
International Greetings to AWL Conference 2011 
 
Olivier Delbeke, Militant (France): 
Dear Comrades,  
 
For your 2011 Conference, I send you greetings on behalf of activists in France who 
know your organisation and who have maintained links with you for some years. 
 
It is an opportunity to tell you that we appreciate your newspaper Solidarity which you 
have decided to make weekly, to face up to the acceleration of the class struggle created 
by the world economic crisis, the effects of ecological crisis and the wars and social 
catastrophes which capitalism is imposing on people the world over. 
 
Your decision was judicious, given that in the year since your last conference, events in 
the UK, namely the student mobilisations against education cuts; the first trade union 
demonstrations against the cuts policy of the Liberal-Tory coalition, the faithful political 
arm of the British capitalist class; the social tensions revealed by the summer riots; and 
the movement within the British working class and its industrial organisations (or should 
that be its political organisations – cf. the tens of thousands of people joining the Labour 
Party after the elections which are significant even if, for now, Miliband has been neither 
shaken nor frightened) towards a preparation of mass confrontations between the classes. 
 
Your decision was judicious too, in light of global events with the explosion of 
revolutions in the Arab world, with the first revolutionary victories against Ben Ali and 
Mubarak; while from Morocco to Syria, from Yemen to Bahrain, peoples confront states 
which are resorting to ferocious repression. 
 
Your decision was judicious when we see the appearance of the movement calling itself 
the Indignados, the name and form depending on the country (Spain, Portugal, Italy etc.) 
while in Greece, in Italy, cuts package after cuts package, the working class refuses to 
submit to social regression and misery and engages in a long combat, long above all 
because it does not have the forces regrouped around an adequare programme to confront 
the attacks and struggle for revolution. Today, the contagion is spreading to the USA with 
the Occupy Wall Street and Occupy America movements. 
 
We will not cover the whole Atlas, because that would overspill the remit of this 
message, but it is clear that from Chile to Canada, from South Africa to Senegal, from 
India to China [just now via Labour Start, I have discovered that the Burmese Junta has 
just conceded a law making it possible to join a union and go on strike – a sign that the 
totalitarian state must feel that there is ferment at the base of society], no continent is 
sheltered from the violent social shocks which are surging in response to the effects of 
the financial crisis multiplied by other crises (notably ecological). 
 
Because the present moment is one of a re-opening of great social struggles - which will 
either be a prelude to a capitalist solution of the crisis which can only take the form of a 
global catastrophe compared to which the horrors of the Second World War will be a 



joke, or the opening of a global revolution with a conscious advance towards the socialist 
reconstruction of society - the question of the regroupment of the working class and the 
majority of the oppressed around it is posed, as is the question of democracy as the aim 
and means of the unification of workers against the whole of the capitalist class and its 
states. 
 
It is an opinion which we share, concerning what you term “consistent democracy”. In 
this regard, we can see that the movement of the Indignados is also emerging in a country 
like Israel, putting the return of class struggle within Israeli society back on the agenda, 
along with the end of the Zionist consensus which has held the population in a nationalist 
union and which has not provided solutions to any problems, social or national. Despite 
the promising emergence of this new wave of social contestation in the country, we know 
that the road to the unity of Jewish and Arab workers against the capitalist system is still 
long and riddled with obstacles which only a correct policy of real democracy, for 
individuals as well as for peoples, will be able to overcome. 
 
That is why, on this point, we criticise your position on Libya. This should be understood 
as a comradely criticism between activists who hold the same revolutionary perspective. 
It is also frank and direct as much as it is not at one with your opinions. 
 
During the 2010 Christmas break, while the defence minister Michele Alliot-Marie spent 
her holidays with the Ben Ali Junta, her partner (it’s a modern bourgeois couple, they are 
not married!) Patrick Ollier was on a mission to Libya to try to sell Gadaffi the jewel of 
the French armaments industry which, unfortunately for the profits of the latter, is not 
selling well – the Rafale aircraft. All this is attested to in the French Press which has 
reported it (le Monde, Libération, le Figaro, le Canard Enchainé, etc.). 
 
How can it be explained that fewer than three months later, the same French government, 
led by the same Sarkozy, sent its navy and its airforce to bombard Gadaffi? 
 
In the intervening time it had seen the uprising of the Tunisian people, and the ill-judged 
because too-long-lived support for the wobbling Ben Ali regime (the same Alliot-Marie 
offered “French savoir-faire” to help Ben Ali maintain order when the mobilisation had 
alreadyh reached a point of no return, this incident causing her resignation from the 
government some time later). 
 
Fearing revolutionary anger, dozens if not hundreds of politicians from the Ben Ali 
regime fled to Libya. Gadaffi has denounced the revolution in Tunisia, calling it an 
“Islamo-Bolshevik conspiracy” (!). And yet Gadaffi, the potential purchaser of the 
Rafale, got a load of Sarkozy’s bombs in the face! Why? 
 
Because the revolutionary contagion which spread to Libya in February, the European 
powers which have a long tradition of intervention and interests in the Mediterranean – 
France and Britain – decided to intervene to curb the revolutionary process, not by 
supporting the Gadaffi regime but by grabbing hold of the process in the context of the 
weakness of the workers’ movement (itself due to historical and structural factors in the 



history of Libyan society in the 42 year history of Gadaffi’s rule). This positioning 
allowed these powers to get rid of a troublesome and uncontrollable partner while 
ensuring the establishment of a new regime apt to support their interests. 
 
Those among the “idiot anti-imperialists” who say that Sarkozy and co. intervened “for 
oil” are wrong! Since the turn in 2003 when Gadaffi chose to not suffer Saddam’s fate 
and to compromise with Western powers, foreign access to Libyan oil has not been a 
problem. And Gadaffi made the necessary concessions in economic and social matters to 
satisfy the demands of international institutions, concessions constituting things which 
were often presented as “achievements of the Libyan revolution”.  
 
The goal of this principally European intervention (to the point that it created tensions 
within the US Congress with a majority of deputies refusing to engage ground forces in 
the conflict despite voting for a minimal budget) was and remains the curbing of the 
revolution. The goal was and remains that of stopping the conjuncture of the revolution in 
the Maghreb (in Tunisia for starters) with the revolution in the Middle East/Mashreq (in 
Egypt but also in Yemen, Syria, Bahrain, etc.). 
 
This military intervention was garbed in a robe similar to that of the Soviet intervention 
in the Spanish Civil War when the Stalinists payed in gold for arms shipments to the 
Republic, and infiltrated the state apparatus, in particular the repressive apparatus. 
Certainly, all reasoning by historical analogy has its limits – but keep the idea in mind! 
 
A personal anecdote. I remember the meeting I had with Wilebaldo Solano, the last 
leader of the historic POUM, when the film Land and Freedom came out, when he 
explained to me and gave me to understand that, after the July days of 1937 and the 
countervailing wave initiated by the counter-revolutionary repression of the Stalinists, a 
military victory of the Republic over Franco would not have meant a victory for the 
workers and the revolution but only the installation of a regime comparable to what the 
Red Army installed after 1945 in Eastern Europe. 
 
It is from understanding of this historical episode that came my later sympathy for the 
ideas of the Third Camp developed in the columns of an organ called… Workers’ 
Liberty. 
 
Certainly the revolution has triumphed in Libya, the Gadaffi regime has been laid low by 
an armed insurrection but the conditions of this victory are marked by the military 
intervention and therefore the policy of powers, principally European powers, which 
looked to support a regime which would allow them to stifle the revolution by limiting it 
solely to the overthrow of Gadaffi. And that was achieved via the support of reactionary 
currents (monarchists, Islamists, but also defecting Gadaffists) against everything that 
represents sincere revolutionary will from below. 
 
No, the armed intervention in Libya has in no way saved this nascent revolution! Or we 
must recognise that this revolution did not deserve to live and to win if it had need of 
such a tutor! Looking at what is happening in the Arab world as elsewhere, this 



proposition is intenable: sooner or later, with or without intervention, in any case the days 
of Gadaffi were numbered as soon as the revolutionary crucibles of Egypt and Tunisia 
could no longer be contained by the historical regimes of a failed Arab nationalism. It if 
was true (that the intervention saved the revolution), then why not resort to the same 
solution for… Syria? And after that, Iran? Our argument here does not aim to make an 
unscrupulous attack against you, but to make a jab at a sensitive area. 
 
How to justify that revolutionary activists and militant workers in France should show 
absolute opposition to Sarkozy’s internal policy but soft-pedal a major external military 
intervention by the same Sarkozy? In a capitalist regime there is a total continuity 
between the internal and external policy of the capitalist class. And if the Third Camp of 
the proletariat is to be independent of the bourgeois camps it cannot fall back on the 
“lesser  evil” when the working class is week, and it was weak at the beginning of the 
Libyan revolution and it will stay weak still if Sarkozy’s intervention is pursued to its 
conclusion. 
 
The struggle for the revolution in the Arab countries today poses the question of 
sovereign constituent assemblies which will make it possible to turn the page on 
shameful regimes by destroying all the state institutions belonging to the old regimes, 
starting with the oppressive apparatuses. This takes place through the struggle to impose 
real and free elections to these Constituent Assemblies and to win real democratic 
freedoms on the political level (freedom to form parties, democratic rights guaranteed for 
all, men and women) as well as on the economic level (trade union freedom, the right to 
strike, etc.). And all of that can only be created if the mobilised masses remain mobilised, 
in committees everywhere, with responsible and recallable representatives, with a broad   
freedom of expression and organisation and the generalized arming of the population 
rather than a classical police and army. And for now, minimal political freedom is not 
guaranteed by the new regime… 
 
Could all that (a real democratic advance) be helped by a new regime supported  by 
Sarkozy, within which Islamists can advance their cause of Sharia? In which ex-
Gadaffists will be in the front rank of those who will hand over Libya and its resources to 
imperialist plunder? That is why it was and is necessary to oppose this counter-
revolutionary intervention. And this position is in no way in contradiction with support 
for the uprising against Gadaffi. It is also necessary to note violent armed clashes within 
the anti-Gadaffi camp which have erupted repeatedly this summer and which are a sign of 
the effects of this intervention. Clashes with which the reactionary elements have been 
strengthened by the total support they managed to get from Sarkozy, which was in no 
way the case with the sincerely revolutionary and democratic forces, which were 
confronted with Kalashnikovs. For now, the equivalent of a July 1937 in Barcelona has 
not yet taken place but there is a danger… 
 
The discussion must continue. We repeat that we are carrying it out as those who are on 
the same side of the barricade and we do not want it to degenerate into a rhetorical fist 
fight but in the spirit of frank camaraderie. 
 



Dear comrades, after a year 2011 marked by great winds of class struggle, let us be able 
to face up to the tasks for 2012 by aiding the independent regroupment of workers to 
advance their interests, in the perspective of the fight for socialism. We know that that is 
a crucial point which unites us with millions of other proletarian fighters around the 
world. 
 
For us, activists regrouped in France around the bulletin Militant have tried in a modest 
way to lead a struggle for the denunciation of the public debt, by publishing a brochure 
entitled (and explaining why) “The public debt is not public”; trying to win positions in 
the unions or parties (Parti de Gauche, Parti Communiste de France, Front de Gauche) 
where we intervene on behalf of this campaign so that the organisations of the workers’ 
movement do not drop the legitimate demands of the workers, but serve to organise a real 
defense against against the austerity plans which are using the pretext of the so-called 
public debt. And the defense of the interests of the workers against austerity measures 
carried out under the banner of the necessary repayment of the public debt can have no 
other end than the overthrow of these austerity governments. 
 
Now is not the time for passivity and inaction, because terrible events are about to shake 
society, and that imposes upon all of us the need to prepare for this battle. A battle in 
which we will find each other. 
 
We wish you a good and fruitful conference! 
 
Olivier Delbeke 
Member of the editorial board of Militant (France) 
18-10-2011 
 
  
 
  
Eugène, Union Pour le Communisme (France): 
Comrades! 
 
We send to your organisation and to your conference our warmest revolutionary 
greetings and we offer our apologies for our absence. 
 
We have been happy to encounter activists from Workers’ Liberty several times, be 
it at the solidarity meeting we organised with the workers’ movement in the Arab 
world, or at the camp of the Table Rase educational association which we 
participate in. Also, we look forward enthusiastically to reinforcing as much as 
possible our future collaboration, whether through exchanging articles on the 
situation in our country, or through other campaigns. 
 
As the aggravation of the capitalist crisis objectively puts the rise of an 
internationalist socialist alternative on the agenda, we hope that this conference will 
be a step towards its construction in the UK. Whether it be in the resistance to 



capitalist austerity plans or in the discussions on politics and what organisation 
revolutionaries must construct today, we hope to continue to collaborate and hold 
comradely links with the AWL! 
 
For Union Pour le Communisme, 
Eugène 
 
Raymond Adams, NPA (France): 
Dear comrades of the AWL 
 
Unfortunately we are unable to attend your conference. 
 
We send our greetings at a moment when the capitalist crisis deepens and threatens 
to wreck the lives of millions of working class families throughout Europe. 
 
After last autumn’s massive confrontation against the government’s new legislation 
on pensions, workplace resistance has ebbed. 
Sarkozy and the government’s policies are as unpopular as ever but the absence of a 
coherent, co‐ordinated union response to the on‐going austerity drive weighs 
heavily on the situation. 
 
Even if many want to get rid of Sarkozy, the coming presidential elections will not 
change a thing: back in power, the Socialist Party in government will be no better 
than the Right and no different from the left‐wing governments in Greece, Portugal 
and Spain. It too promises to cut the budget deficit and to bring it down from 8% to 
3% over the next few years. 
The working class can defend its interests only by direct intervention, by using its 
own weapons: strikes, factory occupations and demonstrations. 
The key to the situation is workers’ unity and the fight for a workers’ government to 
make the rich pay for their crisis, to cancel the debt and to built a working class 
alternative to the crisis of capitalism, a socialist alternative with public ownership 
and planning of financial institutions and the main parts of the economy, under full, 
genuinely democratic control. 
We will try to popularize these ideas in the presidential campaign of 2012 with our 
candidate Philippe Poutou. 
 
May you have a fruitful conference! 
 
Best wishes to all the comrades of the AWL 
Raymond Adams (NPA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



David Finkel, Solidarity (USA):  
 
Greetings to AWL conference 2011! 
 
Solidarity's debate about Libya hasn't ended but hasn't preoccupied us either. Our 
convention (back at the end of July) had many other priorities to sort out. I think 
there's a general recognition that we disagree about whether the NATO intervention 
turned the rebellion into an imperialist proxy force, and that the assessment of 
Libya has to continue not in isolation but in the wider Arab Uprising context ‐ a 
fairly commonplace observation, to be sure... My own feeling right now is that a lot 
of what's going on in Libya right now looks pretty retrograde and depressing, but 
hardly what one would call the consolidation of a Western client regime. Right now, 
however, it's more important to put our finite energies into questions about Occupy 
Wall Street! 
Regards, 
David 
 
From Lalit (Struggle) in Mauritius: 
 
LALIT sends our greetings to AWL comrades meeting in your 2011 Conference. 
 
Here, in Mauritius, like you, we are in full preparation for a conference; an Open 
Conference on the state of traditional and bourgeois political parties in Mauritius, 
that in this phase of world economic and ecological crisis, are also in a state of crisis 
and degeneration. During this period where here, as elesewhere in the world, there 
have been attempts to organize against the bankrupt economic and political system, 
our conference will also debate what kind of political program is necessary for a 
political party to be in a position to challenge the capitalist system effectively. 
 
In the last year, LALIT has made several gains ‐ our campaign for base closure and 
decolonisation of Diego Garcia and the rest of the Chagos has gained momentum ‐ 
the Mauritian government has for the first time filed a case against the UK in a 
tribunal under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea to challenge the 
so‐called Chagos "Marine Protected Area" declared by the UK to stop attempts by 
Mauritians, including Chagossians to reclaim the Chagos. Our campaign continues to 
force the Mauritian government to act and to build international support for base 
closure, for decolonisation of Mauritius through the return of the Chagos, and for the 
right of return of Chagossians to the Chagos. Our campaign to free Palestine is also 
gaining momentum: several organisations and a trade union confederation has 
joined LALIT in campagining for a free Palestine. Like many political organisations 
all over the world, we are in the process of building the Boycott, Disinvestment, 
Sanctions campaign to free Palestine here. 
 
We value our links with political organisations like yours, and believe that these 
links and exchanges will create conditions for the kind of political internationalism  



so necessary for a socialist challenge to the global capitalist system to emerge.  We 
wish you a successful 2011 conference. 
 
 
OKDE (Greece): 
Dear comrades, 
we send our fraternal greetings to your organization and its militants and we wish 
success to your Conference. 
 
The working class, the popular masses and the youth are faced today with enormous 
attacks on all social and political gains (from salaries and pensions to collective 
bargaining and civil liberties), attacks of historical dimensions, in the attempt of the 
capitalist system to put the burden of its crisis to their shoulders. 
 
It is not only a "debt crisis", as often presented by the mass media ‐ but a deep 
structural crisis of capitalist economy and system. Europe is in the epicenter, with 
banks and economies at the brink of collapse ‐ and the ruling classes faced with 
complex and mounting problems regarding how to manage this situation. 
 
The resurgence of class struggle in Europe (however inadequate it may seem in the 
face of challenge that these attacks and this crisis present) is linked with a new 
international wave of struggles, mobilizations etc. From the arab revolutions to 
'occupy wall street' in the US, from the Spanish and Greek 'indignados' to the 
general strikes in many countries. Britain is also included, of course, and we follow 
with interest and hope the new upturn of class struggle and youth radicalization in 
your country. The greek working class and people, faced with an unpercendented 
collapse of all living standards (huge unemployment, rapidly growing poverty.) and 
a rotten political system (with the bourgeois political forces in 40 year historical 
'limit down') are waging a fierce struggle with strikes, occupations, refuse to pay 
taxes, clashing with the police in the streets. a growing mass rebellion against the 
Troika measures and the complete bankruptcy of greek capitalism. The immediate 
demand is 'Down with the Papandreou governemt' ‐ followed by the growing 
acceptance of the slogans 'Cancel the Debt ‐ we will not pay', 'Continuous General 
Strike now'. The dynamic is fast towards a pre‐revolutionary situation in Greece. 
 
In the meantime, the crisis in Europe provides an excellent chance to fight against 
the hard core of EU policies and measures, which are more and more dictated ‐on 
behalf of big multinationals, bankers and bosses‐ to people all across Europe, 
implemented alongside with national bourgeois governments. To fight against EU, 
this new "Bastille of the 21st century", for its dissolution and for the 
interonationalist perspective of Europe's unification under the power of 
development of socialist revolution in all countries. 
 
In this context, there are growing possibilities for revolutionary Marxists to 
strengthen themselves, their visibility and role in class struggles. The reformist 
parties and apparatuses are ‐or will be‐ more and more difficult to control a 



situation in which capital will not accept the slightest 'consensus' without putting its 
very own system in risk. We must not miss this opportunity to help the 
radicalization of the working class and the youth, its political independence (for 
which reformism is a deadly enemy), the 'recruiting' of broader masses in the 
socialist and revolutionary ideas. 
 
To work positively in this situation, revolutionary marxists will need to steadily 
build/reinforce all forms of self‐organization (either 'classical' ones, like the unions, 
or 'new' ones, like the 'indignados' movement), trying at the same time to solidly 
increase the forces which are available and willing to fight for the construction of a 
revolutionary party. Any 'shortcuts' like the 'experiments' of the NPA type or other 
even 'broader' schemes will only lead to further disorientation and disintegration of 
the revolutionary Marxist forces in Europe ‐ as is unfortunately already the case in 
many countries. 
 
In this struggle, it is indispensable to build and rely on the internationalist solidarity 
and perspective, re‐addressing the need for a 'rebirth' of the 4th International, as 
the common international organization of the revolutionary Marxists, the global 
revolution party, so heavily needed today, in the era and context of capitalistic crisis 
and decay.  
 
Once again, we wish the best for your Conference. 
 
In revolutionary solidarity, 
  
OKDE ‐ Greece 
 


