A general strike

can smash the Act!
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THE GREATEST POLITICAL-INDUSTRIAL CLASS BATTLE
since 1926 now faces the British working class. We are at the
moment of decision which will condition the state of the labow

movement for years to come. The trade
the Tory Industrial Relations Act,

The £55,000 fine on the TAGWU
was lhe Torles’ way to tell the
‘left’ union leaders to sither *'put
up or shut up™. They are not 1§ be
allowed to skulk In a comner boycot-
ting the NIRC in the hope that It
will go away.

Any employer can now invoke
the Act and its sanctions agalnsi
them. Then the Tory Star Chamber
wlll swing into action with a serles
of fines which quickly escalate into
astronomical — and ruinous —
figures, Beyond that there Is the
possibility of imprisonment,

The unions’ attempt to Ignore
the NIRC has collapsed because of
the NIAC's refusal to Ignore the
Unions. The new law has a purpose
It hasg real power, and It is prepamrd
lc use that power. Boycotting It has
only led to an upping of the stakes.

Jones, Scanton and the TUC
had to decide aulckly — to fight of
knuckie under.

The Torles wlll have no halt-
measuras, As they see it, the duty
of a trade union teader is to control
the rank and file, and to discipline
the workers, occasionally by hand-
ing down & few sops when It's al-
right with the employers.

Sabotage-of the struggles of the
rank and {{{e oy shemblina and in-
efficiency are No longer enough for
the employers. The unions must elther,
become efficlent policemen of their
members, or face heavy sanctions,
And when they are fined, they must
either pay up or risk bigger fInes.

They must make the Unlons Into
subsidiary agencies of the state
— or else come into sharp conflict
with the state.

unions will either smash
or they

The TUC declsion to particlpate
In the NIRC ‘under protest’ is the

_ beglnning of a complete capitulat-

ioh. Boycotting It alone — with-
out making preparations for either
a stand-up battle In industry, or
eveh a determined campaign to
bring down the Government — was
never a feasible pollcy. )

They must have expected sanct-
ions, and should have prepared to
hit back hard. Instead they grow
weak at the knees at the first stiff
fine,

Even the most militant Union,
Scanlon’s AUEW, has a poticy that
must lead them to ultimate scurry-
ing to the NIRC.  Saying that *‘the
fabric of the Union must be presery-
ed'* Is saying that the money of
the Unlon must be preserved. In
this situation it means that the
fabric of trade unionlsm wiil go by
the board.

The Unlons must Indeed be pres-
erved. But as independent, fighting
organs of the working class — not
as housetrained and terrorised coll-
aborators with this, the most react-
fonary govemment In decades, (Not,
for that matter, with any cepitalist
govemment.)

Only a general strike can now
hope to smagh the Industrial Rel-
ations Act. '

A generalleed Industrial offensivs
now would mean that instead of sub-
mitting meekly to the laws which
the ruling class makes up as it
goes along, the working clase uses
the strength it undoubtedly possess:
88 to rip up these exploiters” laws.

The long term ‘‘strategy’* of rel-

will submit to its tutelag:

“won’t.give them that. They will
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ying on the eventual retuin of a Lab-
out Government which may (or may
not — remember Castie's anfl-unioh
B1117) repeal the Act, s & cop-out
for the Unlon leaders, 1t 18 to shy
away from a tight where the working
class is strong and could win now.
It is to hope for an easy victory in
a distent battle, to be fought on the
Government’s terms, on Iis ground,
and when It chooses.

It Is & recipe for defeal and com-

"pllance with Tory emasculation of

the trade unlon movement for the
immedlate perlod ahead.

A Labour Government flrmly
pledged to repeal the Act s desir-
able. But we must not silow trade
union leaders, many of whom gly
us with lies and excuses for shying
away from the POSSIBLE,
IMMEDIATE tight, to use it as an

alibl. ALIBI

Retreat wlil not help them — no
matter how good the alibls. Before
the Bill became law, lokent one day
mobiilsations didn't stop the Tories
goling ahead. They know hall-learted
gestures, deslgned to cover refreat,
when they see them.

Each retreat has encouraged the
Torles to press home the aitack.

Retreat now witl meet with rig-
orous use of the law. Trapped bet -
ween rank and flle pressure, and
pressure from the law, the TUC
ieaders must either fight back or
else hang on the ropes as the
Tory bruisers bash them out of the
ring. )

Their offers to work through an
independent concillation system
are also useless: the rullng class .
needs to either beat down, or ensure '
adequate control of, the working
class, And 'conciliation’, now,
only opt for il afler a severe deteat
by the working class.

After the miners” strike the Gov-
ernment Is weak. The war In lreland




continues. Troops tled up by
the Republican forces there could
not be used against the British
workers.,

A General Strike CAN rout the
Torles. The very smell of it during
the miners’ strike, when solidarity
erupted and swelled In Blrmingham
and forced the closure of the Saltley
Coke Depot, made them retreat
before the demands of the miners.

Could they really resist the
massed strength of the entire work-
ing class, determined to win?

SERIOUS

A General Strike is more serious
than a sectional strike. It challeng-
es, directly and opcnly, the bosses’
right to make and enforce the laws.
It poses the question Who is Master
in the House, or at least the degree
of ruling class control.

Ii they retain power after such a
defeat on the Industrial Relations
Act they will quiekiy cewter edtack,
as after their rout by the miners.
But that will be the round after this
one, The job now is to win this
round. If we do, we'll be stronger to
face a counter-attack.

ELECTION?

Retreat now, to wait for a new
Labour Government, is in fact a
recipe for defeat in the next gener-
al election. The Torles, if they
force retreat on the industrial front,
will follow up with an electoral

offensive —cn the issue **Who
rules: Govemment or Unions?’’,

They need a full victory, to in-
timidate the Unjons and smash
rank and file militancy. They need
to mobilise and galvanise middie
class opinion to give them the
support they so consplcuously lack-
ed during the miners’ cirike.

A Uaion bashing election, foll-
owing a Union back-down before the
NIRC, would mobilise middle ¢'ass
reactionaries and, if the Tories
won, further intimidate the Unions,
throw back prospects for changing
the law. and quite likely lead to
stiffer laws — this time backed by
the moblilised reactionaries and
probably organised bodies of
strikebreakers. ,

Union retreat now will hearten
our enemies and progressively dis-
illusion and demoralise the working
class, Capltulation will push sect-
ions of the middie class now sym-
pathetic to Labour into the arms of
the Torles, particularly given the
Labour Party's too-recent recbrd in
office.

It follows that an oftensive now
in industry, where we are immense-
ly strong, is the oniy serious strat-
egy for the working class.

The call for a General Strike
must be raised on two levels: that
of spreading the idea around, and
that of practical preparation.

Bitter memories or 1926 are an
obstacle . But today the relationship
of class forces is vastly different.

To tear to raise the call for a
General strike, saying *'we are not
ready’’ is to forego a struggle to
make us ready.

ACTION

What can we actually do? Milit-
ants in a single port or factory can't
call a General Strike! But we CAN
do the following:

T

I. Argue within the Unions for
an offensive against the Act, here
and now, in industry where we nave
strength and resources, and a real
chance of victory.

2. Union branches must call for
a special TUC Congress to prepare
a counter-attack. T hey must con-
demn T UC- leaders who collaborate,
on any pretext, with the NIRC.

3. Union branches and Trades
Councils should call on TUC lead-
ers to adopt the strategy of a Gener
al Strike to kill the NIRC.

4. We ourselies — the militants,
the socialists — must prepare on a
local level,«now. A General Strike
will be won by the network of work-
ers” committees and organisations,
most of which exist already as part
of the routine self-defence and self-
hetterment of the working class.
stewards’ committees, combine com
mittees, etc. We must transruse into
these bodies the urgency of prepar-
ing for a head-on clash with the
Tories.




DEFEND DOC%E! SMASH THE ACT!

CL!NB'

THIS IS THE CRUNCH!
TRADE UNIONISTS ARE
IN JAIL, TO BE HELD
INDEFINITELY, FOR ACTING
AS TRADE UNIONISTS.

The National Industrial Rel-
ations Court has claimed its
firstvictims. The Tories are
using their power, the power of
the courts, the police, and
their laws, against the labour
movement.

Now we must reply with our
power, the power of industrial
action — the power of the Gen-
eral Strike.

The issues involve every worker.
Every worker has an interest in
defending Trade Union rights and
tight.ng redundancles. That's
what the dockers are in jall for
dolng.

Every faclory, every office,
every building site, every pit,
must stand by the dockers.

And it the leaders of the Trade
Unlen movement really are leaders,.
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then it is their duly to take the
Initiative In organising all poss-
Ible solldarity action — action,
not words — with the dockers.

Where they fall, local Trades
Councils or ad hoc Action Comm-
ittees must do the Job.

The dockers are fighting for the
right to work. In the last 5 years
the number of registered dockers
has declined from 60,000 to 40,000
and containerisation means a
threat of more Jobs lost. In fight-
ing for a llvellhood, the dockers
spearhead the struggle of the
whote working class agalnst unem-
ployment.

The lylng bosses’ Press said it
was a dispute between worker and
worker. But already the lorry
drivers have decided to strike to
support the dockers, They say:
‘As trade unionists we must fight
against the Industrial Relations
Act together’,

Ford Dagenham, British Leyland
Longbridge, the Amalgamated
Union of Englneering Workers, and
miners are among those committed
— already, as we write — to solid-
arlty action.

This wlil be a serious struggle.
The Government has detalled con-
tingency plans for using troops
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GENERAL STRIKE!

defending Trade Unlon righls and
lighling redundancies. That's
what the dockers are In Jail {or
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avery bullding site, &
must sland by k-

And i1 1h-
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ana ¢civil servanis 10 reak strikes

In 1826 the General Sirlke was
weakened because unlon leaders
dld not organise workers® defence
militias agalnst the strike-breakers
and because they did not counter
the massive Government propa-
ganda by using printworks to pro-
duce workers® propaganda. We
must demand that our leaders
don’t fail this time — and the rank
and flle must siep in, organise and
act Independentty, i1 the leaders
fall down.

The Government will say: it's
the unlons against ‘law and order’
In reality It's a question of whose
law and order — the bosses’ law
and order that makes a million un-
employed, or the workers' law and
order.

The labour movement has so far
temporised with the Industrial
Relations Acl. Now, through the
law courts, the Government itself
makes it plain that we must elther
knuckle under or go all out to
smash the Aclt.

WE CANNOT SETTLE FOR ANY
THING LESS THAN THE
COMPLETE DESTRUCTION OF
THE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
ACT,




WEVE FREED THE 5-

GENERAL STRIKE

The 5 are free! Not because they have ''sulfered snough’’ — but because the Government has sweated
enough. Once agaln the Torles have beat a quick retreat. Butl even In doing so they have thrown down
another chalienge to the trade union movement — £55,000. They have decided they'd rather pick on the offic-
ial trade union, which Is more tikely to knuckle under and pay up, than on stewards who stand firm and call
on the Industrial strength of the whole working class to defend them.

DON’T PAY!

Jones paid up the first ume. Since then we’ve shown how easlly the Tories can be beaten. Demand ¢f Jark
Jones — don't pay our money over to the Tory Court, Bring out the members, and other trade unionists, if any

move Is made to grab Union funds, After last week, the Tories won't dare fouch them!

S TAY OU T.’ ggr)rb egg: gggsmore'

The Government has declared war on the Unlons. The relmposition of the fine on the T&GWU is a demand that
the Unions make war on their militant members. The iast week has shown more than anything else that what
is needed Is not Just defence, but an all-out attack. NOW 1S THE TIME TO GO FORWARD AND PUT THE

BOOT IN
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