IRELAND

In issue no, 11 of W,F, there was 2 criticism of the Irish Republican Army
bombing on so—called Bloody Friday. The reason given was because of "indiscrimi-
nate bombing of civilians." In issue no., 12 a correction was vrinted. Both the
criticis and the correction it seems to me show a serious mistake on the part
of the group. For a start, the IRA immediztely explained that they had given

very adsouate Warninps, this was printed in the Irish papoers. The IRA has a
%Omyear history of te ling the truth even when it goes 1pa1qst them - w en they

issue a dlS“lqlmPT we should automatically believe them. Granted that the
comrades may not have had this information at the time (although they should have)
I think “h= more serious cuestion is our actual attitude to criticism of the
IRA. The ocorrection says:

“"The real criticism of the IRA is that its current tactics lend themselves

t such use by the army and are. even with warnings, largely indifferent to

the effects on ordinary peovle”.

This is a slur on our support for the IRA. 411 war action ean be used by the
enemy and let's not forget who havpens to own the propaganda machine., It is
stupid to say because the IRA bombs, and civilians get killed, then the army can
use this, the army makes its own excuses. And then %o say "and are largely
indifferent to the effects on ordinary people" iz a complete fa ification, you
ig re, comrades, what the IRA has been fighting and dying for. I think two
questions arise:

1. Is the tactic correct ?

2, Have we a right to criticise ?

As far as I am concerned the tactic is completely justified. The correction
sayse

"The line at which damage to the economy and the rulers of Ireland merges

with the help they give to the my by provoking the Protestant workers

and demoralising many Catholics is increasingly cifficult to distinguish,”

Let's face it comrades. any successful action agiinst British imoerialism
is going to provoke 2 veaction from the Protestants (ev.n torvets that are
purely militmvy)» 3o what do comradeg sucgest: that the I.R.A, just relies on
defensive acti-ns? No: ve must stand frr the right »F the T.R.A. 19 kicik out
British imvweriiliem and 211 targets nre Jvetified. Also. what i the evidenco
for this demnralising »f C t olics., As o ™ itish Avrmy spokesman omid (quated
in An Phoblnchi ): The no=on areng 2re ool ] newen’ ( Mhovo are Ty mnore
examples but i think thies is the mogt Imori o v s 0wy u:c'yért with
the reaction in 1900) The Cathnlic population is not dembralised.

As for the sgrcond nucstion. I think the ~nswer is "no". We
to criticige the tretics in Ireland. There Renublicans are dyin,
dered bv the British Armv and the U,D.i. We hove no vight to say this or
that bombing wis wrong Reoublicans have been killed removing bombs whore
they thought civilians would have died. Only those who strugsle can criticiss =
and we do nvt struggle in the fight for Iriesh freedom.

rigr®
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Our attitude to Trwtdkv1qts in Ireland outside the Renublican movement
BV this I menn e 1.5, ”Tﬂub (Srcizlist Workers Movement), the 1.0,0. 21ToUD

(Revolvtloniry Marxlst JTJuD> and the League for a2 Workers Revublic. These
grouvs {certainly the I.8. and L.7.R.,) hove 2 sectarian attitude tovards the

republican myvement — particularly in the South . They criticizs the T,.R.A.
and Sinn Fein frr their voticev in the South -~ 2 ook 2t An Phoblacht will
show that the I, R.41. attitude t> Tnisn’ Jack ILynch and his henchnen. ‘he

T.R.0. takes active vnart in the vresert rent strusmgle strikes 2nd dccupations,
and has initiated co-oneratives,

If the Trntskviot conrades rvrexlly believe in the struzsle in the Horth renl-
ly suvport the I.D.4,. then why do they nat helvo the Republicans in the South
which is the llfewline for the Worth, It is comanletely hvpocritical to say
Tauovort the I.R.4. azringt British Imperialism® and then do nothing to halp -
but criticize. he Trotskyists in Ireland are talking to thomselves. They
cannyt exnect nednle to take them serisusly if they 2rve nHt hel ing and fight-
ing al»onegide the I.R.A. They shout »ut from the corners YYes 1nds we suo-
pa%t vy’ as thev march Horth to fight the British Lrmy and then attrck them




when they are in the South (T may be unfair to the eomrades exvressing it
like that but the basic onint stands )

The criticism of the Provisional T.R.%. 28 ‘Pure Greeall ranphlioc?ns 1is
answered well in An Phoblacht 9 where there is an excellent article showing
the I.R.A. as oontinuatrrs HF Connolly. & few examples shHhuld ssrve to dle-
nense with the voure oreen’ myth:

1. Their activities in the Eouth mentioned above

2 Their correct crviticism of the N.L.F. as Stalinist.

3 Their criticism »f the tw> nations theory

4. Thelvr pvoaeramme fHr 2 Warkers' Penublic.

Aar at+itude to the Trotsryists in Ireland must be — Join the Republicnn
mhvement. Tight. 2and then vou can t21k and criticisze

John Boyd

A BRIEF WOTE ON A PROBLEM OF FORMULATING A PROGTAMEE AGRTINST UNEMPLOYMENT

Tn thie note I intend t» vose what I consider 2 nrablen There is nn claim
on my »art to hive found the snlutisn tn the problem I just want to noint
Jut a difficulty in a forrmulation that we use in our A Sirategy to Bert the
Dale Quoue” (W No. 1). The formulation is 2ls»p 3 very conm.n one on the left
in Britain.  In "A Stratesy to Beat the D-le Queue wve vrote:
“The minimum wage must 20nly to everyone ~mployed or not — it 1s the bos=
ses vesnonsibility if thelr system can't orovide jobs. Our slygin must be
work _or full oiy"
Freouently this same demand 1is exp- essed s work or full maintiinance . Now
it may be that this lattey Parmulition is rcturlly reiher 2 betfer one, becruse
it is rather more clear (though =till not tot11ly) that one is talkin<s shout
the alrexdy unemnloyed
The point is. “A Strategy t> Beat the Dole Jueue’ is not 2 stratesy Ior those
a2lteady on the dole. Tt makes no pretence to be this elthar, It is aquite
1§/ SEoT AN WORKING WELK
i

clear that the demands: NO MORE PRODUCTIVITY 8. 4 SH
WITH NO LOSS OF PiY. NO OVERTIME, & NADITEAT (THINUM WAGE, WORK On FULL PAY,
CONTROL OVER HIRTNG AND FINTNG, OCCUPY ¥.0 "IES THREWVTENED WITH TOOTINDANCY,
NATTONALISATION UNDER WORKERS' CONTROL, ~ve 311 demands relating %o those
at work., A1l Bar one: WORK OR FULL P.Y.

At Jleast I hope s3. 3ecause 1t seems T Lo that if this demand 1= 7 demand

for those 2t _wotk then 1t is 2 Aemand th~t is likely to nrepare .y for
deafeat.

The struggle on the docks that snded with the acceptance »f the Ald ngton—

Tones Teport was against running down the number »f jobs It was ~bhsolutely
sasentizl fov militants to say: nn reduction »f jobs NOT EVEN IF THE SEVERANCE
PAY IS QUITE SUBSTARTIAL In ~ther words the struggle was not for certain
concessinsns on the basis of an accentad redundancy (as say at one time in the
mines) but rather acainst the vedundancies as such.

Now. tn say WORY OR FULL PAY actually accepnts the princinal of redundancy. It
might be 2rgued th2t if one were t3 receive FULL PiY why not accent a redun-
dancy . The 2nsver is simvle: in the sctual class strugele the admissiy>n of
their being 2 vrice on the idb plays both ideslogically and practically into

the hands of the ruling class Ideolomically it is 2 concessiom t7 the no-

tion of a fixed value for the job unoven tn negotiztin (28 such ~ vprice

clearly vould 2lso nt be smen to negotiition - ftor 3ll you are nt in 2

jnb) Practically it is » denfevous tack o take beciuse the orice sgoms

always open to negotistion. Thus auhetantitl improvements in redund2ncy pay
might be seen by workers as protty much full p2y  or the nearcst they can get
1o ull vay jus now. :

If,lt is » demand¥nr thise

it, should be mov &M plicit An this matter and sh0u1& he withiyavn from its
"agition in A afyatery £o Beat the Dole Npeuet tArd sean as A supsection of

the slogan that vrecedes it FREETINAL MINIMUYM WAGE.

Qé;s confusinon (?r ig it jugl ¢) mugt he cleared upd right *vay AH
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those not 2t work (like work Hr full mzintainance) then




LETTEP FROM T. DUFFY WD F, ROSH

commenting ocn cert2in criticisms >f Peal Steel News made in the previnus I.B.

1) The I.R.Act:= Ve acree that »ur coverage is n>t 211 it might have been
but 2t the vnresent with the state »f the stesl industry unemvlsyment is
the major issue Hrwvever the ste~l fraction is working »n
based on 2 Middlesbrough Trades CoHuncil Resolution (put up by VF mam-—

bers) for a “General Strike™ t» kill the bill This will also link um

with most »f MT's couwments from sectism 3) ¥

2) Where we stand; workers' control etc.:~ We agrees with this chmment and
also feel that this is in common with ¥R and have sgent an NC resolu-

tim in on this cuestion,*¥

4) Steel newvs and WE*¥¥¥:— Thig we fear has been due to an 2dministrative

fault a3t our end =and =111 be put right

5). The extensinn »f the irea covered by RSN:— the fvactio-n believe that

more help e¢ould be given by the centre vith this. M-iling addresses. con-—

tacts help from brahches (i e. Bristsal could scout out S.Wales) would be

greatly -~ppreciated as RSN is still young 2nd ~ith 2 litile help may become

a national stesl ~aver.

¥ ariticism: thit the coverage >f un-mplovment lacks a clear focus.

*¥* criticism: that trvestment »f slozan " workers ¢ ntr»slY wag too rhstract

* cviticism: WP 438 to elean from RSN instead of . comrades in stesl sending
ir material s~oarately

WHAT IS A ”M“QS PXPP“ﬂ° by Leon Trotsky (November 30, 1935)

-
o
L

Below we reoronduce extyacts from Trotsky's "What is Jass Paper  vwritten
+5 the members »f the Bolghevik-Teninist ~r>uv in France. The comnlete
article is t7 be found in "Writines »f Lem Troatsky (1935 -~ 1336) vublished
by Pathfinder Trees Ve ave mly reoroyducing extracts bacause sme > the
criticism relutes snecifically to an apoexl which vwis vublished £Hr Csuauns,
and most oF thot is nst iamedizicly relav —*  Hotes follow, T

U
s v a9
1) What is 2 miss vaper? The cuestion s ndt nsw Tt can be <=id that the
whnle higtory »f the revolutionarvy awovement has bsen filled —with discus-
sions on the mass viner It is the elcaentary duty of an 1o

moke ite political newsvapsr as accessible as noseible to the mrsses, This
t2sk cannnt be effectively solved except 2s 7 functisn of the or.wth »f the
organisation and its cadr-s who must »:ve the way t» the maseses fHr the
newsniner - 31nee it is not enosugh it is und=arstorodl 19 call a publication
a2 mass maper™ 1o have the masses 2ccevpt 1t in re2lity. But cuits )”t‘w
revolutionary impatience (whlch transforrmes itself easily into opmortunis
imoatienc~) leads to this conclusion: The masses do n>t come beczuse d>ur 1de%s
are tno comnlicated and Hur slogans too advanced. It is therefore necessary
t2 simplify »ur programme  Tghten our sl>gains - in short  t2 throw »ut brllast.
Basically this means: Jur slogans must covresoond not to the Hhjective situzrt-
isn nost t5 the vrelatiosn »f classcs analvsed by the Marxist methond but must
coyrresnand 1o subiective anoreciations (extremely superficial and inadecunts)
nf what the masses cin »r cannHdt accent. But what masses® The mags is not
hhmHeene rus It develovns It feels the vrassvre »f events It +111 2ccent
tymorrow v.at it i1l not acesnt tadav Jur cadras will blaze the trail with
increasing success Tar our ideas 2nd sloagans which prove themselves covrect
because thev ate confirm-d by the march of events and nHrt by subiective =nd
nersoinal apvreciations
2) A mass vaver is ﬂl tinruiched from 2 thenretical review »r from an orean
of cadres not by the flgfiﬂi but by the manrer in which they are presented,
The cadre newvspaner unfalds fHr its veaders all the nvcesses >f the Marxist
analysis. The mass paver onlv presents ire ~esults basing itself a2t the same
time »n the iumediate exverience of the masses themsslves. It is Tar more
difficult t> write in a Marxist manney for the misses thn it is 15 write for




cridres.

3) Tet us supovarge THrr 2 moment that the GRBRL (1) consonted to gimnlify rur
Hra-cramme tH rennsunce the Res] r the new narty. o1 the Fourth

Tnternatiomal 1t vendsunce imnli 2ble sriticiem Af the s»aizl patrints (nam~

ing them by name) 11 renhunce the svetanrtic eriticism of the “Revolutionary

Left: (?) and »f Pivert (3) 11*<(]f T 45 not noyw if this newspzoer would

hecrme with the heln »f 2 i v 3 mAgSs DAner I Aabt 1it. But it

wauld in any cGase hecome An S“ iet o leOT01SumDﬁ7Pt'(4) The essence >f the Piwv-

ert tendency is that: t s}

wee-nt Tevolutionary slogwn but n>t to draw
from them the neccsszrv cinclusisns  wvhich 2are the break with Blum /)/ and
Zyromalki (5) the cveatin F the nsw nartv wnd the nev Internatiomal Without
that all the revalutionary' slogans become null nd void 1t the oresent stage
the Pivert agitation is 2 sort »f »nium for the revaluti nary wirkers Pivert
wants t5 teach then that one o©21n be for revalutisnary etruwels  for “revolutione
ary action” (to boyrrHow 2 ohrase nOv 1in f£ashiosn) nd rem»in 2t the same time on
goHyd terms with chauvinist canaille. (/) Tverythine denends Hn your  tone you
see” Tt is the tone that mtkee the musis If the tigser cosed like = pigedn the

whole world +wiuld be enchainted But ve with sur rough languise we must say that
the lerders Hf the | “Pevwlutvon vy Left are demoralising o ind progtitutinT vevolu-—
tlwnwvy CANSCiousness i o

I nek vous if we ren unce the slogans vhich ar2 dictated by the obiective git-

usrtion and which constitute the very essgsnce > our progvammne in what sh2ll ve
he distincuished from the Pivertists® In nythinge s would Hnly be second-class
Piverticts. Nyw if the masses ghould have to decids frr the Pivertiste they
wyuld prefer the first class to the sccﬁnd
4) I take up the little avmeal »rinted fHr the Comiune — 21%2n 2T revolutionary
(») actiom (*). This document nrovides us +ith 2 striking demonstr:tion (unsouz-
ht by ite autho~s) »f some »f the ilexs exnres sced aboive. W The Q_zzmuav will speakk
the lansuage Hf the fi.tories and the fields. It will ©211 of tk igevy which
reigns there '+ will exnress its prssions and rouse to revolt.s le ig a very
laudzble intention, 3lthouzh the masgses know Derfcctlv »gll its »wn misery and
its feelings H»f revnlt (stifled by the »n2trintic ~moarvatuscs with the 2id >f the
Pivertists) at the ma2ss can demrnd »Ff a2 newsnaosr is 7 oleny o amme and 4
correct lcadership But precisely on this cuestin tho 2onetl is utterly cilent,

hny? Recause it wants more to conceal it idese than 2 ernress then., It accepts
the S.A.P.ist (c‘ntTle> recina: in seckins o llne of least resist-r

e

say vhat is. The oragramue of Lhe Jourta Iro ~aational  thatts for
The blﬂ "Timers Hf the lezdership And the nne~es?  What are the ma
can rest content vith a ruarter or 2 tenth ~von of the »Hroagramme.
we c2ll oonortunist aristHcracy Tt is ot the s3me time an aldv nt-
a very dangerous 2ttitude comrades Tt is not that »f the *arxisto.

And hore is the high noint (»f the 2vpral - WR): "The Commune is laurched by
militnts beloneing to  various tendsncies %> bring Shout the risce »f a oreat
army of commun~ris? . That dnes this mean this unkn>mm crew 2f anonymous. une

known fvasisus tendercies”’? What tendencies are involved? Wy ore Jae (still
unlnwm) grouped outside and ﬁvﬁwnst the other tendencies® The nurmose »f cre—
atinz a "great armv of communards” is laudable But it is necessary not b

get that this army once created (1071) suffered 2 tervific catastronhe hecruse
’6.1.1'1‘6 angnificent arvmy lacked & prowramue and 2 leadirsily.

5) . (Heve Trotcky discusses the velatisn betw en the GBL and tho STTD). ..
6) . ‘Revolutison is 2 living moving nrgazn which can bec me the »rean o»f the

proletarian wouth. (%) To ﬂ001mwllsh this task Revolution must not  however,
£211 int» the shadows »f the Co mung's confusion hut 5 concretise its »Hosition -
i. e definitely zccsnt the slwmars f 4he Polshevik-leninists

7) Ia Veritd is an aherlute necessity But it must liberate 1tscll from the

centr .ot influences which vesulted in the 2ppeal »f Commune I Verith must

resume its fieohting intransigent cha The most imoortsnt abject oﬁliig
Triticien 18 Piveriism which is opnosed to leninism and has thus bocome. by ite
S ehatacterisation (J). % rezobismary bendsacy. '
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WOTTS on "WHAT I8 A TMASS PAPER' T

1), GBL Gr)uhe Bolcbev1k—Ten1n1 te. Trench Trotskyists.

2), Revolutionary Left = Fauche vawlurlonmq1re 2T U0 founded by Marceau Pivert
in 1935 of a right—sentrist nature.

3) . .Marceau Pivert (1995 - 195%) was a member »f the Bataille Socisliste ten—
dency in the SIIO (™ ench Tahourite ngup)'and srmaniser of the Gauche Rev-
alutisnnaire orHoHun He sevved as an a'd to Blum in 1936, bhut after his
sraup was ordeved o Aissolve in 1937 he left tne STIO and frunded the
Workers and Peasants SHcizalist Plvty /DS”P) in 1938 After World war II,
he returned t» th~ SFLO

4) ..S.A.P (Socizlist Unvkerr Party of Germs any) was fo-med in Detober 1921
after the S»cial Drmdovats hyﬂ@lled spveral left-vingsts headed by Max
Seydewitz  In the soring »f 1937 a solit occurred in the German Communist
Right Opposition (xP2 th& Brandlerites) and z groun of 800 led by Jakob Walch-—
er entered the S.\,P., Waen %evd@% tz and Hther Tounde s —withdrew. the ex—~
Brandlevltec assumed the leadershivn of the S.4.P. which then claimed 14,000
members: its numbers vere greatly reduced after Hitler came to power. In
August 1933 at 3 Conference in Paris svonsored by the IA0 (International
Labour Community) the S.A.P. joined the Iaternaulnnal Left Oooogition in
sisning the Declavation »f Tour proclaiming the necessity t» work fnr a
new Internatinnal Inter the S.A.P. became an 2active ospponent of the movo—
ment for the Murth Internatiommnl :

5%, ,.Lesn Blum (1872 ~ 19592) was the top SFID lezder in the 12308 and »remier of
the first Peonle's Front sovernment in 1936

6).. Jean Zyromsky (1990 - ) Founder »f B2 tlele Sycirliste tendency in the BFIO,
was a party functisonary with nro-5t- Jdinist le=nings in advocate »f  organic
unity’ in the mid-1932Y he jrined the Communist Party after ¥ rid War II.
The relntion betwsen tqese v Tlvue firues is brisfle best descrived by
quoting fron Tyosteky s srtichs [in the same volume )  for Comaittoncs of
Action not the annl’*s “T)mt”° HPivert clutches at Zyromskl. wh. clutches
at Blum who in turn together with Thorez {CP lsrder) clutches 2t Herriot,
who clutches at Iaval (who oollaborated with the y

7)...canaille = rabble mob,

8)...Revolution was the organ »f the Youth Tntente. It vas oot the osrgan of

)

the OBL but thev pariilcinated in it.
.

. Tarlier in the article Tratsky said .o.. ea2y Pivert declared 7 OF tl*“e

months 295 that the struzgle agiinst Tratgkyiem’ is the sior 7 o resct-
isnary tendency " But now Pivert todik o thwb very .strugsle
SOME ¢ AMD REFLECTIONS on "WILT TS5 4 THASS PAPER'

The central problem Wf a revolutionary vaver is its relation 1o the class,
hoth molitically and technically. That is the paper must express the historie
interests »f the class relating them 1o the precisely eviluated objective sit—
wation »f that class while a2t the same time using every sensitivity in pros—
entation,

But if the pvuhlcm were exh? ust .d with this it would be f2irly exsily vposed.
Hawever the revolutinunary paver is the srgan not just of some uncorporeal pOl-
itical line. it is the »rean of a very real. tangible ~rouving. Becruse of
this nuestiong »f the relatin betweeon the organ of the party and the class crn-
Wt be seen without diseussing first the velation betwsen the prriy itself and
the clas As Trotsky wrote in July 1934 (in The Leasgue Faced with a Turn): It
is not envvﬁh far a revolutiosnist to have covrnct idea2s. Lot us not forret that
carrect ideas have already been set ddm in Canital 2nd in The Communist Minifes=

ts. TBut that has not orevented false id:oas from being hroadenst. It is the
task of the rvevolutiosnary varty to> veld iogether the edy>vrect ideas with the mass
labour movement Only in this way c3n an idea become a drivinz force...4 revo-

lutionary oroanisatinn does not mean a paner and its readers .V

. This must be understnnd in two vays. Plrstly the zeneral and unlversally
valid fwct it is the "cadres who_ must nave the way to_the _masres Tor the news—
paner’ - that 2g2in 'ﬁur OldTeS Wlll hlagzz the trlll far Qur ideas and slo—




gans.,.," This must be understood: at all times it is the action of the partyin
strugeling for the realisation of the programme that breaks ground among the
working class, The party is nd>t simply, as the ING would have it, the dissemin-tor
»f rounded ideas, of revolutinnary analyses. And inasmuch as it exwlains the

world to the working class it dres thi s through a combination of literary (the
paver) and personal (nctivity of individuals) intervention. In other words, if

the peper is seen as the weapdn 2nd the member is simple the man or woman who
delivers it, only h2lf the job hae heen done. The vaper must be a wenvon, butb

even 2 cutlass might be used to sovread butter if it is not in .the hands of a
warrior. The paper is a weavon, you must be the warriors.

That is way Trobsky emphasises the ocuestinn of blazing a trail, Let us lonk
at it zn>ther way. Toes our paper (or any other) convert racialists into anti
recinlists ? Does 1t convert those who believe that canitalism is only “human
nature o believing that we must overthrow cavitalism ? T don't think it does
this,  So what should we do ® Write a paper only far the already converted, rely-
ing on s%me hoved—for future radicalisation in the working class to provide us
with more and more >f the alrezdy converted ? No. clearly not ! We understand
that the paper can direct and »rganise, inform and round out, the more or less
converted. and also set vedvle thinking., OK. 8o it's not completely useless,

But almost ! Yes it is almost useless if the members of the revolutionary organ
isation are not waging 2 constant struggle to bring more and more peovle into the
orbit of revolutionary polivics and completely o a revolutionary world >utlook.

Tt is in this sense that Trotsky means that 2 politicnl newspaper cannot be
mide nccessible to the masses "except as a function of the srowth of the osrgnnis-
ation ..."

Now, as I sa2id. this is always true. (And I cannot pass over this point
without remarking thatall too few of our comrades understand this. If they did,
the carrying out of SH's exposition of 'processing contacta! would zlready have
gone on smoothly). But what changes — and modifies the importance »f the ab ove
— is the relationship of forces amongst the political groups gnd thelr overall as
well as individual relatisn to the class, ideologically and organisationally.

We belong to 2 very small woliticnl tendency. We cannot magsively affect the
weneral recevtivity to our ideas, although we rever stop trying. If we try to
relate to a backward class while not having hlazed the trail for our ideas by
the personal intervention »f our comrndeg -nd cympathisers ve will »1lvays stand
in danger of adaptation. This adavptstisn to seckwardness is not incudinble, nor
is drowning in a strong current. it is juet verydifficult 1o avoid. This 1s
always a problem with rank-and-file papers, but it i1s also a problc. T.th the
main paper. WF too.

This provides us with constant problems. LetVs take an imagintry situation.
Imnoine we crticise a trade union leader with o rerlly abusive shrroness, And
imagine further =2nd as this is usually our situation, it will not be difficult
t5 imagine, that we have no workers in that union. The criticism is - oven if ve
get it to vpeovle in that industry - almost bound to be rejected, Why ? DBecause
we are not present in the arena in which that struggle against our ideas 1g fought
Tt is literally a2 "no contest" - the union leader wins, How do we get round this?
Well, first of all, let's be absolutely clear, we do not drop the criticism {

This totally ovpportunist funking of revolutionary resprnsibility is best character—
ised among Trotskyist groups by the ING. Manchester comrades will remember IMNG
cdes. Dolan and Whelan actually stating that they agreed with the Stalinists that
Trotskylsts who criticised the leadership during the sit-in period were tegnlitters?i

What we do is that we put forward cuite precise idens of our own and measure
the trade union lenders 2gainst those ideas. Even this is difficult. But it
avoids the frenetic imbecility of the SLL's "denunciationg” and the flagrant
opportunism of the IMG (as well as IS and others - mainly the Stalinists).

This vractical examrls has been confirmed time and time again., Most of all in
Bolton: if WF had had just one member 335242 the Shop Stewards?® Quarterlies, they
could nnt have exclud~d us from use of the AUEW hall, intimidated nur contacts
and slandered us — 2t least not without a massive fight in which we would ammost
certainly have won many nore contacts and some members 100,




That's the first »oint I want t> make abyut Troteky’s article. It is. you
noyte  what Trotsky takes v grantad
This small tendency »f ours then must rsmain absolutely clear and »rincipled
avoiding these terrible pressures ~f adantati-n. ‘
Trotsky savs much abrut the nature »f adantation T™e whole matter may be
roduced 1o that of sdy-catled "“rvevoluti-nary impaticnee’ The relationghin 1o
magses is sccn as coming orisr to the base in the N2SSSH . Thes cornot

ot 1300

L emall revolu tionary tendeacv eannat protucs A pku71 mass naner not
because it does n>t have the financial f,M)uroeu v channels F distribution
>f its literature hut beezuse the bhasis f the class's receptivity 4o even

nonularly eyDres&ed revolutionary ideas (~fter ~11 that 2ttack their habits
and their L.roes that do nHt just muwhlﬁ ahyut the cosmos) is unlikely to
have becn formed 1if the revolutisnav tendency is still small,

The exceptions 2 snlv in cast¢ vhere 1d 25 which 2re in gene al revo—
lutisnary 2~ e nrevailant becsuse of factors osther than the sanil terkvncv
But in this situation even as the small tendency is more >r less unknown it
will he difficult fHr it to put foward its nrtloul Y revolutiodary idens.

It us look at two sxamnles. the GQI.thq+ roteky talks aboaut, and us, WA,

The GBL existed at 2 time when the Froench Vﬂrklnﬂ class was immensely mil~-
itant, when 1t could have made the revolutiorn 1in fast. The actiorn of the
Stalinists diverted it from that vpath and led it throuvh comvromise to defeat
and from defeat to Fasclsem What could the GBIL do? Iot criticize the Stale
iniste as messrs., ING in the figures »f Dolan and Vholan vould have us helive?
No, They had as Trotsky pointed o~ut. 2 firm and clear duty t- do this.

Yas there a voceptivity 0 revolution:ry ideas in #onera] amongst the masses?
Yes. Could the GBL then gain the ear »f the masses by nroducing 2 revolutisnary
paver?® No. T do that thev sntered the SFIO in what wae known as the French .

Turn »f 1935, TIn nther vnrds the ear »f the mnasces was vained by the »reani-
sation with its ~eawon the vpaver not by the vaper 2lime.

But the tiny GBL 4id contemnlate A mass paper Could it he a vonor of a
mass ciroulatidm® Only slowly. Then vhy did they not »voduce eithnov only a

theoretical journal ~r a ‘cadre newvsvaper’ zg Trotsky wvts 14?  Because at a
time when the masgses 2ave searching for the revelutiznarvy voad to he haunting

other byevavs ig cviminal. I3 wyuld hove moant completely vacating the arena
~»f etruggle in vwhich the clase itself wvas g un the fight leav: it onen
to the Btaliniets the Sreial Demncrote nod g yubbish to the right »f them
simnly because it did n t suit the eradua, | veloaoment 2f the tend wnov

But it did lead them tn adantition as ~»v impatient attitude dray

We are nyt in the same siturtion hut ours is not 2ltosether dipeiilarv, °
revolutisnary tendency that confined itself to heing 2 cadre newsnhaoer =vo-—
ducer might as well cuit now s we stoted clearly vhen we left WS we have
to vraduce a paver vaich can relate to the class struzgle 2s 11 mounts a2t the
oresent time. DBut we do nnt have the tried and trained members in every fiegld,
in every uninn and mass Jrqaﬂ1satlwﬂ In fact we have very fow membhers and
they are not 2ll exverienced.

Consequently we must combine tw: functi-ns. that »f a mass vaver velxting
directly to the wdiriing class witjout contact with our comrades (mado nossible
in mart by the radicalisation »f the working class) and of 2 cadre naprer re-—
lating vrincivally t5 our members. sympithisers and contmots and o>nly through

them to the class. Jur vaner then is a « as C?ﬁﬂWH put it = Yeombination
tool". _
I believe that if we ke~p these ideas in mind we will not make the errors

A4

many have made in their use ~f the paper. vill understand how 12 relate it to
nrocessing contacts’  will understand what conside ations should euide tho
editrrial boavd and alsy hovw to angle H~ur ~ritiag.

I cannot mass sn withoHut renarking that eyactly the s-me considerations as
thosge velating to mass vavers relate t3 mass work. Thus for instance. cde.
Stratfordts idea that “"we will win veople on the bhasis »f our work in the clars®
and some S.0.Londan comrades' concevtion that a party is Yhuilt from the bhobttom
up'  that is by its dav to day work in the c¢lass. 2re quite Tmlse. In the case
of the S.E.ILond »n comrades this can be understood as they do very good daily



WOTK 3y the class and are not acouainted with the oroblems of the lack of »
substantiniy wadre in the 2roun - problems which exist in many loealitics
StratfIrd Asmg femaw LBSs  waosnoh N deoos oann~t lorow-rd SPYing from
ignorance »f problems »r dlmasrsisn in dndily work. but from mere Pundamenis
wrong notions.

What remains t~ be oointed nut I think. in Troteky's 2rticle is the dig—
tinctinn he mokes bhoatwesn “subiective anoreciation’ and the =pnreciati
subjectivity. The frrmer's subiective nature lies in the the type >f.TTM,
ation. nit what is boing aoonrecizted the 2bject »f ’DUYGClthJm Mat
Trotsky oralses the intention of Commune ts “soesk the
and the fields’ (mb,m than IMG-ese). That is vhy he
nwresents its re sing itselfl atyjhg same time_ >
of the masses tﬂpﬂto ves

“TTh Sther worls he ig all in favour »f avnreciating the subjectiivity of the
mazses, indeed consiers it escential but he is in favour of aonrecitrting 1t
81t
t

scientifically. in a Marxist wav. nnt on the basis of suverficizl. vartial ver-
sonal imbressiﬂns Subjeut hamgelves 15 pressures from more hockward lavers.

The points that Tratsky makes are ocuilte -indisvensable. On eccapion we are
canﬁittin“ tha errars he speaks »f Vo must vichten our course immedintely.
Relate to the r-u1ug and advanced lavers »f the class ves' hut rcl%teour
subjectivity. that is our consciorusness embordied in >ur orarimme O thom, With~
sut this we moy ~2s well nuit

Androw Hohrnung

3L LITERATION MOVEITETT — an obhsarvation,

'''' TTUESHSTUAR T at end of student report)
In IB no.5 Martin Thomas discermnad three distinet (thourh ol
viously interconnected) elementa of the struscle of revolutionories
eoaingt the onaresoion of women in ~11 its asrects, fov the “liber-
ation of women,..and the Llihe ation of men®. I ghall list them as

thaey anneareds

e) the expnlanation in mitable asit-tion nde o the
resctionory nature of the frmily ineti-ution fact ond ide-

Olosy of wonen's suherdination,

B)  The mobilisatinom oi woon o ~lithecal action on , e AR
a variety of issues

c) Woiking in existing
(L) is in wy view a cuestion of =rincinle: (b) and (c) Fr~ & ~rvoun
of nur rize (thoush not for = voun the sise of I e ) e7e onegt-
inng of tactics ond nriorvities,®

- )
7L ~rovng

This short ohanrvation is desisned to make this last »oint
cleazrer - to make clearey what sort of difficulties are involved
in (n) and (c). I ousht to say that the informatinn is a1l ~n hear-
say, nnt lono patient study. '
The night cleaners campaism has just rersistered o siso
Any omne who says - and T have heard it said — that the coum
was & waste of Time T conclude must simnly he isnnrant of
3till; as o very small orsanisation we would not under normal circume
gtences work within a vevy hackwars milicu, that on the whole is
field of the masg Haviy (uﬂ1rQ° vou ave in the TME of coviga), Te
Teagon will he obviousn. The more hackward +the havdey 1o vacyuid
the basig of a vevolutionary rocyamre
I%, it seems, recrulted ey Hohhs, the leadex

ers. Bot elearly they did n-t ve-rvuit her to IS
"hone Tfor militante® ticket. But as a home for mi
1st narty is much hettey. And so Vay Fobhs wasg lost
<

by the CP

fluch of the work the WAG did scems to have heen thinss like coll-
ccting subg, helwins with unionisstion etec. Thig was rmood work, and
heg »aild off.  Rut agein the rackwardness of the section determined



STUD®EQOT FRACT L ON REPAORT.

Due tO the voor response to my circular I have not been =2ble to fully locate
all the student members of W.F.. but the following is 2 list of places where it
is rumoured we have students.,

Birmingham Polytechnic ~ Roger Litawski (Sncial Studies)

Birmingham University «~ Phil Lewis (Economics)

Belton Institute of Technology —~ John Cunningham (Psychology)

- Chris Corcoran (Business Studies)

Bristol University - Simon Temple — (Economic History)

Enfield Conllege — Bss Hardy (Social Science)

Keele University - Pat Longman (Sociology and Politics)

Liverpuoul University =— Paul Barker (Mathematics)

Manchester University ~ Neal Smith (PhD on industrial working conditions)

- Naomi Wimbourne (Philosophy/ English)

Nottingham Art College ~ Sue Leigh.

W.F, Position on Students.
Our position on students. agreed by the NC. is summed up in the following
extract from a draft of MT's article on the ING.

In, let us say. the 19th century. the cultural and social ties between
students and their class of origin were so tight that students had to be
assessed politically as a special fraction of the bourgeaisiebéwﬁgai§? however,
students generally have a degree »f financial indevendence, and their destinies
are uncertain and probably among the ranks of wage labour and even trade unionism.
We have to consider students as a group with political indevendence from the
bourgenisie, But neither are students working class. They do not live by selling.
their labour power, they do not produce surplus value.

We regard students as belng outside production, ag not engaged in productive
labour. From the mnint of view of economics. what is hzrpening in universities
and colleges is that a certain amount of socially necessary labour is being put
in by lecturers, ancillary staff and so on. a certain amount of canital is being
denreciated, and what is being produced is an enrichment of the labour power of
the students. It's true that students work. and thnt their work is essential to

he production of that enrichment. Bui the class position of students is essent-~
izlly no different from what it would be if m+de transparent by students (or some—
one on their behalf) vaying for ther educati>n ( - a situation, anyvay, that in
fact exists on a large scale in many advanced capitalist countriss). [JThe commod-—
ity produced rem2zins in the possession of the student. Grants no w-sre ake
students wage workers than unemployment benefit mikes vnemployed wo-kor: emplayed.

S0 we assess students as "declagsed", The term “declassed” is 2 residual
category, encompassing a variegated collection of marginal social groups. However,
there are some conclusions we can draw already. Socialists do not have to confine
themselves to picking off individual students - a student movement is not a
reactionary force, as it would be if students are bourgeois. On the other hand,

a socialist movement attempting to base itself primarily on students is building
a house on sand. and will tend to degenerate intn academicism or adventurism.

There is no necessary. built-in class struggle of independent. epochal,
historical significance in the student situation. However, students are organised
together in large number by their work. And they have a limited possibility of
wringing concessions out of college administrations without the struggle necessir—
ily reaching the level of a2 confrontation with the State.

Finally. students.. though (except for a small minority) not engazed in nro-
ducing ideas, have, as a result of their work, a certain sensitivity to ideologi-
cal issues. Moreover +they are closer to an internatinnal, not purely parochial
congclousness. Struggles can be waged., What will Be the nature of the politics
of these struggles ?

Political 1life does not take place through the direct action of social
classes. The classes act through various forms of political representation ~
rarties, non—-party political movements (eg VSC), trade unions, state apparatuses,
etc. These forms are not straightforward 'reflections" of the classes they
renresent -~ each party. etc. has its own indevendent history, into which its
sneial base enters only as one element. With working class political parties =




Students/2.

definite law of inertia sverates, The British Commurst Party, for examvple, con—
tinues to play an important role even thouzh politically utterly bankrunt.
Where 2 revolutionary leadership could devel»sp the self-reliance and asgertive—
ness of the working class. the reformist leadershiv acts as an indirect mechan—
ism for the pressure of the canitalist class, and builds up an interaction where
bureaucracy, prevarication. elitism, half-me~sures. on the nart of the leadersh-
ip sustain and are sustained by avathy. short-sightedness, servility, backward-—
ness among the rank and file. Having built this up. the reformist leadership
fifills 2 certain function which can't just be wished away. The CP's attitude
to the Industrial Relatinns Bill was utterly demnzo~ic and non—~combative, But
still, in terms of organised action agsinst the Industrial Relations Bill, the Cp
could voint to greiter nchievements than IS. the IMG. and the SLL out together.

Tt is this fact of being rooted in a definite routine »f class struggle that
gives rise to +the law of inertia., Ibw, as regards students. there are no defin-
ite routines of class struggle, no definite functions of the reformist leader—
ships. There is therefore an extreme mobility of Dras of politic2l revresent—
atinon of various sections of students Morenver, having no independent class
pogtion, students are naturally denpndent for their idenlogles uvon the main
ancial classes. In the ers when the bougenisie was the dsing class, they tended
to follow the bourgenisiej 1in the vresent erz, when the proletariat is the
rising class. they tend to follow the proletariat, (Ve speak, of course, only of
general tendencies )

The preoont ¥ student mllltancy d%tes qneclflcally from three devnloﬁaents, %n

a]lot movoment in the US), ) cr1s1s of reformlsm (194ﬂ =70 L%bﬁur Govornment

"Grand Coalition' in Germzny, etc); Aa decline in the basis in reality of the
deolony of the 'career' (1ncfeas1nv mobility and insecurity in zradunte unemnloy-
5 The ideolnaies of reformism wvere unable to accommodate the challenge

by the anti-imverialist strugsles; the decline in the 'career' ideology

ononmd the way for more cohesion in the student body.

The student movement, naturslly. was fertile soil for all sorts of weird
idenlogical mutations., Students are not, like the working class, "digeiplined,
united. orgonised by the mechanism of the vrocess of capitalist produection
itself”.

What then =re the volitics of the sztulent strugsle? Some renoral rules

apply. Precisely becnuse there ig no built-in routlne of class strai~cle,
students tend to pose demands which thelr struggles cannot rezlls .  Uonsetuent-
ly there are terndencies to utopianism and ultra-~leftiem of varic:s *“rtno

Beyond that everything devends on the tranaformation of the politic .l forms of
renresentatinn through ideological strugsle, on forming a solid soci%llst core
which fichts for ideological influence among students,

Obviously Marxists cannot adopt 2 sectarian attitude to student struggles, or
postulate political education taking place in comvlete isgolation from these
struggles. But we must stress that 'student economism', 'confromtation politics®,
and other adventurism merely leads, and has led, to defeat, even 32t its own
chosen level of the struggle against the college administrations.

Apart from the dubiocus and non-Marxist state xment about “when the
proletariat is the rising class students will tend to frllow the vnroletariat”
and an implied conservatism towards student struggles, the above statement secas
sdecuate.

Students and Branch Work.

From the few reb3r+J received it appezrs that the attitude of most branches
is that students do student work 2t college and branch vork when not at college,
instead of seeing student work as bheing part of activities of the branch. It
would be 2hsurd if student members did not discuss industrinl work but there ig
apparently little supervigion or discussion of student worle by most branches.
Before next term all branches should discuss the activities that student members
will be engaged in. Reports to be sent to the student convenor.
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Socialist Societies.

Our main 2rea O0F siwdent worls will pruDablsy be in the OSocialist Sociew.
W.F. comrades should actively take part in Soc. Soc. activities to win a u
number »f students over to socialist politics through meetings. propaganda on
such auestions as Ireland, and by trying to link up student and worker strugg—
les. Examples of this are linking up the Student Union autonomy issue with the
I.R,Act and 2l1so the involvement of students in the miners'! strike. Where
possible loeal militants should be brought along to address student meetings.

The best peosple in Soc. Soc. will probablv be attracted to the larger
groups (IS, CP, IMG). Those that seriosusly  want to help in workers!
struggles will be attracted to the grouPs that have the impressive organisation,
weekly paver etc., We have no hopeof winning pensple on this level. We have to
win people on the hasis of our politics., Student comrades should organise Soc.
Soc, discussion meetings in which we can differentiate ourselves from the other
tendencies and try to organise meetings with W,F. speakers.

Comrades should actively take vart in all 'local'! student struggles, but
care must be taken if initiating such struggles that you are not leading peovle
to inevitable defeat and vietimisation.

Academic Work and Theoretical Work,

There seems to be a general consensus of opinion on the left, particularly in
W.F,. that the less academic work a2 student does and the more likely he is to
be thrown outof college, then the hetier the comrade is., This is stuvid. Student
members should keep sufficiently abreast of their subject and aware of contro-
versies in their field t» be able to argue for a Marxist position in seminars
and classes. to produce criticisms of bourgeois ideas 1o write education notes,
and to write articles for the paper.

Students have the opportunity and facilities for both develoning their own
un lerstanding of Marxism and also contributing to the theoretical development
ot the group. All students should set themselves, or be commissioned by the
group to undertake, a project for W,F,, supervised by the education and publicat—
ions committee and the student convenor. This is not z burden but something
comrades should enjoy doing as part of their own developnent and that of the

aroup.

Ay SeToll, Se

The NC decided some time ago that 21i student comrodas should join ASTMS,
By doing this students can take part in a2ll the activities of trnde union work
egcept hold office. This could be 2 most important area of work and could form
the basis for an ASTMS fraction,

L' COD. S.U‘

The Liaison Committee for the Defence of Student Unions got off to a good
start last year as the beginnings of 2 left-wing core of pnlitiecally conscious
students. Comrades should try to get their Soc. Soc.s and Situdent Unions to
affiliate and to try and get elected as delegates to L.C.D.S.U. meetings. We
must try to orientate L.C.D.S,U., to linking up student issues with workers!'
struggles without falling into IS's trav of demanding a full political progr—
amme which excludes left sympathisers and which tries to build a mini-revolut-
ionary party in the student movement,

One of our urgent tasks is to formulate our ideas on L.CsD.S.Us coherently.
Branch student organisers should send me their ldezs on our activities in
LoCeDe S, U. immediately to gether with the state of L.C.D.S.U. locally as
recuested some 6 weeks ago.

PHIL LEWIS (Student Fraction Convenor)

WoMEN'S TIBERATION MOVEMENT ... CONTINUED ees
that the work done was not revolutionary -~ork. was not worrk ap»roiched from
2 distinctly revolutionary not to say Trotskyist ngle,

What I wish to> »wadint »-ut then am>runts to this: the backwardness »f women
in many occupatisns (itself claarly a -esult »f capitalist opnression) means
that the targets chosen for industrizl work by WAG and other grounines will
tend o> be just the kind »f work th-t the small provpaganda group would not do
in any case. This is 2 seneral limitation apnlving to (b) and (c¢). AH







