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POLITICAL.LETTER.

There is not a vproper Political Letter this manth... juet some notan
on the finer points of some major roceut BLolidicnl ivewen, which may not be
at once obviouse from tho ecoverage in the paper. On Chile, the differences
between us and the ING (outlined in Bas Hardy's separately-circulated
pamphiet) have given rise to somsc heated and long debates in meotings in
London. ,

Likewise on tht Middle East.

% The IS and the SWP hsv: taken positions essontially similar to ours.

* The IMG (and apparently the FI majority) have taken a very strange
position. They stand for the smashing of the Zionist statc and a United
Socialist Revublic of theArab East - and after that for the right of self-
dotormination of the 'Israeli Jewish nation'. Yor oxplanation, see the
latest issuc of ‘International'; for counter-argument, see the forthcoming
second issue of 'Permancnt Revolution'. :

Briefly.: Self-detcrmination means the risht to form an independent
nation state...which is then freooc to be Zionist, to ally with imperialism, cte.;
i.c. to deny the national rights of the opvressed nations, the Palestinians
and the Arab nations in general. Therec is no reason to supposc that socialist
revolution in the Arab East would automatically, immediatcly wipce out Zionist
consciousness...still less to suppose that a new 'Israell national conscious-
ness', cleansed of Zionism,would reosult. Israeli nationalism is Zioniem, is
the nationalism of an oppressor nation. The road from[that idgglogy to -
truc class consciousness for the Israeli working class is direct to internation-
alism, not via some hypothetical now cleansed non—oppressive nationalism.

Therce is no question of our position cavitulating to bourgeolis Arab nationalism
- it is precisely bourgeois Arab nationalism which is ready to compromisc with
the Zionist state, and the Arab working masses who arc determined to smash it.

The IMG opposc the demand for a democratic—~secular Palestine as
roformist ~ thus taking an ultra=-left position of opposition to consistent
domocratic demands. If this ultra-leftism has any concrote meaning, it is
a capitulation to left Zionism. In this conncetion, it is intercsting to
study the recent 'interview with a Lobanesc Trotskyisti' appearing in tho
Red Weokly. This is a translation from 'Rouge'.. or neoarly so. One scntence
is cut out, without acknowlcdgemeont. This is onc of the demands at the ond
which calls Tfor "total and unconditional withdrawal of the Isracli forces to
the preo—=1967 fronticrs". (my emphasis).. So Isracli cxpansionism was all right
Up to 1967 ? So the original Isracli state has a right to oxist ?

* Lutto Ouvricre initially took an abstentionist position, but later
corrccted thomsclves. But a numbor of items in their paper suggest — implicitly,
but very strongly — a similar position to the IMG on tself-detormination',

% Tho SLL uscs bombast about "Vietory to tho Arab Revolution". In tho
first place, this is opportunist; it tends to identify thc bourgcois Arab statcs
with thc "Arab rcvolution®. In the second placec, it opons tho way to
abstontionism oncc the true facts arc discovered, OFf course we support a
Revolution against the Zionist state... but once we discover that it is the
bourgeois Arab states who are fighting, not the Revolution, what thcheees?

#* The OCI makes its main slogan a Consiituent Assembly for Palostine
(to unite Jewish and Arab workers...)

Finally, on Phase 3.

Most left papers have reacted to Phase 3 in exactly the same way as to
Phase 2 and Phase 1. But in fact it is different. As cxplained in the article
in the paper, it is not a rigid ceiling but a loosc net designcd to allow the
government leeway and prevent big united struggles building up.

Thus a slogan like "Unite to smash Phasc 3", though it exprcsses a
worthy thought. does not relate at all to the comrcte dynamics of the situation.
The c2ll for Councils of Action for example, is lgﬁﬁ on the agenda now than
for almost two years. The porspective right now is, like it or not, and no
matter what we do, of fragmented struggles. That doesn't mean wo don't
make energetic mlls for solidarity. It does mean that the fight back must
be located round a full, rounded programme, not a simple pious cry of 'Unity'.

MT.



.. - iNEWS FRON THE' BRANCHES.

Notamuoh news ‘this time.sw o
BOLTON. JC is now 1n London, and BR on oartlal leaVe of absence,* 'u,‘.
redu01ng the branch. to- ‘three fully-active. members. The main conoentratxon of_ ,f;\
work i= mnund a "Council of Action', which is largely based on the ternants!
movement but gets 20/%0 people to meetlngs. The AIL is ln decllne after thé
end of the Blackburn 3 case.: The IMG have moved 1nto Bolton 1n strenvth now
' hav1ng ‘six members® thera. i o
+ . MANCHESTER, - -The- probleme descrlbed in the last 'News from Branches'
" " have evidently not been solveds. work 1s stdll sporadlc‘. The NC is to dlscuss

the problems at it coming meetirg. uﬁ_
LIVERPOOL, /ISt has moved to Liveérpool, IC has 301ned and there«are

Lal couple of other potentlal reorults around. Areas of work not mach’ changed
- TEESSEDE o Fortnlnhtly publlc meetings are being started The branch
does pot feel that there dre many opportunities: for work in the IP, but TD has
been approaCEed by, 2 number of LP members§: (1nclud1ng counc1110rs) saylng that
they reoognlse ‘the need.for a revelution and’ want dlscuss1ons.~;“'
o NOTTINGHAM., Gontact vork is. gettlng more organlsed A RSN readcrs'
“-group ig to be started at Stanton. T
‘ " BIQMINGHAM;; KC has fallen vietim to the iHG 'unlty offens1ve' ‘In
d180u551on? he 5a1d that WF was rlgﬁt on all maJdr polltlcal dlfferences with -
. tHe TMG, but these dlfferences were rdatively *minor! and the IMG was blgger...”
,b"{; ‘ COVENTRY. Serious work has bgen started in the LP and LPYS and hasg .

5 Talready born fru1t in terms of" contaots uséful in work" round the Trlumph Meriden.
" cbeeupation. (Our comrades have produced pos ters £or tho ocoueation ‘and- drranged C
“f0r revresentatives from the occupatlon to'.speak’ at -2 400~strong meetlng at ?ywﬂf
Lr',wEnfleld Collene) Regular fortnlphtly open moetlngs ‘have been startod v
w00 7 7 NORTHAMPTON, The success of the defence effort’ round Joe Gallagher de
- ‘reported in ‘the. latest issue of the paper. (The Defence’ Commlttce built b our

,,:‘“comrades has got eomo 30 or so poonle to moetlngs) Work 1n thc LP 15 also
dﬁbelng started. : :
S "OXFORD, = BR.and’ BS ‘are now bao in Oyford aftor %ulnr in London for the o
;afsummer, 50 - far theéir efforts have be con mainly.takin uvo-by student Work (an .
'foccupatlon may alroady be underway ag I. wrlte) but dezlnlte olons are undorway
"f;fto bring more system into the work.
S LINCOLN, = AH’ ‘has. moved from Oxford to- collogo 1n Llncoln... he 1s kooplng
“1n oontact #ith the. Notzlngham branch. N
. . . - BRISTOL, . CW is now worklng <in Bristol Royal: Inflrmary. Wbrk is stlll
",malnly ofn: ;nd1v1dual oontact lcvel ,
207 READING,” HP has. joinedi -In -Bratknell SMC is active 1hxthe LP (he is
Y now seoretary of* the LPYS% and is planning to build an R&F toachor group.
DS LONDON .EC, IH, "and DR haVQ 301ned and we have.a’ numbor of working
sympathlscrs. Revular 1ndustr1a1 Work has been started ek
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SR ON ABORTION S e
;,;c I have found from the discuSsions on abortion that the different
~}r oplnione‘on this subaect held by WF comrades -have not yet been solved,
“‘thérefore I think it important that this be taken up-in the I.B. All
oomrades ‘must feel. free to.alr their views" on this ‘and must not in any
-¥gy feel inhlblted. 50 would oomrades please reply'to this article in
- Se- -
’One of the reasons I support rree abortion on demand" "the woman
‘s rlght to thoose" ~ besides 1t. being entirely for the woman to
. decide’  .whefher or not she has g child - and not for the state or
- any other person ~ 18 because this demend. more than any other from
the women's liberation movement ‘s trikes-at the roots of the slave
mentality that 15 forced on women from ehildhood, when they first
dress her in pink, when she is given her first doll when she is
taught to "help mummy" to. cook, s ew, all in preparation for her role
in the famil in society, in the factory.




The family being one of the pillars that capltalist society rest
upon and this demand shekes that pillar to its very foundatlons.
That 1s why some of the most reactionary and dangerous elements

‘within cepitalist society.are "digeging in their heels". Because

the struggle for "free abortion on demand" challenges bourgeols
ideclogy of "a women's place 1s in the home", the religlous and

‘mystfnnl prejudices, institutions, etc, of class soclety.

For thousands of - years women have been burdened with these .con-
cepts that permeate soclety, concepts that keep the woman in her
tplace' and also keep the man in his - as the breadwinner, the dom-
{nant men of action, while the woman is passive, obedlent, .seen as
part of nature. .She-as well as the foetus are seen as sacrosancte

It is with thls 'sacredness' of the foetus comes the reaction

,against abortion on demand, and the logic of such beliegsleads fo
~arguments as to whether the foetus 1s a human being. - Well then we
nave to define what & humsan being is - which is such a complex quest-

ion, with 'so many different views, I believe that we cannot do"this.
e cannot define a humen being in isolation l.e. 2s.an individual, we

“have to define such things in relation to society, we see man as a
_social being, part of soclety - which clearly. the foetus is not. One
of the things we learn from Marx 1s thatnothing is sacred. - Take the

whole ‘question of whether or not abortion is murder, that 1s at what

time 1s 1t designated that abortlon is taking the 1&fe of a human

being - this concept stems from Christianity, especially Catholiclsm
- which has endowed:thebfoetus with a soul, has endowed nature with

‘mysticism.

The Gatholic Church has declared (it may still be true today, I'm

" not sure) that id any cholce between the saving of the-foetus and

saving -the life of the Woman, the latter must be sacrificeds Yet the

_Catholic Church teaches its followers that woman is -sacrosanct’, ‘she

Kl

is something that must be nurtured and protected from the ‘sins® of
the world, and then it violates its own concepts. It can do nho other
because 1t is & ‘'moral' conceptvand,such”theories,ofemoralsiaré“ :
designed to--sult 'all periods, all peoples, awd a'll conditionsy and it
is precisely for that reason it is never and powhere applicable™. -So
much for 'morals'. _ v _ , AR L

. ..8ome comrades belleve that in a 'socialist' society women should be

‘prevented from having en‘abortion on the grounds that the need for
_aportion (eeonomic) will disappear in a socialist society, That 1
don't doubt. - But the fundamental question is: ‘should.the woman's

Mcivil, politieal, and cultural rights" be stopped by the gtate or the

man who is the blological father of the chlld #? Is she to be foreed
into the "joys of motherhcod" by "law and order", Just as he is today
under a capitalist state. Will she be punished by imprisonment or will

‘she just get a heavy fine ? Or meybe this: 'socialist' soclety will

start to hapd out medals for motherhood. ! To quote Trotsky - "the
philosophy of priests endowed also with the powers of a gendarme"
Instead of helping to free the woman from the clutches of the family,
from the e¢lutches of bourgeols ideology, we would be tightening these
chains ever tighter on her mind. Besides pushing any progresslon to -
aﬂsocialist'society‘further backe R : - L
Some coprades have said I have nd 'love' for mankind, because 1" :
believe we will 211.cease to exist, and that 1ife is not sancrosanchs:

‘gurely 1t does notf mean that we do rot 'cere' about mankind because .t

we -one 'day will cease to exist. (I will one day-eease to exist, does- -
that mean that I should stop eating, 1iving, having children - because
they will cease to éxist)e I 'care' about mankind, but so do most of
tcare' about other. peopler- beceyse It 18 a spcial condition.to
care, not a "bidogical' inventiorny in the same way as Jmotherhood' 1s.
a social.conditioning, and  is not’ inherent in the female specles.. - =
T+ seems .to me that for comrades to take such stands as "the foetu
"1ove of mankind", are such morels, they.are endowing =
SR Lot tee ot Jeonted. last p. of NG
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_WORKERS' FIGHT WOMEN'S CONFERENCE. 16/17 September 72. Summary minutes.
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Present: ©SA, VN. ND, OD, FB, SL, CB, J?, NW
Apologiess RL, LY
Absent: RsL, MW SB..

Reports of work in Women's Liberation groups.

Rochdale: work in past = round Philipino 'girls and setting up prognancy
testing centre. Present — possible — more cducatiorn: +rosery campaigny work
with immigrant workcrs (1n tcxtlles) ' ’

Bolton: Work in past - nursery oampaldn; contracoptiOn campaign; women's
centre. Present = talks to school; pregnancy testing. Possible - industrial.
Manchester: about six groups altogether. Work in past - Betting up women's
centre, pregnancy testing, house for battered wives, writing on education in
schools, discussion of women's literature. .Present — meeting on women in
unions. : , o
Nottingham: work in past = Boots campaign for egual pay. Present - education
talks in schools; abortion and contraception camP2ign,

i

Report of general situaii.. in Yoo -'s “dberation acvzreit

To be given in full elsewherc,

Position of women in WF,

Discussion on degree of male chauvinism in WF; difficulty for women in getti.g
recognition of their -own problems - €.g. in rclation to contact visiting ana
oducatlon. :

1.

. Women and the trade unions. -

Strong curront in women's movemcnt (represented by Sclma James) rockons womon

should generally not be in established TUs. SJ's - of unions does not
roccognise the division in unions ‘between thc yirear “:;y snd the rank and file:
identifies the unions with the bureaucracies. No T cecognition of the need

to fight to change ccnsciousness.  Unions like the WOan s Industrial Union
(breakaway from G&1) really attompt to s1destep this problom of changlng

COI’ISCIOUSHGSS.,

Wages for housework.
Agreed that WF should counterpose soclallsatlon of housework to 'wages for
housowark'

. Perspectives.& Docisions

‘A. 'Bach woman in WF should participate in the WLM, or explain to the fraction
convenor why not. Convenor to be FB. : . '
‘"B, Programme of articles for the paper agrecd on =

C, WP women to see that our 1ndustr1a1 fractions take up lssues. relatlng to

women adecuately.
D, FB to co-ordinate a programme of discussions in branches on women and work,

Women and ihe family, abortion, etec.
B to write to ail women caes. not present at this conferonoe.

F. Next WF women's conference = Manchester 17/18 November.

G. Socialist women's conference.- London 22/23 September. Necd to emphasise
noccss1ty of greater structure in movement.

H, - Pamphlet. WF 1o produoe a pamphlet which should introduce women to the
ideas of the Women's ILiberation Movement.¥

¥ The Steering Committce discussed this idea, and suggested that the women
comrades concentrate on producing a full coverage for the paper. At a later
stage, overall publishing prlorltles/pos31b111t1es being considered, it may be
possible to collate articles from the paper into a pamphlet,



On the position of women comrades in WF vis-a-vis work in the working class.
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Reasong for writine this article.

1. The group has tiny resources and has not decided to put a high proportion
of the available rcsources into work in the women's movement., Thercforc most
women in tho group are involved in political work mainly with malc workers,

2, There is a lack of awarcness of problems in the group as a wholc.

3, It is important that women comrades should do work in the class, with the
backing of the group, for their own political self-developrient.

4. I was asked to writc this article by the women's mecting in the North

West because of my oxpericnce of working in the Fishoer Bondix occupation on my
own, and in North Wales mainly on my own, But I should point out that I don’t
suffor all the problems of other womon comrades — c.g. family.

Problems. of work in the class by women.

1. Problems of initial crcdibility. A woman is more obviously an outsider
than is a male comrade not from that place of work. Workers may:ignore her,
or if that is impossible, they may wonder vhat she 1s aztur, Given their
previous image/experience of women, 1t may take a loag time gimply to convince
them that she ig there simply feor pcolitical reasons. In North Wales, for
example, men are still slightly punzied why I spend so much time there
discussing politics, oven though I*ve been doing it fou five months, they take
WF regularly, and we've discussed why I'm thore. The walls in the site hut
have a totally male chauvinist poem about wives and pictures from page 3 of the
Sun. Women are obviously mot:meant to be there'., :

2. Problems arise if a woman comrade does gain some credibility. With the
contact himself = the woman risks, morc than male comrades, being seen as
'g00d! because of servicing role, and/or bocausc she is scen as ‘clover' and
'cducated'. With male friends of the contact - there is a problom of jokecs,
rumours, etc, It may be impossible to mecet the contact in & public place
(c.g. a pub) especially if he fecls at all awkward about it. It may be
virtually impossible to sce the contact at all. Witk <he contact's wife =

she may sce the woman comrade as a threat, or a fanatic, or both, cspccially
if the comrade knows more than the wife does about whoti Lap> s at work,
meetings, etc. The wife may experience 'socialism' as meani.; cndless mectings
for her husband, and therefore more baby-sitting etc for her. Tho contact

may oppose attempts by the woman comrade to involve the wife politically.

Tackling the problems:

1. The problems must be made explicit, through discussion - at times on
pranch level. The branch as a whole is rosponsible - for example, it should
decide whether a woman should go on her own to visit a contact. It is often
useful if a man goes too, at least on the first vigit, so that the contact is
forced to recognise that he is relating to the WF group, not to an individual
woman. But — if a man goes too, it is his responsibility to sce that the
discussion involves the woman comrade and does not fall into a male chauvinist
man speaking to man situation, There is an exception to this, If the wife of
the contact is there, it is useful if the woman comrade talks to her . If the
male comrade tries to involve the wife in the men's discussion, it may result
in the wife just listening, or going away,

2, The group is responsible for the political development of women comrades,
which may be extra difficult because of housework, kids, 'etc, Baby-sitting
must be provided for, If women are to gain credibility in work in the class,
they must prove themselves extra ablc in political and industrial knowledgc.
3,  Womon must take their own political development and dovelopment of
consciousness seriously. We must mect sceparately as long as it is neccessary
for us. We must be aware of the problems involved in initial credibility =
e.g. what to wear, whether or not to swear, how immediately to confront male

chauvinisnm, Cynthia Baldry.




LETTER TO PETE RADCLIFF,

Dear Pete, 29.10.73,

It's some months now since I promised to write %o you explaining what I
now think ig wrong with my 1971 pampblet "Building the Partyt. T!'ve been
wating until I get time to do it adequately - but evidently that means waiting
forever,

Anl - lIready in early ‘72 I realised there was a lot wrong with the
pamphlet, but on re-reading it today I find 'Building the Party! little short
of scandalous. So it is urgent to oxplain some points now. I will put a copy
of thig letter in the I. B., since other comrade@ have also asked me about the

panphlet.

We can get to the centre of the matter by quoting a passage from"Bulldlng
.t%e Party! 3) and contrasting a passage from Trotsky ('What Next?', section
3): ,

"But a cardinal difference between a communist group and a sect is that a
communist group always takes as its touchstone the class as a whole... the
position of ihe class as a whole musi.. for a communist group, take priority
over boosting the organisation as such.,"

"When the newspapers of the new Socialist Workers Party (the SAP) criticise

-the 'party egoism' of the Social Democracy and of the Communist Party; when
Seydewitz assures us that so far as he is concerned, 'the intercsts of the
class come before the interests of the party!, thcy only fall into political
sontimentalism, or, what is worse, behind this sentimental phrasecology they
screen the interests of their own party... To say that "the class stands higher
than the party', is to assert that the class in the raw stands higher than the
class which is on the road to class consciousness. Not only is this incorrects
it is reactionary.” ‘

Briefly -~ L fell into that 'political sentlmentallsm‘

This was already (partly) pointed out in 1971 by Sean in a letter to me:

"Surely the party influence on the mass of the class (which as a whole,
it does relate to historically, in the long run, and in terms of its overall
class intercsts, and with the goal of mobilising the whole class) is through
a vanguard section, which is divided, in turn, into that vanguard section
compoging the party and the 'vanguard! section on its immediate periphery ?

The need to understand the gquestion of the stratificas . »n of the class is a
major part of the dispute on the general strlke, if T adorstand it correctlyes.

"There is an interesting discussion in 'The Prophet Armed? on this, whero
Deutscher contrasts Trotsky's journalistic work with Lenin's, and the
orientation of the Vienna 'Pravda' with the orientation of ILenin's writings.
Lenin wrote for the vanguard and therefore serlouslx influenced and prepared
a leadership for much broader .. nasses of the class. Trotsky attempted
to talk directly to an undifferentiated 'broad mass working class audience!,
and failed to relate to the vanguard (or to create, educate, fuse a vanguard)
and thercfore ultlmately failed to reach the mass of the class decisively...

Mhe point is that relations are not direct. Again, in Ted (Jones) and
TonyCPolan)'s politics on this question there is something real when they
talk about relating to the advanced 1ayers of the class and holplng them to
reach the masses of the class.

"Except that they confuse the stages, assume (implicitly) the possibility
of always reachlng the masses, and (for example on the general strike question)
thnnk (i.e. again implicitly assume: a major point being that they don't think,

i.e. are not rationally conscious of what they say or imply) that the way o
relate the vanguard to the masses is for the 'revolutionary group! to lower
itself and attempt to lower the 1ndustr1a1 vanguard to the level of the
'broadest masses'.

"Thus they perceive the stratification but- totally misinterpret it and
confuse the necessary relationship for a revolutionary outcome. The
revolutionary party must relate to, organise, and equip the vanguard of the
class, to perform all its tasks — but not by tailending the lowest (or even
the average) level of the consciousness of the whole class. It must not be
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afraid to lead — and to understand that, almost by definition, the vanguard
#will be attracted by more radical slogans and hopes and the peossibdilities of”
the struggle than the mass of the class (usuallxi-

“If the aspirant revolutionary party fears to put forward audacious,
advanced, leading slogans, it will not attract - and will not deserve to
attract — the vanguard, the revolutioamries, the fighters, the people
capable of withstanding the pressures of bourgecis society and ultimately
prerasod to stake their skins in a fight against that society.

"If, on tho other hand, having understood this need to attract the
revolutionmaries, the rebels, and the fighters, the aspirant revolutionary
party doesn't also understand the need for political honesty and realism,
the fact that demagogy and false perspectives, and what Lenin denounced as
'phrase—-mongering' merely abusec, exploit, and ultimately destroy people
attracted by qualities of the organisation such as bBoldnoss and 'advanced!
slogans —- then you get a SLL.... ‘

"(Connected with this question is the idea of Ted (Jones) and Tony (Polan)
of 2 'growing gap' between the militants and their 'constituents' - which we
must help them to overcome. Frankly, quite apart from its cbvious rclation—
ship to what I have writ ten above, the idea is largely an expression of
the sheer amateurishness and quackery of people who don't know what they are
talking about, In so far as the stewards in question are leoftists politically
there is usually a gap. But the fundamental relationship between stewards
and convenors and the mass of the workers concerns their services on the jobe
The relationship is, by and large, self-regulating - given democracy (and few
things in capitalist Britain are more democratic and responsive than the
steward /worker—!constituent® relationship): a2 'bad! stoward is usually out.
At the samo time a2 stoward, whatover his politics or estimation of a situation
(1ike on the Industrial Relations Bill) docs not automatically involve or
convince the workers, who arc usually tolcrant/indifforent to tho politics.
There is a gap certainly — but it won't be bridged simply by asscrting the
need to do so, and if such an assertion is followed by proposals that the
way to do it, and the way the rovolutionary party should suggest 1t can be
done, is for the left/revolutionary—minded stewards to be less militant, to
avoid talk of general strike, cte, that will only widcn anothor gap - the gap
betweon IS and the militants in industry who are ahoad of the mass of the
workers and who want to fight".

I took up some connected points in a letter earliocr this year to an IS
'Right Oppositionist': '

"1The question is not whether the workers are preparcd, but how and for
what they are prepared! (Lenin). ,

WRecause =~ how do you find out whether the workers are 'preparcd' ?  How
do you define which are the militants, which are the masses, which are more
advanced ? Which are the more militant, the Ford workers or the hospital
workers 7 ‘ ‘

"Prom a Marxist point of view, i.e. regarding the working class as an
active participant in the making of history, consciousncss can surely only be
assessed dynamically, in and through practice. And the activity of the
revolutionary vanguard already contributes to the making of that practice.

- M1But is the general strike possible in the immediate futurce ? To a
gquestion of that sort there is no a priori answer possible, that is to say,
none ready made. To obtain an answer it is necossary to know how to guestione
Whom ?: The masses. How question them ? By means of agitation.

"tpgitation is not only the means of communicating to the masscs this or
that slogan, calling the masses to action, etc. For a party, agitation is
also a means of lending an ear to the masses, of sounding out its moods and
thoughts, and reaching this or another decision in accordance with the results.
Only the Stalinists have transformed agitation into a noisy monologuc. For
the Marxists, the Lenimists, agitation is always a dialogue with the magseos?
(Trotsky)

"The only way to determine the consciousness of the class that corresponds
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o tHe needs of miTltant Merxism is to address onesclf to "how and for what"
to prepare the workers., How to assoss that ? - the way- is, Tas the Transite
ional Programme puts it, “to baee one's’ programme On the Ingiv 0T the class
struggle!'. ' :

"1 And when we appear with our programme before the working class we
carmot give any guarantees that they will accept our Programme. We cannot
take .r~sponsibility for this.. we can only take respon81b111ty for ourselves.
We must tell the workers the truth, then we will win the best clements
Whéether these best elements will: be capable of guiding the.working cla ss,
leading it to power, I don't, know. L hope it will be able, but I cannot give .
the guarantee'.(Trotsky)

"Our~‘keynote' is not the,consciousness of the most militant sections, but
still less is it the conscleusness of the less militant seétions.

"Naturally, we must make evory effort possible to get our slogans and our
explanations across to the masses. But here we must Ffirst under stand th%t We
nced the essential weapon for the task. Without grouping and’ educating a
cadre of advanced militants, all attempts to influence the masses are nulle

"If we attempt:to relate the militants (and, a fortiori, ourselvcs)
directly to the masses, to negate uncven development and the 'gap' between
militants and masses by our own effort, then we are forced to construct an
Yaverage'! or 'maaorlty' consciousness. But this 'average! consciousness is
an abstractlom, derived from our own preoccupations rather than from the
anatomy of rea Jlty.v ‘Rather than laying Bare the concrete dynamics and

otentlalltles ¢f the situation, it reads *he existing relnt tionship of’ forces
vis~a<vis labour bureaucracy etc)rlnto the consciousncss. of the masses as a |
given. The passivity of "packward! workers is seen as a -'fact, of life! rather
than as the outcome of a confllct of forces, Thore is thoru*oro an inbuili
tendency to: passivity and/or opportunlsn. The ¢old rosult of. the process: is
abstracted and counterposed. t6 tng process 1tself, in Whlch our 1nterventlon

enters as an element.
‘ “"With this- abproach, We, by deflnltlon, take oursclves out51de the masses,

and - regard party and class as unltary or at best statica 11y differentiated.

The task of ‘cadre~building thus becomés an Yorganisitional' side~iine to the

. . business of the party 'addressing! the clags. .In the case of the ING-(or,. at
“"least, 1972-conference IMG) this worke 1tself Out a8 a s1mrlc two~term '
f¢relat10n. ~ , S . :

Party ___ SN Claes

o (cf.-'Left & CrlSls' ﬂnd articles in, 'Permanent Revolutlon') -With the
'*,'mllltant-masses~"1p theory, thore 1s ‘a three-term relations LeT
oL Mllltants

>

LS
Party, .
' — Masses

with the party presumably as a eort of ‘broker' between the . mllltants
and the masses: thé. schema thus obv10usly tcndlng to a paralys1ng -
conservatiam.-

“"More, sophlstlcated schemas aro of course 1meg1nable. They all have in
common an extremely didactic, 'blackboard ‘socialism' tendency. . The -task
that only the broad upsurge of the- elass struggle can #ceomplish -~ the
negating (or, rather, upturning) ‘of uneven dovelopment, the movement of the
large masses - is allocated to the party, ‘while. the task that only the party
can acoompllsh - the regrouping and brepzrlng of, the Vﬁnnuarﬂ - is left to
one side."

My approach, in 'Building the Party!', wds,on a theoretical level similar
to the IMG's "two-term"” relation. We remarked in 'The Left and the Crisis!
and in ‘Permanent Revolution' that the IMG's 1972 conference idecas were meroly
an inversion of conceptions of the function.of the Party being "calling the
masses to certain concrete actions' It is the latter, economistic-centrist,
conception, which is found in 'Bulldlnp the Party’'.
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Thus often.ln 'Bulldlng ﬁhe Party! the %rgument comes. dcwn to: IS says
tparty!, I say 'masses' (involve broad sections in activity, p.4; non-party
organlsatlons, .4t ecouncils of action, p. 5:  left unlty, Pe6 ...)u As long
as the argument remains on this level, it is IS who -is in the right ... or it
would be if it were a Eartz they were building, r%thcr than a treaoherous
centrist morass,

We h ve had to argue agalnst the false 'antlwsectarianlsm‘ of 'Bulldlng
the Party! many times since our expulsion from IS: methods of mass work,
particularly as crystallised in the lManchester branch's intervention in the
enginecring dispute; the discuesion on 'Fusion of Educatlon and Orgunlsatlon"
=guseiong on Councils of Action at various NC meetlngs, the dlscuss1on
cjoint work with the IMG round 'Real Steel News'; etc.es
T4 is incorréct, I think, to. characterise IS's approach to the Brltlsh

.3 class as scctarlzq IS's petty-bourgeois identification of the
progress of. the prolstariat towards state power with the organlsatlonal
ont of IS is mere ascurately ¢ 1

ibed as foslal=domocratism. My
*inition of IS ac,? sectarian® loglil my cquaily false 'anti- .
sectarianism®, : ‘ '

When a partlcular course or policy, externally derived, is 1mpoch as.

a schema without concern for the living dynamics of the class struggle, we call
that ultra-leftism or ultimatism or dogmatism., When the course or policy

is derived from a particular treasured doctrine, we call it scctarianism.-
. The SAP called the Stalinists sectarian. Thus they regarded the-ultra-:
’leftlcﬁ of tho ftalinists as simply the product of false doctrlne. Trotsky
crltlcised the deseription tsectarian' and insisted on secing the ultra—leftlsm
as' a particular sig-zag of 'bureaucratic coentrism!., The SAP fell 1nto‘;f~-

'political sentimentalism?. ' :
, The IS Right Opposition (and also I bo;1cve the RSL) qul I8 ‘ultru—left’
“on” the Labour Party. BEven insofar as the RO's detailed criticisms of IS's
1ine (the - endeﬁvy to label the LP dead and attempt to bypﬁss it through the
. ranl- 3nd~¢u1e)arc correct, the characterisation ‘ultra—-leftism® is not. IS%s
approach t» the LP does not result. from indifference to the real development
of the working ciass struggle - but rather from a ~ne-sided attontion to that
struggle -~ economis . (I8 genuinely is sectarian in ﬂclatlan to the TThird
World! - but not in relatlon to the domestic ¢lass s,Admgle;. The RO's false
description of 'ultra-leftism' enables them to fall inwo ris htht deviations.

To finish with perhaps the worst example of all: the “USFI calls fhe-

Maoist bureaucracy 'sectarian' (in its approach to the USER). It is wrong for
the same reasons as the SAP was wrong on the German CP. (and moro besides).
The false description of 'sectarianism' facilitates many opportunist deviations
by the USFI (for exqmple the ’softnesa' on the '1eft! turns of the M301sts)

To sum up. whatever corrést deta 1led points 'Building the Party'! may
contain, its whole approach is wrong. The connection with a negative position
‘on the general strike (through the fzct that some of the ideas in 'Building
the Party' were borrowed in a half-baked form from tho 1972 AH/GC opposition
in WF) is not accidental — that-'Building the Party'! actually comes out with
- a (morc or: 1ess) correct podtion Qhe General Strike is fOrtunate, but little
more. . I hope that this letter can settle accounts with the pamphlet for good,
and enzble 1t to be rapidly and combletely forgotton. -

Fraternally, o j,f ”’f
Martin THomas. : :




WORKERS! FIGHT

NATIONAL COMMITTEE MINUTES

29th -~ 30% h, oeptember 1973
PRESENT: =L,EH, TD ,PS,DS, SM,CB,MT, W, 8C,JC,LH

ABSEPT:QR\Personal),NS(Personal);JS(TU meeting).

1. Minutes of the lost meeting

TD In uired whether the declsloq about BB belng in charge of printing had been
‘carrlnd out.

LH TB hod continuad to be in charge of the printing. AH had been doing
other wOrk. ‘ : o ,

‘TD Hav1ng taken the decision at the last NC 1t should have been. carried cut.

MT TB has staorted a full’ tlme educatlon course and w111 not be able to carry the
pr1nt1ng for much longer.

LH Thought that the last 1ssue of the paper had been exceptlonal ‘in that if iH
'had . printed 1t, it would have been hig- flrst time, Was thus worried about making
-‘e'meee of- 1t. Suggested thut the deci31on be rev1ewed at the next meetlng.

»ééfeed To rev1ew printing arrangements at the next meeting,

 \TD Ralsed the uestlon of the 1?2 page paper. This had been agreed at. the last

NC with TD oppos1ng, but since the decision had bee" taken it should have been
1m@1emented. : ST - : -

SM There were conrete problems. Things hadn't woxic® 5 ag UT:azed - i.e.

-1t was realiged that the NW24 supplement could siamx e;;;jilL ~if ‘and therefore

decided to produce this separately and 8 page paperrra% 8T thon os ceatre 8 pages

- of '12 page puper. wioeoc v

2§ Thought that an e planatlon of tnls should have been giyen_inbthe7§aper;
_ng Con we assume.thaﬁ aext‘issqe will hew12~pages? _
RL Yes.

EH Wlshed to put on record thet he thought that the lqtest 149ue was very gcod
partlcularly the artlcles rélatlng to Ireland._ o ,

2. oteerlnp Comnittee. Mlnutes Lo e :Lit.‘, I ‘ i?

ME. Steer1n« Commlttee had decided to extend MT's leave of absence. MT opposed to
thls. Jork of the secretary could be fltted into hlS scedule of teachlng easgily.

SM MT hﬁs problems about gettlng 1nto the sw1ng of teachlng. Should have h1s
leave of ahsence extended. for three weeks. , S :

MT Leave of sbsence is becomlng 1ncreas1ngly fictional anyway. Should release JW
- for work on the papers -

TD Belng outgide the work of the group can have a nore demoralising effect than
belng overworked, To try and save MI from things that he says he hasn't got is
ridiculous. ' :

i



CB How long is it proposed to extend the leave of absence for? (3 weeks)
Wlll MT habe other clearly dexlped work?

DS Didn't think thot MT should be teaching where he is.

Lgreed: That I{T's leave of abseace should be extended for 3 weeks.
For: FL BH,D3,PS5,Jd¥ ~ R
Lgainst: WT,JC,TD
Lbstentions: “d CB,QU,SM ‘

3. General Fersperiives

PS The beonr has kzen financed by the extenslon of credit ond has thus led to
uninsibite? infiasiion. 48 long as the boom in productlon goes on the extension
of credit wiil continue =~ p0831b111ty of the econouy 'overheating' and the
Government stepping in to cool things down., The boom has not been the product of
increased investment -~ there had only becp a very slight increase in investment.
It had been due to increases in productlv*u, ond the wage féeeze. Ireviously boous
had tended to lead to an inerease in the I .~ g standards of the working.class -
but this is .not the case this time. Poter 2i1ly ‘explosive satuatlog. Instead of
the TUC ncking any real plans te fight ssaingt Goverhment pollcy we have seen the
campaign over pensions being used as a dlvbr31on4 But the TUC is ‘not in any pos—'
1t10n to come to a deal with the govermmeént. There are important claims coming
‘up - mniners, engineers, civil servents . ~ wh1ch could well ‘be ma;or battles
4n the cless strugghe. .

"NW2k -~ need t6 contlnue the solldarlty campa1gn. IS is not seelng thls as a’
cléss‘w1de 1ssueﬂ The builaing of cadres mmst . be a prlorlty for us.

TD Perspectlve not concrete. enough. The incréase in product1v1ty was self-
afeat,dr for the class, For example where TD worked. the shop floor éorganisation
had been weakened con91derab1y by militonts leaving to go into the better peid
"congtruction industry. Thoughtwe were. directing our 1ttent10n too. tmch to other
groups. ‘There was a serious drift towards the »iph% - the unions and the attempt
to solve problems seetionaily -« ‘i.e., the fight ov:. - _osares in- the steel =
1ndus+ry. T ' : :

Ml "The irmediate economie outlook was that the boom would be stron ager. than had
been expected, The government was moving towards a more concilliatory policy.
Saw little chance of the TU bureaucrats moving to the left - ‘continuation of )
Jones and Scanlon policies, for example in the car industry. Had disagreed with -
the letter in the paper, from JW, on threshold cgreements., Now thought MI had
been wrong all along on the Sliding Scale of Wages., Wasn't agginst threshold
agreenents in principle, rather it was o question of what pae was to focus on,
Effect would be to take the stress offflot increases .~ average increase in wagas
was rore than the legal limit,

On the CP, We should give dore attentlon to CP p01101es, gince they deteru1ne ‘
the policy of o whole number of TU branches. :

SC  Thought there had been a rlght wing drift in the unions' and a general
disintegrotion of rank and file bodies, For example the NrSSC doés.not exist
anymore and on London docks the organisation had been destroyed. In the. car.
industry the nonagenent had attempted to put the militamts Ilwht out of the
gotes. In the building industry there had been no advance on the ~uestion of -
the lump, several London sites had gone back to the lummp. TASS had been forced
to turn towards the. computer industry to recruit. ; '
Thought there hed been a real growth in the’ Mational Front and raclallsm. ' For
exarple a letter from an NF nember had appeared in %:e TASS 30uraa1 and @ MR

S matic s Mad seme vy g% 4o ASTVS conference. S was right when he said that the
boor won't end as ~uickly as we thought. Commen Market may not be.as embarassing
as we have been led to believe, ' : '

JW Thought that what TD had said about militants moving to construction industry
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tied in generallly with a situation of wage restraint and labour shortage ~ wages
pushed up by moving around rather than collective action, .On sliding scale of
‘wages MI''s proposals which he disavoded weren't what was suggested by JW in the
letter to paper. MT was proposing a sliding scale of wages as a ageneral strategy
‘against government pay policy, JW had proposed a specific strategy as far as ?
threshold agreements were concerned, T o

PS Inspite of the boom in production the familiar problems of balance of payments
and pressure on the pound still existed, If the ruling class can suaeed in restrict-
ing wages then the boom will last longer. ' ‘ ' '

AH On the rightward drift observations: ‘Thought that there had been a tendency

towards disorgenisation. We had telked about the leading sections of the class

'markning time' over Phas: 1. The lack of leadership then had led to disorientation

now. DBut the engineers poy claim would not be easy for Scanlon to duck. CP could

" lead a fight over the engineers'' éaim. IR ‘ o
Tuestion to PS: 1Is it true that/% ®ffkely to be a downturn in investment because the

mass of profit is not sufficient? e S ‘ A : .

PS Profits were at record levels, due to in“lation. Was not convinced that enployers
would go shead with pienz on investient without guarantees over wages. Fmployers had
- to be able to centrol epeis cnd wold push threshold agreements. Any crisis of
overproduction wzuld te a generaliced one throughout the EEC because of the tying

of exchenge rates. o SRR o B

AH Not satisfied. ‘TIs it true thot the mass of profit will be insufficient to -
reinvest? . S ERETRI . TEERARITT L e

’12 Muet bear in mind that if Labour gets: in then.will try to.prbp upkfhe echomy
by naticnaolisations. WMore nzeded in “he paper about the difference. between
~ what we wzon by nationaiztion end whet the LP inténds,

EH ‘fhoughé that there were eimilarities with the situation in 1956 ond 1961/62.
Attack on militants ond.attewr: to split them off, Il.g, all IS members at Chryslers
were now movéed onto two gonge.  Fraguentation seme .as in 1956, L o

DS Militency was being isolated.

MI Sceptical about theories of move to right ~ hed been overplayed and oversimpl—
ified, On TD's remarks about losing militants to congtrustion - this was surely

a gain for construction. NPSSC is something seperate because the ports is a dying
industry. Ford + Chrysler, why are. the management bothering to isolate the militants
nless they see them as dangersus., SC's list only covered specific industries with
specific problems. o o o o : : ‘ SRR

-

sC Héd.takén'méjor industries, Whole number of weaknesses.

PS Contradictions of the citnction. T.e. NAC was basically defensive with limited
tactics which had led %o deir2%. Seme with the docks. - The boom has ‘actually helped
to accelerate the demise of trese movements., At the same time large sectuons of the
working class are feeling the pinch, - Cannot see the situaotion where there will not
be pressure on the TU leaders. Can't say that there has been a drift towerds rank
and file movements, therefore no struggle. : BT e

CB Thinks that there is o likelihood of the NW24'losing in court and this night

result in demoralisation. We must stress again the need for mass pickets and flying
pickets. Defence of pickets was still a key issue., .On Rgnk anf File organisations

the situation was worse than SC indicated = Chorter impotent. S

AH Necegsary to see the relotionship between the sections of the class. Exanples of
ruling/%za%ﬁcs of wearing the working class down =~ i.e. steel, had announced closures
at dates which they didn't intend to meet and then extended employment as a concession.
This wos used to wear down the gnti-closure cormittees. \ ‘ '



who had built up prestige and reputation. In motor industry there wouldn't be,

any outward flow due to already hlgh wages. There has been a rise in mllltancy and
now there was demora11sat1on and Qemobillsatlou. Polltlcal cansclousness was posed
in'a sharp way.

NW2hk '~ - CP hadn't taken 1t over completely. W111 go to Liason commlttee - llason
committee will theh take on alot of flesh., . . . .

MI Wanted to vote on a motion repudiating MI''s .original line on sliding scale of
- wages and letter from JW 1n the paper, and supportlng artlcle in the paper on:, .

" /threshuid agreements. -

JW Opposed taking a vote, MI's line had already been defeated and now he was -
-muddllng it up with attitude to threshold _agreements wh1ch was a separate 1ssue,
and around whlch there had been no dlscusslon. :

; It was declded ‘not to put MT's resolutzon to the VOte.

“f4; ~frticle In\WF No, 33, on Sov1et opp031t10ns.-

MT Introduced a2 resolution (see later for text) ecriticising the artlcle.‘ The

. "use of the word 'democracy was imprecise in the article., Article didn't d1st1ngulsh

between oppositionists =~ some ore extremely right wing. Dosition on bureuucracy
should that we dé¢fend it agnmuﬂ;attacks by bourgeois elements and support 1ts
overthrow’ by working class. ,

&L, On abgtract theoretlcal po1nt . i.,e. use of the term 'democratic communlsm'
MT is ‘correct, 'Corrmnisn' was used here in the collojuial sense - should - -
heve read 'workers' democracy', but didn't went to lump together all oppositionists
by using this term. £is for right-wing agents'agenist which the bureaucracy must
be‘defended - who are these anywa&?

SM MT correct on the mlsuse of the term "democratic Cormmnism" but his argunent
doesn't relate to: the situation in Tussia today. Today we would be in favour of

. freedom even for fascists in Russia = i.e. they would be treated rather then Joeiled.
- AH There could well be antagonism betweén democracy and workers' power - i.e.
the Constituent Assembly and the Soviets. Genuine revolutionaries differed on the
enswer to the problem. The article distinguished specifically between Marxists and

itionsists. pign'¢ agree with SM about freedom for fascists but who were the
the fascists anywoy. There was no reasen to be1e1ve the Sov1et governuent cla1ms
vabout opp051tlonlsts being fascists. :

ATE Agreed w1th MT but thouch the NC was wastlng its time dlscu391nv the’ matter.

JW Dldn't th1nk that such terms as 'foscist' etc. made rmuch sense in terms of ’
Russia. The degree of supprssion in Nussia maant that if three people got together

one of them would be a police spy =~ in this situation there were no clear currents
of thought. ~ :

SM The questlon was one: of the rule of 1aw s against bureacratic arbltarlness.i‘

_ After a workers' revolutxon, then -what is a fascist anyway’ -~ domeone who is ill,

. MI''s arguments would lead ' * to support the suppression of Hungary and Chezoslovakia
on the, grouak;that sone: r1ght w1ng*elements were involved. MI's guotations were

from a totally different period. - ' -

MT  Program for a political reveolution = would meau the den1al of polltlcal

rights for the bureaucracy, Pnle of law does not ‘mean civi} rlghts in sbstract.

- We would independently fight alongside bureaucracy agalnst restoration of capitalism.
In reply to JW Sakhayrov's views are very well develgped. Lnybody f1ght1ng for

abstract democracy in the Soviet Unlon is flghtln /¥§§01SUo

. _SM On suppress1ng the bureaucracy, MT 13 ah1stor1ca1.'

4

'Votlng On MT's resolutlon For -MT ™ -

S § TV, TNV WA ONA MY VET rw wre R
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MT's resclution was therefore defeated and it was decided ananimously that the
letter sh>uld be published es from an individusl; faﬁﬁér than fron MI as’ natlonal

secretary. o
5. -S’ “”1typ\

There wns 8 shory distussion in view of the ra:d on the centre and various bizarre
suggestions were defeated, It'wes decided to re—enph631ae precautlons which had
alreedy b en sent out in: ‘branch circulars and also get in contact with the NCCL so
‘that cdes. could have fuller protectlon when arrested on demonstrations etc. e i

'»6;* P1nance.

RL : Long term smituation was better becanse of the opportL rities for cormercial work
" which the new press opened up. 1t was’ necessary to get someone in the union and
“incuiries had already been made to see if we could gﬂt prlqtlag contracts for
various papers. However the short term situation was bLad.,  Nothing h1ad been done
about the prhvlous -decigion of gett1n~ in the Iund extra bj the end of Septenber,

Ue needad moaey now to "et comnc"cAul worlts uuggesyed a'lavy;

ie:af"

DL Preferred voluntary contributions.

_ CB -.Should: learn how to ﬂet uoney off contacts -~ JI. had shown that this could be done
?ﬂih‘leerpool..‘j .

Anreeed Vbluatary co“trlbu iong rather thaﬁ levy

A list of Tad brandy debis to be published in ID euugect to wavhlnﬁ .

Financial balance shect to Le circuleted to all wmembers.

P

7. Labour Par%v.

5§E~ vave summary of reports w11ca had Leen sent in, (se 7 IB for wore dgtails).

SM Added to reports: 1/C JS had affiliated NUPE brencl, 'n loeal L. -

Coventry + Nbrtlampton work 301~~ Oie .
Should continue with explorations and hope to build vp a hase. Should consider the
‘'possililities of a broadsheet. I

uC In Oxford cde, wos using his bease in union to vet 83 xoothol ia LP'brancE.

Should this tactic be aJopued ﬂenerally? : e
c Taouuht thot, ther. st ould be more explanatlon aaout why we were eaterlag ‘the
Lf . o .

vy s

AFT Emphasls 8! ould be oh Building bases in the IPYS in London and uolton.. ‘

DS ZEntry would raise certain specific problems - i.e. should'we'rec"uit'folthe
D9 Tmestion of Liberals and 'Corrmnity Politics'. Many IP militants thought that
- Liberal -sucesses due to this as opposed to 1P 1nwurd loo“1ng attxtuﬂe.?-Shoald»'

’ruse tals” oL ] ; - T

B

i

~8C - Thought that this, could be used.

SM  On éntry to ctlcs, noted thot the bans 1m*oacd durlnv the cold W“r perlod had been
lifted, Tribune arsues thot can only be kicked out of the LP by belnv lﬁoscrlbed.

EES

"DS .Con.use LP as a stepring stone to Workers' Fipht?

SM  Doubtful -~ this sort of jerspective depends on a moss turn whlch is not likely.
Therefore moin orientation towards the LFYS which con be used in this Wway.

Lpreed ~ to appoint o cormittee to centrolise IP werk ~ JW to convene, menbers

Sl



8., Engincerg' poy claim,

AE Mot possible to pive o comprehensive picture tecause. of foilure in sending in-
reports, TForsees fropmontation as with lost yeor. Was not sure about tne stote of
order hooks ~ +this could be o very important faoctor. However known that in ship-—
building the orders were slacker thon elsewhere. Possible that as last itime there

is o series of notionally backed striles but not national strike, . Union leoadership
could stand in the woy of a notionol strike by hiding behind the rule book on such
suestions ~s bollots etec. Our position should be to emphasise the hours cuestion.

On cqual poy the IMG position was to nalke propagonda obout abolishing "woriens' jobs"
rother thon equal pay. Didn't think this position faced up to the irmediote situotion.

s} Tlesolution had been sent from TD's district committee about planning tactics.
Wasn't surprised about ipnorance about the claim since district committees hadn't been
informed as to whot the cloim was, ’ ' ;
JC 1In llonchester CP AUEW leaders Tanter ond Tocher had lost credibility over the ¥

TC gtrilke. ‘omen workers hed ignored a czil for golidarity with SEI. Demoralisatign
as o result. ‘

MI isked obout the timetable for nesetiations.

TD Negotiotions would o on tarourhout next month (i.e. october ) Should remember
that in many bronches snrineers were outnunbered in the AUEW by other members. Thus
there was a spiintering in these branches with the non—engineers not wanting to
discuss the poy cioim. This acted against any struzgle. Call for restructuring of
the branch system? 3 '

LH Thought this would be diversionary., Branch system much the sane in all unions.
TD Explained situation further. lMany places couing under the Confed arreement were
srall shops on low wages, These were often in o minority at LUEW bronch meetings and
they tended to get ignored. :

SC  Should select areas from which 0 getvinfbrmatioﬁ; .

MI Thpught that the reasons for lack of information from the branches wos proBably
that the branches didn't have the information. :

SC Should get information about feelings in factories.
I3 Also what was needed was information about the state of the order books.

Loreed ~ That the main emphasis should be on the guestion of hours and explaining

i T Lot

the defeats of last year.
g, Tenants

SC Two conferences hod been called - one by CP and one by IS. ANo natibna1 upsurge.
Thought it probebly that the 50p rent increase would po through without major resistance.

LH Should connect the cuestion of rent increases Withdatfitude towards fhe P -

i.e. no LP endorsement for councils without 2 promige of no implenentation,
SM Thought this could only bé”faised gently.’

MI Re~iterate decision at last HC about Nottingham being responsible for centralising
tenants' work..

10 Da? schoals.

These were arranged for Morth West ond Midlands.



11, NC fLittendance.

Ty

TD Raised the guestion of the: poor attendanbe on the second day of the. NC. Two day

NC were suyrosed to stranwthen the NC rldlculous if keo*le don't tum1 UPe
Aﬁreed ‘;' to send ‘a plveular round to all Nv members about attendance. -

‘a
LR

12. tended "Workers' Iignt" EB Meetln '_.;41_ l“f:*‘i 'ﬁvi;j;v e J; f

E£ SC, to be 1ndust1ﬁ11 edltor and Jb, who had just moved to London to be on the

EB, One of the problems and reasons for the lateness of No.33 was the new press and’
the problems of 'learning new techni:rues 1nv01ved. Fight pages because EB was faced .
with choice of having the NW24 sugiement ag centre 8 pages of 12 pager or of geparating
the two, Later course was taken because the supplement stood up by 1tself and four o

pages was 1nsuff101ent to cover the news,

Jw Proposed small editorial working team rather than large JB to be in daily conﬁrol
of the paper.

TD Need to regularlse 5B meetlngs —~ should be‘On a fixed pre—determined day.

égﬂ Aorees about regularity. SC meeting usually on Sunday or Monday when there was
an NC meetlng - could have EB meeting at same time.

_MT Suggested JW to be respon51b1e for calling EB meetings. To avoid postponements,
Should be articles on the bourneo1s press, bas1c educatlonal articles and more '

exposure type stories.

SM Everyone agrees with routine, but loads of other problems pressing from all sides
Teads to rushing from one to other. Low level of wrlters in the group -~ need to
“train more writers. = : o o

RL Suggested functioning EB of JC,EL,JV.

Lpreed: editorial team to consist of BL,JC,JW (RL to %z :%itor).
JW to be responsible for monitoring the papers; =17 convaning EB.
Definite structure of control ~ NC(six weekly}' C(webuly)’ Edltorlal tean
(@aily). . | A

: ' ®* %X ¥ %X %X ¥ x %
on abortion/ contd. ‘ ’

Marxism with religious qualities and human beings with mysticism.

Man COnstantly strives to overcome nature, that he will do this 1s
beyond doubt, hence test tube human beings. Before eomrades get Tup-
set',at this, it is already being done in Oldham General Hospital -
‘that to me puts such bourgeois concepts as that human life is 'sacred'
where they belong, on the altar of the nearest Catholic church, in
the narrow minds of priests,

"All that lives deserves to perish", because it can do no other,

coming into being and passing away is the only absolute.

kFRAN BRODIL.




DISCUSSICN Qﬁ OPPOSITIONS 1IN RUSSIA

As Corrades will learn from the 17 minutes there was & discussion on our position
on the various oppositions in Russie, which centred around MI's criticisms of the
articles in 'Workers Fight' No.33. MT moved a resolution stating that a letter,
which he presénted to the NC, should be published in the paper as an official
repudiation.. -This motion was defeated end it was agreed that the letter should
appear as a criticisn fren one member rather than as the line of the group. There
was then a change of mind by MT and these who disagreed with him, to the effect that
the IR worlu be a better forum for the discussion. There follows the text of the
-.letter from MT. [ reply has been written but was too long to be included in this
- igsue of the IB - it will appeor shortly. . . : :
LEITER TO THE PAPER FROM MT,

The page 2 articla;in Workers Fight 33, by lunping together corrmnists (like Medvedev
or Grigorenko) and bhourgeois liberals (like Sekharov) under the titles of "those ...
who are fight for democracy in Pussie" miss some important points. - :

No-~one in the USSR is safe from stalinist police apparatus - not even the nost
tothodox'. Still it reanains a fact that r:pression is not spread evenly. Right wing
figures like Sakharov have far more breathiny space than left oppositionists.

"Concern with civil rights" (WF 33) in the abeiract is not the attitude we should

take. The Soviet state would be -uite justified in repressive action against genuinely
dangerous right wing agents (though not even Sakharov falls into this category). Vhat
is wrong is that the fire is directed against the left. S .

The riost misleading phrase in the articles is -~ "derocratic corpmnisn". 4s if we held
the bourgeois view that Dussia is cormmnist, but, unfortunetely, undemocratic cormminisr!
The point thcugh, is that Dussia is neither corrmnist, nor socialist, nor even a healthy
. workers' state. ‘ : '

Moreover, "democratic cormminism" is 8 contradiction in terms. Lenin wrote: "in
corrunist society democracy will wither away", for "Democracy is a form of gtate,
whereas we Marxists are opposed to every kind of state". :

The use of this nonsensical ternm "democratic'communisﬁ" fezds fuel to the vulgar netion
that the Trotskyist criticism of Stalinism is that it is not derocratic. Such a
criticism would be straisht awey rejected by any thinking person as unrealistic
neralising.: The Trotskyist criticism is based on 1) the sabotage of world revolution
through thbe Stalinist bureaucracies' crientation to alliance with whatever bureacratic
or bourgeois forces it can find; 2) the stifling and représsion of the conscious
activity of the working class ~ the necessary basis for building socialism -
through a2 nassive buresucracy sepagrated from the masses. At no time have Trotskyists

.. followed reformists end ultre-lefts in assessing the reality of the USSL by an abstract
classless norm of demccracy diverced frou material conditions.

It is of the greetest importanee that we show that Pdemocracy"'is not a name for

"rood political system", it is & political form which arises on' certain material
bases at certain periods of history, and can cover vérious class contents.  In time
of revolutionary crisis, it is very likely that we will find the worst reactionaries
gathered apainst the working class precisely under the banner of "democracy"; support
for the elected government, wait for the verdict of elections, no mob rule, etc....
And at their head will be those like the Labour Paorty leaders, who describe themselves
as "socialists", but ..... democrats,

As Trotsky summed it up, the "history of bourgeois and 'social' democracy turns the
banner of ‘'democratic commmnism(?)' intc the banner of outripght class betrayel". Ve
should never speak of derwceracy without naking clear the class content and histeric
role in cuestion. :

Martin Thomas,



