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e *ly to “{W-QLET_I.O? _‘Y}@ECI‘@T“CB’RR’“‘F - UWRKERSY PIGHT
: 98 Gifford Street
London N1 ODF,

, o 7-6=75
Dear csxﬁrades,'

De facto, resroupment discussions are ended by your letters of 13=4-~75 and of
T=5~T5+

YWhile refusing fusion and, indeed, pulling back from already-asreed commitments
to coopera‘clon, you propose a 'Revolutionary Socialist Alliance', to lead to fusion,
perhaps, in the misty future (the aistant future, evidently, s:.nce you announce your
intention to set up a rival paper to WF in the summer). Ye favour united fronts on
specific actions with the RMC as with other revolutionary groups, but we cannot accept
this vague hybrid ' Revolutionary Socialist Alliance.!

Your endless procrastination, obvious seeking after any differences, and now the
decision to bring out a paper, make it unavoidable for us to conclude that no general
special relationship - beyond normal united-front activity = can exist otwsen ouw
tendenciess Your conception of the 'Revolutionary Socislist #3lionce! is the opposite
of what we proposed to you six months ago - it is an evasion of fusion rather than
a transition to it

It could only be a discussion club of a most unhealthy sort, particularly since
you favour the involvement of the ex~WF DCF. The ICF comrades, whether or not they
say they agree with the 12 points of the Open Letter, proved in practice
unable and unwilling to work and discuss in a rational way with the rest of WF.

Within a fremework of common commitment to action, useful discussion is possible
even on very far-reaching differencess With no such commitment, the dlscuss:z.ons in
the RSA would only be the play-actins of sectlets; an umbrella under which new sectlets
could Ve penerateds We can see no purpose for the RSA unless it is to gain for the '

RHC a 'reflected' credibility from WF, the better to pull dissidents out of IIG Tendency

Dy and strengthen the RIC as a new sectlets We are not interested in that purposes

WORKERISM

You advocate, as one of the advantages of the RSA, that its discussions would
attract dissidents from IS, IMG etc as being more honest than the discussions in their
own organisationse But no serious revolutionary will be attracted by discussions for
the sake of discussions, with no coherent organisation coming out of thems In this
~ context, your charge arainst WF, of 'workerisn?, raises some iza sortant issuess (Thouch
how a group with our position on the UWC strike, for) example, can be charged with
'workerism! in relation to Ireland, we do not know,

In some p periods, revolutionaries are confined by ecircunstances to propagandist
discuss:.on-cmrcle type activitiese This is not such a periode A serious revolutionary
orsenisation in this period, if it is to draw lessons from the najor class strugsles
around us, if it is to try to make any sort of serious intervention in those struggles,
if it is to take the opportunities that do exist to build a workinm-class cadre nucleus,
mist turn its face to the industrisl stru gilee It is still true that a gnall organis—
ation will have to give a larse part of its energies to propagenda strlcisly defined
(explaining complex sets of ideas to relatively few peoplei; and it will face great
 difficulties in recruiting and developing industrial militantse But if it does not
nmake the effort to develop a working c:lass base, if it remains content to confine
.1tse1f to ;I‘opap'andist activity in a petty bourgeois milieu, then it will not even
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Btionnries fron the retty bourseois Hilieuy and ip g
Leeventually affect the group's ROlitics in g Passive— ,
Ole As amainst guch an orientation, We are ’workeris‘l;s‘.

| SPECTATOR

* . The nature of your other criticisng of our orientation, 1ike the eharge of
r Tkerisn! s alg _boint to the rea) Probleng which have thwarteq RMC /v usion,
© " You do not criticise from the point of View which asks, how. ean. we help correct
these’failings., Nor do you criticise .yp1g methods ang achievenentg by counterposing
RICYs methogs and achievementg, You eriticise, in short, ag 'consmers',, as passive
spectators, hors de la meles, :

cted at Is, g

= We could if we

1ty _ IS, conducteq by a tiny
+Secuted Rettoised rizht from the start, in a period when

, ag: ! booming? quadrupled o nbers, Your ficht in G, starting with mneroug
1eadership positions,; in a period when IIG yag in chronie crisis, ended with fzmgments
of your defeateq army. erawling out the back door, - ‘

?Wtjrk directeq at Is, 'IMG ef:g.; is certainly necessarys But we ‘mst combine i+
o with attempts to develop independent work, throush such chennelg ag incugtrial work
and the LPYs, Otherwise we will not attract the most serious revolutionaries, and our

politics, alge s Will in the eng be affecteq by prolonged lanersion in 4ne Tevolutionary
left ‘di’s’cussion—circle miligu, ‘

THE POLITICAL DIFFammnos, WAGES PO HOUSTIORK

The question, revolutionary activien vg, coterie»politics, Seens to ug to be nore
to the point than the political differenceg you cite, on Wares for Houseworict and the
Bimingham bombings, ,

On Ywages for housework', your criticisn rung as followse WF counternoses to
Ywages for housework? the Scelalisation of housework ang the re~intesration of women
into industry, This ig maxinalist ang econonistics Instead we should counterpose the
demands of the Working Wonentg Charter,

However WPy as you fuli well know, doeg take up the Working Womentg Charter, :
We cireulateq g document on the Working Worten! 8 Charter at the Women ang Socialism ang




 Women's Liberation conferonces, and we crn supply you with copies if you haven't seen
ite In that docunent we point out that +he Charter, as such, is just a list of demands
{one which the CP, for example, can and does support) and requires to be loeated in
iore general explanations, in a rounded socialist perspective - which is surely

sumed up in the socialisation of housework and the re-integration of wonen into
industry. :

: To counterpose the Charter asainst the incrensed involveront of women in
industrial and trade union strusgles (dismissing the latter because it only rdves
‘!trade union consciousness!) is a very stranse position, which makes sense only if
the object is pedantic hair-splitting, or if you fall into a totally vassive-
propagendist view of how to work round the Workinsg Wonen's Charter.

This latter point, as you will be aware, is made in Pat Lonrmants reply to Sues
Lincoln's original article. But the RNC rushed to declare twerses for houscwork! a najor
obstacle to fusion without waiting for or ros: onding to our replys Why? Only, we can
suppose, because of an urgent desire to find political rationalisations for your
retreat from regroupnent to coterie—politics.

THE BIRNINGHAM BOILINGS

t is the Birminshan bombinss, however, which loon larger in your letter.,
Indeed, that question has been looming larger and larger since last Novenber, fron
the proportions of 'a bad article! to the proportions of declaring that you could not
"as a patter of principle” sell issues of WP with our line on the Birmincham
bombinssa

- This ultra-sensitivity to principle is newly-acquireds Indeecd, it was only in
JIB 3 that you declared you recognised no such things as principles. When in the G,
you nanaged to scll 'Red Weckly® without choking on principles = even thoush Red
Weckly carried the claptrap it did about a 3general strike to kick out the Toriest
and Labour govermments approving 'sociclist nmeasures'; even though, %o come closer
to the matter at hand, Red Weikly concucted an open polemic against those who eontinued
to argue for solidarity with the IRA. (RY 30-5-74) Not only did you sell Red Weekly =
you failed even to conduct any factional strugsle on these issues inside the IIG,

You say that the issue of the Birminchan bombings would raralyse a fused WF/RNC
croups it would be 'riven in two internally™e Do you not believe a demoeratic cenhelist
organisation could accommodate differences on issues like tho Birminghan bonbincs
through the majority determinin~ the public rosition of the organisation? The Liverpool
RMC resipmation letter insists "The majority (IG) line has been carried out by the :
branchese" — 1if such respect for majority decisions was possible in the MG, why not
in a fused WE/RMC? '

Actually, an organisation that could not and aid not accormodate differences such
as over the Birminghan bombings could only be a cult or a cligue,

'HE ISSUES

In relation to the Birminghan bonbings, the RMC charzes WF with a noralisa of
abstract principless In reality it is the RUC which rensins at the level of abstract
principless , :

We support the violence of the oppressed against the violence of the 0pPPTressor,
say the RMCe An excellent generzl principle. But you just leave it at that - a general
principle - without looking at the underlying arcunents behind that principle, and how




they relate to the specific issue,

Why do we support the violence of the oppressed asninst the violence of the
oppressor? To build workers ' power, the working class must becone conscious of its
own identity as a world-revolutionary classe That involves opposing nll diserisine
ation agzinst or subordination of oppressed peoplese If that opposition is serious
and thoroushgoing, it will extend to gupportin~ and promotins the strugsles of
oppressed peoples against their oppressors, by any means necessary, including
violent means.

These general considerations oblized us to make clear our reneral nosition of
unconditional solidarity with the Irish Republican strugsle - and we did that in WF.
But we cannot answer gpecific questions about the gpeecific event just by retroating +n
those generalitiess Were the Birminchenm bombings of any assistance to the Irish
national strugsle? No, they were not. Were they a blow against the Rritish state which,
while perhaps tactically nmistaken, was in principle justifiable? No, they were not,
Therefore we condemn then while meintaining our general positions

The RMC's position may be excellent if your purpose is to impress connoisseurs
of jugcling with abstractions and maintaining your principless As an attempt to arsue
with workers reacting to the Birmingham bonbings, it is useless, because evasives
"Don't condone, but don't condemn"™, is all the RMC say about these particular
bonbinrs, as distinct from the general justice of the anti-imperiazlist strugslce
What then? Do we search through the dictionary for a suitable word intermediate in
neaning between Ycondone' and 'condemn'? A very interesting exercise, if you want to
draft a 'perfect! article for other leftists to apprecizte; a useless exercise, if you
want to argue with people reacting to the bombings and convince them of the Justice
of the Irish national strurzles :

WHERE IS THE LOGIC?

The idea that it is differences on the question of women and on the Birminghan
bombings that block RNUC/WF fusion does not stand up to examinations The RHUG conrades
were content t0 remain in IMNG - without even a factional strugsle = despite infinitely
nore serious differences - and now wish to involve the ex~WF DCF, a group whose
'politics? are a mish~mash of extrenc and often reactionary confusions Even in
relation to WF, while excluding fusion now, you continue to say it misht be possible
in some barely visible futuress.s what future? Through what change? Does the G
expect to lose its suddenly-acquired sensitivity to 'matters of principlel!?

In terms of logie, it is impossible to noke sense of the RMC's contradictory
viewse In reality, however, the contradictions are only too easily understoods To
vesetate inside the IMG; to vegetate in the revolutionary-left-ad-hoc-cormittec—
milietleas those are acceptables To conduct a faction fight inside the IMG; to enter
into political battle inside the LPYS; to fuse with WF and conduct a political and
ideolozical struggle ingide the fused organisatione.s.s those are not dcceptables Here
we have a very important aspect of the politics of the RMC - a passive discussione
circle concept of building a revolutionory organisations

DEMOCRATTIC CENIRALISHM

Qur comments on democratic centralism in relation to the Birminghan bombings,
above, are relevant heree

Purther, you appear to have doubts about our expulsion of comrade Roy Ratcliffe,



-5 - :
and you certainly advocate involving the ex-DCF (led by RR) in regroupment! discuss—
jons. But in relation to RR the facts are cleare It took place before your eyesd RR
sublicly broke with WF - not just disarresins with our majority line (which is entirely
Teritimate), but definitely setting hinself in active, public, organisational opposit- '
ion to WP as suche Even if he had later apologised (which he emphatically didn't) we
could scarcely have done less than suspend hime &

What sort of 200 could this Yregrougent! be which you epparently envisage,
permitting RR to violently and publicly assault the organisation at will, accomnod=—
ating the most diverse views and even nore diverse actions of the DCF conrades, vot
unsble to accomnodate political differences on the Birmingham bombings? Only a peculiar
oult, with no real internal political debate, but with complete practical laissez—
fairel A1l that relieves you fron the charge of endorsing this absurdity is the fact
that you evidently do not actually envisage the ‘resroupment' happeninge

RMG AND IMG

We have not waited until now to comment on discussionecircle tendencies in the
RMC, (though earlier we hoped that the political intelligence of the RIUC add the
pulling=power of joint work would outweigh it), We commented on the hesitant, semni-
‘Souvarinist attitudes indicated by the November 1974 RNMC neetinge We comaented on
the RMC's hesitancy in joint worke We camuented (verbally) also on some aspects of

the Liverpool RMC resignation letters

Dealing with the internal situation in the IMG, the Liverpool RMC comrades
rocount how they contributed a document 'On Bureaucracy! - "not designed as a
factional YWttaek!™, Jones! reply, they complain, was denagogic, dishonest, and
attenpts to discredit their document by associating it with the ex-LOT. But, the
Liverpool eanrades contimue to insist, "we would absolutcly deny, for the record,
t hat in those two (last) yearsss.s we have behaved in a factional way"s

But, conrades, you should have bchaved in a factional waye The docunent on
bureaucracy, coming as it did from a grouping who werg associated with the provicus
strusgle of the LOF (weren't y‘o“‘?);'m%g factionnt (and quite right too)e Jones, in
replying, was quite risht to try to *flush out! the politics of the grovringe That he
did so in a dishonest and demagogic way we can well believes Dub how 1o respond? Not
to crawl out of the IMG, whining as you go about the leadershin's nastiness, but to
fight back tooth and nail until you forced the ING leadership to throw you out, or
sorie major scandal in the political line of the TG made it appropriate to breaks

. MIDJIFS TO A SECT

We hoped, nevertheless, that these attitudes would *wear off' as conrades rew
covered! from their experience in ING. When they secned to persist, we tried to :
bring the problens out into the opene This was dismissed as Yabuse!, 'sossht, etce
In reality, however, our fault was to be too soft on the practical questions, the
questions where discussion was disnmissed as fabuse! and 'gossipte By engagzing in Toow
lensthy diplomacy with the RNC, instead.of posing sharply the question of for or against
WF, we have not promoted regroupnent - instead, we have enabled a defeated and
dispersed collection of people to fom into yet apother sect. Without the umbrella of
treprousment?, the RMC would never have formed and solidificd itself. :

Why? One major factor with us was a degree of trust in cde Marshalle, While clearly
personally unstable, egocentric, and concerned for his own 'standing', cde Marshall



~ scemed to us to he at least politically honest; and thus it Wwes worth spnnin: . '
L discussionse Our illusion was rudely shattered by cde Marshalits mé;risfa‘m_e noe
- 'Addendun’ to the RMG's reply to the Oren Letter, £ .
What the 'Addendun' seems to ismore is the sardinal fact that the Open Letter
~is a pol itical docunients To supvort it or sisn it is not to approve its literary
style, or the quality of the poleaics, or the mamner of its Publication; it ig to
endorse the basile political content and nore  especially the 20litical conclusions,
~ Leewing aside the fact thet the text of the Open Letter was discussed ot length °
with O and checked with hin before pullication, and alnost every amendment he
- proposed wes accepted, for OM to chance his position from supporting the Open Lether
%o opnosing additional sigmatures is a change of political position and should be
Justified with political arpwients. It was not so Justified, any more than was (M's

 earlier withdrawal fron practical eollaboration with WF.

~,Since cde Marshdll has, through his own choice, been the ynchpint or
'mediator! of the regroupment efforts, it is necessary (ang not *descendin; to

.pexféonaliﬁiés"ﬁ) ‘t,ok discuss his personsl roles , , &
 Cde Marshall has an often incisive and illuminating intellisence - critical

 rather than creatives In a ‘collective leadership he could be useful, Unless

assuning the robes of a 'sreat thinker', In such conditions, his personal instability

- has full rein. Thus we had close collaboration with WF = deteiled cooperstion on the
~ Open Letter, -articles for Yorkers Fizht!y apgrecment to serve -on the WF_ZB, and to

~ attend internal WF neetings, the 'Notes on -Regroupment! - turnin: to hostility,
-refusal to speak, formal breaking—off of organisational relations, cte; all without
one word of political justification, L DEL e

' (M allowed hinself to be swayed by,'qonsidera,tidns of keepingthe 'vositiont
he had gained in the RNC; and the RiiC, also, hag, unfortunately, now allowed itself
%o be swayed by (M. This sort of mtual synbiosis - where each pertner picks up the

- other's grudges, pet notions, ete, and helps to weave them together into a sect

 platforn - is the essence of coterie-politics, o s e '

~ The direction is towards a cult with the worst features of“}g'i’g.thinkmgn; ;
‘organically propagandist; distinsuished by e 'nethodologyt, which inevitably 211

but a well-read elite have to take on truste That iss if You, courades of the RNG,

ZXepulated, though, his telents turn to sterile pedantry - and, what soes with that,

————:

allow ite That is your business and your responsibility.

OUR MISTAKES

~ Ve shall learn fron our mistakese We shall learn that playins at diplonacy with
+  tiny sectlets can produce nothing usefuls We shall leern that a snall froup like ours
can build only on the basis of consistent, hard propagands for its polities, posing
the questions sharply, not by attenpting to forn. a refugee camp for those displaced
from larger tendenciess We shall be wery of allowing individuels to act as -
‘nediators! in the way O did, , : i i
L We hope some of the cmrades of the RIC will lesrn those lessons £00.
 WORKIRS FIGHT Stoering Committee,

-



On Rank andFile Committees and Movements
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fake rank and file anmmiblocs,

SRR At events like the (lay Crous couference we advoeate the
formation of an organised left in the Labour Party. From time to time

we press the demand that the Tribunites should organise their left-

wing following.Fine.But when we get defeated by the "Militant" at the
conference, if afterwards we go around saying " we will not be beaten by
the Militant; we will build a broad leftwing in the LP from the ground
up" - then we would fall into serious opportunism, If, when Tribune

stubbornly refuse to organise the left wing, we say "we'll do it
ourselves'~ then we adopt a policy which does not gear into reality.
Logically, we would end up like "The Week"y ourselves substituting
For—the "left centrist" current in thelP which we hope to see develop
T adopting left centrist policies ourselves.

In practice, to try to build "from the ground up" would
lead us to tailing after IS or to little cliques, either of WF plus
contacts, or of a diplomatic alliance of WF with some other tendency
pretending to be a rank and file committee.

4. Our past discussionse

IT is no saying that we can have both rank and file committees
and our independant action. In present reality, a rank and file committee
formed not as a United Front round specific actions, but as a general
precursor of the future hoped- for new Minority Movement ( like the
IMG advocated councils of action as precursors of the future hoped-
for dual power), cannot fail to cut across our independent action,
because it becomes a sort of "revolutionary alliance" or "propoganda
united front'".

That has in fact been our experience. See IC discussiens of
Feb 1973 and Feb 1974, the Midlands region discussion minuted in IB 14
part 2, and the reply to the DCF.

5.0ur policye

Our policy should therefore be along these linesss

A) We seize every opportunity to make propoganda for the
rank and file movemen} which is objectively called for, and blocked
only by the politics of the dominantgroupings on the left., We make
propoganda round our political platform for a rank and file movement,

B)We advocate united- front committees locally round specific
issues and specific actions ( e.g. solidarity with miners, Shrewsbury
24, Intex etc.).

¢) Where these committees draw in real forces outside our own
we do mot dogmatically amd automatically shut them dewnonce the specific
isgue 1 astyWe do attempt to broaden them out etc.But always on the
BaSIE of FEls lSlngthatsEch a committee can have noclong term possibilities,
and of never being tied dowm by diplomatic alliances with other tendencies
for the sake of keeping the committee going.

D) We push for local report-back meetings from IS "R&F"
Conﬁerencess leccal mobilisations to help specific disputes ete,

E) On this basis we can realistically go about building
the serious Leninist organisation which alone can make a genuine rank

and file movement a possibility.
Martin Thomasgs.
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Tn particular on’the new autumn campaign on youth unemployment which should

be out in august. a pamphlet to take up their positions and counter pose our
own. Ve could see this at YSmeetings and during the campaign and it would be
fay more rseful than zm either UF and YS because it would always be current,

< Also the promised pamphlet on the militant group should be produce as soon

o5 nNossible &s th-re must be many new comrades that have difficulty when face
by Militant. ‘

¢)We must cnsgure the regular monthly producetion’of ¥8 that way we can build

up £irculation and supvort for the paper as such, Tt doesntt matter if it is

only Lvag »g snd cost 2 or 3p with onle lea?ing article a major article revieéw

and l-~tters +LPYS news, Ye can b uild up the sizs as we build up the supporie.

% iseucs in- 6 or more months means you can build nothing around the paper

ag sucha )

d) We should not be afraid of using LTFT. Ve should aim to write letters reg-
ularily and vhen evep vossib le articles presenting our views. If they are

not publish’d print them in ¥S afterwards. Ue should try and be the most active

memh-rs of THe TLPYS and if possible be able to campaign against the Militant

for dénying us our rights as we were able to do at Conference over the book=-

st all. .

e) We should have detailed reports of LPYS work in the IB to spread the
exparisnce and successes we have had to other less siicces~ful branches.

The LPYS Youth Unomployment campaign.

Tt appears that thé LPYS will be having a campaign against Youth Unemploy-
ment in tha autumn. This should provide us an excellent oportunity to inter-
vene for 2 reasons, i) We will be in at the start and agree with the basic
demands( unlike the ERC campaign) ii) the method of fighfing gor them will
clearl~ poss the differences between the Militant and us.

Yhat will the Militent approach be? They will have a series of local meet-
ifes and leafletings followed by regional marches abd rallys followed by &
nationsl mearch ~tc as thay did over their raciallism campaighn. then at the
~nd of the y-ar the c-mpsign will be over and Youth uemployment will be a

an stion of fh-~ past - exc-pt dor unemployed youth but they aren't in the LPYS
so vho c-~ress. Their campaipn will be one of passiwve propaganda offpressure!
on *ha lavonur pov-rim-nt. What e can count-rpose to this is ths organisation
of unemvloved youth. to go out and get our hahds dirty in the struggle to
holp them fisht for their'rights at the §.8. etc to form wemployed c'ttees
with +hé Clasim-nts unions, Finally we should fight to make this a permantent
cempripn =& long as un-mnlovmant lasts.

In conclusion.

Our ovn woaknass in spealkers and expariencs will only partially be made up
hy schools “tc mmd as JC suggests far more valuable in training our comrades
will be the woek to week struggle against the millitant in the local and
regionsl YSs &s we can take them up thete smo we can take them up in the end
~t conforonce, But to go this we must maks up for our lack in education in
th~ ¥S throurh pamphl ts and a regular 'YS'papers. To make up for our lack of
numb rs we need at least as good an organisation as the Militant have nation=-
allve Our l-ck of presence must be made up by a paber that is closer to the
protl-ms of Youth then Left or Militant. If we don't finally get well and
truely stuck in now we might as well not havs bothered in the first place
and retvrn to whers w~ were three years agoe

7/%/?5 w Chris Whytehead



CAMPAIGN FOR LABQUR_PARTY DEMCCRACY
Report to WF S¥eering Teommittee
T.S0cial Cemposition
President: Framk Allaun MP Seorstarys V, Dever
Vice President: Joan Maynard VP
CE oy o
Chairman: Ton Wcé“ﬁwi Dapper

There were 17 people at the 20%h June meeting at Caxtbon H2ll, ncnc of
the vice presidents or president being there.They were 7";wn,¢rom a wide
area.

2. Pelitical basis.

Their main plank is recallability of Jelecates within the LP. They
are putting a motion %o %:e TP oeonfemsion o for reselection of MP's
' ‘o grapped:  up to get
mobicn wmmhln three

JeeI8¢ think we should ,ndrsmt th

They are also involw
from Wotts East LP by mojo o
for the meeting wag how %so prevent
there was no clear ideas m thie.
coalition on Lhe guiet, Thzre was
seems to be a Fabilan, ;
g0me Trlbun:tepa
AUEW dnditavix :
supported bl@cw :

Ago rangn was
i0n

is dig o loose

sdveoated LU
ot coan m&yv
&T“Otulﬁﬁ = tvhe

T cavcus with no unifying nolivical
u?lTU““mxv : gome astention on guestions of . bans
and urescriphions, recall MPig, oppositvion To coalition, Ws should

e {if true §¢4ALS mey becomean important nitlieug
Neeienol Tlafh oarng movement or Bevaanile kind.

ratae the May “"‘mm:‘l l' o

for a lefh ceuoug of

1 A e o~ e A P A S S P ey T
LQ@_«;’; oo ulhé" g v agla:f Tt Jiniy 8?{)?}1@ Cozton Holl.
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"Young Socialist" Tast Midlands Supporters Meeting 22nd June 1175

B

Present: DB, SL, AX, GB, ?, ¥M, 1.J, RC, MF, KNc, JR, ¥H, KB, IW,
DG, PR, Chair KB, Minutes IW, SL.

s

The Situation in the Labour Party: SL.

The reshuffle on the left. The question of wage restraint, nationalisatiol
The Industry Bill likely to be amended to something similar to the Tories
Tndustries BPill 1972. Benn made a scapegoat althouch he is not interested
in real nationalisation - however did have 'open the books' and tworkers
paerticipation' in the Bill. Bennism though not for the working class but
for capitalism eg. he does not speak acainst unemployment, the Social Contract
or support specific struggles. Probably moved to Bnergy Ministry to sort
out problems in the oil industry. Benn is just an individual voice. The
Tribunites, on the other hand offer some combined effort, stand by manifesto,
against coalition policies but have the weakening attitude that 'Wilson is
there to lead the Party'! - therefore no real fight. Real problem is to get
the working class to be self reliant, not just related to Parliament. The
T.'s job is to support the working class within parliament. Our job is to
defend the working class and strengthen left where possible. KHs: Is one of
the problems with Tribune the fact that it does not organise locally. SLs Mot
as easy as that - it also depends upon their politics. Kic: Tribune is not
2ll that united - look at the way it divided over the letter. KJ: What is
meant by the formation of the left in the LP? SL: It must go for specific
issues. 1W: Two ways of looking at the 'strenf?ﬁéning‘ of the left in the
LFP (1) sunporting svecific issues and (2) suprvorting left against the right
when there is a guestion of LP democracy. XJ: Supported Benn because attacks
on him would be seen as an attack on the working class. PR: Only supported
Benn in so far as he provided a better framework for revolutionaries. DG
Cannot just leave it at that.

History of the LPYS:DG

Before the war Ted Willis was the leading light in the Labour leajue of
Youth but he was also a CP member. LLY supported the Republicans in Spain
and wanted CP affiliation to the LP. Eventually Willis left and joined the
veL. LLY disbanded at beginning of W2 but formed again after the war with
a paper called 'Young Socialist'. It declined again after some expulsions
by the bureaucracy and was finally disbanded in 1956. 1959 Young Socialists
started up on the initiative of the bureaucracy to get 'new blood'. 250
branches - IS, Militant, SLL were all there. Two papers - "Young Guard' and
1Keep Left'. 'Keep Left! was the more militant and was centred around cam=-
paigns. After a bit the LP NiC tells YS branches not to sponsor 'Keep Left!'.
'Keep Left' went into CND. Campaign - "Hands off 'Keep Left' " -~ which had
now gained control of the LPYS. 1964 'Keep Left! supporters expelled (mainly
SLL (WRP)). ‘'Keep Left' still going today. Since 1964 'Militant' and IS
dominate but IS eventually drops out and leaves 'Militant', Cuestions -
how should we work in relationship to ocutside struggles? how can we use LP?
what relationship do we have with the left in LP? what united fronts? PRs
“hat connection did tendencies in YS have with adult IP? DG: Not a lot.

GB: Why did SLL want to get booted out? KB: Because they thought they would
immediately become the revolutionary party. Sks IMG have just joined thellP -
what attitude would they take? DG: IVMG'er he had met from Hemel Hempstead

said he would go as far as he could before being booted out. PR: At times
a 'smash and grab raid' for members was right. DG: CP and SLL were wrong =



should have attempted to stay in PR: WF and IS were risht to come out in
1964-68 because of class struggles, Vietnam, France ete. DG: Again dis-
agreed - should have stayed in to fight for policies and would not have
found LPYS in same mess as it is in today.

Branch Reports:

- Northampton - been through several stages - ta] » shon at first - then
joined in anti-racialist campaign and went on Bradford Demo - Militant and

IS went to branch meetings - Militant instinctively disliked because they
could not provide any answers. Support for Maureen Colguhoun on TOM -
attempting to build TOM locally. Sponsors 'VS' not because agree with every-
thing but because it is the hest of =z i Bael Opposed 'Get Out' campaign.
Anti-fascist alliance has “osn forn.

5E Derbs. -~ started 10 momihs azo - hod aioncs - nes neing ctorped due to
trouble with elements in Ao LEL Joiwved HAD dzmo S0P ated to Working

m

Womens Charter. Troubls by Militaaot
could not attend busine.s meetbings.
movement conference.,
Carlton - started up shors time
Egz%ings and discos etec. Ieat 3G
Have bought a duplicator and are goi
for WAC. Put on 'ALL OUT' play bv with geiti
onto GMC.  Sent 8 delegatss o TOM INL C 2 in the nroos s
a meeting on Ireland loczll. . Gotbin. looal LP, «tC's,
to sponsor it.
Questions ¢ GP: What about reception of YS! paper? KJ: Have not =o0ld it
outside LPYS yet but wero g to - well received by LPY. thousl., Rl
20T OGN . Tt is so irregular that 5% ig Qiff-

them they
Labour

“

Good wecevtion in Wellins

icult to have a campaism %o sell i% cr Agreed with DG on dwrcsularity
of 'YS' but it is well+in Cexlton, I3i: Interested in SE Derbs. relationship
with Militant ot business scetings because had scme probilem ia I tgm, IGs

How successful are discos., KlMo: Very, before stopped bty local Labour Club -
gained one or two members.

Regional Constitution of LPYS: RO

Related experiences of getting onto Regional Committee and rreblems once
on. IW proposed that RC should write out and duplicate if possible & sghor
study of the Reg. Com. - its composition, what functions it has etc. A
decision as to who should be nominated for the Reyg. Conf. Arr. Cttee. was

s

deferred until later. (That is the Reg. Conf. of the LPYS)

Regional Conference JR:

Most important fact was that (Clause 4 got the IPYS places {2) from Militant
on an anti-Trot basis. (There followed a general discussion on the way bur-
eaucrats like Robertson were tightening up ~ getting Tribunites instead of
Militant.)

Young Workers Conference: IW

Important because it was local, because it was not Militant's territor
(even though the Coventry Climax lads are Militant supporters) and because
Youth Committees and NUSS were going to become very important with the
amount of youth unemployment.

o+

The Way Forward.

DG E.Mids area strongest supporters of 'YS' - should use that gtrength to
encourage other areas. YS has got to make a push in the next year. In ind-
ividual branches are using issues ez. Working Womens Charter - but should
+ received




try to expand regionally - put more emphasis on Day Schools e BC and Ireland
- but as a tandencv failed totally to make eny impact on these. RC should
propose more Day Schools and regional rallies at which we can put forward

1vYS! line to discuss. Also should produce a bulletin for the region - looking
forward to the next. PR: Should discuss most important issues - ey Ireland,
Unemployment and democracy in the Y& and LP. DG: Militant or_anising camb isn
on unemployment. KB: Would join in campaign with 1r own polities. Was

demo orgenised in Leicester - YS did nothing. FPR: What programme of demands?
Problem is once unemployed can act as little more Lh( a - pressure Jroup -

a young workers union?.... to act with redundancies through T T.Councils or
Unions rather than local gvat... i.e. trying to get young workers to act
independently rather than relying on the LP. KB: Wouldn't people only get
involved with an unemployment campaign if they thought they would get a job

at the end of it? PR:s But until we have jobs to give what can we offer?

The point is to politicie young workers. XB: Does not understand what
unionisation of young workers means. PRs T & G are the only ones who accept
unemployed.. GB: In Teesside in 30's unemployed members of the T & G helped
in redundancy %trur“le of workers in factories. DG: Setting up youth em-
ployment cttees - demos - work or full pay - appeal to join LPYS on basis

of trying to get LP to take up question. GB: Also unions ta sking up cuestion
of %0 hour week, DGs Difficulty is we would be going along to dole
Proposed that RC find out if there is a Militant Campaien on LquﬁTO
and contact everyone else. Agreed, Should we bring up any other issu
the next Regional Cttee, Meeting? PR: Internal Democracy? Propse
with no censorship i.e. that all articles should be published. DG
propose Miltant editors as opposed to Robertson. Proposed a Day School on
Women. PR: Response to Clause 4 leaflet? On bulletin should initially write
an article on internal democracy. If not passed we should take the issue
ourselves. DG: “Je should have a regional 'YS' organiser.

°
o

Meeting Closed.



WEF Teachers Fraction Report I975.
The fraction consists ofl2 full time teachers, 5 student

teachers and 5 ATTI (college) teachers.We have a strong presence in
N, London/Haringey, Liverpool, Nottingham, Coventry 4TT1) and Bristol,
and to a lesser extent in Reading/Bracknell and Bolton.,At the last
aggregate it was decided to run the fraction from London, though with
the net movement of cdes out of the London fraction for various
reasons this has posed some organisational problems. The overall size of
the fraction has remained the same, with a recent net increase in numbers
There have been 3 main salary struggles over the past year.
The first was for a London allowance of £350 for all teachers in the
Greater London area. After a fight involving wnofficial action agitated
by R&F and the IMG (througl: ad hoo cowsltrteas) there wes finally imposed

o
a 3-tier system starting ot £350 inTvnsr i
in an area on ‘the cuhtsln Torder of Grsatver o

to £141

Struggle over the Hougnion av.ot. Gl schers!
salaries up to what they should have b O iated
widespread urncfficial leading to offici Lioan o . The dsmend

was for a £I5 flat rate increase Tor all “hioi-oe, 07y
position ia the hierarchy. The fir setto oy
for bottom scale teachers, £40 2 k for top he
a different system of salary . an¢ vhelr struggle
real gains, The bocst to AiTerentinly fn the Tapiish avar:
a lack.of muscle in the Znglich canpedgy, wnich 70 noncinwiess il
To mouvlilse - : “ X

large numbe teachers from geratch ia a very
o ST Ty
eI 'tj_LLL o

During

for

o
LR

RS EE
“1L £
Lhe 0

?

voners produced an &
icn s0ld reasonably

e _

standard, We took up the for mainvenance of threshold payments, in
concert with IMG and = % 18, There were attempts abt vietiminalion of
teachers wno had taken & “ficlalaction. These vi~timic
were successfully fought with mass lobbies and legal revresentation based

on the rights of teachers, like any other workers, to take stike action.
The WUT is affiliated to the TUC (fthough not the LP) yet it did not

offer any support to those teachers r who, at the time of Howu also
came out in support of the TUC lobby for th v

grass roots mobilisation which protected these
The IMG led the defenge of the victimized

rs Throug
their defence cttee, R&F did too little too late, emphasising (we said
wrongly) the salaries issue to the detriment of defending victimised

vorkers . : Lo
WOIKELSs  pgT made very little impact a® the

arguing the case for overtime payment in whe : :
Paper on Teachers'! Duties and Conditions of service. Thi
by our knowledge of the situation in ATTI. bubsequently, the NG/
proposed and the fraction ratified the proposal that ATTI cdes should
organise in a seperate fraction, with Jjoint meetings with NUT cdes
and cross vobting righte, . .

The current situation in R&TF is one of flux.Sally Owen is on
the editorial board, and we have quite a strong presence in the areas
outlined above.R&F is stagnating; we argue that it is because the IS

o8]
3
]
Iy
N
-
3
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<

-

leadership have overemphasised TU militancy to the exclusion of
political programme of socialist educational analysis and plan o
Nonetheless we remain in R&F, fighting against IS attempts to water down
the politics even further (so as not to !'scare' offrecruits) in contra-
distinction to IMG who, through their socialist teachers!' conference,

<A

f action.
i



secem ho be organising in parallel to R&F.We have 4 candidates for the
R&F EC elocted at annual conference June 28th, standing against 3 re-
emerged TMG candidates, 6 IS, 6IS stooges and 8 social democrats.

Inside R&F and the NUT we have fought for adoption of the WiC;
under pressure from the national campaign as it has progressed, R&F now
seem to be reassessing their original rejection of support.

We are concentrating, after the R&PF Annual Conference and the
gsocialist teachers' conference, on holding a fraction meeting on topics
of educational theory.

We find ourselves inside R&F, fighting for its regeneration
based on a socialist political programme as the way to win teachers in
an ongoing way to the struggle against reformism in education., We are
sympathetic to the IMG's moves to win teachers to a socialist strategy,
but we maintain the main arena for this struggle remains Rank andFile.



Minutes of WFNUT Fraction National Meeting 10/5/75

Attendance: MCy JBx I KB JM SO DS CSMg PG BCk SA JR

Apologies: CBy(ill) LY(leave of absence) CT(wife ill) CL(WWC) PS(see below)
AH(paper) BW(LPYS) :

Absent: TBr

IW introduced two probationary members, both student teachers at Trent Poly,
Mary Fraser and John Peck, neither of whom could make it that day owing to
MF(parents) JP(car broken down).

IH reprted that PS's letter apologising for non-~attendance at fraction meet-
ings owing to pressure of other work had been referred to the Steering Cttec
who had accepted it,

Reports ' .
a) Coventry: DS reported that a rank and file cttee had been set up for
united action on the cuts. It consisted of NALGO action, 2NUTR&F gps and
ATTIR&F. IS pulled out when they lost contrdl. Trades Council have set ¥ up

a subcttee to monitor and combat cuts, ATTIR&F have their first nceting next
week, IS have been blocking, ATTI Conference has WWC as motion 1, Local (ATTT)
Coventry conditions of service better than thosc recently nationally neg-
otiated; problems for ATTI members under pressure to aquiesce to nat, conds,
NUT Coventry never had branch meetings till NUTR&F pressurised.

b) Reading/Bracknell. CSMg & JR reported problems of isolation, There is no
R&F gp in Bracknell, consequently CSMg is split between NUT in Bracknell and
R&F in Reading, CSMg enquired about YTAC (Voting papers now out, from branch
secs, deadline 23rd June, polling by dispricts - IH).

c) Haringey: MCy rcported. She is a member of the local NUT subcttece on WWC.
R&F is affiliated to TOM locally, There is a joint public debate due between
R&F and NUSS, ' ' :

d) Manchester: FG reported that a Trades Council subcttec of NUT, ATTI, ASTMS
and NALGO delegates called a public meeting on education, Hardly any NUT
represented: members not circulated. R&F caught on the hop. R&F has declining
paper membership. Greater Manchester amalgamation on R&F gps now producing
local R&F bulletin, BCk reported that the NUT had a menbership of 3000, could
expect 50 at meetings, R&F haven't won a motion for 3 yrs. They are outnum-
bered 30+ to 10+ in his district meetings,

¢) North London: IH reported., R&F swept off local NUT management cttec and
Trades Council in Feb, R&F paper membership 45, 10 to 15 at meetings. RAnk
and File affiliated to TOM locally (all mention of TOM out of order in branch).
Perspective towards joint work against army recruitment in schools. Covering
sanctions operating in most secondary schools; 'Uommitice against Covering!'
set up. Nigel Wright (editor of Radical Education) reappeared in NLR&F re-
cently with a letter of criticism of R&F which he was pushing prior to stand-
ing as EC candidate, Much internal debate, ISvNon-nlignedviF, balance swings,
NUT management cttee (CP) have set up creche at union meetings and initiated
a course for union reps (out of school time). R&F responds with campaign to
get reps elected, _

f) Bolton: SA rcported, YT section strongest. Bolton has peculiar arrangements
for holidays. Raised question of questionnaire from Hamilton House on con—
fidential reprts and promotion., It was scen 6 wks ago, lLocal secs werce asked
to raise issue of professional conduct, ‘




NUT Fraction Minutes (2)

g) Liverpool: JBx reported that the Liverpool 12 case scemed to be over, The
original complaint had been ruled out of order by the NUT as there had been
no named complainant, and a ® subsequent complaint had not been submitted. R&F
neetings locally arc attended by 20-25 members out of a paper membership of 50.

h) Bristol: SO reported, IMG not putting much work into R&F locally. R&F to
produce a 'Red Paper' - not an answer to the Black Paper, but an independent
view. (JBx warned of title: BPl spawned a Red Paper which was Social Demo-
cratic in content).

i) Nottingham: KB reported, NAS currently taking action on travelling allow=-
anccs(1). Nottm has 2 NUTs: City (IW) and S. Notts (KB). S Notts R&F recently
set up. KB convenor, City NUT and R&F dominated by IMG., Some impact on Trent
Poly. Two lecturers there producing 'Red Paper'. Trades Council wmonitoring cuts,

Rank and File Editorial Board Repprt Back
SO reported. Articles can be put in quite easily, Paper schedules mid month,
Deadline for articles beginning of the month. Send to SO,

NUT Conference 1975

FG reported., R&F not so much defeated as ignored. Also they put in very little
effort., DN put in a speakers card every day (DN=Dick North, R&F and NUT Exec).,
R&F meetings pulled about 100 people, NUT imposed paper sales ban, R&F nect-
ing voted to defy it, but no-one turned up to implement the decision (only 5).
R&F held 3 types of mecting: organisational, recruiting and soul searching
(why are we failing?), Perspective on salaries was to maintain living standards
and improve them where possible. R&F amendments were predictably polarising in
ther effect on Conference and were put unsubtly, i.e. the whole R&F motion was
put as the amendment. WWC motion got solid support from the floor (more than
the pure R&F traditional motions). DN(IS) abstained in the vote for the Exec
amendment deleting reference to the Charter, There was no leaflet comdemning
Max Morris's anti-R&F article in the 'Teacher', as had been decided at the
previous R&FNC (and proposed by WF). The activities of the IMG at Conference
are discussed belo, under 'IS, IMG and R&F'.

ATTI
DS and JM reported., ACTDE is to be amalgamated into ATTI, ATTI affiliated to

NUT, but individual ATTI members must pay local NUT branch fees if they wish
to attend meetings, ATTI branches arc college bascd so it is possible to
organise more around problems at work. IH requested, on behalf of the NUT
fraction, that the ATTI fraction organise a separate fraction meeting in the
near future and report back to the next joint fraction meeting, Agreed.

Cuts

IH reported along the lines of the LOndon R&F factsheet (see WF 98). Declining
roll argument. Official pupil-teacher ratio of eg 1:17 includes tenchers

such as Head primarily involved in administration, Classes are more like 30

in number. If the roll falls by 17 and a teacher is lopped off, what happens
to the other 13 kids? Planks of defence: no teaching of classes over 30 on roll,
Minimum inviolate preparation time for all teachers negotiated locally (R&F
are pushing for a day a week). No covering for unappointed staff or staff ab-
sent for more than 3 days. No forced redeployment (NUT so far strong on this).
No reduction in staff:pupil ratios, Union scrutiny of timctables, Set up area
committees of reps to enforce branch policy and support schools.
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Cuts (cont)
JBx ppinted out the scope for local campaigns, with lcaflets, booklets ete pro-

duced by R&F, Draw members in through alliances, eg UCATT, hospitals, teachers.
Also work for joint action through Trades Councils. liCy reported that the cuts,
exceptionally, were not hitting Haringey too badly, this nakes drumming up supp-
ort more difficult, IH re-emphasised that reduction in staff corresponding to
falling rolls could not be covered completely by natural wastage and retirement,
The only alternative is rcdundancy. KB pointed out difficulty of getting action
off the ground before the cuts had actually begun to bite (cf agitetion before
Houghton wgs published), JBx stressed need for reports on effects of the cuts
locally to be sent to the paper.

IMG, IS and R&F

At the NUT Conference, the IMG put round a petition callin; for support for a
socialist teachers! conference, IMG comprised ahout half of the original signat-
ories, They are inviting R&F to support the conference, and are not putting R&F
of the agenda as they feel this would be scen as splitting. They feel there is
room to work on single issue campaigngd around a minimum platform, thinking that
the all or nothing approach of R&F tends to put people off, :

BCk: IMG going for single issue united fronts, ISR&F are going for a permanent
opposition position within the NUT on a broad front basis, Is WF clear on its
relationship to the two? Would a fight that changed R&F's platform to that

of WF be seen as a political victory for WF? If WF is not clear on its position,
it can hardly criticise the IMG and IS.

IW The task of rgvolu?lonary parties is to fuse with Rggf gﬁg%§§g;%sbgs§ef§ially
spontaneous, it is neither initiated nor run by a party. We stidy the position
of IMG and IS in order to help work out WF's position, we learn from what they
are doing, The trouble with the IS revolutionaries is that they limit their

demands so as not to scare off the rank and file membership,

IH: This is true, and leads to the ludicrous position of Jeff Hurford, a leading
member of ISR&F, to regret in public that IS actually dominate the R&FEC, ~

JdBx (In response to a question from BCk who asked whether WF would fight inside
R&F for its full programme., IW had replied that it would,) We would fight for
our political programme within R&F, our pelitics would not be watered down, but
they would not necessarily comprise our fall programmc, Initially we would fight
only on the key issues affecting the working class, The question is, how do we,
as a small group relate? Rank and File will inevitably be a topic of debatc at
the socialist teachers' conference,

FG (who was one of the original signatories to the !'IMG! petition above, and who
is thus involved in the planning of the conference). Following from this discuss—
ion, suggest submit the following to the next steering cttee for sociglist tchrs
conference, Agenda to include cuts, social contract, post mortem on Houghton, R&F,
bankruptcy of R&F!'s response (eg 'bash the leaders paranocia), What issues face
teachers? What should we be doing in the NUT? Propose afterncon session to thrashIH
out motions for NUT Conference 1976 (R&F will have decided on its motions by then

DS made the following 3 proposals accepted by fraction and FG. Not just NUT mem-
bers at soc tchrs conf, Action to be aimed at shop floor level, not constrained
by NUT, Work for united front on educational theory., These to be 3 points of
attack for conf, 4 .

JBx Move defer planning interventicnatill after WF day school on rank and file
movements. Produce pamphlet (not necessarily for July Conference). Be more agg-

ressive, Agreed,
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IMG, IS and R&F cont

BCk: Do we want to split R&F? If so insist soc tchrs conf open only to NUT mem=-
bers and put R&F first on the agenda., If we do not want to split R&F, support DS
and open it to all teachers., Agreed.

JBx:Proposed that we could not pre~cmpt discussion on R&F %m till after the WF
day school, In the meantime we say generally that discussion by socialist
teachers is long overdue, Agreed.

Rank and File Annual Conference

In future it is obvious that fraction meetings will have to be timctabled better
to fit in with events such as this -~ IH.

IH presented the two WF resolutions, on STV and platforms, Propaganda for STV
hacd gone out for the May Bulletin of R&F. (It transpires that it missed the boat,
but will be resubmitted for the JUne Bulletin; meanwhile members have been sent

individual propcganda sheets - IH).

JBx Necessity of hammering the 'non-aligned' group of EC candidates in the paper.
They represent fundamentally the Social Democcratic way of thinking, There is

a restriction of 3 resolutions per R&F gp. (In fact not true, there is no limit
in the constitution, and this year those gps 'in the know! have submitted up to
12 motions - IHJ)¥

MCy Proposed support for the WWC in Haringey, but the meceting was after the
motions deadline, which they had not been told about,
JBx Use amendments stage to amend along the lines of the WF amendments,

IH What is our position on putting up EC candidates this yecar? SIV was intro-
duced as a tactic for 1976, Also we are hanging fire to some extent waiting for
the outcome of the WF Day School on rank and file movements.

CSMg If we put up EC candidates at this stage, 1t would be a rush job, If we are
going to do it, it ought to be effective, and we haven't got time to maoke it so .,

IV It is important that we put up a candidate. It would spotlight our arguments.

JBx Cagey prior to WF Day School, Given R&F as it stands we should be fighting
To make it more democratic, more political, The day school doesn't pre-—empt

our standing for the EC. If the WFNT dedided we should pull out of R&F we

would do & so with the maximum explanation of our position, fighting to take
those who had supported us with us. Suggest we put up a WF slate of 2 or 3 cands.

BCk Danger, given the current state of R&F, that WF would get good support from
pissed off delegates. But precisely because of this, standing for the EC is a
bad idea,

JBx Proposed a vote that we should put up a slate. Passed with one against and
several abstentions. (I voted against for practical rather than political
reasons - IH) .

IW proposed that we should put as many as possible for the slate. A show of
nands revealed that the following stood a good chance of getting nominated:
IW, JBx, 80, IH. One delegate for every 5 members (or maj of 5) in each gp.



NUT Fraction Minutes (5)

Perspectives

SA Point out equal pay does not apply to women teachers, Couplain at National
Rank and File's convening conference on equal pay at same time as abortion
rally, Also complain that white collar unions are excluded., (Organising Cttee
now holding Conference on Womem and Education on July 5th - IH)

IW Propose SA write a letter to WI complaining along these lines, Agrecd.

S0 Propose R&F gps write letters to Cox complaining, Agreed.

Suggestion to hold a fraction meeting on educational theory at the end of term
was agreed. Cdes to prepare the following topics, linking in where possible
with articles for R&F, WF stc:

IW: The Myth of Professionalism

KB: School and after - careers, apprenticeships etc

IH: Discrimination against women teachers

TBr: Gay teachers

JBx: Thresholds

DS: Overtime Pay

MCy: Subjects in the News, eg classroom violence

JR: Colleges of Education

50: Student teachers

M: ROSLA

BCk & FG: Examinations

CSMg: 'Progressive Education!

DS also to do a) Education and Revolution, a reply to C Rosenberg
b) Communism and Education, the unified labour school
c) Conditions of work, international comparisons,

Note Would cdes please make thorough notes ggrthelr presentations and undertake
to write them up afterwards in detail,Theycan then be used as the basis for
pamphlets,



NATIONAL COMIITTEE 15-6-75
Apologiess CBy (i11) RL (i11) GB (TU meeting). Lates NY SMa Cheir: BH, Minutess MT

MINUTES OF LAST MECTING; MINUTES OF SC, MINUTES OF SECRETARIAT.

FB questioned whether the introduction to the LO article on the EEC were not a

change of our political line,

MP said it was less a change of line than drawing conclusions from the EEC experience
in terms of concretisation of our general positione

Arreed to arrange a further discussion on the FI at a NC meeting soone

POLITICAL PERSPECTIVES.

NS dntroduced his draft (as per IB). Despite our position on the EEC, we should
recognise that the referendum result wag a setback for the working classe The great
majority of active working class militants campaigned for a "No" vote and were
defeateds We should not underestimate the results in terms of demoralisation. This
nakes it easier for the govermment to adopt right-wing policies. They are unlikely to
nove to a statutory incomes policy, but more likely to adopt a sharp !'Social Contract
Mark II!', They will also cut public spending and increase unemployment. This will
lead to increasing disillusion in the Labour Govermment., We need to orientate to the
rank and file industrial struggle; we should therefore pay attention to strengthening
our industrial worke

In relation to the cuts, we should advocate a Public Sector Alliances.

There is unlikely to be a coalition, but there may be an informal Labour right/
Tory consensus on issues such as the Industry Bille. However, the Labour left at pres-
ent shows a marked lack of fight.

ML sald NS could be right about the Labour left buckling under with little fight.
But we should note two paradoxess The Social Contract was approved by the TUC almost
unanimously and enjoys the support of every single parliamentary politician. Yet it
is a lmughing stock, held in general contenptd Moreovers the Labour govermment has
been able to secure good relatiorswith the TU buremucrats, getting them to promise
big things; but at the cost of not actually requiring them to implement any of these
promisesd

In fthe tensions underlying these paradoxes there is a possibility of a considerable
sharpening of conflict betweon left and right in the Labour Party. It may well be
initiated by the righte. The Common Market debate will have some effect here in that it
definitely has loosened up party discipline.

The developing political crisis focuses attention more and more on questions of
the general running of society. This raises a chronic problem for Trotskyistss We have
to present our programme for the general reconstruction of society; we have to say what
should be done at governmental levels Otherwise we confine ourselves to econonisne
But the instrument the working class has developed for political action is in fact
running a bourgeois government, How resolve the contradiction?

We risk slipping either into opportunism (just "plugesing” the "correct" programme
into the Labour Party as the only available instrument, ignoring the bourgeois nature
of the Labour Party: 'Labour to power on a socialist programme!), or sectarianism
of a rank-snd-filist/economistic nature (ignoring what the government does and just
preaching sectional direct action). At present our main danger is sectarianism. During
the Common Market campaign we had to be apparently sectarian - standing aside from a
struggles The point was that the 'struggle! was just hot aire. But unless we are careful
that apparent sectarianism could carry over into a real sectarianism.

What we should dos: advance specific demands on the government, with the general
theme of calling on the Labour government to break with the bourgeoisie. Within that
framework we can focus on the 'lefts!, calling on them to take up particuler demands,



to oppose reactionary government measures, to organise at grass-roots level etc. We can
call for the organisation of a left wing %he LP, as lons as we don't make it an empty
panacea of the type of saying "build the revolutionary party" is the answers

Finally, on the IMG's "Sack Wilson" slogan. As lonz as you don't attempt to make too
much ¢f it, to read into it more than it will hold, thefe is nothing necessarily wrong
with this slogen. The only question is, have the ING judged the present situation &
mood correctly as one where that slogan gets a response rather than just being the
TMG's pet idea?

| DS pointed out that NS's document should be described as draft British political
perspectivess

PR asked how NS saw a 'tighter' version of the Social Contract being constructed.

AH said that 'Tribune' felt their whole progremme was repudiated by the 'Yes! vote =
the reason being that their social-reformist programme is theoretically based on

a nationalist anti-BEEC economic perspective (the 'siege cconomy'). This situation
raises problens for us in relating to the left.

If we look at the Trotskyist attitude to reformists in the 1930s - eegs Trotsky's
attitude to the De Man Plan of the Belgian Labour Party - it is basically (1) We
criticise the reformist plan (Trotsky described the De Man Plan as state capitalist);
(2) we say nevertheless we will engage in a joint struggle alongside the reformist
workers to implement their reformist plan against the resistance of the bourgeoisiecs
This is based on the idea that the reformists' plan includes measures which we favour
while considering them inadequate. We say "Yes, butae.." to the reformists! plan,

But we cannot say "Yes, butess " to the Tribunites' programmes They place the main
stress on nonsensical ideas of economic isolation, import controls, etcs and do not
fight on issues such as nationalisation or even on the Industry Bill (despite the fact
that the govermment's policy on the Industry Bill is a prime example of two things the
Tribunites condemn in general - 'coalition policies' and 'going back on the manifesto!),
The present limited revolt on the Second White Paper on the Industry Bill is led by
Heffer but also supported by a Powellite like Biffen. ‘

After the referendun result and their whole prograrme being repudiated, the left
are cowed and have no perspective.

The Social Contract had a mainly 'ideological' function rather than attempting to
set definite figuress The present 'kite~flying' among the TUC leadership is also largely
'ideological' in character, and dominated by exasperation., A dangerous possibility is
a referendun on statutory incomes policy, which would probably yield a large majority
for statutory il.pe

The Tory party at present is in a shanbles, considerably divided on policye

However, there is a possibility of polarisation in the LP, not over the present
sackings, but over the general offensive of the right wing (and we should remember that
the right wing includes Wilson). We can't simply react by saying we "fight alongside™
the left; but maybe we can fight on the question of Labour Party democracy.

Finally, we should note that the reason why Benn has been put in the Energy
Ministry is clearly because of the miners: which suggests a hard govermment line on
WagesSe

PS said that according to NS's argument about the result of the referendum we should
logicelly have voted "No". The setback was not the "Yes" majority, but the fact that the
referendun loomed large at alls The "Yes" vote did facilitate the removal of Benn etes
but in fundamental terms it was no more a setback than a "No" votc.

What MT had said on the paradox of the Social Contract was true, but there was also
the ideological effect of the Social Contract, which was not to be dismissed.

The chances of the Labour Government "scraping through" the recession without major
confrontation are extremely slin. The economic prospects for British capitalism are



almost eertainly extremely bad for years to cones
On the IMG's "Sack Wilson" slogan: in the absence of real mass feeling to which it
corresponds, such a slogan effectively endorses left social democracys
"~ PS agreed with NS on the question of a Public Sector Alliencej felt it could be
aseful.

3M said there was a real danger for us of routinisn and empiricisma. This arose from the
lack of a coherent Trotakyist tradition and our own reaction agninst 'scenario politics'e

We should review the class struggle of the last several yeamse In 1964 a Labour
Jovernnent was elected on a technocratic programme. Attempts by that government to solve
the crisis of British capitalism led to serious clashes with the working class. Labour
Logt the 1970 elections The Tory govermment then chose to take the working ClaSS head-on,
and was defeated ipnominiously. The upshot of this was what we described as a 'pre~
revolutionary situation! - understanging that a pre-revolutionary situation does not
necessarily lead into a revolutionary situation, and may last for ycarse

Our reaction has always tended to be empirical and routinist. The chief example
is the proposal of a major section of WF in 1970 to vote only for anti-In Place of
Strife Labour MPse In the big anti-Tory industrial clashes, we oriented to direct
action, But now, with a govermment of a party with orgenic links to the workinz class,

a great deal of the 'traditional! Trotskyist approach, as per Transitional Prograumue,
regains validity. Provided we don't take a supplicant approach of relying on the
govermnent or subordinating direct action to ity we can utilise the approach of saying
to the govermnent: breek with the bourgeoisiel

We can also make demands on the Bennite state-cepitalist left, without endorsing
their polltlcs.

There is a danger for us of carrying over the 'sectarian' approach we took in the j
EEC campaiem to a later and different situation. We shouldn?t just wait until new events \
hit us in the facee There is a possibility of the Tribunites evoking a movement in the
classe

SCy spoke on the rail strikee Jones may withdraw support from the NUR, Whlch would be
a najor blows The AUEW and NUM conferences will be influenced by the rail strike; if the
strike doesn't come off, that could help the right wing to dominate.

Qur intervention round a possible rail strike should centre round key areas, e.f
steel where lay-offs will occurs A long strike will raise the question of Jobs and
layoffs on the docks, in the car industry, etc, and we will need to relate to this.

On cuts in public spending, It is difficult to organise a fight. But there is
pressure on jobs among local govermment manual workerss In education and in the
hospitals cuts will be very drastice In the health sector they will tied with an
attack on TU organisations & public sector alliance would be difficult to orzanise
because of the differzing interests of various sectorse. The fight against cutbacks
should be centred round redundancies rather than expenditure as such.

NS - To say, as PS did, that a big "Yes" is not a setback for the left 19 wronb. The
Teft sot a slap in the face which nust affect then.
NS agreed with AH and could not sse any prospect of a subst tlal flght from the
Labour left. Could not see how our ideas on the Labour Party fit in w h the idea of
organising a fight of the left.

JBx said we should nake propaganda about the need for alliances in the public sector,
but tactimlly in local situations we may form narrOﬂer alliances than the whole public
gectors

In relation to demands on the Labour governnent - two key items are the withdrawal
of troops from Ireland and nationalisation without compensations We should not say
#1ibly 'nationalisation under workers! control', but should separate out the elements .
tworkers control! and 'nationalisation! so as to avoid any implication that workers control



”4"

is something legislated by a goverment, '

On the Labour left: JBx agreed there was no way to fight "hand in hand" with Benne
Bennism and the Labour left are very closely tied up with the question of the FEEC.
Our attitude to the Labour govermment kicking Benn out would vary according to the
nature of the issue on which such sacking took place.

There will be splits and tensions in the LP, but there is a danger of us

T — i Do f—

AH presented a resolutions

We call on the Left to organise the rank and file on the basis of a
programme relating to the real needs of the working class to mzintain
their living standards, and calling on the Government to make a break
with the CBI and the Tory and Liberal Parties, that do not base theme
selves on the labour movenment.

AH s2id there was a lot of common ground in the discussion, but there was a question
of periodisation: whether the lefts begin to organise now or in some nonths! tine,
AH's resolution was intended to avoid illusions in the governnient and to place the
onus on the left, Concretely now we should call on the left to support the rail strike,

IS presented a resolutiont

We fight to build "Alternative Left!" (as opposed to Broad Left) caucuses
within the Labour Party, Membership toy%ased on the policy "Break with the
Bourgeoisie" and to draw in militants who we get to join the IP as well as
present LP nenberss

It is possible for us to generate an alternative left. We are in o different situation
fron 1964~T0. In those years people spat at the Labour Party, they went into direct
industrial strugolee But now the industrial struggle is stynied by the econonic crisis.
People will nove to fight inside the Labour Party. We should draw people in on an
entrist basise

MI presented a resolutions

ag per_gomgosite(see later on in these minutes), but with only the first
sentence of point 5, and with point 6 reading as follows:
"6) We conduct propaganda for an organised left-wing rank and file movement
in the Labour Partys Such propaganda would have to be low-key if we are to
avoid falling into schema~nongering ( as with the use of the ‘slogan "build
the revolutionary party" as a panacea), However, the whole general political
situation puts such a developnent on the agenda as a pcssibility for the
next few years. We should conduct low-key propagandas Possibly there nay be
sone value in local left caucuses, though within such caucuses as within
any general left novement (inevitably doninated, at least initially, by
1eft-reformists), we would have to maintain absolute political independence"
MI' was worried about the way AH and IS (more s0) had blown up the idea of the "altern-
ative left"s We could not nake the formation of a left-wing by the left-reformist leaders
a central strategic plank, on pain of putting ourselves into a position of political
subordinations 4 nd if we could fornm an "alternative left" ourselves - if we were that
strong = we wouldn!t bother, but would instead imnediately form a mass revolutionary party
On the programme of the left, MI' felt that AH and JBx were formalistice If there is
a ny serious conflict in the LP, the issues of polarisetion will reflect the pressure
of the working class (in however confused a way) rather than the peculiar econonic
theories of the Tribunites. ; ; ,
On the question of focusing on the left rather than the govermment: this is
dangerouss There is an objective basis for demands on the governnent; it is the organ



of a mass party based an the working class, and it is the organ responsible for the
general running of societys The 'left! is by no neans defined so objectively; it is

a matter of shades and degrees. To focus on the left is to encourzge the wrong illusion
that the 'left' is fundamentally different from and better than the Labour right.

SM agreed that there were problems with relating to the left rather than to the
governuent as a wholee The approach focusing on the government gives an objective
franeworks AH's approach could lead to tailing the lefte SM also agreed with MT on
the question of the programme of the left,

T here is a danger of schena-nongering. We can't with our own forces orgenise an
~ talternative left'. We can 't reproduce Clay Crosses at will. There is a danger of
! reproducing our errors we veered towards with the Open Letter for Regroupnient; of
| substituting for a non-existent broad movenent like 'The Week! dids We can and should
- organise nilitants to come into the LP; but there is no prospect of a mass flood into
. the LP. SM agreed with MI''s resolutions

Agreed  that there was a risk of plebiscitary methods being taken up, cece
referendunt on incomes policye.

AH agreed with much SM had saids But why then did SM agree with MI? MT was wrong to
say AH ignores the question of govermments AH agreed that IS's resolution was wronge
But MT was wrong too, in stressing the possibility of local caucuses while saying
propaganda should be 'low= key'. In reality it should be the other way rounds
energetic propaganda, but understanding thet local caucuses are generally not possiblea

JS thought a Public Sector Alliance was not on the cards in practical ternse. However,
public service cuts have gone through easily so far and a lot nore will conees
Felt we should put nmore effort into industrial work. Disagreed with DS on the ILP.
JS appealed for a more popular style in the papers. We assume too much knowledge =
we should explain more. Most workers associate 'Benn’® with flowerpets rather thon
~politicse : '
Ml agreed we should put demands on the Labour Party - but we must be clear that our

ain is to bresk individuals from the Labour Party, not to break the Labour Party fron
the bourgeoisie.

SCy t hought SM and AH were wrong on the question of possible further use of
referendunse Such a move would have a destructive effect on normal political~party
structure, and the bourgeoisie are not that hard-pressed.

SM announced a composite of MI'*s and AH's motions, which both M and AH had accepted.

D5 said that he thought the composite was abstract and journalistice Caucuses within
the Labour Party are important and can be built. The present situation is of the
Yvalve! opening for people to come back into the Labour Party. Some workers, it is
truey; may not like the Labour Party - but what alternative is there to bulld:mp- a
left wing in the LP? ;

The two resolutions were put to the votes

DSts resolution: logt, IS voting for, all others against.
Composite resolution: carried, IS voting against, all others for.

WORKING WOMEN'S CHARTER

SL opened the discussion by explaining the background to her draft document for the
‘vfom,n & Socialisn! conferences (based on the document for the Coventry school reprodm
uced in IB 27). Conferences like the 'Women & Socialisn® conference are not structred
as forung for organisation or decisionse. Therefore, SL thought, we should relate by
proposing forms of activity.



COMPOSITE RESOLUTION: POLITICAL PERSPECTIVES & THE PRESENT SITUATION,

To instruct the Secretariat to see that an addition is drafted to the Political
Perspectives on our attitude to possible development of political crisis within the
Parliamentary Labour Party/@rade Union bumlaucracy. (This addition to be submitted
to July 1C). .

General guidelines for this addition to bet

1) Though a sharpening of conflict between Right and Left is not certain, and though,
if such sharpening occurs, the initiative will probably be taken by the Right, we
must relate to the possibility,.

2) We face two dangerss Opportunism ('Labour to power with a socialist programme! -
type approach, "reinstate Benn", presenting the left as fundamentally better than
the Right); and sectarianism and economism (confining ourselves to relating to
direct action, failing to relate to the question of government). Concretely,
sectarianism is the more likely danger for use

3) We must deploy an integrated chain of transitional demands, relating to quegtions
of the general running of society. Key items should include: sliding scale of wages;
work or full pay; opening the books and workers! inquiries (into all the financial
and state connections, not just into individual bankrupt companies); nationalisation
without compensation; sliding scale of public expenditure; no incomes policy under
capitalism; withdraw troops from Ireland; scrap all immigration acts; withdraw from
NATO; full implementation of equal pay and equal opportunities for women; hands off
the unionsge ‘

4) We pose these demands to the Labour government, demanding that it break with the
bourgeoisie and implement such demands, We continue, of course, to explain clearly
the capitalist nature of the government and the primacy of direct action,

5) We relate to the 'left? by calling on them to take up a vigorous fight for their
own proclaimed policies esge on nationalisation (where those policies are not simply
reactionary: eege import controls), and for the demands we propose. We call on the
'Left! to organise the rank and file on the basis of a programme relating to the real
needs of the morking class to maintain their living standirds and calling on the
Govermment to make a break with the CBI and the Tory and Liberal parties, which do not
base themselves on the labour movements

6) We conduct vigorous propagenda for an orgenised left-wing rank and file movement
in the Lebour Partye Such propaganda would have to avoid falling into schemae
mongering (as with the use of the slogan 'build the revolutionary party! as a
panacea) e However, the whole general political situation puts such a development on
the agenda as a possibility for the next few years. ‘

Purther, we instruct the Secretariat to prepare an additional supplement to the

Political Perspectives on workers! control,
»* ¥* * * * *

(WWC - contd,)
SL did not envisage an immediate mass movement arisingfron the WIC, as some had

supposeds It is true that the WWC is one element in a whole ferment.
SL raised the question of what we should be saying about the abortion canpaisn

after June 21st. ‘

PL said that many women had flooded in to the N:iC who had not previously been
involved at all in the wonen's movenent, Many elements in the NAC are very hostile to
any broedening of the campaisn, but we should fight to draw people into the WWC.



I said it was difficult in NAC to get people to think seriously about "after June 2}st"s
But we must press then to do s0.

SCy said NAC had brought in mass¢s of new peoples We can't have any general formula for
'the way forward! - it is nore a natter of relating to the details of the local campaigns
and taking then forward. Just to raise the WWC inside the NAC is sectarian - alnost

like intervening in a wages struggle by raising the Transitional Programnc,

"FB agreed we should try to push the WWC in NAC.

MI also agreed we should push the WWC in NAC. It's not a question of presenting a nass
struggle with a propagandist ultimatun, as SCy suggests, but of trying to broaden the
outlook of individuals we can reach in NAC and involve then in ongoing activity.

The WWC, however, is ephemeral - we should not look at it as the one and only way
forward for the wonen's novement, At present IMG, who were largely instrunental in
starting up the WWC novenent, are un- enthusiastic, or so it appears. We should
consider that it may be necessary for us to take some responsibility for the national
organisation of the WWC.

PL said MT was wrong on the degree of the IMG's involvenent in the WWC. However,
the policy of the INMG varies from area to areae.

PR said the WL was nearing the end of a blind alley. We nced to reconstruct the
WIM and get it out of that blind alleye

JBx said that the opposition to raising the WWC inside NAC was not from the peopic who
had newly cone in, but fron political groups, es.gs the CP.

On PRYg contribution: WF is not in a position to turn the tap on and off for the
wonen's novenent. We can argue our politics etce etce but we can't remodel the whole
novenents

SM said it was true that only a fraction of the emergies involved in the INAC could be
translated into the WiWC. This is inevitable given the uneven development of the womentsg
novenents We should fight for the WWC.

The WiC is not adequate, though. A serious, coherent women's movement is possible
only when it is linked %o a revolutionary labour movenent. Thus the recent revival
of the wonen's liberation movement, though basically healthy, has taken the form of
a gaseous cloud of activity. We need to relate with a comprehensive programme. We must
excavate the history of the women's novement so that we can fulfill our propagenda group
taskse

PL said we should stress that the WWC is not just for wonmen; work round the WWC should
be for men and wonen cdse,s not just wonen.

Asked SM: was he saying we should counternoge an independently-worked-out programe
ta the WWC. :
SM said the relation would be that a fuller programme subsuned the WiC,

P seid that it was inportant that we should discuss questions of the women's liberation
novenent on the NC and not just in the wonens fractions

MI ~said there could be no question of counterposing a fuller progranne ase inst the
WWC, any more than we counterpose the WWC against the NAC or our already-formulated
anendnents against the WWC. We fight within the general movenent for our specific ildeass

IS stressed the need for 2ll cdss including male cds. to push the WiC. In Coventry
nale WF eds had been instrunental in getting a WWC group goinge

S0y raised the problen of how we work with the WWC when a union has adopted it as
official policy, as the CPSA has dones SCy expected that within a few years the WWe will



be generally accepted on an official level and the problen will be to get effective
actions

PL (a) pointed out that the WWC Canpaign was planning a national conference; (b) agreed
with 8Cy on problens of working with WWC in TUse The key question here is wonen's
caucuses in the TUse NAC got TU support becouse of the fight for the WWC within the
TUse (o) raised the problen of the TUC women's charter. There is a possibility that the
CP will back it and the TUC will close down trades councils which support the WWC
rather than the TUC wonens charter, '

SN said we should organise an open women's fraction neeting for the purpose of
planning a prograrme of research. We should also consider the possibility of an
oceasional publication for the women's noverent, ‘

JS said WF was too passive on the WWC 5 we should get organising

JBx said a special publication for women was out of the question. Also stressed the
importance of working round the WWC in the IP and LPYS.

AR agreed that a special publication for wonen was out of the questions Better to
produce serious occasional pamphletss On the TUC Charter, referred cds, to the SC
discussion,

Votings

Proposal (SM): That an open wo n's fraction meeting be organised for the
purpose of planning a programme of researchs agreed unaninously,

Proposal (DS): That we nobilise for the upconing national WW( conferences
Arreed unaninously.,

IS also raised a procedural notion:

That comrades should speak to previcusly-subnitted resolutions, Arreeds

TROOPS QUT MOVEMENT.
S introduced the Irish fraction nminutes of 9-6~75 and there was a discussion,

Asreed unaninously to endorse the Irish fraction ninutes of 9-6-75,
L L




Amendments to British Political Perspectives

I. Delcoto in point 9 all of last sentence....'" Ye should also argue.....
Pablic Sector Alliance."”

Substitute = " While recognising the danger in forwarding schematic
and abstract demands for the formation of a Public Sector Alliance, we
should point out that these cuts affect all workers, particularly those
in the public sector. We should also be alert and seize upon those real
possibilities that will come our way to build alliances bebween different
sections of public sector workers in their fight against the effects of the
cute. Our main thrust against the cuts should be to call for the restoration
of cuts, a sliding scale of public expenditure, and resistance to the effects
of any cuts on workers living conditions and levels of employment."

2, = Add at the end of section I14.

"Over the last year the group has necessarily emphasised the organ-
isation of LP work. In doing so, industrial work and the industrial organ-
isation and intervention of the group has suffered relative to LP work,
and despite having a greater priority has not recidved anywhere near a
greater amount of attention. We must therefore proceed with the re-
organisatisn of the industrial fractions and strengthen the role of the
Industrial Organiser and the Industrial Sub-—committee. We should organise
more  schools to help our cdes in industry to function better both as TU
militants and .as WF members, and ensure that the re-organised fractions
meet on a regular basis,"



DRAFT POLITICAL PERSFPECTIVES
I. The background tothe political scene of the coming year is

obviously that of the present ecomomic crisis facing British

capitalism. It will be this crisis and its development which
determines the actions of the ruling class and the thus the sert
of policies we are 1ikayx to see being put forward by the Labour
Government. In that sense,these perspectives are inextricably
inter-linked with the Economic Perspectives.

Steep levels of inflation have affected nearly all the
major capitalist countries in the past year,and Britain in particular
has experienced a very high level of inflation. This,unlike in many
other countries,shows little signs of decreasing,and is continuing
to put British capitalists at a great disadvantage vis a vis the
capitalists of other countries. Their solution to this,as always,is
attempt to shift the burden onto the back of the working class by
attacking their standard of living and by reducing their real wage
levels,

2. The last Tory government's attempt to do just this by a statutory
Incomes Policy floundered eventually on the rocks of the militancy
and intransigency of the miners. Not only had the Tories earned the
hostility of the vast mass of rank and file workers,but also thier
'tough' approach to the unions had alienated the union bureaucrats,
the principal group who could have dembilised any activity against the
Tories.

3. Learning from these mistakes,and indeed being carried to power

precisely on a repudiation Of these Tory union bashing politics,

the Labour government have attempted to sugar the pill of wage retraint

with the Social Contact. Thus,in return for what the government saw as
being 'restrained' wage increases pursued voluntarily,thc working class

- was mnde vague promises of more 'social justice'. Central to this

policy was close collaboration between the governemnt and the union

bureaucrats.

4. Although the Social Contract can claim some success in restraining
the 1evel of wage increascs,it has meonifestly failed to be sufificiently
tough. Workers have seen the government rat on their promises of
more social justice =2nd hove felt the incressing pressure of inflation
on their standard of living. This has forced workers into direct
conflict with the policies of the Labour governcmmnt - the most recent
ngd most ;mportant example being that of the railwnymen in calling the
first national strike since I1926.

D¢ For the Labour governement it would be very difficult to introduce
a statutory incomes policy after the fate of the Tories. Also it
would alienate their working class base and produce considerable
tensions between themselves and thier principal allies,the union
bureaucrats, For these reasons such a policy would scem unlikely,
even though it cannot be rulcd out.

6. The most likey option,and the one that is being aired increasingly
at the moment,is to persevere with the Socirl Contract,perhaps
in a slightly revamped form,and at the same time let the effects of
unrestrained unemployment dampen the combativity of the class.
Coupled with this there is likely to be further drastic cuts in
soclal expenditure. g

7. Unemployment is already around the million mark and will rise sharply
during the summer as peobdle leave colleges and schools, So far the
reaction to unemployment has been muted and has often taken
nationalalistic forms (& particuler éxample being thot of the textile
industry). We must launch a WF national campaign around the
question of unemployment, paying particular attention to the LPYS -
around the theme of Work or Full Pay We need to begin now an




8.

9.
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a thorough educational scheme on how to break down our
general slogans on uncuployment into to concrete steps for
particuler industries ( eg. no covering etc). We should also
attempt to get the LPYS and other bodies to begin to organise amongst
the unemployed,and to establish where possible Unemployed Workers
Committecs attached to Trades Councils,

Increasing redundancies will pose the question of nationalisation

and Bennism. Often,rather than engage in a real fight overthe
question od redundancies,workers may simply appeal to the governmmnt
for help. We relate to this by calling for nationalisatiom

without comvpensation under workers control. Ve reject schemes for
TWoTkeT Particpation,whilSt accepting that we may in some circumstances
advocate tactical partcipation in such schemes.

Public scrvice cuts are alrecady well under way and will bewgonec
Lore ceverc. Crossiand's recent spccch announcing that the 'party!
in public spending is over has not been contradicted by anyone in
the Labaour governemant,and we should see in the autumn further
cuts in education,health service,aid to councils etc. Alrecady
the Child Poverty Action Group have announced that the proposed
increases in social security and family nllowances that will take
place in the autumn are so small as to amount to 2 cut in bm=xfi
benifit similar to that which tock place in the thirties.
We should argue for the recstoration of the cuts that have been
made so far,and also for a_sliding scnie of public expenditure,
We should also raise the notion of 2 joint fight on these cuts
by arguing for the need in the present situation of a Public Sector
Alliance.

411 these measures which lock like being carried out by the
Labour governeunt will obviously cause dissatisfoction amongst
LP rank and file and amongst Labour supporteres outside of the
party. Set against this,however,is the expectation of a large
YES majority in the FEC refercndum. This will undoubtably
strengthen the hand of the LP right-wing and ‘moderates'yand
may result in the removal of Benn to a less influentiak post in
the Cabinet, The victory,or what will be seen as one,for the pro-
Marketeers will certainly produce confusion and demoralisation
amongst the Labour left and also amonst the anti-EEC sections
of the working class.

II. As far as the Tories are concerncd,the election of Thatcher and the

removal of Heathmen from positioms of power marks a ERIXZIWR shift
to the right in the Tory party. However,the Tories seem to be

in considerable disarray,particulalry over economic policy.

The swing to the Tories in the last local elections appears to

be a product more of the dissatisfaction and conscquent abstention
of Labour supporters than an actual swing to the Tories. Since then
the moderate wing of the party secems to have re-asserted itself

a little,and people such as Carr are now resurecting the old

Heath slogan of a Government of National Unity (GNU).

I2. A GNU is not likely though given the hostility of the majority
of the LP to such a conseption. However, the pro-EiC czmpalgn
has appeared to strengthen the links beiween 'moderates! of
both parties. What therefore seems possible is that,although we
may see people crossing the floor of the House or trying to sct
up a Tavernite party of the centrejthe policics adopted by the
Labour governement as outlined eartier will recieve some sort cof
backing from the Tories. Thus there may be developed as an answcr
to the econcmic crisis the same sort of bi-partisan approach that
has occured over the Irish crisis. Of course,the common ground wont
be so grest as it was over Ireland,but there will be substantial
agrecment over the use of market mechanisms and cuts in public

arnosnding .



13+ As the Labour govermnent moves to the right and perhaps achicves

sone neasure of agrecment with the Tories, disillusionient o

in Leabour is likely to becoue noroe wide-spread with workers sceking to
redress their grievances throush dircct =ction. In the coming auvtumn-
winter period increesing stru. les will occur over the guesticn of
redundancies and short-time workines. These will probably take onthe
Gost militant forms in previ. usly prospercus and well-organised
industries,particulary the cor industry. As ever,thereforc,we nced to
keep cur major crientation to )

werds the direct industrial strugile of
the working: cless,and atthe sane time to strengthen our members on
the shop-floor both numerically ( we need to re-~ffirm the policy of
colonisation) ~nd politically ( hence the need for sducatisnals on
unemplcoynent and the fught a_oninst it).

Iha Finally,it would scenm the® the anti-zig crupaipn,whatever,the result of
the rcferendun, will strengthen the chauvinism of the British working class
and probably give a boost to brth tho Scottish and Welsh nati-nnlist
movements. Scotland has also seen = tremendous wave of strus les in
the past yeorgcentred on Glasgow. The SNP has als~ been civen
strengthened by the discovery of Scottish oil - o factor which sceoms to
have aficcted the whole »f the Scottish politicel spectrun.
Apparcntly, 211 the Scottish political partics,with the exzceptinn of the
Tories,are growing quite rapidly,with the SNP winnin; in the race for
the hirhest pr-th rate. There is the strons possibility thot theSNP may
become within the next year the stroncest political party in Scotland,
The upsurge in Scottish industrial nilitoncy combined witih an
increasini: natisnalistic nilitancy is somethin: to which we should ray
more attention ( and lock towards the cetoblishment of a Glassow branch),.
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raft perspectives only point out tho

main themes which I sce appearing over the rest of the year. Cbvviously
other® factors,particulalry the Irish situation,msy intervene to
dremeatically alter these perspectives. Similarly a NO vote in the

EEC referendum will completely upset much of what I have written about the
credibity ete of the Labour soverncment. On this latter point at

least,we should be alble to nmake 2 correction at the comins NC.

Neel Smith 6/6/75





