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NOTES from Conference Arrangements Cormittee

1+ Amendments & additional resolutions received before 16th August are included in the
above agendas They are marked with a * to indicate they are included in this bulletin,
and a nuaber to help identify thene

2e The’Oonfcrenco Arroncenents Committee wishes to propose that members should have 15
votes (not 12) for NG clections, this year and in future. The reason is simple cnoughs
there are 15 places on the NG, not 12,

3s Two words arec missed out in the Standing Orders in IB32. The proposed allocation
for speeches from the floor, for suming-ups, and for anmondments other than to NC
reports, is five minutes.

4+ Despite two circulars requesting peyment in advance of the conference charges,
and despite the fact the group has to pay the hire charges and the cost of food in
advance, sone conrades have not yet sent in their £2s. The Conference Arrange: =nts

Committee proposes to conference that comrales paying at the door be sur-charged 50pe

5« Sorie of the allocations of comrades to chair sessions or take minutes have been
changed round as a result of the changes in the agenda. Could comrades please take
this circular as an anended request? Also, could all comrades chairing sessions sece
the CAC before the beginning of their session?

6+ The tines allotbted for breaks are rather longer than they need be, since food will be
available 'on site's We hope this will sive us some 'leeway' so that if a particular
session runs a bit over time, that can be made up by shortening a break rather than by
disrupting the rest of the agenda.
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AMENDMENTS & RESOLUTIONS RECITVED BY 7L AUGUST
Ol ZCONOMIC & POLITICAL PERSPECTIVES

1o In section 7 delete all from "We must launch a WP national campaigna..." and replace by:

"e must make the fight against unemployment the central camvaign of the groun
in the coming period, taking up the ideas ocutlined in section 8 of this docunents In order
to do this properly we need to organise special educationals on unemployment and the fight
against it, drawing particulerly on past experiences such as the National Unemployed
Workers Movenents A special pamphlet on the subject should be commissioned for immediate
production, : : ' ‘

"In the localities we should focus our work round the LP and LPYS, particularly
given the LPYS campaisn on unenploynent. We should support the campaisn, but try to take
it further by getting ¥Ss to organise among the unenployed and by establishing Unemployed
Workers' Cormittees. These should be open to both unemployed and employed workers, and we
should fight for their affiliation to local Trades Councilse Although we ourselves are not
large cnoush to set up such committeecs off our own bat, we should be able to got them set
up with the support of a local YS/LP or trade union."

NEAL SUTTH



"2, In resolution on Healey Plan, renumber section 2 as 2(i) and add:
2(ii) Although the number of Labour Ps voting asainst the Healey Plan was higher than
we expected, this was largely token and certainly showed up the weakness of the Tribune
group of MPse With fow exceptions these MPs will not take the fight to constitvency level,
and we should sec it as our task to force then into doing so. The fipht against the Right
in the Labour Party is far more likely to come from below rather than aboves
4dd at the end of section 4:
Tn such & situation we should make it clear that we support the defence of workers' livinz
standards even if this means bringing down the Labour Govermient.

SOUTHERN REGION (to be proposed by Pete Firmin)

3, Delete the sentence in section 9 which besins: "We should argue for the restoration of
the cuts..s", and all other references to tie sliding scale of public expenditures In ‘
place of the deleted sentence, insert:
"fe ficht against all cuts in social services, local council spending, health and education,
and for the restoration of all cuts that have been made. We support the protection of the
funds of these services fron inflation, and recognise that, in a period of high unenploynent,
the level of social expenditure (in real terms) needs to rise, However, our main stress
should be on what is provided (sliding scale of State benefits, maintenance of unemployed
at TU rates, no redundancies in public services (except the repressive bodies of the state
- police, army, etc,)), not on how to pay for it. We reject the demand of a sliding scale
of public expenditure, which is firstly too defensive, and secondly logically includes
a sliding scale of expenditure on the repressive organg of the state (army, police etce)!
SOUTHZRN REGION (to be proposed by Simon Temple) :

4. Add to the end of amendnent 3¢ "On arms spending, our policy is for ending the
standing army and replacing it by a nilitia system, based on universal military training
in the home tCwn and under the control of working-class organisations.We reject the
refornist policy of Tribune and the Stalinists (for the maintenance of the bourgeois
standing army, but on a nore frugal level)s While adhering to the old principle of "Not a
nman, not a penny for this systen", we also reject the utopian policy advocated by the
MG (demanding the capitalist govermment abolish all 'defence! spending)."

MARTIN THOIA

5« In section 7, insert after first sentence:
"We recognise unenploynent as the major question facing the working class at present,
Failure to actively combat it will mean demoralisation and defeat on other issues. The
fight against unemployment is the factor determining the success of the fight apgainst the
Healey Plan",
Add at the end of section T
"Such conmittees should not be just sub-comiittecs of the Trades Councils, but real
organisations of the unemployede We should support Claimants Unions and work to turn then
into mass orgenisations of the unemployed cnd for their affiliation to local Trades Councils®
In section 8, add
"(f) In industries or companies declarin: redundancies we fight for the ending of all
overtine working in other sectionse"
In section 8(c), add at the end: "~ no hidden redundancies, fill all vacant placess
No Ynaturalt wastase".s
In section S(e), delete the clause "in all their fimancial and state connectiong'.

CHRIS WHYTEHEAD

6« In section 13, last parasraph, delete all after first sentence and insert:

"We recognise the danger of substituting ourselves for such 2 rank and file movenent in
the Labour Partys. A key issue is the fight for democracy in the labour movenent, against
all bans and bureaucratic limitation of discussione We should not work to build such

a novenent ourselves, but rather to build our fraction'.

CHRIS WHYTEHEAD

6As Add at end of section 14.
"The NC should use the powers it has and implement the policy adopted on colonisetion at
the last Agprecate, to concentrate members in selected areas of industry to work
consciously to build up a WF fraction either nationally or locally. Without this dep,
noves to strengthen the Industrial sub-cormittee and industrial fractions will fail as
they have in the pasth,

CHRIS W.IYTZHEAD




Q. INDUSTRIAL WORK
Te We dnstruct the IC to produce a pamphlet on the fisht asainst unenploynent and

Y
organise an educational discussion in WI on this issue TRTE WLV
e ks als + SHte CFRIS WiYTBEHEAD

Y CRGANTSATION

8. Subs shall be paid as 3% of all income; i.ce 3p in the £, The nininun sub shall be

20 per wecka

i) Married couples and couples living together will be assessed as 3% of half the household
incone for each individual whether or not both are nembers of WF.

ii) Housewives who unavoidably have only an allocated amount of housekeeping per week

~

(isce when the husband is not in WF) shall pay the nininum sub.

iii) Children will have an allowance of 5% for each non~earning child.

iv) Students will pay %o of their cheque money at the beginning of term and 3% of any
noney comning in after that.

v) Cdss on strilke, short~tine working etce shall ask for disvensation from the Steering
Committee e p
* IVAN WELS

Je Conference recognises that we have not at present the resources to produce 'Pernanent
Revolution' nonthly, without disastrous effects on our other work. We resolve to produce
the magazine quarterly, and to give the necessary priority to ensure that it )

appears with strict regularity.

STHON TINPLE

Ol IRELANT

10+ During the Ulster Workers Council strike, WF put out the call for the irmediate
setting-up of a national network of:srouns to provide relief to the Cathoiic comwnity of
the Norths We initiated a large public meeting on solidarity in London, and beran to set
up relief groups ourselves in a few localities where it was possibles In the eveat, the
quicie success of the UYC strike cut away the possibilities of any real developnent of such
conmnittees at that tine. Nevertheless, the attenpt was perfoctly correct siven the
situations

Since then we have recognised that the situation in the North is one which is noving
in the direction of a full-scale civil wor {there are other possibilities, but we should
be prepared for the worst rather than indulsing in bland optinisn and passivity on the
issue), and that thercfore relief comaiticos will have an important role in the futures
However, at the present time few people are zoing to be atiracted to relief work, and the
chances of there arising neaningful relief groups, rather then proups of the 'left!, are
liniteds Nevertheless, we should not refuse to participate in any relief aroups that arise
and which do involve a nunmber of people otler than ourselvese

Our policy, then, should be as followss
a) We nake general propagande for relief groups within the context of our analysis of the
rapidly deteriorating situction in the North,
b) We recogmise that few veaningful relief sroups will arise at the moment and thus still
concentrate our efforts in TOM,
¢) In the event of a civil war, TOH will certainly gplit into pro-~ and anti-Republican
factions, and we should sce cur work in TOM as being directed at hardening out a group
around our positionse Given this, the continuation of the Soliderity Bulletin is vitale

KR e

d) Where meaningful relief groups arise we participate in them, atteapting to link these

Y

to the local TCH sroup.

NEAL 81T
ON THE COHSTITUTION

11+ In secvion E(iv)s at the end of the sentence add: "of the Nov,

In section 11, add a new sub-section (iv) and re-nuiber accordinsly:

"7 ronemn ; sive a ) e " e
Dvery nember shall receive a copy of the IB CHRIS “IYToimT

12. In section 5(ii), for "2 votes", read "5 votes"s CONFERENCE ARRALGE THTS COMIITTES

Note: There is also a typing error in the text of the Constitution re-draft in IB32.
Section 6(iv) has been omitted, and should read:

"The appointment, pay, terns of reference, and disnmissal of full-timers shall be
decided by the SC, subject to ratification by or (if foctiomal victimisation is alleced)
appeal to the NC,"



ERRATA ON "[UE ECONOIIC CRISIS"

Jhe following are the errata to nmy article on''fhe Economic Crisis™ in IB 25.
These are due almest solely to my aqdlclpnerable handwriting,not to any shortcomi::
on the part of the comrade who typed my scrawl !

|3

{2} There are two p.lts.Accordingly.renumber the second 5,'"5" & etc. The errata now

refer to the renumbered pages.

s
*

(b p3T1,y3rd para.,an. line."spent™ should read'post!
c;y¢2 last para.,4th line - "many" should read“nonez
d)p.3,beneath the table - should read'1965- 1967" .,
next para.,2nd line.thecuts’ should read'tax cuts.
() .5,3rd para.,5th line.should read 1965-1970%
last para. betwee. "fluctuations™ and "Aecount' should be inserted the phrs
‘e, allowing for the effects of strikes on profitability!
footnote line 5. ''of businessmen' should read "to...."
(£f)p.6,1line 5. "Figures 1,2,3,'"included on a separate sheet.
line 9. 3rd word ”output‘,Sth word~"nbrce”,not”have"
last para.beginning 5th line insert ”E~¢parv” "eould" should read
"( underdeveloped countries)'l,
(g) 2nd line of writing."Table 5" should read "Table 1V ? (p7)e
last para.,lst line,insert "fastest™ between''the' and Mrate''.
(h)p8,Table 5¢3%rd column should read '"195L-19688,
1st. line.'"972" should read ”197‘”
line 4.'"™973 "should read "197LT
(1)p9,45h line.insert 'from'" at the end.
2nd para.,line 3,between'Thus" and "are' insert "they'.
last para.,line 2. "economists" should read "economies!
The table at the boitom of the page is Table 7.
(j)p10,penultimate para.®14 million' should read '} million'".
(k)pl12,penultimate para.,2nd.line,at end insert "vehlclqu .
3rd line,after "Romeo' insert ",20,0Q0.2
5th line. "limited' should read "ligked".

P W

o
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O THE OdRI‘n IITERNATIONAL

.

13« The cormnist international will only be built by a process of splits and fusions on
the international levelas We therefore reaffirn our comnitnent to seeh dialogue with other
tendencies as the frarework for our contri *utlnn to the »nolitical and idedlogical
clarification nece surj for the buildi L‘urlot 11t&znut1una¢¢ :
QrbL““?d BGION (to be prop. LJ’P.fl*uln)
« (1) In section 4y delete "If the USFI ig the Fourth Intorlatlonal*.. beside the point®;
““1Qcc with "The USKFI is dnmensely strons now compared with Trotsky's Fourth
International — but that is beside the point".
(ii) In scction &, &th para, after "o Fourth Intornational exists", add "in the tradition
of Trots )—V.i
(1ii) In section 44 10th para, for "that the Fourth International exists", read "that a
Trotskyist international exists'.
iy) In scetion &, 2nd para, lines 2/3: delete "That no Fourth International exists",
v) In conclusion, after "there is no Fourth International", add "in the tradition of
m 1. 1
Trotsk NEAL SUITH

n view of the inportance of the FI question, and the srossly inadequate tine for
dlb uss un, conference feels unable to take a decision on the question. We instruct the NC
so thoroush education and discussion in the croup and in 'Perannent Revelution',
”Hw q sti:a should be decided at a special NC in four months, unless scrious differences
=r~c, in which case a special agpresnte shall decides STHON THEPLE




HESES O THE FOURTH IUTERVATIONAL - DCC, 1972/ Jan., 1973,

preteamp it PSR e e R I I R I PR I R M I I I A T i e B o g bt paued oo drarg el

This docuncnt yepresents the cnd »nroduct of the WI' TC discussions
2 the Fourth Intermational in December 1972 and January 1973,
It bhas nevery previously been tu‘\d up with all the ﬁmcnd&eﬂus

incornorated,

I: THTERIETIONLLISH,

T Tretskyism without intornetionaliam, Also not without
revaolutionary party, in the meaningful sense, Otherwise only a
P oY anme, whlch chaﬂas an international party. The problem is

to crecate an Internatiomal,

POURTH I1TWRUATIONAL & THE COIMUNIST INTERNATIOFAL

PTe poculiar ovgins within CI, Early CI= highest vcak of
Marriem as Yacicnce »f vevolutionary practicce™ cver icached, before
2t gince, Maseive u\vclﬂﬁ»cwt and accunulation of advancced idcas and
analyscs and of a world wide rovolutinna Uy army, with bthe Sovict
Union as its territorial bastion, Risc of burcaucracy, scizure of
control, led t» dromatic reversal for forces of vevolution, Ideas
valid, alive, adcquate to relating t2 world and revolubtionary
task T*Vﬂlut*ﬁﬂuzy army under contrel of burcauvcracy and
bQIOwUCVQCM g agents and incrcasgsing bowdlerisation 721 communist ideas

and progYamnme,

e

Trotekyism axrnge fivst aﬂ@Af“TGW?qt as a defence 2T the pro-—
grammnc, Itg forces were mininmal, Tts ideologicol commtbribution =
cxiticism of Bocialism in One Cﬂaﬂtxf - Anglo-Russian Comittee -
China = Third Perind., ALlL defenoive of fundamentals of nyogromme of
CI, despite tlﬁj revolutionaxry F,ﬂ?YltY being counterposcd 9 the
revolutionary army, Yevolutionary in intentions, assembled under the
banney 2f the October Revolution, The major idceological develomment
2T Tratskyiem and the FIL movement = the analyeis of Stalinisn,

Throughout the '30s, tragic dichotomy botween the programme and
the theorctical conguests »f Dolshevism, held t2 by infinitcsimal
forccs, and the massc® armic: 27 the revrlutinn, now the dupcs »of
btalinism., Trotskylsm was muxi 2d by having 1ﬂ‘CTli“d its fuwndamental
programne and ideas ready o ", valid and @pplicablc 9 the world
it 2pecrated in, its functiv% the 1220s and 308 t2 defend and
apply thesc 1dum§, That was both its ghrength and the roote of the

o

crisig of tho 19402 and hoyond,

> B g
3

IIT: THE VANISHED LEGIOIS OF BOLSHEVI

Dcut scher fa dmage 2F Tryotsky oo the sole survivor 27 Atlantis -
the van %ca leq1“ﬂs Of QESHQV“ﬁQ? annibilated by Sinlinism in the
late '303 ~ will dn 21 the wholc Trotekyist movement., The :?wu coenY
»f a TLV“lUtl“P“Y” programme and a MIJ31~ 2 the world7 ﬂ
revolutiomary perepectives »f a titanic scone, it was ito lf 2T ganisa.
ationally puny.

But ite concoption ﬁf a revolutionary persnoctive was never a

Menahovik—~platonic ane »f cculationg it wae o Bolshevik conceptiam
2»f a guide to deeds, actlon oy YC"?lutl?ﬂaYy forces, It gspent the
'20s and '30s watching hYelplessly the mess struggles, and the
successive defcats 2f the revolutionaxry working Clqcuy sececing what
happening with all the clarity »f the cvﬂtlﬂu@ﬁrs of Lenint's CI, ye+*
ignlated and ercrless t> affcet developmoente

The conflict between vevolutionary pcxspcctivcs and feebhle frreos



~y
e

between the *2bjcetive @Iocesses‘.awﬁ the subjective activity of
hath the TY“tS?}ij foreces and the revalutisnary working clar

dogzed Tyotskyism coneis chnlv ~ rending 1t repcatedly: zencrating
one~gided idenlagical dcvulqomuot away Ffrom its gencra 2 specules
ative vulegar cvolutisnism and Sp?ﬁiﬁﬂ&l?ﬁ “WCO“*i?WS 2 the onc side,
acceptance of 2ther social forces than the proleboriat as the cntro-

prencurs 2f the revolutionw 2n the other.

LHlyeady ot Lﬂu cnd 2T the 1920s the contrast betweoen its size
and the scope »f its anbitions and aspiratisng, between what it
vanted and believed ncceded dring and what it 1tgbl* wasddletr day,
tent the then Russian=based Tr“t“VV1st movement ints thyee scoments:
Those who saw omly what the industrialisation turr in Ruegia was
dring, and ignated Yow it was done and DYy whom it was donc =
PIC“%1&¢hCﬂ“ky, Piatakov, and the administratorss Thoce who olaccd
themscelves cntively on thﬁ*oLAlmuVﬁ@1Cull”t grounds 2f the effcct n
the wetrking class, that is concex ning themselves c¥clusively with
Wow and 1y whom thc new industrialisation turn was carricd out, and
mba% the effect »m the lives and rights »T the Russian neaplc w(s -
gleeting and dismissing v‘at ves done, and its relationahin to the
Tf“tﬁkji t programme - the State Capitalistes: And thoec, like
Trotsky, who rcsisted the deconnagitions, tho mnutually repcllent
cne=sidedness, ignaring neither 'what® novy 'whom?, The pattern was
o recurring Oﬂe,

IV: TROTSKYISIT AS AD IDHOLOGICATL CURREH

Tratskyism never represented anything substantial (Ccyl@w,
Vietnam, and Bolivia oxcluded) cxcent as the custadian and defendey
2f the 1cees 2f the caxly CI, which it dcvclﬁ“cdg especiclly
regarding Stalinism, a new phwnﬂnun“* and, ﬂftlj, Fagciesr, It was

always an idealogical current par b"‘(LlprC° and cuw cnly be judecd
as °vfh, n2t by such standards as the FI its ulf apnlicd t2 the CI,
That is not a ﬂC?ll&l%lC things with-ut the hernic IC‘V"QKG ac tinm
2T Trotskyism the cffeccts »f Stalinism wonld wave boen truly and

t2 twlly aneibilating f21 communism. But we ave conceined hore with o
'erld® asscssncnt of tho reality »f the FI, im 2ll its aspcctbe.

Q

<

Ve WHY WF DISCUSSES Ti% FCURDH INTERIATIONAL
The assesament 2L the FI must be an asscssnent »f an i0cslagical

currcent, primarily. Mo can guch on assc ssmcmt be »bscurcd by

the undoubted fact that it is an Iﬂtcrﬂ vEionel dideolagical current.,

Vic mocd an Intermatiosnals but tawt cannat Tead to indifforence to
the political contont »f such en Intcrnational, cs snccially an

i&c@lqgical, propasandist Intcrmntional, any ﬂ“fc than tho cxis tence

2T a fParty’ and the consciocusnoss »f the need for one, can lead bo
indiffercnce 2 its programme, practice, rccord,

The TI nmust be the starting print: the h“hh p2int 2f nost-Lenin
communismg undoubtedly the cust~dian »f the idcas »F communismsg
uﬂuvuwthlj the regroupmment 2f the rovelutisnary vanguard, Wnat
happenced t2 it is crucial fatr an understanding »f communismg the
process of understanding is wn incecapable patt »f starting azain,
cven if we conclude it t2 have been a Ffailure,

VIs TROTSKYISH TO 1938

Pre~1938 history briefly outlineds a) Russion arigin and
conlfincments b) 1930 = first intcrnati-nal comferences c) 1930.-33

opp2sition in CI; @) 1933 = call far FIy ¢) 1033-36 conccive of
movement towards FI as o pryoccss cﬂﬂﬂﬂ' in & big rcgrouncd ‘L‘

) Troteky in 1936 calls »m Internatisnal canforence to f"cL

s
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iteclf, mecagre propaganda foYces, the FI, Conferenco disagroecs,
) 1938 me-day conference declarcs I, Perspective of mass upsur e
in/after war, »f Stalinist instability.

VII: THE TOUFDING OF THE TFOURTH IVTERNATIOIAL

1938 ideas adcquate to ¢xocrience, thercfore a general guide
t> actiom, lacking in forces, Only substantial forces were in USA
and Belgium, Trotsky's writines admit that FI's theoorotical hagis
n2 more than re-asscrtion and need t2 develap certain analyscs -
C., vc imperialism. 'Transiti~nal Progromme® fundamentally derived
from theorctical advances »f corly CI. (Therefare Fotishisotian oFf
the Transitional Programme is simply stupid).

VITI: VAR

Organisatisnal disruption: Burspean atmisationg Intecrnational
sccretariat in USA, Ideolngical collanse befare social patriotism in
Prance, Perspectives for Russia underestimate the stabilising cffect
2f Tlazi trecatment »f nccupied arcas, Pecrspcctives 21 vevelutisnary
upsurge in Burope totally vindicated,

But the contradiction between objective possibilitics, including
the subjecctive drive »f the working class masscs and the cxpectation
2f revolution, and the labour burcaucracics, esnccinlly Stalinist,
remained unreselved, Isnlated, persccuted, assasginated, inpotent -
Trotekyists saw CPs rcenmenlidate capitalisms and the 'Red' Army
smuff ~ut the revolutionary upsursc in Fastcrn Durope post-war,

The 'perspcctives! werce fundamentally right, sccn as lMarxist
pexrspectives = the farces to vealise then were inaccauate, vere
defeated., E, Durope was staliniscd; capitalism woas congolidatcd and
stabilisedy in Yueoslavia and China, thon in Viectrnan, Stalinist
frimations, cut 2ff from the proletariat, sverthrew capitalism,

IX: THE CRISIS OF TROTSKVYISH

The crisis of Tvotskyism horan essentially in 1943/44 - asg a
result of its irnability to realisc its revalutionary perspectives
end the subscqucnt evelutiosn on the bLasis »f a) proletarian dcfeat
in Fastcrn and Western Burspes b) the independent revolutionaxy
processes, giving rise t2 sceial/political mutations, cventunlly
callcd deformed workers' states by the FI,

Xs THE THIRD WORLD CONGLRESS

Lt the 1951 Wiovld Congress, Trotskyism rceonstituted itsclf an
o, k4 )

the basis »f analysis »f massive changes in the world, analysis nade

by its own tiny and incxvericnced forces, ninus Trotsky.

Its problem was t2 rceoncile the revolutinnary perspectives with
the continuing burcavcratic comtrols its concept 2f Stalinisn with
its expansiong its programme »f socialisn with the burcaucrotic forns
2T the cxisting states in which capitalism had been ~verthrown, Its
fundemental task, as a primarily ideological current, was tn intepr—-
atc the nmew cxpericnces with its preovious theory - fully, s~ as t»
reecreate a therry that would be as surc a suide o actism ag that »F
Balghevienm up t7 world war II, whor the wernkness »~f the farcos holding
those poeitions allowed urcxpceted develspments., In additisn, the
struggle »f the FI t7 actunlly build revolutionary partics, and to
clab2rate tactics apprapriate t7 the groal in the given situation
crcated parallel problems, which intcrmingled with and cut fcross,
and in fact bedevilled the process »f idenlogical sclf-reconstructio-

Twoe I must be judged by its succcess in achicving this funda-
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mental task, 2f ideological clarificatian, which is an csscntial
preconditisn £2Y building yovolutionary partics,
T ,,;_u}':p

XIs TWO TREUDS

Leaving aside the variocus 'new class! gzyoups (state capitalists,
burcauvcratic collecetivists, cte.) twor fundamental tendencics cnerscd
within Trotekyism, cxpressing in theiyr 2wn way the problen »f iderle
cpical rearmament of Trotekyisms the nmow USPI and the Internatisnal
Cormmittee (SLL/OCI), In additinm a numboy »f idenlagical/~ysanisat-
isnal satcllites »f both tondencics existed,

One (IC) 1epyesented the rotreat from the real probloms »f
Trtskylsm as applicd to developments in the real woxld, int»
Gromatisn, bascd 2n the previosus strength »f the movement., The 2thor
(USTT) rcpresented the attempt t» come to terms with the real world,
but has heen characterisced, in contrast to the drgmatists, hy an
rver-receptive, aver—-impressisneile, 2ver-accommnadating rclationehip
t2> variocus political curxrents,

The dogmatists undercut the scicntific basis »Ff Marxism, by

choking it 2ff from the revivifying expericnce »f all events nftor
19383 the USFI in the 20-yocar history since 1953 hasg consistently
repeated the fundamental ideas <f communisn, and the clenmentary
asplratisns of Tyotskism, but o an 2ften compartnentalised idenle
2gical baggage, n2t always related, o2r rclated clecarly cnaugh, t2
the practical ~ricntation, crvectatisvs, commentarics om cvents.

LU S

The dopnmatiste run away from the nY2blemy the USFI reccentives
ness t2 the problems 2f the movement has led, siven their theorote
ical inadcguacy, t2 a destructuring, decomposing »f its prlitics
int2 a nunber of not at all clearly velated clerments, and thus to
a history »f volitical chancleonian (?vor«aﬂaptati?ms, palitical
instability: o~ften its ‘enalyscs® have boen coanfined o agencral
pansramic descriptions and its scicntific fprognoses? t2 hopes of
cvents ~utside thelr control, simply duplicating others that Yave
happened (cf, Llgerin/ Cuba).

Tho separation d@gmatism/ada@tntienism, though o convenient
shotrthand, is partly artificial, The drenotists (SLL, OCT cthe,)
have nat becn frce from adoptotionisn, 21 the teedency to licuidate
Trrtskylsn ~rganisationally and politicnlly.

iy have the 'chamcleans! been undrgnatic. Whercas the SLL and
the OCT hide from the real world behind dogmas, the USTI was »ften
ly succeeded in viewing the world in a very distorted woy through
ideas uscd as rather cumbersone dignas - though at least the sutling
2T rYeality comes inte the piciurc,

XIT: THE PROBLENMS OF THE USII

The dichaotomy between the comcept »f world revolution and the
fact 2T the geonuine rYevolutisnory forcecs heing tiny has geonerated o
whale current 2f vulsar cvelutisnist speculatisn, This hag led b7
tesults ranging fron passive (necessnrily) cxpeetationg of the
revolution Yappening ‘inexorably' (Llgeria, Victnam now), tendencics
t?W&T?S cvalutionary-type deep cntry (the imasc »f getting the right
train),

The attenpt t2 assinilate the expericnce »f China, Yugaslavia,
Cuba cte., ints their therry as a guide 32 2ctisn has led t-r ar
extrene credulousncss in the face 2f ~2pprsiticn/revolutisnary currents
2f variosus sorts. This is not o subjcctive fault ncecssarily (bebter
this than the arrogant Turope—centred dognatists), It recsulits fron

attenpting t2 re—accomplish the tasks 2f bringing toscther all the
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threads of the complicated »Yrcesses in the world inty a2 unified
concention, as did the early Comintern, but without that srsanigate
ion's vast ranze of contact with the details of world realit,, ox
its resources, theoretical,proctical, intellectual.,

The USFI vas tevnded %o diseolve all conorete cuestiong of
communist practice into a grand nicture of 'the Revaolutiont, as
a shadowy but powerful nistorical actor, marching relentlessly
across the world, a latter—day *widden hanaf, Analysis »f the
colonial revsalutiom hwas tended to collapse intn Yeuphoric!? cryatal
ball gazing, Permanent revolutis® hasg been sSeen as a general
scenario, a scli-propelling 'process?, rather than what it Yeally
is, a fusion of different movementg relating to different (bourg-
enis—democratic, socialist) tasks, a fusion realised by revolution-
ary practice,

The USFI has made correct, though ivcomplete, explanationg of
the Chinese and Cuban revolutions in terms of the nverall 2bhjective
'Third World' rvelationshin to imperialism; »f the class structure of
those countries; and of the survival of the poet~capitalist state in
Russia. It has repeatedly ignored the incomnleteness of the revolut—
iom in these countries, It has glorified PuteaucYatic formations such
ag those of lMas and Titn., At times it was explicitly denied the need
for a supplementary political revolution in these states, which have
never known workets® democracy and suffer all the contradictions of
Stalinist misrule, The programnmatic document of the 1963 reunificatiom
even talks of the Yugoslav, Chivese, and Guban revalubiosng confirming
the thenry »f Permanent Revolution Yto the hileh! Tf g9, while no
workers' demncracy exists (not even in Cuba) and »o divect workera'
Tule - then the theory of Permanent Revolutiom has been foreshortonagd
by a head. S9, indced; has the theory of Proletar an Revolution,

- P QR

In various wove, and for various periods, massive credi’,
amounting almost t9 a self~cavccelling—out by the FI, has been

cxtended t2 ruling Stalinist bureaucracies such as Tita's and Man g,
For whole perinds the forces »f the USFI have mimiced and even
attempted to disguide themselves as left sncial=-democrats, advocatin~
fundamentally vceformist ideas (in Britain the Hea ¥y group and the
Wcelksy in Belgium Mandel),

There have certainly been teudencics (sometimes leading t»
breaks from the movement) towarde liquidating the programme »f
Trotskyism ~ especially 2m the cucstion of the p2litical revolutinm
in China and Yugoslavia, and cven in Cuba, though that is a special

case®, But nover a definitive break with t%e @x@grammo,wégyex
adopting the standpoint of the hurcaucracy: rothcer the rYosUlE Af the
TdenTrgical disariay ond thehietionT de=structuring produced by the
attenpt t7 assimilate reality o

the theory »f Tratskyism,

5 181

XILT: THE INUTERVATIONAL COMMITTER,
A peculiarity of the IC, particularly the post=1963 IC, ig that

- e e e e b K b en e e
#* Castroism was a genuinc revolutionary movement right up t- 1968

(at least). Tore is o vonapartist frrmation in Cuba, vwith o functe
ioning burcaucracy. But this is much less than is the cage 21 the
USSR, The masses have becn armed and mobilised, There is mnulist-type
democracy but »2 genuinely accountable wotkerst demoeracy, 1t is no
forcsceable what will be the degrce »f the bucreaucracy's resistance
t2 workers® power., Thercfore (a) a prlitical revolution is nccessarys
(b) it is not clear whether it will be a massive coti-burcanvcratice

¢
w2rkers® movement 2t more like the 'police actiong® which Tvotsky
spoke of in relation 2 the carly Stalinist rcgime,
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its forces 2pted Lor dogmatism aftey they had accepted as pacl of theilw
doama the major codificationa praduced by the  attempt to come %o “
terms with post-war veality, particularly thosc of the 1951 Congress,
They retreated tn dogma, cutting them »ff from a scientific asscssment
2f veality and as a result their theory bas »o possibility »f hecing

a fulde t2 the actisn they must take in the veal world, Thus the
most Ttheorctical' (i.c.dogmatic) »f them, the SLL, is utterly
empirical in practice, having wo living theoary t2 steer by,

Having baulked only ot declaring Cuba a workers' state, thoir
view of the world is entirely schizophrenic., Calling China a workers!?
state, because they werc in the FI in the carly f50s, thoy still
onerate with a West Buropean concept »f clnss strugele as being »f tho
ot advanced proletaiian kind or nathings they arce thus in the
pasition of saying that a workcrs® state came intn ecxistence without
the existence »f avnyibing tesombling anything they would rocognise as
a class struggle asccurring!

In their purest f2rm these 'o1ld Trotskyiste?' (the 0CI, POR=Lnra,
R5L = mnot IC, but that's an accident) arc (o) cvalutionistss () ‘
vatkerists in the crudest sense, Pundamcnially they are sprutancist,
In fact, continual proclamatisng that “that's wot the guestinn, the
questisn ig to build the Fourth Intornatiosnal® are, of roob, paradirx—
ically, gspantancist. Beocausc, by Prushing aside the conercto rolitical
questiomsg, they reduce the party t2 a non-politicsl fetish, o magic
ingredicnt 2 add t2 the prota=revolutionary masscs, They 'resalve!
the problems 28 Trotakyism (Bolshovisnm deprived »f the mass farvces
necessaxy to make its perspectives comsciocus elements in roality) .
by retreating 2 an evceptionally poverty-stricken neo-ifautsiryisn,
They arc orgonically vight-wing through adaptation t~ the "workers®
burcaucracics™, particularly thec social-dcmocratic,

The SLL dis fundemecntally 2T this sort, 2nly with o certain
'additive® which strcsscs, abstractly and meaninglessly, the role »f
consciousness in history: this has oanly added o verbal fLlofbf
incoberence t2 the 2rganically visht~wing politics of the SLL.

XIVe THE IYTH OF *PABLOISI !

A11 tho Trotskyist forces since the war have cwesunterced certain
problems and committed gricvous mistakes: »f sver—accommndntion 9 the
cxigting labrur ~rganisationg ~t cven burcaucracics; political
chamcleonisms vulgar cvolutisvisms muddle and coanfusiom regayding, o
cven abandining part o1, the Ifundamontal programme »f Tyabskyism D«
the Stalinist states, ALL 21 some 2f these have heen denounced by the
IC forces as "Pabloiom® (what is denounccd as Pobhloiem, whet is meant
by the term, shifte and changes cnormously).

In pctuality the term *Pabloisn® bas ond con have no precise
meaning because there is hardly a single mistake, bowever gricvous,
that the IC forces, themselves, collcetively ov scparately, Yave nat
committed, usually with that crassness which is peculint t7 thom.
‘Pabloisn'® is primovily o myth gencroted by the selferishiceons drgmate
istg. It actually 2bscures and provents discussiom 2F the real problems
2f the movement taken as o whole and underetnod robisnally in rclatior
t2 the problems encountercd by Trotskyism, by attribubting tn amly »ne
scctiom of the movement the 'sins' common t2 all the mavement, angd
arising from the post-war crisis., The phenomenan »f the anti~Pabhloiteos
ig the quasi~rcligious reductin ad ahsurdum »f the primitive
drgmatists —~ and the road scparating blind dogmatism fenm nvaticism
and unrcassn is a short »nc, .

Thae crowning absurdity of the "anti-Pabloite® scctarians, ventio
thelr yoge 2m a mythd beecause it has prscd them real prohlceme, is thier
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they say Pabloism primedly represents (21 represcricd - it changes
in form like a genie, particularly when yesterday's Tablaie ' ia
trday's practice »f the tanti-Pabhlsites?; as when the SIT in 1967
came 2ut for Mar and attacked Tscac Deutscheor fot criticising the
cultural revolution) a capitulatisn - Stalinism, and as »ne 2f the
pr22fs they say the "Pabloites? supporrted the Stalinist 1956
invasisn of Hungary, This is totally untruct

¥

e current genecral suming up 2f 'Pabloisn' is Yliquidationisn:
crganisatisnal and political, & londency towards liquicdatisnism hags
been a feature »f the USFI. Bubs oign af the IC! The mrst liguidatisne
ist group today is the OCI, which calls for a unitcd frant gavernment
(the CP and the Sneinlist Poxti thgether with o stoble Trench bour g
cols state cqual, it SCCHS, 0 .,,, Wotkors® government) - irrespcet-
ive of programmed Thie positi~n is den2unced in the Transitinnal
Pyogramme itself, the fetish »f the OCI, The IC is actuelly the

mest fundamentally liquidatisvnist: dogmatism destroys, rules out,
scicnce, and 1f Scicncc is wot the bagis of 2ur programme ultimcetely
we licuidate sdentific sacialism Bock int2 primitive utonion
secinlism, This t99 ig the tendency »f the 0CI-SLL,

. S . B

XV MUTATIONS AVD THE 12 INSTREAI

There are a whale scrics »f »olitical mitationg which have
cmexzed from 1938 Trotskyism, OFf bhcsme the USPT is the ome which,
sharing our fundamcntal idens Rugein, China, Cubs, ote ~ hog
attempted t2 grapple most scrisusly with the probleme voscd hy post-
war developments, lliccessarily any developnent 2f our understanding
2f these probloms must relate 9 the expericnce 2f the USFI,

Mathing boetter cxiats, but we are nabtshooping £av veady-made lincs
in a super-market, On a massive numbcer 2T guestisng yansing from the
precise choracterisations »f vorinus types »f Stalinism thr- 'gh the
usc 2f the theory »f permancnt vevalutinm ta the prosent ultra-left
tendencics in the PI, the achicveoments of the USFI arc glavingly
inadequate, That is the cancreote nmanifestatisn 2f the destructuring

]
procesa,

1=

ZVI: THE ORGANISATIONAL REATITY OF THE USRI

In additi-m the practice »f the USPI was consistently been wrong
and inadequate to a VeYy scrisus  cxtent, For cxample, whilec the
Prceneh OCT "anti-Pabloites” arc certainly o tendency which bhides its
Tundomental socialedemacratic ~rientatinng hehing the huc and cry
about the "capitulators to Stalinism®, and theit trade unioan practice
hos been utterly scandnlous - i g st1ll a valid cucstion whother
entry int> the CP in tue carly * cauld Wave been ather than
crgavisationally licuidntisnigt,

= o
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The prganisationm 2Ff the FI was nlways puny as well ag lacking
after 1940 o prIitically tcsted anc auvhrritative leadership o
stature t2 head the world movement,

)

Today within the allegzedly dosmocratic contralist intornotioanal
in actuality therc is federalism, There hos been and is on shascrvable
tendeney for big sroups t9 develsp () independences (1) sntellites
(OCI, SLL: SWP, Ligue Comauniste). Clearly this is the tesult ~F loc
2f a s2lid woxlad structurc,2f a rcally authsritetive worid Lcadership
Ccylon alen illustrntes this, wherce am allcgedly intcrnotisnal

democratic centralist Bolshevik endrc Prgonisation actunlly ehelterced
a mass party which was cntirely sncial-demneratic,

Incvitably there is an clement of rrganisatiosval Tictisn, bhluff
and artificiality about the PI ns it has cxisted ana cxists, oy
cxample, the accounts »2f the Irigh sympathising scetinn 2f the Pourth



Internmati~nal in the ~thex lonzungze press »f the Intermatiosnal bear n»
YOluﬁl“ﬂShlp t2 the IL&lltV s know it. It is dnpordont 47 kcep
this iw mind s» that (a) t4c Tl is nssesscd as it should be: primarily
an ideslogical grouglrg and (bh) to dehunk thosc who fetishise the
'thoxﬂmtlﬂﬂ,l' which cann2t cven be the heginming »f the mass
International necdcd and (c) %“ countey ~ur ~wn subjcctive tendencies
t2 mistake wishcs f21v realitics and thus t2 zive t292 rcady credonce
t2 the organisation clains »f the Intcrnatisnal,

We must 2pporsce the ING myth 2f the SWP being the ¥had side * »of
the T'T and the Ligue Communiste the 'z9-d side'. In the fivst placc,
the SWP is politically better than the IC 2m move than sne inportant
issuc (China, Victﬂ“mg In Fhe sceond place, the BWE~-LC diffcrences
d? n2t at all cxhaust the differcnces w1tﬂ1ﬁ the FI (I'vte, far ’
cxample, the ING-LC--LRT (Bclwluw) diffcrences an watkors! C“ﬂtf“l)
Each major sectinn has its ~wn crotehets and particularitics

Within the geoweral current represcnted by the USFI — ag within
the IC curzcnt and within the 'new class® curtent ~ there bave becn
and a a vast voaricty »f political practices. Clearly, the USTFI
‘erl& view' dnrecs nnt lead ~rganically t» clony dircctiong f7x
political proctice,

XVII: THE eI, IN BRITAIN

In Britaim, the PI, thouzh it warned us 2 ycar age t2 join it v
be damncd, is actually thc creator 2f the twhr most virulent »f the
pscudr=Trotskyist sccts (SLL and Miilitont'), Apart from its palitics
and its actual pructlcc at ony ooment, the expericwee with the FI in
Britainm corns it no authority at all,

consl i~

In thc past, WF Yns been anbigusus ~n whethor 21 noat we
cre xight not 6

cd the ING 9 bc a 'bynlcal' scctinn oL the TI, We w
3 np t2 hasty conclusiong,

The fact is that the ING is neither "typieal? nox funtypicalt,
Therc is w2 such thimg as o typical seciion 2f the FI, Basicelly, the
IMG t2doy is a bad attempt 9 'render the Ligue Cﬂmnunmstc mnaYe
profrund’ and adapt its methods »Ff Britain (notably the Tperinvery to
centret stratcgy),

AVIII: WF LWD THE FOURTH IUTERNATIOIAL

Fundementally, though the concept 2f an international party bascd
2 an intcrmational programme 2F the nermanent IQV?lUtl?W and the
fight £21r such a party is ~»ur starting point, the f2rcces in WP cannat
build the full FI, We could concoivably hull& o rcvalutb 1ﬁﬂubv paxty in
Britaim, The ultimate responsibility f21 2ur role in this is purs. Vic
can't abdicate it.

Critieal support f2r the USTI, despite all its apportunist
faults, has mcant f2r WP fundementally an ideslogical hreak with the
Tanti-Pabloites™ and 21l they stand £91. L8 such we have proposcd ord
defended 1t at a number »f agzrogates, It would be disastrous t2 chor o
the substance »f it now., From the PI discussion, having dcecided »n
the Srganisatisnal conclusione, VEF must map ~ut a whele programme »F
theoretical rescarch and sclf-cducatiom, covering o whale perind. The
USFI's political C”ﬂt?lb?tl“ﬂ camnat but be ~ne »f oux mujvr starting
points, At the same time, this positionn, given the ING, is ~reanisat-
ionally embarrassing f21v us, If a boetter formulatiom 2f sur positiow
as defined ab2ve can be found, then we should adopt it.

XIXs PROPOSALS
a) We should not accept USTI discipline now,
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(D) Our primory task, the ome we can actunlly apply aursclves
L2 now, is 2 bulld o revoluvionaly Corrunist 2vYaanisnbisn v Ehain
the British working class. 4 nojor clement nf sur assessment Af the
USFI st be what its discipline would mean f9v that work, It is
shom intermatbnaliem that drcs not fight 21 the intornational
communist progronme and usc the internatisnol communist expericnee
2 1ts own Yome ground, It is toy inteormatismalism which subsxdinates
d2ing that t2 cYecring 2m revolutinns and revarlutionary movenents in
2ther parts of the globe (which we should do alsn), 27 which fetighe
iscs the bare bones 2f an internatisnal rrganisation in the way the
CP uscd t» fetishise the "grent Socinlist Patherlond”,

(¢) Any practical affilintion 12 the International nust depend
therefarre »ne
1) how thc IMG would yelate 1o -ur fundamentol tnoks in Britaing
i) what it would nean faor the Programme 2f theoreticnl yesearch
and develoapment propnoscd in 18 above.
D% om% % xx
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Yet it ia neccesenry b2 try to arrive ot some overview, to advoance
hoyond sinmply being bewildered at the instahility and the zccuxrcnt
political stupidities »f the ING, It is doubly nccessnry Ty WP, since
the ING is the British scctinm »f the world tendency Whlcﬁ Nife Icoﬂfﬂﬂ“c
as the nmeinstrecoam »f post=Trotsky Trotskyism, and since, indecd, wc dn

haro a limitcd commam gryound with the ING -n thg level »f Lasic

cactioms th such questisns os the strugele inm Ivcland, racialisnm,
u“ne%’“ rights, cte, Eithor ~ur judgment ~»f the 'naiﬂstxc“M‘ is wyo2n:
2X our diffcrences with the IMG orc purcly cpissdic and toctical, and
should be scen as sccaNdary: 2x there is some explanatisn of the
contradictisan "the mainstrcom - ond yet grossly, wildly politically
inadequate®,

THE TG I 1971

Tn coxly 1972, just as WF wns commencing indepcndent activity
aftcry being expcllod from IS, the IUG underwent o feultural yvecvoluti-n?
and o change »f leadcrship. This date can be taken as an o2bvicusly
canvenicent = though still somewhat arbitrary - storting point D21 ouv

survey. (The suzvey ig largely confined 42 the IMG's pasitions an
domestic British 1t1¢s, leaving sut cuestions such as Victnom,
Irclend, Chile ctcy dealt with elscwherc).

From ¢ zﬁvwd 1867, the West Buvonpcon scetbi s 2f the USTI turncd
from thoiy ‘'deep entry’ work in the Socinl Dcw vatic and Staliniet
onrtics, towards immcrsimg themselves in the 1urﬂcﬁn1nr studcent ‘
mrvenent., In some cruntries, csnc01mlly Tyance, they prew considerably,
But from about 1969-70, they faccd the pxqolcm of how, fiom this
student hasc, t2 velate to radicalisatiosn in the working class,

From the periphery 2 the centre' was the tactic worked out. It
has bheen applicd with some success in France., The Liguc Communiste
mobilised its mainly student frrcces f2r o scrics »f national conpaisns,
focuscd around demnmstrations, cte - Burgos Trinls, Indochina, Chile,
Lip, ctc, They Yoped, and in sonc mcusurc succecdcd, to pot scctione F
warkcers involved in thcqc campalg In that way they would build up
contacts, first amocng *periphera 1' &Cctl“ﬂg 2f wrtkcrs - 1m‘3fvaﬁts,
women workers, white cnllar w“rkbzs, young wotrkers, ctc. = and later o
the mnhre central sectinns ﬂf the working class,

Certainly the Liguc was risht in mwy 1968, as agoinst L0, the 07,
and the Hanists, when it focused am taking the students frrward in
strugzele, rather than sending thoem »2ne by 2ane t2 the factrries; and
cerbninly such compaigns would be a mecessary and invaluable ﬂﬂxt f
the tactics »f o group sccking to turn a ropid student xuezultncwt inta
a proletarian-sricnted srganisation, However, cven at its mnst succces—
ful, thce 'pcriphery 2 ccntrc“ tactic, glevnted o8 it was infs an oli-
puiding princinple, bod bad politicol effccts. It dWngindes cansiste: o
W?TV rrund the factorries, and thu (2) tends to huild an ~rgonisation
2T feompaign activists® rather thao n stable cadrcs., It tends t2 make the

srgonisation o Yfederatiom® of campaigns, rather than a coheront
Loninist 2rganisatism consistently céucatiﬂg its member, and marcave:
nokes it extremely aifficult % integrate proletorinn militants int»
the nrganisation, (h) It tends t2 scck t2 win people 2ver through
fprestige', big demonstrations, spcct cular campaigns, cte., downgradiw
the “X?ﬁﬂﬁ&ﬂdw tasks »f the arganisation, (¢) In Yclutlﬂﬂ t2 the labour
mavenent, it leads cither to an ultyo-~left attitude 2f Yindiceting
prlitics from the »~utsidc', in the most literal scwsc, 21 2 accommnd-
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atizn t2 the cstablished leadershins £21 the sake 2f getbting uritcd
compaigns,

However, in Britoin the toctic aid nat ricrely lead t2 »olitical
mistakes, it reduccd the ING t- abjcct chaoes, Dy late 1071 ihe TIG
was thrashing arsund from 2ne unsuccessful campaign to anather (Black
Defeneco, Ircland, Sscialist Women AToubs; uncnployment cannnisn, youth
moyvenment, S2cialist Trade Uninn ETIUDS e w0 ) accunulating 2nly some
30=2ad front srgonisatiang (sne for every 1l members »f the ING), most
2T them empty cxcept frr ING nmembers,

THE *NEW THINKING !

Thus wheo a gy up rsund J21n Ross and Tony Whelan came friward,
in early 1972, with their ‘new thinking', they were able to seize
contr2l very easily from the old, collapsing leadership round Pat
Jordan, '

The 'new thinking' presented itself as a critique 2T Teconomism?,
‘Beonomism' sought t9 'mobilise the massces ! by 'calls to actiont,
Following from this, economism had an ‘edmiristrative' conception of
the revolutionary rarty, and tended towards political oppoytunism,
the better to get the masses mobilised. This tendency was shown by
IS, the SLL, and the SWP,

The correct definition of tha vole of the revolutionary party
should be "presenting a vounded concention of the totality of social
relations™, Appropriate action would follow logically once the party
had convinced the worlring class oFf that ‘rounded conceptionts it was
no busivess of the party to make fcalls to action '(*1) The necessity of
democratic centralism was deduced fyom sn—called "epistemological
centralisation”; for the party to develop its nceded Trounded concept-
ion of the totality of gocial Telations”, it must “"intervene in all
layers of society™ and centralise the experience thus gained. The
necessity of an Intermational followed from the same reagoning,

These ideas amounted to the moath passive provagandism: o view of
the party as an acadenic 'educator ', unconcerned for the class's action
HMoreover, the "epistemological centralisetion® theory allowed for a
purcly rgcligious adbcrence to the USFI: an adhcrence based on nothing
to do with thc USFI's politics, but simply on the fact that it was an
organisation interveminqar%affqnallyy though not of coursc in fact) in
all arcas of the world (2)

However, the 'new thinking? conquercd the INMG rapidly and
thoroughly. Red Mole wag a rathor abstruse propagandist paper, with
headlines 1like "Struggle Decides, Mot The Law®., From January, through
1ts formal endorscment at the IMG confeorcnce in llay, and until July
1972, 'new thinking' yuled supreme in the ING, Whilec most INMG members
clecarly did not understand the long and turgid Red Mole articles and
internal documents expounding the 'new thinking®, and while the
political 'numbing' effect of this lack of understanding was to bhave
Scrious cownscquences, for a periond bthe "now thinking® did  rive the
LG 2 unity and an_clam it has nover hed since.

*1) Since 1972 a thorough whitewash job bhas been done by the I1G lead-
ership on the 'new thinking®: but the ING did say, literally, “no
calls o action”., The crudest expression of this was 33 The 1GTS PY Dea
gramme for the LCDTU (which was published in the Red lole and reprod-
uced as a pamphlet, so cannot be dismissed as an aberration of an
individual comxadesz "The working class has no need of anyone to make
administrative 'calls to action! = strike on such and such a day, take
this or that action, ov, adont this o1 that form of strusgle,...,"

*2) The ideas werc, indeed, in obvisus contradiction to the USTIfs
politics. For if the role of a party is defined as "presonting ideas®,
then
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The 'mew thinking' - whatever its purely Zheoxetical merits ox
failings - chimed iv with cortain practical necds of the TG, It gave
a rationale for the IIG t2 shcd the incubus of its numerous 'framt!
organisationg (%3), And it tfrccd'® the INMG o oventate towards the
vinrking class by - to put it crudely - enmabling it t» be ultra-lcft
in propagzenda, while not suffcering the embarrassment »F having t9
Tight for active conclusions from that ultra-left propaganda, Thus,
in spring 1972, when the HIRC fined the T&G £55,000, instcad »f
issuing any call for action against the HIRC, the IING simply cchocd
the cvasive slogan of Joncs and Scanlon = "o Reeagnition™. And
durimg the lManchester cnginecrs!' dispute of thot period, the IIG's
policy was: assistance to the dispute through the Cloimonts! Uniong

no criticism in thelr papcr of the CP leadershin of the dispute (*4)

JULY 1972

Continuing militant cconanic struggles, with INMG giving
practical assistance thyough Claimants' Unisns and cuictly adding
its twopenny-worth 2f propagandn 2borut the nmecd to smash the State -
that was the sconario implicit in the *new thinking®, As soon as it
met with a struggle which demanded mare immediate Pa2litical answers,
the whole framcwork broke down,

; In July 1972 five dockers werce joailed under the Industrial
Relations Act, A mass strike movement, »f some 250,000 workers,
crupted, and farced their release, though nat befrre the TUC had becn
pushcd inte declaring a ome=dey General Strike far the f21lowing

bk

Monday.

WE called for a General Styike t9 Smaogh the Act, The THG found
its ncat conmpartmentalisation »f pr2opaganda and actisn complotely -
broken down. It abandoned the tabao on 'ealls 42 nctinn® — and how!
Thexe wexe nn less than 15 principal slogans in the Rod Mole *strilo
special®, of which at lcast 11 were 'calls to actiosn', Hisaing, How-
cver, was any clear central dircction, whether £or the closs o1 far
the TG,

In an inside page article, the ING éommented that the strike
movement would probably lcad +9 the averthrow »f the Tory government,
"A Labour Govermmemt?™, yvan its heoadline, "Yes, but what next?®,
Copitalist class rule, the articlc informed us, would still continuc,
Something must be done about that, The answer, it econcluded, was -
natisnalisatiom of industry, banks, and transport!

As s2om as the INMG came up ag

cainst a real palitical problem, ite
~Loudy uvltra=lefht goxmgnis fell coart to disclosc... Pabioanisml!
*1) "The comrades of the present RIC, who led the ING's intorventiam in
that dispute, protest that our cccount im PR na. 1 docs them on injuet-

ice., However, as yot they Yave not responded to repecated rcquests to

yrite a corrcctian, , . :
“§7 %hc 1675 bonfirc of 'fyont groups? has had o lasting cffect, in

o generally sceptical view by the ING towards ongoing canpaign
organisations, They have proferred ‘conjunctural unitcd fronts! - i.c.
ad hoc committces, confcrences,etc, This oxprosscd itsclf most crassly
in the ING's intcrvention at the 'Rank and Filc' conforcnce called by
IS in March 1974, which consisted of o leaflet distributed to the more
than 500 T.U. dclegates declaring Ronk end Pile—ism Tosufficiont!,
One night as well appcar at onc's union branch with a loaflot -

'Tyade Unionism Insufficientt,

 be W e we s B e e e e

%2)eeo/vee then the Vietnamecse CP is certainly o straishtforwardly
bourgeois party - since the "ideas" it "presents® (c.g. in its nuble
ished progrvamme) are simply idcas »f natisnal-democratic revolution,
accepting the continued existence of capitalist property.
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Bizarrely, the IIG combincd this Pabianism with a Xefusal to call forx
the removal of the Tory government, The slogan "Kick tne Tories out",
they commented (correctly) was uscd by trade union burcauvcrats o
evade concrete struggles; therefore, they concluded (in a fine
example of idealist logic) the answer was to rcject that slogan, and
instcad call for "styugele against the State®.

The shipwreck of the "new thinking” was completed when, later
that summer, the Red llole responded to the racialist outcry against
the entry of Ugandan Asians with the veadline "Asianss Big Chance fox
Left", It was the "best thing for years" because "No attempt to offcy
a golution to the working class can be made except 2m the basis of a
rovolutionary overthrow of caritalism™, The IMNG would thus have a
"big chance™ to argue the case for socialism. The pogsible furtherx
developments of this theme are endless: “lMoscow Trialss Big Chance
for Trotskyists™; "Black Death: BDig Chance for Doctors": "Thivad
World War: Big Chance for Internationalism®....

THE APRIL 1973 TI'G CONFEREWCE AND THE USPI

The public comments of the USKL on thc Tnow thinking' had been
confined to a letter from Mandel to the ING NC, dated July 1972....
despite the fact that the 'new thinkingt' had been cvident in the
nublic press »f the ING as far back as January., Mandel's letter made
most of the nccessary criticisms of the "new thinking' ~ but the
mapney of making them was to say: 'Comradc Ross bas many valuable
insights; howevetr, Ye could possibly lay Y%imsclf open to misunderstani-
ing on XYZ point...'. Ross promptly replicd that be was in full agrce=
ment with Mandel, cxcopt on the onme point »Ff the Transitional Pro-—
grammes; and that point, too, was soon cleared up by the haopy
discovery that Mandel and Ross werc using the term 'Transitisnal
Programmc' in diffcrcut scnscs,

However, by the latter part »f 1972 two oppaosition tendencies -
"BIP" and "H/KY ~ had formed in the ING. BJID was meinly composcd of
'old guard' clements, tound Jordan; I/K of disillusioned Rossites
(Gowan, Ali, Whitc ecte,) However, they were to bloc at the April '73
conference and later to fuse as the New Course tendency. (BJIP vad in
the meantime shed a small grouning, "JABY, whoase leadcrs lator went
over to the WRP and the WSL), Both enjoyed at least tuacit sunmort from
the USFIs and both counterposcd a policy of "General Strike to kick
the Torics Out™ t2 the Ross policy,

Thus the "General Strike to kick the Torics out” - amly a few
months later o2 become the dogma of the Rass tendency - was initially
a factional countcr-proposal asainst Ross! And, indeed, fow other
slogans could so thoroughly fly 1n the facc of tha 'new thinking?®,

A TGencral Strike' - the supreme ‘call to action'! - and nat to

"struggle against the State™, but merely against the Torics!
¥R ¥ ¥ 363
Shortly before the April 1973 Conforence, the USTT issucd

'Theses for Britain', soon followed by a document from Ali and Jorden

of the proto~flicw Cource' tendencies, cagerly painting aut that the

Theses wexre in fact a barcly-concealed polemic against Ross. And ycb

at thc end of the eonference the Ross grouning still had contyrol of

the IHG, A few months latct they nut out the USTI Theses, slightly
revisced, as their document,

% %3¢ ¥

The factional manocuvres which aceomplished this would have been
impnssible without the ING mombership Yaving been battcered int> an
idenlogically 'punch-drunk' state during the imbroductinsm oFf the 'now
thinking'. Nevertheless, they werc remarkable in themsclves,

s

In autumm 1972 the IIIG had a confcrence 2n the cucstion of
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govermmental slogans, £t this confcrence, Ross, whilc still
bclabouring the appasition f2r its 'social democratic! notioms,
accepted a clausc saying that the ING should in Qrade Union branches
suppnrt tesalutions fa1 a ‘goneral strike o kick the Tovies out'.
lin=nnc ta29k tao much notice »f the clausc, and therc was nn sharp
and immecdiate change »f linc in the Red Mnlec.

But then, in February 1973, thc ‘*General Strike o Kick the
Torics Out' suddenly burst inte the bhecadlines of Red Ilole, The
fallowing Red Mole carricd an article by Ross, attempting with
tortuous ingenuity to reconmecile the mew policy with the old one,

We are, %e said, in favour of smashing the State, The government
s part of the State, Thercfare we arc in favour »f smashing the
svermment, Morcover, the govcrnment -~ 82 Reoss had convenicntly
liscovered —~ was, right then, the key instrument of the ccentralis-
2tion of bourgeois strategy (whatcver that meant). Therefore smash-
ing the govermment was not ouly something we werc gencrally in
favour of, but the key demand, lNaturally, we favoured thc mogt
dceisive means of smashing the govermment - including General Strike,
Thexe was no cuestion of limiting the zencral strikc in a social
democratic way, since the rcplaccment f2r the Tories was left open -
it could be cither workers’ power o1 a Labour grvernmente. ..

g

m

Despite its peculiaritics (c.z. the concept of smaghing the
Statc bit by bit!) this feat of logic-chopping cnabled Ross to steal
the idcological clathes 2f the 2pporsition, Having neutralised thelr
polemics against Yim, Y%c t9ok up two polemical cudgels acainst them =
they failed t2 put the struggle against the government in the contoxt
nf the struggle against the borurgeois state, and they argucd for
councils »f action on a scctarian basis, i.c. that they should be
farmcd Yound the slogan “General Strike to Kiek the Tories Out®, It
ig doubtful whether cither »Ff thesc charges was trucs nowctheless,
they secrved thely purposc.

These antics oFf Ross ~ specifically, the adoption of the
“ioneral Strike® call — farccd into 2ppositiocn thosc in the TNG wh-
had takcn the fnew thinking?! scrisusly and bad somc intellectual
sclf=rcospcet (%¥5), Thay formed the Lefd Opprsition Tendeonecy. The LOT,
unfartunately - and they regretted it latcr = continucd to arguc thi L
Ross was a losscr cvil than the "right wing danger" of H/K and BJP,
Rngs showed no gratitude: he uscd the LOT as a “chopping blaek? tn
free himsclf from the stigma of the 1972 rccovd, arguing that the
LOT's vicws may have been all right when the TNG was a small group,
just beginning t2 2ricntate to the working class, but now the IIG
was big and strong(!) and bad some implawation (?) in the working
class, the LOT was living in tho past.

And sn the pering of the ‘'neow thinKing'! was liquicdatced without
the least clcar accounting, and with the Ross grouping still in
control of the IIG.

THE DEGEMNER: TION OF THE TUG (

Tho 111G was cortoinly a poor carvicature »f a Leninist organis-
atisn befare April 1973. The conference did, however, sigral a real
dcgencration,

Te IMG's ultra-lcftism Yhad always - s2 we have argucd - had a
countorprint. Yot in 1972 therc was much that was, at lcast subjoct-
ively, crcditable inm the ultra-leftism of the TG, For cwamplc: thelx
paper stridontly proclaimed their solidarity with the IRA, Somctimes
it was g9 strident as t2 cut the UG ~ff from any hape 2f geotting
acrrss oxcept in the student milicu = "hvenge Derry! Open the Sceond

%5) The cds, concorncd als? say that they spporscd the worst gtupiditics
of the 'now thinking? at the time, in 1972,
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Prontl™ was their rcsponse t2 the Blondy Sunday massactc, in January
1972, But it is impossible t2 imagince the IIG membership »f 1972
neekly approving the IIG's current crawling, scrvile support for the
Trnops Out Movement lcadershipn®s courting 2f Leo Abse, and virtually
cxtinguishing solidavity activity »1 cven prapaganda., It taok an
intensive proccss 2f softening-up through unprincipled manscuvring,
from late 1972 »nwards, t2 achicve that.

The 1972 idcas »f the IIG were wrong, theorcticelly illiterate
ideas, and thcy had a definite 2pattuniet content. Noevertheless the
TG in that perind was still ~mided by idcas - ideas, which, aven
though ecoewtrle, could be discusscd, cvaluatcd, argucd %bﬂuﬁ But
the ohangc 2f linc »m the Gener nl Strlko had n2 DQSmlhlG basis in
idcas, The line came fivst = mn ated, in this case, by factional
neccds ~ the idecas and the argumonts came later, This mcthad is now
well=cstablished in the IIC leadership. On the Common Market, they
argucd that the EEC was the bhackbone »f FATO and therefrre »f counter—
revolution -~ folling inte all sorts »f factual nonscnse (c.gz, that
NATO suppressed rovalutiong befare it was fﬂvndod,a,) am accorunt of
having 2 get round the basic difficulty that TATO cxisted foy a decade
befrre the EEC,

Divty politics® have gaincd a hald »n the oublic wathk 2f the

IIG - and no lcss 82 27 its internal life., The intceinal dehate sivce
1973 has been dmivated by two majosr blocs, under diffcrent names -

ajority Tendency/Tendency B vs, Tow Course/Wileor-Klcin caucus/
TCﬂdcwcy L, It is cotircly impossible t2 makce 2ut any consistent linc
2f prlitical and ide?lagical demarcation aver thosc thice yeorss
cecrtainly no such linc is visiblc t2 the bulk 2f the membershiv »f the
TIiG. The lecadership rums rings vound the 2ppasition, stcaling its
ideolagical clothes, pinning the most imaginary Hcviati?ns' on it (%o, .
tharoughly browbcating it, (%7)

THE TIG STHCE 1973

The political life »f the IMG since ecarly 1973 f£21lows o wcll
definced manic=depressive cycle:

Pohyuary t2 April 1973: 'General Strike t- bring down the
Gorvermment? maniea,

Lpril 1973 to latc 1973: The ING became pretty nuch subducd in
the immcdiate aftcymats »f the c¢onference., Instcad »f "General Strike
t2 bring down the Govermment?, wo !C“Yd "Froe the Shrewsbury pickets -
first mtcp t2 kickingz 2ut the Tovies'., Lftcr some weeks' delay, the
IIIG had taken the Shrewsbury pickets issuc up cnergetically. They made
a fcw unsucccessful sallics at constructing a ’comtxal stratceay? roundg
it - a xogistcr 2f militants preparcd to join in flying pickcte,
repoal 2f the 1075 Consviracy Aet, and uninoisatisnm »f the »pelice,
were some 2L the demands being alrcé for bricf pcrinds,

Latexr 1973 t2 February 1974: ‘'Goneral Strike! mania, vc cdoubled.
X6) Take for crxamplce Brianm Heron's reply t-o the Wilcox—Klcin fi.c.
Blach lurﬂ~quan) document 2 the "Winter Crisis® (173-~'74), He accuscs
them 2f tailing social-democracy: "In tecality becausc thoy think thet
the vanguard arc orzeniscd and p«lltlcally focused arorund the Labour
Party, this comcevntion rceduces itoell t2 a debate with right social-
de mﬁcvncyy ineide the Labrux Party and inside thc ‘bouvzeois W“lltlcql
arrdex *T, Whilc the Wilcox-Klcin linc 27 the Labour Party was,is at
lcast gucgtisnable, Heron's accrunt is a slandcrsus ca rlc%tuxc.

*7) Sce Appendix £21 some bricf commente on tho ING 2ppositiom,
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Fehruary 1974- Latc 1974: The clectinn roesult abyuptly denrived
the ITMGE 5F their chorished feonmbral stratcoic praject', A whale perisg
2f floundering f21lawcd, The Labour Government was compatrcd to the
£1lende government in Chile (which was Llagica s 1T kicking the Torics
2ut had been the cemtral cucstism) = and workers were callod an t9
defond it against possible sabortose 21 averthrow., The demand was
raised 21 a "Labour govermment rospansible 9 the rrganisatione »f
the working class™ and for a “TUC plan 21 the natisnalisatisn ~f the
ccanomy undey workers' contral¥, Incrcasingly fecble attempts were
made t2 invoke a general strike ~ first, "for a sliding scalc ~f wagce?
then, "t2 sccurc woarkcrs'! demands 2n inflation and uncminloayment’ (it
dresn't rcally matter what the demands may be, as longz as you have a
Genecral Strikel)

The Tra2ps Out Movement, dominatced, at this stage, by the IING,
held ite fivst confevence in May 1974, The ING hailcd it as o burgzosn—
ing mass movement, and, in Red Weokly “gerrnfully denounced the
"golidarity first merchants® (i.c, WFS, Within a fow months, vawever,
the ING majority became convinced that TOI was nat the promiscd mass
mrvement, They dropped TOI - whercupsn the lcading TOIT activiets split
from IIG - and proclaimed instead a "conjunctural united front?
strategy frv Irish work, ‘

The ather main activity »f the INMG in this perind was anti-
fascist wotk, where they switched in mid-course Trom an ultra-apgrcsg-—
ive "Smash the Pash™ line t2 sme Af saying more "porlities” {unspceeificd
were needed (*8) :

Late 1974- Junc 1975: 'I2 t2 the EECT' mania,

Junc 1975 ~ {-day:
the LG was thrown itsclf ints its current "Loft must Unite
azaingt Wilson™ mania,

This s721t »f prlitical 1ife is cxplicitly theoriscd in no, 11 »f
the USFI Thescs f2r Britain, which avgues £2Y the “General Strike o
Kick the Torvice out” as a way t2..., unitc the IUG! "The abscnce »f o
unifylog and centralising porliticel line, axcd (sic) round a koy
demand and a koy political campaign .., toends t2 inercasoe centrifusal
tendercics inside the argemisation..... the adsptian 2f o contral
prlitical linc by thc »rganisatisn greatly contributes tn unifying the
cadlCoooo

This facus on a 'eentral linct and its cffect hath 9n the public
prlitice and 2n the intcrwnal Life Af the 2rganisatisn can be scon morce
cleerly in the WRP/SLL, At any nevticular time, the WRP/SLL has 2ne
kcy demand ~ be it Ylake the Loft IPs Fight?, “"CGeneral Strike 0
Kick the Tories Out", "L vecall Labour Party Comference”, ~r whatcver,
Evexything is centred round that demand, and it is the answer o every
problem, fetucl problems »f what to > now, »F how %9 rclate t2 real
strugglos, are left aside inm favour »f the current curc-all, The Tkoy

als> scrves as the crueinl weapsn against the 'deviatisns! and

demand”
'revisionists' sutside, ~v, 1if they should he so bold, inside the

*8) In Scptember 1974 the ING turncd up at yde Park forv an anti-IF
dem? all wearing crash belmets (12 convince the masscs »f the nced Far
workere? sclf-defevce, you sce..) IS left Hyde Park t2 mcct the T

(WF mostly went with them) and the NF in fact rcdirccted theivy march
from Hyde Park t2 Lincolns Inn Ficlds, The ITG suvscoucently justifica
themsclves staying put - n2t by sayivg that o united stand was bettoxy
than sporradic 'pudblicity politics® sallies againsgt the HF, wuich wouls
have been recasonable - but -with the claim that they had heen conduc
ing “the political struggle against the CP? in Hyde Park.

o vl
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WRP/SLL, who atre denounced £t 09t Fighting, »r w2t yrgolly fichting,
ok thlq demend, :

The IMG leadership has adsntcd furndamcntally the samc methad,
There are some difforences = most motably, the ING tends t0 pYoclaim
the general strike (o1 whatever) as the pre-destined "necesse Yy ‘
culminating print 2Ff all the current struggles® (USPI Thescs, n2,6),
whilc the SLL tends to simply fensunce any struggles 2ther its
rceomnended cure-all, Still, it was worked for the MG, in its »wn
terms. The "Goveral Strike o kick tHe Torics Out® "1ﬂﬂ n did unify
the organisatinon, leading the internmal debates ints sbscurc d disputcs
abrut  who was and who was n2t interpreting the slogan crrrecetly.

It did serve as a linc »f divisinn from ~ther tendencics (In wintexy
19734, thc Red Weckly published a scries 2f polemics W”“lﬂst IS, WRP
and Mllltﬂﬂt - all basged, n2t 20 UHTanlllﬂ“ the internal logic qf
those tcnaoﬂ01c%’ n“lltlc but om denocuncing them for not taking up
"General Strike to kick t%c Tories ﬂvt” A more recent end even more
WRP~ish porlemic in Red Weckly belaboured IS for “rcfuﬁlﬂg” t2 eall fox
the rvemaval »f Wilson % as if IS werc h-olding back despite o stormy
working class ﬂuﬁcxv ). The "central lince® methnd als» scrved o

help t2 recruit: in its mast manic perind, in wintex 1873~4, the IMG
recruited very fast indced.

THE ‘DEPRESSIVE! PHASES pF TEE ING

e WRP Tcadership has a highly developed eye for the main
chance, n2? ‘'theorctical? b“fﬂ"“c t2 worry about, party activity which
is l@rdcly sclf-contained, and o mecmbership whlch ig “UfilclOﬂtly
terroriscd, isnlatcd from prlitical debatc, and rapidly-changing t-
acccpt frowt-page Yeadlinecs like “Poux Days tm Militaxy Dictatoxshi-*
(Febrvary 1974). It can mana et dn Wif*@uﬁ”fﬁcwﬁﬁcpzeselvc’ phases
of the ING. But for the IIG lcadersbip, without those 'advantages?,
these phascs, in which it trics -ut possible 'ccmtrﬂl demands?,
cxperimenting, testing, fluswing sut ideas, groping towards the next
'key pnlitical campaign', have a vital ¥ole.

En extrasydinary list could be compiled »f the various 'central
demands® proposcd (sometimes £271 perinds as short as o weck... ) by
the IMG during its 'depressive'! phascs., A fow “ave been noted abovae.
Space, time, and sheer mauseca probibit a detailed criticism »Ff all
these ideas. Indeed, the IIG leadership, curiously, marnages t2
pr2teet itself, bhoth intcrnally and extecrnally, by thc very number
and varicty of its stupiditics. An architcet whoge design bas ane oy
twr major flaws cannat aveid acceuntlng 21 them. An architect whose
design 1s crammed full of blunders, which hWe constantly revises, may
success fully pretend t2 a novel and advanced super-=rfHcrco qtyle.

The cxistence »f thesc numersus obryted cffarts at a 'eentral
demand! is, “Wowever, motewarthy, Each time wo sce the INNG leadership
shuffling aI?uﬂd the eloments of veality as they sec it, arving the
"pawns on the global chessbrard”, an the losk=out far o geenoxin tn
slat int2,

THE USFI THESES: THE GEINER.L TRIKE

YScenatin politicsy cauld'ﬁt d0£1ﬂcﬂ as follows: onc juggles
speculatively with the variocus clements in the real ulﬁﬂ«ﬁl“ﬂ' plale
cstabligYbes a particular cmbinatisn which lecaods t9 an ﬂptlwﬂstic
sccnaring then 2re rcadsback a policy £21 the prescnt doy fyom that
scenaria, The archetypal cxomple is the "War—Rovalutinn® 1irs of the
Trabskyist movement in the early '50s,

The print is not that we should »ot speculate am the futurc., Wo
should. Nar that we s%ould nat construct possible scenarisus, and talk
them intas accorunt in working 2ut 2ur policices. We ghould an that, Too



S

-

The point is, t2 vememboy thot reality de mualti~dimenaisnals thnt
there are 2bjeetive processcs in historry, oub That comnscious
intervention ~ “tvo conscinusncss 2f pricsts, 21 the congcirusncas Af
HMarxists”, in Lenin's phrasc — can lend t2 2we and the some 2bjective
precess, substantinlly different cuteomes; that "mon noke thair awn
Bistory,” cver though they be impelled by farces bovand theivr cantral
in doing g2, and oxactly how they will make it can never be mechanice-
ally predicted, for it depends 20 congciousnesss that we should
always be prepared far the w2rst cutecome, instead of Yelying 210 87Mme
possible, o1 cven probhable, 2ptimistic scenaring that we can affcet
Tuture cvents, nat by hoping for them, but MmLly by acting 2m and iw
presemt~-doy cvents, sbove all by acting in prescnt-day cvents to
build and clarify a revelutionary arganisatian capable of intcxvening
with some weight in futurc cvents; that if we give cwemics, o7
wavering allies, credit bow o1 what they may do tomsxrow, we thercby
barth free them fiom pressurc fr-m the left, and disarm the watking clon .
in the face »f the possible treachery »f thosc encmics v wovering
allies,

For xcvolutionarics, sercvia prlitics generally leads to
sclf~cancelling=-sut, ‘chectrful 1idint? Shitinisn thnt the revolution
will advance, whatever we dr, Tho 'Militant' is a very cleay example
2F this sort of politics. Bub with the 'Militant® w— and generally,
including with the ING - therc is alss o strong streak of yoluntorisn
in Yscenario politicst, Whien reality departs from the supparscd
nmechanical advance »F the ‘revolutionary nrocess?, it beeomes the Job
2f the "Marxists! to whip Yeality back ints line, Thus the confidence
2f Miilitant® in the ability 2f their 'class appeal' 1 line unp the
Protcetant and Catholic workers »f n2trthern Ireland in & comnmon class
front, as reouired by the "Militant! mndel 2T the world, £nd thus the
incrcasingly Yystcrical 'General Strike! shouting 2f the TNG in enrly

1974,

The most authoritative cxpesitinn 2F the 'Genmeral Strike' line
is the USFI Thescs, olvcady mentinmed, They start with o pansvamic
sverview, in the first four Theses, of the "historic cricis ~f

British dmperinliun®, and deduce thot a "headenn crllieion Lotween
Capital and Labour scems unavoidoble im the perined before usY., The
vagucness and lack of concrote velevance in this 2verview can be sco o
from the to2tal comfusion »f bine scalcg -~ at some points the drcument
sceme $2 be talking abrut the 2igtnxic decline of Dritish capitalism
(which bas been going o far oF Teast 80 years), at athcrs in o time
scole 2T weeks 21 months, Marenver, the USPI, in its Bur2pean Perep-
cctives Document, manages 2 rench exactly the samc conclusisn »f"
impewding Armageddon for every ~2ther country in capitalist Furopel

ek

lo matter, Once this general pancrama is cstablished, it tokcs
om the stature »f a veritable Low »f aturc - "growing class confrant-
ation® is leading t2 ane (and mly ome) “deeisive™ class corllision,
2 doubt the USPI would cancuede that this "process” mny be rotarded,
may cven take steps backwards, Nevertheless, History rust cventually

march alsng this path, and 2nly this path, (%*9)

In this situant

isn, the ING wceds - g9 Thesgis 5 maintaing —~ o
ngrel_strotosic_pr

i
Yce 2jectl. If the General Strike slogan did w0t
*9) Waen the Sccond Internatismal put its faith in the Tobjective
procces', it was at leoasty referving t2 2 veal, material ~ cven measur—
able = 2bjective process: the growth »f industry and 2f the wotrking
class, the imcrease »f gocinlist party membership and votes, thc
cxpansiom 2f the trade uninns., The USTT 'a "abjective proccss®, very

2ften, =adly, hos s tangible reality at 211, being merely an abstrocte-
i»n from the USTFI's Yape »f future big victorics.,
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cxist, it would be mecessnry to invent itd

Twere arc, hawever, scveral eontradictory definitions »f this
fcontral stratcgic projoct's

1. Y,.. the contral stratcgic prajeet ean nanly ho: supoprt, cxtend,
unify and gencralise all current struzgles towards the nrepoayatinn 2f

a general styike to bring down the Tory Zavernriont and cronto o situ-

ation 2f dual power in Britoin™ (TYcsis 5, »ur emphnsis)

2. "... our cemtral thrust (is) the perspeetive of ~ sencral
strike. t2.bring down the Tory grveroment” (alss Thesis 5).

3. "... we canvat exclude thot the general strike cruld actually
toke place when o LabouY government was in power® (Thesis 6: yet nvc
clearly cannat “ave a "general strike t2 bring dswn the Trry govexie
ment? when the government is Labour!)

4o "Prcparatism of the appearance »f 2rgons 2f dunl power immed-
iatcly befrre 2y during the goncrnl strike = 2r whatcver nther fornm
the gemeralisced confrontatism botween the two tlagscs pending in
Britain will take -~ is our main strategic goal...." (Thesis 7).,

5. Thesis 5 speaks of the 'central strategic praject! “incorprre—
ating and cexpressing the basic sacialist s2lution®: and Thesis 7
describes the gevecral strike as o "global class answer t4 the sacial
crisis" = both implying that o penmeral strike for workers! power (nat
Jjust dual power) is the 'projeett,

What the Theses nctually went, clearly, is 2 scenmarin for dual
paver, Yet "Geweral Strike far Dual Pawer? would he& " .t72 crasg an .
example »f t¥c politics »F "wouldn't it be wice if..." 42 Be usable.
52 they finvd "General Strike t2 kick the Torics »ut" as a convenicnt
formula. 4 Left Opposition Tendeney document csmmentcd am the first

General Strike" Red lole, thot it "would make just os mueh (little)
sense 1f the words ‘genmeral strike' were throughout renlaccd by 'armed
insurrcetion'™, Much the same cruld be said »f the USTI Theses,

THE USFI THESES: DUAL POWER

‘Dual power' significs a conditiosn where bath warkers® councils
and the brurgeosis state hold power, without cither being ahle t9 crush
the ather. In various forms and degress, it has existed in Russisa in
1917, Germany 1918/19, Catalonin 1936, Franmce 1968, Qucbce 1972 cte.
4 scrious general strike, paralysing bourgeois sociecty as it dnes, "
canmat but lead t2 dual power, unlcss it is derailed by refrrmists.

In a situation »f dual powcr, the tasks ond responsibilitics »f
a revelutionary sryganisatism would be raised t2 a high piteh, It would
fight f21r the undivided pawer »f the workers! crumecils, It would
intcrvenc in the councils, combotting the reformists, It wiuld advocate
thc independence and eorrdination ~2f the workeors! councils, and the
axming 2f the warkers., It would preopare f£2r armed insurrectinm, The
disastrous right-wing content »f the "Gewnoral Strike t2 kick the
Tories out" slogon is preciscly thet it would aid the refrrmists in
that dual power situation - for the veformists would say, Yyes, lot's
Yave am eleetisn®, And for all the ING's logic—chopping, mrst workers
would see anm cleetiom as a reassnable way »f kiecking 2ut the Tories,
Ihis problem, 2f course, docs n2t appear in the schemes »Ff the USFI
Theses: the bourgeosisic just stond inert aos the Revolutisn heats then
dawn,

The USFI Thesces, desnite all their Thcus o1 achicving dual power,
axrc totally silewt 9m the role 2f the revolutionary arganisatism in
the dual power situation. In some place they give the impressian That
mmcc dual power is achicved, we are 9w the "4ome straisht" to vovolution
with m> problems, Elscwhcre, that “first time round®, therc is no
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chance anyway 2f going from dual nower t2 workers'! power. (The
gscecond cstimate is probably crricet - but it dnes nat in thoe least
minimisc the r2le 2f the revolutionary osrganisatiosn in cnsuring

that the best lessons arc learnt from the dual power experience,
that demnralisatinon is minimised, that the best militants arc wonm t9
angoing revolutionary activity, ete.)

Sceond paradsx in the USPFI Thescs ~ theilr whole trend is to
arguc that the crecation »f dual power is s29ner 2y loter incvitable
in the next fow years - yot the IlG's activity is supposed 19 ho
focused on bringing abosut this dusl power which will happen anyway,
And think a moments bYow can a small revolutionaxy argonisatinn
"prepare dual pawer™? It cownot achicve the mass upbeaval in the
conscisusness 2f millions of workcers mecessary to create dual powey -
2nly the "21d mole of history™ can d2 that, What canm it da? - raise
congcisusness, fight reformism, promote workers! democracy and sclf-
srganisation, render its ~wn forces mare clear and coherenmt — i.c.
carry 2ut normal revelutionary activity. There is w2 special
"preparation of dual pawexr". In fact, in winter '73/'Y74 tThe IMG
attempted such "preparation™, in the form »f sctting up Councils »f
Liction as embryo Soviets. Te vesults were ridiculous. (¥10)

Thus, in sum, thc USFI Thescs enjoin the TG 2 do what it can't
d7, and fail t2 emphasisc what it gcan ds. The consequences could ~nly
be dis~crienting,

THE 'GENERAL STRIKE® IN ACTION - WINTER ‘73/‘74

We shall sum up with g9mc cxecrnts fYom an Open Letter we

addressed t2 the ING in PFebruary 1974.

"The event 2f the General Electinnm has brought the tensinns
in the frrmula 'General Strike 9 bring down the Govermuaent! 1 o
hWigh piteh - and in the Recd Weckly 2n 15th Februaxy they bhave finally
expladed,

"If the Torics win the cleetion, Tthen o zoneral strike t2 bring
down the Government would, nore clearly than ever, be the ~nly (3!
means by which the workinmg class could defend its interests'., But
if the Trry government commends gufficicent supprrt t2 proevail at the
p2lls, hwow will a genmeral strike sust 1t? Only, t2 be surc, by
bypassing the polls - that is,; by armecd insurycetiom....

"Or perhaps a general strike would totally change the cleetnral
scene, and praduce conditioneg 21 o gerncral clectinn which would be
far more favourable than previsusly? Indced, Red Weekly states that,
'If such a styike werce trday iv progress there would be no dehate as
t2 the fate 2f the Toriecs inm the election = they would be resosundingly
defeated®,

"But general strike - and proletarian .ditcct actiosm genexrally-1:
n2t o t221 21 cxerting clecttral DPYCSSUTCeooss

*The 2ppartunist implicntions 2f the 'General Strike 2 bring
drwn. the Tories' linc arc even clearcr when we 1ok at the case f
a Labrur victeory in the electiosn, Then Tonly socialist measurcs con
rr2tect working class intecrcests fyom the crisis »f British capitalism,
L gemexal strike would be necessary t2 implement such measures « tho
cxprapriatism 2f the big firms, the sctting up 2f workers! control,
the establishment »f workcrs' vcgulation »f prices - against the
2pprsition (&) »f the ruling class, and t2 back up (&!) the demand
that the Labour Government odds its scal »f apprsval t2 such measur-gf,

S e eee mwe S s e The e w e ek e cae o war R e A

*¥10) This is in fact a clear illustyation -f the differcnce hotween
scecnarincs and 'scenarios palitics®. I would accept that dual powery
rrgans are, somehow and somewherc, very likely b2 appecr in Britain in
the next fow years, But the INMG's politics arce a differyent nattcr.
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Mihat is this if not 2 poeuwlnrly contorted versionn of o nolicy
which the IIG has frequently and justly attacked inm the post -
'Labour t2 power with o socialist progromme 2., ...

"A general strike by itsclf is simply pesple daing nothing 21w o
large scale., It canmmat implement socialist measurcs, It moy well be o
vital step towards the creatism »f a workers' goverwment, bascd am
workers' councils, which can take pawer through o confrontation with
thc armed f2rces 2f the bourgeois state and implement such measurcs.
But %2 call wow, in Britain, in Fehruary 1974, f2r o general strike
far revolution, is ultra—lcft anarcho-syndicalist nonsensc., To call f--
a gencral strike t2 bying 42 power workers! cruncils which as vet
dontt cven exist - isn't that trifling with the working closs?

"Perhaps it is a valf realisotion »f this that impels Red Weekly
t2 omit the eall for a warkers' government based om workers' councils

and o wirkers® militia that is nceded 2 make the call ot a gencral
strike f2r socialist measures cvenm internally coherent. Instead, the

socinlist measures/apparently 2 be carricd ~ut without govermment 2y
stote actiom. Industyy is gonmehaw t2 be exprppriated Yfrom below?,

"Wihat of the Labovy Government? Will it not take sides in this
class confrontation®? Won't the Mnrxist characterisatisn »f Labsrur as
o brurgenis party (with all the vecessary qualificationsg) be eonfirmed
by the decisive sectizns of the Labrur Party machine lining up firnmly
with the brurgesis state? Mo, ., aprarently the Lahour Party is above
the class struggle: it will stand 2w high povdering whether 42 'add
its seal ~»f approval'! t2 the snecialist yevalution,...

"It is clecar that the colling of an clection has deprcsscd the
direct struggle. Revolutiowerics must strive €2 keen that deprossiom
t2 o minimun, and at the sanc time usc the 2pewings proscernted by the
clectiaom t2 advance 2ur ideas through such tactics cs docmands 210 tha
Labrur. But Red Weckly bas n2t allawed its rosy daydrenns t2 e
disturbed by the bhard faoct that ecvents in the borurpenis political
system still %ave a trcemendous weight in the class struggle, fA1L »ut
with the mincrs', it cries: *The best situntisn for a gencral clectiom
woruld be o general strikeft,

MWinrkers should 'strike t2 kick the Torics »~ut' = not becausc
such strikes would actually incrcase the chances »f displacing the
Trrics, n2t beecause they would advance some specific demand... but
because they would crumter—act the "fragmentationt of the working :
classs that is, because they would advance the Red Weekly'ls scennring
Such slagars indicate a t2tally irresponsible cttitude 2 the working
clasSeoseo”

In ghorts the USFI Theses f21 Britain, as performed by the
immatcs 2f the asylum »f Caledoarnian RA, under the dirccetiosn 2f the
Marguis de Ross,

Even worse was to come, The ING actually advocated - in their
paper, at least, though I know 237 no ING membey £221bhardy enough 19
arguce 1t in the labour movement - that workers should strike 2m clectism
dey and march en nassc t2 the polling stations., That way, y2u sce, thov
would stop the bourgenis clection 'fragmenting' thenm, find, when
Heath heeitated a cruple »f days aftcy the clcocetisn result befare
resigning, the TIG issucd a hysterinl broadshect calling far o goneral
strike t2 "finish 2ff" the Torics and f21 Labour to f21m o parallel
govexrmment in 2pposition t2 Heoath, The IIIG 2ppoeition describe this
wells ‘

"Recaders »f the broadshect were t21ld that it would 'soon (gic)
be nceessary w2t only t2 drive the Torics from ~ffice but t» smash all
the institutions through which the ruling closs cxcreisc their pawert,
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B i IS and thc WRP manngcd to mobilise a1 doemanstrationg agoinst

ath w1thout 1ﬁCu1Glﬂ” in thie cort 2F childisy iH““%lC”Cu and
p%rase~n“ﬂﬁczlvm = 1w the event most copics »f the broadshect had 49
be thrown away becousc they Yad beeomc an onbarvoss ment., The pedestrian
unreality »f this rheteoric Yelps 9 cxphain o cuvisus focte namely that
the lead articles in the Red Weekly, although nade aver in latxge
mneasurce t2 the porlitics »f Lwntusy,‘u,oy by zcneral wdeHSJﬁn? ocxtreme-
1y boxing and dull, The Jancgite (i.¢. R“qultﬂ) fantasics have 37
little purchase 2m reality to reprosent zenuine ultra-lc f%lqm, On the
nother hand they are sufficiently YCQﬁTﬂlncd by woulde-be lUarxist
pretensiong t2 boe ineapable of the cxecitod 111~ht Nt f ntwstlc L
r2litics 42 be scen in thb Weothermen 21 Situntisnists,

THE TMG AND TIE LABOUR PARTY

The "General Strikce t2 kick the Tories ~uth linc, right from its
Tirst adoption in early 1973, hod l@glcully 2bligcd the TG t2 argue
that the Tory government was the vital government 21 the h“uTFoﬁlolO?
and that a Labrur govermnment would bc o disasteyr for the bourgenisie,”
Here, os clScwhczc the 'line' come first, the lrgical axgument later,

The result Yas beon o gradual rightward sbhift af the IHG, though
£till to this doy it is sllrhtlv veiled by ultro-lceft rhct“tlc .

In 1973 the thenry was develoaned that Labsur was going through o
'Left Turn'® pavallelling such developments ag the yvevival »f the
French Socialist Poarty,

Im the clcctinns 2 1974, o vote v Labour was arsucd 2n the
sgrounds that o Laboux ”“VCT”MO”L would be weak. Lfter the Fobruary
c¢lection, Red Weckly pevsistently comparcd $he Labsur Gavernment o
the Allende govermment in Chilc, and called »n warkers to defend it
agninst attenpts t2 sabotoge 1t 2T 7verthxﬁw it.

Apaxt from the factual misestinatisn (Iohn Ross was instructing
the readers 21 Red WEokLy 2n how o Labsur Government Ygtimuloted' the
struggle ~f the working closs at precisely the same time as, boek in
the xreoal warld, the Laborur Gavernment wos guccessfully defuaing a

very nasty-looking industrial situatian £ the bourgesisic )~ such
spceulative pelitics can 2nly tend to ”1p<rn workers io the face »f
H

I e e

The Tabout Governmentls otlor pte, not B9 be 'weak¥, but o be
(i.e., t7 attock then s b2 dis orm thenm iv the face ﬁf Labourts
attempts, w2t t» ‘“Llﬁvl“tbg strugh ¢, but t7 depreoss ity o
thely indignation against the real, prescnit—dony oitacks >f the NYCSENt-
doy Lahrur Governmend by facusing 1nstcna 2n the vogeiblc Yarrors »f

a2 brurgenis averthryow 2T the government,

The general summing-up »f the IMG's line in summer 1974 was For
o Labour govermment respansible 2 the rrgonisations 2f the working
cl os, n2t 2 Parliament®, Let us cooncede t2 the I1MG that when they
5? d "Pa rliwmont”g they meant "bourgenis state™, (The (nys when
cvernments were really vesponsible t9 Pa 111ﬁmcot ended at lecast 60
yoﬁls ag2). Then the picturc we gob is AF o strugele t@ pulh the
L“ﬁﬁuf government away from the bourgenis stutc y and towards the
"arrganisations of the working clnge® - i.c, sincc no workers' councile
exigt, in practice, the trade unisns,

Very fine < cxccpt that the brade unizns, as at prescnt srganiscad
md led, a2 w2t xopresent o difforent PTlﬂClPlC from the bourgcois
a8 toq Iﬁgccﬁ the trade unisn burcoucracy 1s the chicf pillox of the
tgﬁc The spociTic Ticnns by Which -

gm m f:

hich Bhe . BriTich haurscaisic has
sxcreised its rule - since tYe 19208 at least, if not befrre ~ has beon
by teclying 2n the trade union burcaucracy.

Cj"(\

.

0f coursc, that dres nat cxclude eniandic . Cven scrious, cvonflicto
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between governnents and the trade unisn lenderss and it sh-uld nnat

st2r us demanding from time t7 time that the Labour Govexrnmant
exceute TUC prlicy »m the Shrowsbury pickets, an Ch 2, ele. But o

generalised s l,hwn like the IlIG¥e could do nothing but cnerurage
illusinons.

=
!.J
o

The anti«BEC campaign come as o godscnd b2 the ING, It linked in
with o theory already cnuncinted in 1973, and implidbs in the "gavern-—-
nent based sm the brode unioms” slogame the "two class? theorry of the
Labhour Party, Thls theory says, crudely, that the left wing ~f the
Lab-our Party roprescnits the (hﬂzlttbﬁly confused) proletariar
companenty the chk1nq1tos Yepresent the bourgenis intilbratrrs who
have token aver the party., The fact is, of crursc, that the trade
union stalwarts bave frequently haca - aﬂd naw are again - the firmees
supperters ~»f the Laboux ll,ht wing. They are as firmly tied %9
borgoining within the bourgensis shote as is any ‘infiltrating!
intecllecetunl,

Fallowing »m the EEC campaign, the ING has ndapted the slogan
"The Teft Must Unite Agoinst Wilson™. It would 2nly be o slighi
cxagoeration to say the TNG is yeviving its "kick the Tories outh linc
by means of noking Wilsan o *%ﬂﬂﬂrﬂvv' Tory. Tice Lobsuy Porty docsn e
ploy the part ollatted €5 1T m tWe "icheral Strike 12 kick ~ut the
Trvics” sconmarin: the LG rcesolves the problem by attributing the
fault to the right (bourgenis) wing 2 the Labour Porty, lunping that
wing in with the Thrics (hcﬁ““ n1l1l the scare=storics aboutb conlitinn),
ond 'projecting' a nassive united=left struggle t5 sweep them all 7ut,

Lo with the 'General Strike' line, whe 'Left Unite Lgainst
Wilson' line, based os it is on 'woarld-historic? wishful thinking,
is conbirely vqguc and evasive in practice. L% tlmos it conjurcs up o
picture (¥11) »f a mrtley mmalenmatisn of the National £ Bartian
Conmpnign, thc Traops Out Movenent, btie Medical Commitice Lo
Private Proctice, and the Chile 8- 11u911tv Campaign, o1l c¢ £
trgether to fight the £6 norm! At othier tincs, the Y:v,wvti@nnry left
2ther than the TG is Cﬂ“uﬁCL@ f2r foiling b2 join with the Labour
left im some entircly unspecificd united actisw. Yet again, it takes
the form 2f pleading with the Lobour lefts to join counlly UW“WCClL1‘A
united actisn with the ING, Take it whichevey way y-u like, 17
VACUOUS, '

But the key thing is petinn ~ united nction! On what progromme? -
well, that dsesn®t matter $7 much as heing united. And ite not just
unity in nctisn - strikes,denongtrationg — tThat the ING calls fore the

clsn appeal f7r unity in V“tl 7o dhich dpplics that if Tribunitcs oy
Stwllﬂlqt in o unisn branch pat dawn a reselution fax- Anpart contrals,
the IMG should supprrt it in tho couse 2f 'left unityt. So (and why
nnt, lagically) the programme cctunlly acdvacatcd by thc TG I22%s nnre
and maere like Tribunc®s. Theiv “”“zkbxﬁ' plan f21 the crisigh, in
o rccent led Weekly ¢entre—spread by John Ross, is actunlly o state
canitalist programme '

411 the key elements 2f Tribunc's programme nre there, 'inproveld!
in vorying degrees,

Impert controle, the ING vecrgnises, arc nerhaps somewhatb
chauvinist ~ still, ns g22d socinlists we can certainly demand o state
monapaly »f fovcign trade. But since they are calling f2v o trade
nonap2ly by an impcrianlist state, n2t o workers! stote 2y even o
'Thixad W?KlL svate, this amrunts mercly t2 o Ylarxist® formula oy
the chouvinistic slogan. fe reogards o hon 2n averseas investrient,

e e e e e W wan R e S s T e R S s T A M A A A e R

A

*11) I awc thic print t2 an stherwisc atracious article in 'Socinlist
Prcss?',



- 15 -

they dsn't cven have that nony scruples = they sinnly support it.
(They drm't soy whether thoey hove roeammended to the USTT thot it
instruct all its scctinns Lﬁ atomote this new socialist demand f21
bonning cverscas investment,... which might, if successful, ~ut the
c¢lack back cermomically over ~ne hundred ycurs,)

The IMG 'improve' the Tribumite colls £o0r cuts in arns spending
t~ 'abalition »f capitalist defence sponding's Toot is, t2 o “denmand
that o Cuhltﬂllst government obolish the taymed brdics »f men' which
moke up the capitalist state!

Pyice C“ﬂtf?ls nre there t7n, despite the illusoyy nqtuxo »f
thls,slﬁgaﬂ 52 1s o "plan tTM:fCY nse investrient ond expond praduct-
insn', A1l problems, it scems will bhe solved in thlq b“?ﬂlﬂ“ plannc?
c“~1tgllsm Tinm ane c“untry" s pot drzens upsn dazeng 2Ff futile TCC

.

reeammendations) and we con hove “wope increascs = t2 reflate the
ceonony' . v

One last twinze »f conscicnce seems t2 have caught the TG,
hwowever. They advocate a sliding scnle 2T wazes, tq.cnsvre that
workers "don't loose thelr centhusiasm 01 thc plan®,

Tan late, comrades 2f the IMG, t2n 1ate!

CONCLUSIONS

"oy have played the scdulous ape 2 every Ygneinlist!
teommunist?, ‘ICVGlutiqﬂaxy‘ currcnt, ond shown on ““LV‘u-utlble
capncity f21 sccing thoem not as they arc but os they  would like
them 2 be - 01 rut%cx mrrc 7t less as they qhﬁult he within the
francwsark ~f the USFI s teclerlogical view ~F Tho Topaeh? and the
tWarld Revalution®, and its 2ften roviscd scenaring cxtraporl=
ated fron that view, with the 1oles PCTl?QiCully fcqllqcubcr,
nccarding t9 current cvents, for the "alveady wy rittent' drama?

Far the ING, in the 19 t four years, the 'staxr' role v the
talrcady—written drama' bas been reallocated succtssively to the
fneripheral' scctinns »f thc wotking closs, t7 the militant ccowuona
strugeles of carly 1972, t2 the hypﬂtqctlcﬂl General Strike mqvcncnv
2f 1973 = coxly 1974, end ta the Labour loft from 1974(and prabohly
for some time in the fuburc, esnceially if the IIG SQTl“%“ly cwucr
the LP), They mever swing righb oaver t2 o consistont liquicdationion;
thoy always have rescrvatiomg and escapc—~clauses; cvery s2 2ften
they lurch back t2 o moxce irdepcn ndent position o townrds o new tatox !,

I

It ig impossible to cxplainm every single nalitical stupidity »:Z

the ING as products »f some single funﬁ mental erxnrs tho h(31o
idcalogy »f the USFI, as de-cribed abov pravides the fxo W“TV of

1nqt Dbility in which sheexr intellectun 1 fro cishness (in thc case ~T
the 1972 'new thinking') o1 unscrupulous fwgtlﬂﬂ VL man2cuvring (1ﬁ
the croese »f the fGenernl Strikef slagan) can Yave o big cffect “n t“‘
TNG's politics. The IMG's politics con V“IV in time as the prliti
s t4e USPIL's scotbiosns vary in geogxaphy,

noture of

The Commnn Morket igsuc can 17Lustxﬂtc the specific
tn 'thenrotienl!
~f
21D

ol
£
THMG's ~ppottunisn, by conbrast with IS's, Whon 1t came
nefits I
srcialism »f the "Out? campailgn, I8 was nﬂt bhly diifident and
porfunctory. But their ogitatisn was guite unrcsbraineds butter
nruntaing, uncmpl ayrmcnt, the Facinl Cantract, the da ﬂfcrk 2f Brusscls
hurcoucracy - onything c“ulﬁ be thrown iwto the couldisn of thedr
anti-Lh ”Tﬁuﬁyﬁt Th sun, IS hng its *theoryt, o1 rother its variety
Af thenriess butbt f21 ‘ny t7 dny purposcs the VV1¢"1 pelitics »f
Tonmmon sense! will 49,

cxpoeitinn of the cosc Do vating ®Out? and of the Mo

Pa
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MG, 2n the ~2ther Yend, whilc somewhat more restroined in thoir
agitation than IS, yevelled in producing any nunber 2f *theorctical!
schenes indicating Mow getbing Britain sut would frrward the Woxld
Revalutinmg and how, Af couresc, the INMG shruld thercfrre put its
ghoulder t2 the wheel,

Trotsky sncec remarked that the difference botween Lenin and the
Mensheviks could be summed up by the fact that, where thc Menshoviks
snoke 2f processesty Lenin spoke ~f YHaskst, In thnsc terms, the ING
ig definmitely 2n the MensYevik side, IS spenks 2T "tasks' - but its’
"tasks' are the petty tosks of dey—-to=day perspcctiveless militancy,
n2t firmly linked t» clearly-uphcelad revelutionary ains , o8 were
Lenints "taske",

Por I3, rovolution is soncthing distant and nmatisnal, propoted
for only by cneouraging militancy and expanding thely menbership, The
IEG link their day-to-day activity with rovolutisnary aims - but they
reduce the 'revalutionary process® 49 o mystical unscen forcc,
rermeating, growing cut of, and guiding cvery struesgle,

JHE TWG AND THE USFI

We cannot and d2 not judge av Inbcrnational primoyily by its L
British section, let alane the last faur vears »f its Lritish sectiom,
Yot we cannot fail t9 use rur dircet cxpericnee aos the chief test »f
hypotheses we may frrmulate 2m the basis of studying the worla
mavenment,

The evidence telle us thot the USPI ig fully xrcsponaible f271 the
mejor evr2rs of its British scetinn (2ne ~f its morc substantial
scetisns)y that its *Buropean Perspcetives Document? scrved anly o
blur aver palitical clarification in the ING (at the height »f the
carly '73 factinn fight, all the bitterly contending toendencics, with
the cxceptioan »f the tiny and narginal pr2-SWP tendeney, were doelarine
whole=heated supp2rrt £21 the EPD); that the crrars of the TNE concorn
not 2nly peossible mistakces 2f nascssment »f the situntiom in Britain
(where the USFI could fairly digclaim responsibility) but mojsr
international and theorcticel iscuss (the DEC, the Genoral Strike,
Ircland) 2n which the USTI ds elenrly responsible,

We have no reasom t2 supposc that the Intotnational can guide
2ther scctiong hetter than it con guide the ING, And what sott AF an
Intcynationnl is it that cannat dn that?

The IIG will accusc us »7 inventing political Yjust
21 our unwarranted factiosnal scpnratian from the USFT. S
2pposite is true, We have formulnted and repeated the Dolitical
diffcrences while bhositating, for o long timc, t2 draw shorp
conclusioms. Ve said: the Enperay Yhas no shirt, »n2 trouscrs, n2
sh2es, we refuscd t2 say: the Enpcr2r hoe no clathes, Naw we nust say
it. : . :

Hoxtin Thonas: 15,viii,7
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LPPENDIX: FOUR BRIDT. REVARYS OFf THE ING OPPOSTTION

(2) They a2 mot fight the najarity scrisusly, On page 13 abave,
21 cxample, we quoted them as styilng the ING najority prlitics are
viorxse than geonuine ultro-lcfiisn, That's nretty bedd Cousc enough fax
en all=sut politicenl fight armivet t4e najrrity. Yet the mencrol
appraach 2f the 2pprsitinn is cxtremely low—key nond diplomntic. At the
height »f the 'Winter Crisis', they had in frct formoally diss-lved
theix faction, 21 the sake »f unity at the 10th Warlc Conzross AT
the USFI,

In fact - curiously ~ they are t2 o larsc extont idenlomically
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rorasitic on the Ross arouping, their ideslogical stoanle hoeing polenie
agoinst Ross's stupidities rather then indencondent ideas 2f their swn.

(b) They are paralyscd by theiv attitude t4 the USTFI. They
endsrsed the USFI 'Thescs for Britain' (indecd, as we have scem, the
Thescs were 2riginally *their' document) and in winter '73/'74 werc
left abjectly protesting that Ross Yad nisinternrceted the Theses,
But incvitably Cardinal Ross, backed up os 9c was by Pape Mnandel,
carried move authority as an intorpreter »f the Bible than did a
croup »f unfrocked bighans,

(c) Tecy werc Yesponmsible £ot the 'Gemeral Strike 2 kick the
Tories osut?! line - indecd, they initinted it, That the protested
againgt the nnst welrd cxamples »f 1ts use meroly shows that they
have weaker stomachs than Rose,

They alsn share full respansibility far the "o to the EECH
ne,

L

s

(a) & majry print Af argunent hetween the 2ppogitian and the
najrrity has been the Labsur Poxrty. In this dcbhate, the apposition
Yos made a g71d nmany valid polemical points: it has alss pnrossed
persistently for limited activity inside thc LP/LPYS, However, the
2ppasitionts cwn political line 9n thce Labour Party %ns hecn
confuscd,

Ihe BJP tendency accuscd Rass of nat sceing "the difforence®
between the Labour Party and the Torics, in 1972, But BIP themaclves
apparently located that "difference® in o “widden csscnce »f Lahourisn®
- made up 2f proletarian golidarity, class comscisusness, cte! Such
arguncents arc as arbitrary, and almst as danger-us, ag the recont
discrvery 2f the clogsw—conscisus "hidden esscnce' v Uhe Auti-RTO
campaign,

In late 73, Robin Blackburn develapcd the thosry that g
revelutionarics should scek o "united front with the Labour Party’,
What he necant by this, has mever been quitc clear, but the Frrmula
certoinly lays itsclf 2pen t2 rishtist tendencics 2n the madel »f
the OCI,

The '"Wintcy Crisis' drcwrcwt alrcady cited speoks »f Tpart (2) »F
the inverited (?) pragromme' 2% the Labour Povty being proletorian,
Thig theory was reflected in on amazing ~ff~hand statencnt by Tariag
L11 at an ING 1ally. In most advanced copitnlist countries, Ye saild,
the mojority »f the working cdlose is socinl-demacrntic - except in
the USA, »f crourse, whove it ig bourgenis—demncratic....

o

e 1975 coanference frvnula »f Tendency 4 facusced 9m Pehallenc--
ing the monapaly hold ~f the Loboux Party”, I this actunlly ncans
anything (which is ¢doubtful), it could he o Yocipe o1 the moat
lunatic adventurism 2y f21 the noest narrow clectrralisen,

M 363 £3¢
3% Se¥ K



