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and then
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are not

eauyo Joiﬂf“ te
It mcans thinking to yoursclf, *h;a,ve I go 5oa
C.OU.O.LC oL papers in my w1 :
e you go To the factory 1o Nuv ’rov a ’)L*‘le
go down 1o iuo pub oxr the union mseting

outl shoppin I% also means moking sure

that all ihe 1:1;131) factories in the area are \\\
covered by sellers one morming cach week
that towm centre covered at weekends.

It eans always remembering that SW is our

; i 1g ourselves to send the

in on a lMonday, to get our
cories on \mme“f’“v or Th‘““aay and thmn to

Ay
[3Reled

the is

sell them, and b]lJ("?“‘ bacause
itts a]_wayf‘ full of i
they shovld do.  Today
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.influenced workers into solidarity

cand me

“be frecly discussed at all le\els

Wi HAVE

nembers of the

been working closelv wii
g }

PWCC in Britain for the

last few months. In particuiar we have

worked hard with them for the Solida rity
Demonstration on 20 Sep‘;embe:ﬂ For

example, H
60,004 stickers

we producerd 100,000
and 12 000 Do

'J'/
('Cz
e
w

On
of those marching had be

the demonstration itseiy, tl.2 maijority

y
by
Of

e

een brought tl

the work of revelutionary oreanisations.
J f=}

about 25 trade union banners carried
as a result of the
Of the

oups,

march, 20 were there

efforts of IS members. contirgents
IS was

s, Sociatist Worker

organised by poiitical gr far

1S mem

Ly

the largest. ber

readers and suppnorters, far cutn. mbered the
Contingents from the Labzur Party, the
Communist Party or the lefi seciz. We con-

tl

sider that the composition of the demonstr -

ation demonstrated both th=2 seriousnesc

with wiiich cur ocrganisation takes e work
th the I."or‘..u
Lvamr IOV emont ard the

preparc) *- ba

of solidaxrity wi suese Working
Class inside the

extent to which we ave ch

united front activity with reforinist «nd

cenirist crganisations,
We sce this ty;
Thro: aoh

is possible to dz'aw

of activity as extremciy
front activiiv it
t and ste

important, united

linist

~etormis
action

th~ ideas

while at the same time

permitting

thods of the various organi

course do not feur such a debate as we are
confident that revolutionary ideas and
methods both in the anulysis of & Portuga!

and on solidarity work in Britain will prove

in practi far superior to the

conceptions.

of reformists, centrists and sfalinists.

membears of the

ve that the

serndon shared this v

e,

.
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demonstration the PWCC members

i
London insistod, against our strongly

&
heo

exnrocand views, tha

restricted to spca!inra from Fortugal and
Angola, a leading British trade urnionist, a
rank-and-file trade unionist. a ’Zeft Jabour
MP and & PWCC ~seaker (thevy were support-
ed by the CP, the IMG, Workers Fight and

Big Flame.

In reality the platform fina lly imposed by
the PWCC coasisted of a speaker from
Radio Renascenca, the MPLA | a leading CP
trade unionist and an ex-minister from the
leftt of the Labouw Party, Judith Hart, who

. subsequ uently has declarcd her Compxete
support for Soares.

We bud and have no oblection to any of
the<e speakers. On the contr: ry, the
pi  ence of s
stalinist orgarisations forces these parties to

speaekers from reformist or

mobilise at least soise of their support.

What we object to is that these speakers should

be given a platform without any ~uice from the
*evolutic cnary left in Britain.

Although the speaker [yom Radio
Renascenca s

a rzvolutionary, the

weight of the British speakers suggested that

the demons
of the PCP,

we-been called in support

The British O hrd inar faread ta

mobilise a section cof its cur.port for this

f

demonsis icn, o;*_tly Ly the pressure from

I
the revolutionary le 1d partly as an attcmpt
to recover from its cwn failure to do any
-Izdarx‘cy work on Icrtugal up until now. The
Lab~ur Party left managzoed to mobilise at
mc. dO people. Whenthe fact that a section
of the CP contingent were shouting 'PCP' is
added in, it is clear how a demonstration
consisting overwhe Imingly of revolutionaries
was being turned into a derionsiration of
~ pport for the PCP a4 4 result of the actions
“uf the PWCC comrades ix London.

Durmrr the demonsiration itself we again
p; sroached Alvaro Miranda of the PWCC and

cinted out to hirmn that we were a majority of
he demonstration. We repctted, very
trmly, our request for g speaker who would
p t a revolutionary line on so;: 21da. vy with

('9'"'1

)

ortugal. He again refused,

We then pointed out hnr our conce

the united front did not inciude building up an

i sunnori for rofoviniaea

ub any opportunity of reply.

. AF.

the ©WCC in London retus:

to ailow us to put our point of view i a
frar:rnax fashion “rors the platform we woull
be forced to demonsirate our disa-reements

with re {c rmism from the floor.

It was clear to Miranda that & large

ortion of the audience sunporicd 2UuT position
p E !

and were

considered exiremn provecation. It was also
clear that should our stewards be unable s
control them the meceti ngowas likely to end
prompily and unpleas He then agreed

to allow us a

However, when it ¢ to introducing the
Socialist Worker speaker, Miranda insisted
on denouncing us as ‘splitters! for wanting
our speaker, and accused us of blackmail in
cur attempts to gain a hearing. In his
attemipt to prove that it was wrong for a
revolutionary organisation with the barkmg of
at least 50 per cent of the audicnce ‘o dern and
speaker he descenled to the method and
rhetoric which have leng characterisea
alinist organisations .

It was, perhaps by accident, perhaps by
arrangement, the stalinists in the audience
who answered his appeal. A section of the
CP atiempted to prevent the SW speaker

addressing the reeting . atlacking him and

accusing him of heing » fascis: arnd CIA
agent. It was only the prompt action of our
members who silenced this scum and
restored order that rrevented the me. 2ting

degenerating into a brawl in {ull view of the

i

capitalist press

’We apologise 7ox 2welling ct . . h ie ngth
ou these details, but we feel that they iilustr -
ate the political d“gcvzcratlon of the PWCC in

Londen and could have Very sericus con-
seavences for the future of solidarity work in
Britain.

In the British contexr we see it as
important %\hnt the CP be involved in
solidarity *\3\ 'ork. They will not do this
willingly . Thcv are as embarrassed by the
Portugue:é revolution as they are by the
Chileamwdefeat. What they wish to do over
Portugal is to go through the rmotions of
selidarity without their members having to
do anythi ng in the factories. The limits
they wish to set on sol; idarity are fine
sounding resolutions at conferences .

They will have to be forced into
solidarity action. It js quite possible that
if the PCE accepts attacks on workers as
the price for remaining in the governmoent
in Portugal they wiil opposs so

action in Britain,

ioining m}m them on concrete
Garity wctions. Only in this way can we
file of the CP ¢
away from the reformist ideas of

WiEine 1

o solidarity




To refuse a political confrontation with
the CP is to play into the hands of reform-
ism. We then would be in the position of
mobilising revolutionary workers to give
support to reformist politics.

This has long been the position of a
number of groups in Britain like the
Instit ute for Workers' Control and the IMG
It has never been the position of the Inter -
national Socialists.

Those members of the PWCC who have
seen fit to remain in London during the
Portuguese revolution are following the :
same line. However much they may claim
to be revolutionaries they are, in practice,
providing a left-wing cover for the
manoeuvres of the reformists in Britain
and Portugal. »

It is true that when we launched the national
campaign on Portugal, we did not ourselves
have 2ll the resources necegsary to sustain
that work. Conscquently we” relied on to an
extent, PWCC speakers, on the information in
Our Common Struggle (which we had previously
persuaded them to produce, and since assisted
in publication), on their links and contacts
with Poitugel, and in particwlarly vith,
Portuguese workers. At the same tiue we helped
them in a number of vays; the majority of N
their TU oifiliates vere won by I 3 members, ‘
we also raised money, publicised their bulletin
etc,

Y
Howsver, in asmuch as we devended on the PWOC
for resources in the past, that situation has
now changed. After consistent coverage in
the paper and the journal, a series of training
schools, every member should be well informed
on the situation, and able to raise and discuss
the issues, In addition, literally hundreds
of comrades have been to Portugal, scnding in
inf%rmation at least once a week, another
working heve fulltime, And we arc building
the links with Portuguese workers directly -
the potential for this worl has been shown by
the results of the shop stewards delegation
to Portugal. We now have a solid basis for
concrete sclidarity work in Massey Furgusons,
Leyland, and in the building and engineering
industries.

In short we now have fle ability and the
resources to sustain the level of work that
the situation in Portugal demands.

Our prime duty is to take solidarity with the
Portuguese workers revolution sut of the
straight jacket of sectarien committees.

Portugel develops the press propagenda ably
backed by the Labour Party and the TUC will be
attempting to mobilise opinion in support of
Soares, We will be the enly people trying to
effectively raise support for the Portuguese
workers struggle for power and their autonomous
organisation., This will be in opposition to

our so called 'labour leaders!, It's imperative
that we fight within our labour movement for

rank and file suppor: here for the workers
organisations in Portugal, On steward Cormitteeg,
TU branches, Trades Councils etc even LP or CP
diehards must be pushed into the position of
supporting the Portuguese workers., !'laybe

you disagree with our interpretation of the .
PSP or CP role but let's at least agree to
support the workers own organisations - the
workerg councils! should be the kind of

argument., 'If you don't believe us lel's send
our own delegation - the RFOC Hands Off Portugal
TU Cttee will willingly set sbch visits up.!

It's by such rank aud file work that we can build
a united front within the class onsthe issue.

The RFPOC call for a Bands _° ¢ Porztugal Campaign
mist be supported. Local conmittees st be
Lased on TU delegates. That is the only way

to guarantee that the campaign attempts to
relate to class forces. Local committees

based on representsiives of unrepresentatdve
sects of 1uG, VWorkers Wight, and Uncle Tom
Cobly and all is a sure recipe for sterile
argument end no action. Tae local TU delegates
committees based cround the Hands of Portugal
—~ TU Committee will be open to people of any
political grouping but only os a representative
of & TU body. Thais will prevent futile sectar-
ienism and lay the basis for real unity amongst
leading sections of the class. Such local

comnittees chould be formed around the RIFOC'g

L for official blacking agninst Franor's
Sapin

®action o
in Bri
operate

the economic blockade, particularly=
conbine commitices of componies that
in Portugal

¥eountering

information
end file papers, trad
steword committee bulletins;
Common Struggle, the

Yyl

PSR G SN

3
wion Jow a
by reuding and sellin
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and by raising r
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We should welcome the opportunity vo argue
our pelitics. The lessons for Britain can be
drawr. very clearly; we should nnt waste the
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<

Thew o is no doubt
a2 golidarity can
S0, dn the nonmth
creenisation 1
Britich working 07 ass solidarity with the
Poriuguese revolution., Ve hove already °
proavced thonsands of p posters, leaflets, badees,
plas numdreds o1 articlies in 8 VW, pazpnlets
e Jourmals, and collected £4170.35

Ve have printed liter ature, for TAP wor]fers in
Lisbon airport, b;ou'rm Uur’cw”’ue.,e
soldievrs to snesk to British trade uni.ox
orgamlma Gelegations of Briich workers +o
meet their Portusuese comrades.
ma‘,or.z. ~of the Portugal 3

N
hy

We formed the

demonstration,

In short, we have now laid the ground for the
offengive, +dth the gol idarity campugin, ond
with our analys of *he gitnation in Portugal,
outlined in the special iesue of the journal
‘Portugal at the Crossroads'. We should not
be shy of our relat nship with the PRP, We
have disusreements with them, mecst sprlou.oly
of their failure %o turn seriously to building
tlonaxy party. Thrﬁe disagrae--
Y i, and

ouppul b L0X The Pri 1s
and our stra
S umider s
20 the Jeft

gy will certainly
tlack and argument from other

tae Commmot Party is will argued
at the Crossroads. We should take
e with —wank and file party members,




The following comments are only on the sctually untrue, grossly
misleading stetements in the erticle, which is writtcn in an extremely
self-righteous tone. The article is packed with snide insinustions

such es the one (P3, 3rd pars) cleiming thet members of the PHCC are

a bunch of reformists who haven't got the guts to go bcck to Portugel
and fight. Beering in mind thet it is nuch essier o tell lies

then to  refute them, comredes should be able to see through the article
without much trouble.

Farstly the dishonest and largely unbrue eccount of the events leeding
up to 20 September demonstretion: '

There were three agenising meetings held before the demonstretion th ich

were attended by representatives from CP, IS.IMG, Militent, IWC, Bertrend

Russell Fonndetion, Big Fleme end Workers TFight. Throughout thess

meetings IS were esrguing for e speekor from IS end CP on the pletform,

cleiming thet the other groups werc insignificsiat end thet IS would be

mobilising the majority of the demopnstretion. This wes refused. Workers

. Fight proposed thet ell orgenisstions perticiprting should be ellcewed a .
spesker end thet there could be e relly et the boginning of the Merch
with the frevolutionery lcft! sperkers end the 'oig nemes! would be =5

the end of the merch in Hyde Perk, This wes generelly sgreed but finally
decided egeinst es imprectical as the merch wes sterting from the
embanxment where it is impossible to hold e relly. The IWCC then

proposed the following pletform: two Portugucse speskers, one Trom

Redlo Renescence, end a revolutionery soldier; an MPLA representecives

two trede unionists (ons provided by IS but speeking in his trade usion
capecity’ end one other); = !left! lebour MP, and the PWOC spesker in

the Cheir. This wes unrnimously egreed except by IS who seid thet they
would be forced to form their own pletform, which wes sgrecd by PHCC

-end the rest of the orgenising ' committec.

We do know, first hand thet IS mede an attompt to sit up = seprrsie
platform, Srmstrong wes heving e discussion in e Lisbon cefo with

a member’ of the PWCC's sister committee when the PRP frection crgeniser
et Lisnave shipyerd ceme in. He seid thst he hed been epnroached by IS
for e speeker for the demoanstrztion. He elrcedy knew of the unlidarity
Cempign demonstretion and wes not clear, sfter spesking to IS5, whet the
problem wes. When the situstion wes expleined to him he went straight to
the PRP heedquertcers to report, snd IS wes refussd e spoeker,

However, IS consistently refused to confirm whether they wore soing ehead
or not with en elternrtive pletfornm (elthough they did inform ths police
thet they were) right up unbil the merchors cabered Hyde Perk on the 20th,
despite repceted requests for clerificetion from the PWCC.

On entering the perk Hermen, Nicholls end poriks ell spoke seperet. ly to
Mirende demending o spceker on the bessis thet they made up helf ihe merch.
This is not true, elthough they were by frr  the lergest end best orgraiscd
contingent with ebout 1,500 out of somc 4,500 merchers. They finelly
threateded to prevent Hert from Speeking 1f this wss not ergreed. The FICC
werc thus bleckmeiled into egrucing to thoir demend in ordor +o avolid

the relly breeking up into 2 - fight.

The pletform finally consisted of .'Redio Renescencet, MPLG, Jeck Collins,

. dith Hert, and PWCC. Thec revolutionary soldicr wes teken i1l with
eppendicitis the dey before end was uncble to stbtend.

It is quite trus thet when introducing the IS sporker (Her
expleined thet he hed been bleckmriled into ellowing on IS

W »

pesker end hed
egreed under duress. Whether he called them splitters es is clrimed is
unclesr becsuse hs wes being drewnzd by hystcricsl scrcems of 'PRP! from
the IS contingent.

It is clso truc thet a smell group of Turkish CPers hed buoen chenting 'PCP!
et intervels on the merch, but the insinurtion thet Mirende hed orgenised



D

the ‘quite understendsble engry reection by the CP tc IS's beheviour is
quite remerkeble, s is the rtbompt to sssociste him with the ebusc
shouted by e hendful of CPsers. The meeting ncrrly developed into o fight
et this stege when ths IS stewsrds physicelly thresteded the CP hocklers
end was only stoppcd by the *ntgrventiOn of DWCC stowerds. .

When Hermen finelly cot on the pletform he was slmost hystericel end his
speech was egein drowned by rejoicing shouts of 'PRP'.

The stetement thet the PWCC rroc a bunch of rcformists who will only
provide pletforms for supportcers of the 6th provisionsl government is en
obvious end bletent 1lic, rs shown by the prescnee of o Redio Renrscence
worker on the pletform. Redio Renescence has becn utt<cﬁud consigtuntly
by the 5th and éth provisionrl goveren wvntp with threats to return the
stetion to the Cetholic church. Ia sddition, the newslottor oi the PWCC
Our Common Struggle in Wos 10 end 11 cerry long rnd criticel cnelysis

of the 5th end 6th provisionrl goveranents.

'

IS5 ere quite correct in cri thlSlﬂg Judith Herb, elthough 1t might heve

been more constructive to describe hor speech rether than the sctivitics

sie hes been lnvolved in since then. Here the PWCC opsnly edmit their

misteke in inviting her end thet it wes e serious tecticel srror. Herd

wes chosen beceuse she was the most prominent of the MP's who opposed

Sorres visit to the Lebour Prrity confirsnce., On her return from Portugel

e% the end of Lugust she in frot wes. cleimed to heve quite e good position
n Portugel. However, this repidly reverted, end in the first public

méeting she spoke #t two deys beforc the demo she defended Soeres.

The finel point on the demonstrstion. The striking thing ebouis ISs demand
for e speskcr is theat it is quite cleer they decided they wented e spescker
first end invented e !'principlc! thet thors should be & British revolutionsry
on the pletform efterwerds to Justify it. Given thet there wes e Portugusse
end Angolen gposker on the pl tform, wes it essontiecl epert from boosting
IS? ks ¢ generel rule orgenlsetluns perticipriing in e demonstretion are
expected to be et leerst minimelly disciplined ebout it. IS were clsgracefully
dﬂswuptive, ‘

Thu I

TS criticise the PWCC for refusing o poli.icel confrontetion with the CP.
They zlso sey thet the CP should be forced into ectivity on Portugel.

This is not contredictory within the context of ettempting to Luild up
serious united front on the issuc, but the behaviour of IS has only helpsd
to ‘disrupt united cction. The position of the PWOC here is rether ewkircrd
since they took the initietive in orgenising the Solldnr*ty Cempeign end
ere thersfore not clected represcntetives nd heve to cerry the Cempeign
st leest until the Februery conforcncs. - '

A1l this heving boen seid, the PUCC duscrve somu criticisnm for trying to
ble 7 over differcnces im the intorests of unity..

Finelly, the stetonent thet IS persurded the PHCC to pubiish QUS is e gross
lie. They had no sey in the decision ¢t ells Their only coatrioution wes
to typeset the first four printed issues.. :





