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Thig Bulletin will appear as a regular supplement. . © ..
to the IB and deal with the problens of our b !
Cactivity it the LP and LPYS. HMost branches have
cireadr started IP work ir a sericus monner,-ag
s bronch rveports show,  However there is
cenerally a great deal of inexperience and an |
arcent need for centralisation, This bulletin.
w“l ba onn of methods of providing naticnal: L, o0 e
cohogion o the LP work.,  LIso we hope to. produce L " m”m

a four page monthly poper specifically aimed at e

being a toel fer L? and LPYS activity ~ nore

2

details of this will follow. , e




LOCAL REPCRTS

Northampten Both DG & KB have joined and are in touch with the youth officer in
order to start an LPYS. There is at present no LPYS and no RSL.

Coventry There are four constituencies and one LPYS which is RSL dominated. At
Warwick university there is Labour Club which has no RSL but is fairly left wing.
WF cdes. have been invited tc the Labour Club meetings and there is a possibility
of starting an LPYS on a council estate neer the university. DS has been asked to
take charpge of the working class aren of his LP ward., 12sL & RL attend LPYS
meetings and there are plans to stert an LPYS on a council estate near where they
live, '

Reading In Reading cdes. are working around an LPYS branch and a left wing LP
ward which is at the moment the home of a proup dfex-Sllers. The LPYS is small and
Militant dominated. o :

Nottingham IW,PR,SL,K? have all joined variéuS'ward parties in the area. GB is a
long standing LP mecber 2nd & parish councillor in a small village with obviously
linited posgibilities, IW has proposed and got through resolutions on the Housing

Manchester investigation of various LPYS branches planned. JS has affiliated his
NUPE branch to the local ward party.

Bracknell SMC had j~ined and hag being doing werk in his ward for some time. Is now
youth officer and working to build up an LPYS. The party publishes a local newsletter
and the latest isstie containg an article by SMC on the NW24k, SMC has also proposed
a resoluticn on the NYW24, which was passed: and the party has sent a donation to the
defence fund. Bracknell LP has invited a spesker from WF to one of their meetings.

Liverpool Most of our cdes. in L/P have joined and are testing out the possibilities
in various wards and LPYS branches. . ‘ ;

Teegide TD has been approached by three LP? mebers of some standing who want to
discuss WF's politics. The cdes. are doubitful about the relevance of entry work to
their ares. :

London CB is working in an LFYS branch in South London. There are plans for enter—
ing a number of LFYS branches in North Londen but as yet this has not been carried
out.



WORK IN THE LLBOUR PARTY AND LPYS

1. Reasons for enterinp.

a) The«LP & LPYS prov1de a m111eu where eomrades can w1n an 1nf1uence, bulld a base
"and nake useful contacts.i :

b) The LPYS in partlcular prov1des an area of act1v1ty and’ tra1n1ng for potentlal
recrults before they JOln or are ready to join Workers Flght.kw

c) The LPYS is falrly large and polltlcal arena = th1s in 1tse1f would be
-sufficient reason for doing work in the LPYS, = :

d) In the run up to the general election, it is likely that the LP will be'welcoming
rather than expelling members. Weé should be prepared to make use. of this.~

e) With the 1ncrea31nﬁ1y opparent unreadiness of the trade unzon leadership:to laed
any fight against the Tory goverament, it is 1ikely that the working class will turn
towards a 'political! (i.e. perliamentary) solution and look for a Labour: fovernment
. to be returned at the next election, For us this is not the best alternative, but we
are not in a position to shape the outcome of sueh things and we must therefore be
aware of the likely. possibilities and be prepared to utilise then for the purposes

of build1ng Wbrkers F1ght. B : S

”f) The aftermath of the near general strlke 31tuat10n which occurred dur1ng the
struggle against ‘the Industrial Telations Act has been a ultra-leftish tendency in
Torkers' Fight, which has meant defficiencies in relating to the normal run of the
pelitical life of the class (whlch is inevitably: centred on hourgeois parliamentarian-
ism) -This doesn't mean that we were wrong t6 enphasise the jueetion of the!'General
Strike! slogany when a- general strike was an irmediate possibility.: But cmphasis

on a correct position can lead to ultra-leftism (or in different circunstances opport~
un51m) when the objective situation changes. We must learn how t¢ live with the
-changes: in reality wh;ch are 1nev1ﬁab1y‘r1cner and more varled than our thought or
theories. | . : LAt

g) ThevLP and LPYS also provides a training ground for comrades. Inithe1LP,we,Wi11
be forced to argue for our ideas against the right wing and against the 'Militant'
group. A treining gound for cdes. is extremely imporitant for the sharpening of
ideas, and such & ground is not provided for suffi€éietly by union work and left front
type forums., In the L? our cdes. will have to learn how to talk to, explain to and
argue with sympathetic workers, raw idealistic youth and right wing bureaucrats.

We will have to learn how to defend the politics- of Workers Fight on a whole :

- different number of. levels. S S

2, Ip Organlsatlons B

a) The LP is an electoral machlne dedlcated to organising lep—wnrk for both national
and loecal elections. L . _ v o

b) The basic unit of orpganisation is the ward, which covers the 10¢a1'e1éetera1'
division. The wards send delegates and resulotlons to the Constituency LP 1.e.
the- organlsatlonal unlt whlch covers the natlonal electoral d1v1s1on.'

¢) The constituency LP is far more political than the Ward, which is often very
parochiel. It elects cendidetes for perliament, it sends deleeatee to the national
conference and sends resulutions here, there and everywhere. The;ConStiﬁuencerP
has delevates from TU branches in its area.' “ B ' S

d) In a large 01ty where there is more than one cdﬁeituency; theére is.a Boroush
Party, which has delegates frem the contltuencles and 1s usualy concerned wlth loceol
council affairs,

e) Regional organisations exist but they are not really inportant.



f) There is a womens' organisation which can elect delegates to the constituency
LP, The importance of the womens' organisations vary from area to area but they
might well be worth investigating.

g) The LPYS is the most political organisation of the LP and it usually neets
weekly. It should be crzenised on a congtituency basis but often combines several
constituencies. It sends delegates to the constituency party, It holds regional
and national conferences. It is heavily infilirated by the RSL ("Militant") who
naintain it at a small introverted discussion level. In their own words they want
the IPYS to be a "school for Marxism"., This is cuite correct except that the 1IISL
in. fact mean it .to be a "classroom for Marzisn", If it is to be/%eal schocl for
Marxism then its activity rust ‘be linked with the strupgles of ell those oppressed
by capltallsm

v 3.’ Our,Tactlcs' -

Gur emphasis in the LP and LPYS rmst be a campaigning one. That/%g fight for
support: for politcal campaigns such ag the NW24, Ireland, and against the Tory
Rents Bet, VWe attempt to recruit to the LFYS and also to Workers Fight by turning
the branches outward, in contrast to the passive discussion orientation of the RSL,

This means a concetration on the LPYS which because of its more political nature

can be used as a 'stepping stome' to Workers' Fight. If no IFYS branch exists
then we can volunteer to set one up -« this may well be 2 necessary starting point
for gaining a base. If our cdes. are too 0ld to be LPYS pombers then it often quite
“easy to becone ‘the- Youth Offlcer of the conpt1tuency Larty.

* We should emphas1se polltlcal dlSOUSSIOH at a11 levels and in this connect1on, a
ugeful position to aim for is .Fducation Offlcer of. the constituency or ward. This
position, however, ig- second best to Youth Oxflcer.‘ Sortetimes a locel newsletter

can be 1n1t1ated. : : Co

We ' can. also aim at becomlnu TU branch deleﬂates to the constituency LP, which .
provides a 'footing' in the Party w1thout 601ng a load ol voutine work. - '

by Building the LPYS,

a) Turn outwards and recruit on the basis of campeipgns.

- Fight within the LPYS branches for certain campaigns ~ d.e. in solidarity -
wlth gtrikes or tenant strugsles, arsinst racialism or fascist meetings, on Irelan
(Withdrow the troops campaings. — particular relevant to certsin areas),ﬁor :
around such issues as the NMW24. DBy figh t1nu/ad intitieting such canpaigns-we will
at the same time be fig ating for our polities -~ +thus the ain of building 'Workers
Fight' and also bu11311~ the LPYS bronches are in no wey contradictory. ‘

¢y It may be posgible to imvolve students through University or College Labour
Clubs, but very often there are a lct more politicol areas in the colleges.

d) . Sell Workers Fight pub 11catloas arcund- cafes, parks, Techs and other places
where youa ‘people meet. 'Yorkers Flvht'at the nonent is not a paper primerily .-
directed towards this sort of LPYS‘work but it shculd still Le uged in this way.
We plan to start a moxthly raper before long whlch will Dbe gpecifically directed
towards LPYS work. . A A

' e) uoclal act1v1ty (ravular JISCGS,.GHE off dances, folk clubs) Thesge éhould
arige vhen the LTYS prows ond cur cdes. don't hove to do all the worlk, It is
useful and inportant for workux’y class ycuth but not in the manner of the SIL as a
subsgtitute for pol1tlcv or as a way of startlnv branches. ,

f) Use revlonal and national coaferences as a way of con*actlaw cther LPYS
branches.



5. Work in the IP

a) This rmst take second place to IPYS work but may well he as importént depenﬁing
on the area ~ for example in Clay Cross, an exceptional situsticn would meke work
in the LP an absolute priority.

b) The esgsence once agein is te turn outwards = in tbe wards to the te'uqts assoclat-
ionsg anﬂ in the codstluue101es to riore yolltlcal campalﬁﬂs.

c) P1~H+ for and initiate educatlon prowramnes and a local newsletter.

uJ) Recrult from broad canpaipgns arounﬁ worlking class<strubules on the sosis of

. fighting within the Labour Party to make it truely responsible to the interests of
the working class. Clearly if there were to be mejor turn of the class towards the
1P ther this would be our nmajor ermphasis, but as was pointed out this is not the
prine perspective for entry work. However as with all cther suestions regerding the
LP their is tremendous local uneveness and in sorie areas it may well be the correct
approach. If we could see on irmediate possibility of turning the IP Jacn1ne into

a weapon of the class, even ln a very localised and partial manner, then it would

be entirely correct and necessary to recruit to the LP in this way.

w -

5) Ceutionary Notes.

a) The LP ig not a "left group". It is based on the link with the trade unions

nd the nosgive silent, and very cften nrudging, loyalty of the working class. fletivity
ebbs and flows but the working class trade union bese of the LP remains, Se that,
althoupgh there mey he only half a Jdozen members present at a ward meetlng, there will

- be magsive turnout wheﬂ the necessity arises. :

by A Iot of I members are politically confused and will listen to ocur ar-uments if
they are presented }roperly, in an expanatory rother than en accusotory menner -

but remember they do havé a strong class lovolty to the LP, which should rot be
confused w1th any loyalty to the LP leaﬂersdlp.

vc) Act1v1ty is slow and electoral in emph3818.

d) Ve tmst ot then rush in and kxck over the takle at the fl“st meetlrn. Ye can
learn and teach more by listening and by throwing in the odd ruestion than by naking
long speeches with the ath degree of theorhtlcal exactltade. :

£f) It is not irmoral to sit and to listen.  To pick out the most class conscious
nertberg, to exploin our polltlcs to, then honestly and at the' same timg avoid falling
into the hands of the right wing.  'Workers Fight' is not a proscribed organisation
and recent trends would indicate that we don't have to be as careful as was the case
ten years ago -~ but we have to be aware of the da1gers ronetheless.

g) Ve are entering tne LP, a hostlle bourpe01s party, in order to baild up Wbrkers
Fight. If the tactic is carried out sericusly then we can transfnrm the group both
numerically and cualitetively in terms of the training of our cadres, Tact and

careful planning are of the essence - we do not want to foul up our taetic before
ve get started, , ' B '

DavefSpéhcer

WHY THE LABORR PARTY?

Workers Fight has dec1ded to operate a partlal entry tactlc in relatlon to the Labour
Party. This decision was argued for on the basis of such considerations as the
training of our. cadres, the immediate tasks of building Workers Fight and connected
with this the necessity of a 'milicu' in which to work., However it is also necessary
to know why we have to relate to the Labour Party, -uite apart from the irmideiate
tactical situation. We have to: understand the relation 1ship between the Lebour Party
and the working class and the relationship between the trade union struggle of the
worklng class and the broader political struggle,



Firstly it rmst be understcod that if a worker votes for Labour or thinks of
hingelf being "Labour", then this doesn't doesn't by any stretch of the imagination
mean that he holds consistent parliamentery illusions or that he places 1u11 faith in

the Labour Party.

It is worth 111ustrat1qg thig rather obvious point with an example. Last year
while the dockers were picketing Chobhan Farm Cold Stores, prior to the jailing of
the Pentonville 5, I went down to the picket %o sell the paper. Talking to the
dockers I raised the swestion of the General Strike. #11 around us were nen who were
just dying to see the cops lay a finger on Steer, Tarner, Watkins, Williams or Clancy.
It was ac if the dockers thought that here was a chance to beat the police to a pulp
or throw then in the mirror. /And yet in the discussion on the General Strike the
same agoressive,self assertive spirit, while being reflected on the part of the dockers
in their willingness to bring everyone out together, was newated by the statenment
"still even if we won it'd only be Labour that would get in and that wouldn't nake
any dlfference" : :

Lt 1ag€ *sﬁé"ﬁeﬁlent Hy vexiy"" e
“1t sua'c*ests. We can’ emimerate thetﬁ as followé'*

W

‘éll tﬁé %ﬂtéfnal contraﬂlct1ons

YR . [’g“ﬁzw nf

1 ... we Wlll smash the pol1ce

2 ... we will meke & general strike

% .s0.we have no confidence in Labour

BUT

l.... Labour's bound to get in

2 ..o 1I'1Y be one of the people putt1np in it
v 3 ses If 1t isn't Tory 1t has got to be Labour

The flrst group of statements express “the nreatest opt1m1sm an] combat1v1ty and appear
to show a degree of political far-sightedness and ideclogical clarity. But the
second group of statements, all part of the ‘sanme converstalon, display pe331u1sm,
defeatlsm, p3331v1ty and confusion. :

Why this confus1on? What is the nature of the contrast between the defeatist
and the self confident statements? BSimply this: the defeatist statenents relate
to guestions concerned with the rumning of society as a whole, while the self-confident
ones relate to questions concerned with the dockers' own strugpgle and that of their
immediate associates. In other words the reaction to the irmediote and to g degree
fropmentary ~uestions was positive; tne reactlon to the distant and nation~wide,
society-wide juesticns was not. o

Can we say that the docker was clear about the irmediate tasks but confused about
the long term ones? Partly, but it is more conplax becansge the linits of the irmediate
were def1ned by the confusion about the long termn. .

Faded w1ﬁh‘aﬁ immedidt@ sﬁtuatloﬁ the do'eker félt‘édﬂfidedﬁ"énd“competent, hut
faced with the didea ‘of elaboratlﬁg‘an alternat1ve td the government or'a prosramme
~ for the whole of soclety he' lapsed back 1nto what was famlllar. :
To ‘say that this ‘docker had 111us:ons ‘ebout Lebeur is about ae vseful ‘as a hoje
in the head. Lfter all his idea that Labour and Tory are the same is true (as for as
their political characterisation is concerned), while his assurmtion,’ irplied in the
fact that he was sure they would get in again, that he would vete for them next tine
round seems to contradict this. The illusions, if that is what we are to call then,
are these: ‘ . S ‘
1 ... that rarllamentary electlons is t&e way you get governueats (after 311 for
all the talk of a general striké, he was still thinking about Votlﬂ”)
2 ... that the working class is not sufficiently creatlve, intelligent and united
to thrOW'ur a forn of governnent which will at least be held to protect their gains.

The illusions then are rmich more to do Wlth the very general i eas about class
potential which are inseparablc von consciousness and feelings of confidence, than
they are to do with ideas like "wabour will get me Soeialisn", "Labour always
protects the working nan" or "Labour would be all risht without Wilson". The people



who put forward the idea of "Lahour to power with Sccialist Policies" obviously
believe that the illusions consist of ~uite specific ideas about the Labour Party
rather than general ideag about parliementary denmocracy.

What I have said about this conversation with a docker can be opplied to the
working class' attitude towards Labour and politics a2s a whole. The irmediate,
thet ig trade union gphere, can reveal grzot nilitency, while the parliamentary
sphere reveals it not a2t 211, But we are dealing with one and the same person, The
nilitent trade unionist is in no way debarred frou being passive in relation to what
he would call politics,

In o period when the working class has received a whole number of blows this
digtinction becomes sharper. That ig, the nilitent faced with nation~wide, society-
wide attacks (Housing Finance lct, ID lLct, Phases 1,2 & 3 etc, )feels, given the sell~
outs of the trade union leaders, incapable of radically changing their situation,
without & society-wide answer being found. Lnd who are the boys who give society—
wide answers? The parliamentary perties. .nd thot means Labour.

It is therefore likly that the attention of the working class will be focused
on the Labour Party. But this sheuldn't be misunderstood. he "turn towards Labour
is not so tangible a thing as many imagine. It does not nanifest itself in the
eicht old age pensioners and a cat of venerable nemory being replaced by a thousand
staaming npilitants. It peans that the class will be looking tewards the Labour
porty, observing and evaluating and this will result in marginally greater activity
in the Labour orpganisations.

If we see the helding back of the frapmentary trade union strugzle fron its
riost favourable outcome (i.e. in particular a general strike). If we see this
perspective as, if not inmpossible then increagingly unlikely, then we have to relat:
to the alternative, mormal' forn of society wide focus, the prograrmme and the
organisation that the class looks towards.

This is whot we mean by a "progammetic relationship". Ue realise that it is
Labour, and Labour's prograrme, that we have to relate to ... and primarily by
contrast to our prcgrarme.

This involves us, given the toctical situation (our ecize, lack of periphery,
lack of trained cadres) in Doth o partial entry tactic and — this is on essential
weapon in cur hands -~ an action prograrme, We will in this way both avoid the
arid "LP to power with Socialist Pclicies" idea, which has no pregrammatic basis
end the ultra left stand-offishness of those whe will not get 4o grips with the
spectre of the Lebour Party a2s it presents itself to the vasy majority of the
working class.



