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EDITORIAL

THE CLASS STRUGGLE IN IRELAND

A surprise guest, Terence 0'Neill, opened the N.I, Regional Conference of the A.T.G.%.U.
last Auvbumn., Of his hosts, he had this to say: "In this job I have had a chance to meet
many of the leading trade unionists here in Ulster, I have been greatly cncouraged to fi
nd how many of them do in fact think in this long~term dimension. It is no secret that
most of those who are planning big new enterprises here have discussions with union rep-
resentatives at a very early stage. If these union men were restrictive or narrvow-minded
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they could very casily lose for us thesc promising new developmerds .
But this is not the case..." 4ind no doubt, his hearers were gratif-
ied. In the Nerth, where the TUC was not even recogmised a short
while ago, clasa colinboration thrives.

THE FPROGRESS OF CL4SS COLLABORATION

And in the South toc, class collsboration progresses. 4 document has
come into our hands, written by Ruaidhri Roberts, Scorctary of the
ICTU, and marked: ENFIRELY CONFIDENTIAL. ON NO ACCOURY TO BE ~UBLI-
SHED OR.DISCUSSIED, This document, a note of the positions adopted by

Worklng Commltbb of the ICTU in meetings with Department of Lobour
officials, shous tho cxbont of the agreement and collusion between
.the commardins h,l!dus of the trade union burcaucracy - particularly
the ITGWH - aaﬁ the Fianna Feil government.

" The Denartmunt of Yebhour sugcbsted geven points for dlscusslon. These,
affecting their mutual rclations, and how to comtrol the common enemy
- +the rank and file -~ are of equal concern to burcavcrats and
bosses alike.

Point T mocks at the old Larkinite slogan Onc Bipg Union by propos-
ing that Groups of Unions be set up in a given industry, the Group

to then obtain o Group Negotiating Licence from the State. Only
Unicns in the Group would have the right to strike. The document
says frankly that the purpose of this is to remowe "much of the ine-
entive to establish breakaway unions since no breokaway unions could
in fact securc chanmes in the corresponding National Agreement except
by negotiating through the Group and with its concurrance." The
Iicence would be given to zll exewpt those "whose membership was def-
ined as negligible,"

What they considor neglipgible is shown in Point 6: "We have already
agreed o limit the risght to form new unions to groups of 500 work-
ers. We have agrced to the £5,000 lodgement for a Nepotiation Lic-
ence and it is sugrested that, with due repard to the spirit of the
Convention on Frcedom of Association a reasonsble time limitation,
say a year of 18 months, should be imposed.”

Under the heading Unofficial Strikes the document shows us why the
minister wished to prevent any worker expelled from a union from join-
ing another for at least six months. This "was to assist unions
which might be loath to impose pensltics on members after an wnoffic-
ial strike, lest the member transfer to another union." With state
bolatered Big Uniocns, and a limitation on new smell oncs, this would
be very difficult onyvay.

The Document ~ocs ont "The question arises as to whether unofficial
gtrikes should be illegal.... illegality might apply not to the str-
ike, but to the act of picketing". It proposes that picketing during
unofficial or soliderity strikes should be illcgol.

A final note of swectness was added to this hepyy plan of the loeal
Tammany hands by agrecment that the state should compensate trade
union officials madc redurdant by amalpgsmations.
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The document we have becn guoting was thrown out by the ICIU Con-
ference. .ut the men responsible for it were not: they are still in
control, amd they arc still the most reliable prop of the lrish capit-
alist system, an csseibial limb of the hosses' political ard economic
establishment, with the specizl task of conbtrolling and policing the
workers.  And never hag the bourgeoisie needed thoem more,

The Irish ruling class is in serious trouble, causht between a milit-
ant working clags and overpoweringly strong neighbours. Britain's
steady movement towords the Commen Market, pulling her puppet after
her on a string, briacs no comfort at all., To prepare for heightening
competition they must cut costs, amalgamate firms and fight to reduce
relative labour cogts. This calls for massive capitsl investment,
which, because the Irish cepitalists find it more profitable to invest
well over £500m,. overscas, can only be achieved by foreign investment.
But the story of the attempt to develop Ireland in that way is a gtudy
in the ironies of a market economy.

ROLLER  COASTER ECONCMY

With the repeal of the Protection of Mamifactures Act in 1958 Europ-
ean and US capital flowed into the country, attracted by cheap labour
and easy access to the British market. Taking off from a very low

!} base Irish industry bepgan a ra ?ld expansion. Trom 1952-58 total ex-

panslon.had amounted to only 23%. Ln the next-six years growth equa-
lled 28%%, The number of industrial workers yose by 45,000, But wages,
whose lownegs had becn o main abttroction, alseo ioge, In the first 5
Jeers of the First Propgramme, wages rose by 22%, to only 10k 15%
short of the British level. The balance cof forces on shop and factory
fTBE?‘&HEﬁ?@G IO IEYPC LOCursions were made imto the prerqghtlves‘af
mETEgement. Growth began to undermine the confitions which Had att=-
racted forelgn investment. Undesirable as this situation was to the
bourgeoisie, they were powerless to chanpge it while an expanding ec-
onomy continued in Britain, offering alternative employment to vietim
ised casualties of the Irish working class struggle.

Then in 1965 things bepan to get difficult for Britain and a parallel
deterioration followed, as a mgbter of course, in Ireland. For the
first quarter, Irigh industrial production rose only ggias agains 137
for the same pcriod the year before, A record deficit déveloped,
serves fell, Then came the most serious blow of all, underlining once
apaTrtheaimost tTtal dépendence on.the-British ccondmy, WALoHD tAKSE

70% of exports =~ the 15% i ed by Britain cn all imports.
TtwES Tty whtteh " finelly pushed Lomaqs into the 4,I,5.T,4, = the new _

“Act of Union.

Faced with the row gituation Lemass turned like a corncred rat on the
trade unions., The Irigh Telephonist Assoclation pickets were arrested
and Lemass prepercd to use the Offences Ageinst the State 4Lct to brow-
beat the unions into lins, The reaction of the rank and file in the
labour movement, as demonstrated by the spontanctus sympathetic strikes
and marches and the protest rally orcanised by the National Civil
Liberties League forced Lemass to draw back at that moment, but did

not alter the fundasmentel pressure upon him to have a showdown with
the working class. Thus we had the Electricity {Special Provisions)
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Act. Nor did it alber the determination of the rank and file of the
labour movement to strike back, bypassing the officisl Lebour bureau-
cracy and drawing morc and more workers into the strugsgle, including
Irish workers in emipration and sections of the British labour move-
ment, as witnessed by the demonstration ocutside the TFrecc State Embassy
in London.

()iBut two new factors then altered the situation. TFirst,the demonstrat-
ion of Wilson's desire and ability to create uncmployment gave Lemass
gsomething tangible to wait for. Second, the £20m. improvement in the
trading balance pgave him a breathing space. ¥e warned in Irish Milit-
ant that YLemass will try to take advanbtage of this breathing space
to put himself in a better position for the next showdown with Lebour
eses He will certoinly try to force his supporters in the trade unions
to stand up and be counted,”

Amid growing pressure for o showlown with the workers, they have begun
to stand up.

THE CURRENT SITUATICI 3  QILING THZ SCREWD

Reporting at the ond of March on the state of the Republic's economy
. = after the rostrictions imposged in 1965 %0 check tho deterioration
in the balance of payments situation - the 0.E,C.D. noted that there
- had been a hig improvement in the balance of payments. But growth
- had fellen well below the avernge for the boom years 1958-64, The
_ targets for the remeinder of the Becond Programme of Boonomic expans-—
M ion had been drestically lowered: Unemployment had risen to 75,000
and concurrently emigration had Jumped EU GO0 Industrial produch-
.ion hod showed hardly any increase at oll in 1966. In other words,
‘ while the Balance of Poyments operetion was an undoubted success, the
{ppatient stopped breathinig 1n the process. How to start 1t breathing

fgain, and who 1s to »ay for the necessary blecod transifusion, is the
problem facing the rulers - and their hoenchmen in the labour movement.

On Pebruary hth the Federated Union of Employers had scquealed about
the rigours of capitalist competition as reflected in unit labour
costs. For the first 9 months of 1966 unit wage costs rose 7% in
Irish industry, while in wage-frecze U.K. they rode by only 5%%. And
for the guarter from September they rosec 7.%% as against only LA% for
for the UK., The F.U.E, declared that if concessicns were made to
workers "our" competitive position would deteriorate further: TThe
Coungil (of the FUR) noted with concern that substantial increases

in wages had been iven, ee!

The Parliamentary Sceretary to the Minister of Agriculture pin-points
the situation for his class: "The questicn of costs is all important.
In 1966, while industrial output tended to be rather slugeish, costs
were increased by o substantial wage rise. Incomes in British ind-~
ustry = which provides the main competition to our goods in Britain
arrl here -~ at the sanc time werc subject to a wage freoeze, and are
still being kept under severe retsraint."

Clearly the lrish copitalists are lagging dangercusly behind their
UK pacemokers in holding down wages - but they haven't got such an
absolutely efficient and nowerful team of labour renegades to assist




( them. Not quite., INot yet.

(

The Irish Times (10,3.67) under a heading GROWIH IMPCSSIELE
WITHOUT SACRIFICE OF DMPROVEHMENTS IN LIVIRG STANDARDS, reported
The President of the F.I.I., Mr.Sydney E.Gibson: "...The positive
steps necessary to achieve industrial growth could aot be taken
without some sacrifice of the present plans to improve living
standards.t (However, he took care to add that "it was necessary
to get rid of the 'highly dangerous notion' that profits were

! something undegirsble!". )

The Nat. Ind. and Economic Council report of 18.3.67 took up the
same cry. "T0 mointein competitiveness, the relationship between
increages in total money incomes and increases in Hational Produc—
tion must be the same here as in the coumtries with which Ireland
trades. To improve competitiveness, the rate of increase in money
income relative to productivity must be somewhat slower here than
in neighbouring countries." Like Gibson, the incomes the NIEC
have in mind are exclusively those of the workers.

The 0.B.C.D. report we quoted insists that the “rish capitalists
hurry to catch up with Britain: "Progress towards = better combtrol
of wages and ssleries and other incomes would scom to be a matter
of some urgency."

How to try to control wages and salaries is tho decisive question
for the imaclists fubure. The Irish Times (31.3.67) reported
Lobour Minister Tillery, under the headline VOLUNLARY SYSTEM MAY
AVE. LRG0 ¢ "The Govermment is reluctant t0 interfere in a s1t-
ustion where what has to be done can best be done on the basis of
voluntary restraint. If this restraint is not forthcoming ... it
ig foolish to think the Govermment should Ao no more than sit by
the waters of Babylon and weep, for fear of trcading on dreams
that are charged with emotion,.." In face of danger to the whole
economic structurc the government ... "will have to change thijz)

system if it becomes s sericus threat to the well-being of the
Netion,™

WHCSE  SOCLAL AND ECONOMIC OBJECITVES ?

4 few days later, the Irish Times itself weighed in to sum up with
two articles by a special correspondent. ~rointing out that the
existence for 20 years of the Lebour Courts hes added to the diff-
jculties of comtrolling the labcur foree, it - surprisingly for
some = came down in favour of Collective bargeiningl! "There is
nothing radically wrong with ccllective bargaining as such, other
than its unrestricted freedom") ALl that was needed was in fact
s new legal framework to po with an Incomes folicy: '"Free coll-
ective bargnining under control" was the answer...'the social and
economic objectives of today cannot be realised if the traditions
freedom of collective bargaining remains unfettered...”

W

THR CRISIS OF LEADERSHIP

How this links up with the document of the W,C. of the ICTU will

be cbvious. 4 mumber of things are therefore clear, The govern-—t
men
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strategy is mOtelled on the example of the new British system. They
will strenpgthen the laws te petn more direct control of the unions,
and they will do it in such a way that the trade union bureaucracy,
on which their stratepgy depends, is itself strengthened: and they
will back this up with incessant propaganda about the National Int-
erest, all directed towards making the working clagss bear the wel-
ght of the problems of Irish capitalism. The Union Big Boys are
being enlisted more actively as junior partners in the lNational
Cepitalist Firm, The various ideas being alred - for making
picketing in unofficial and sympothetic strikes illegal, ways of
preventing brecakeway unions, the proposal to prevent workers expell-
ed from a union from joining another for 6 months, the proposal to
1ift the protection of the 1906 Trades Disputes Act for 3 months
after a wage settlement - ell point in this direction.

At a time when 21l the nressures have built up for an onslaught on
the conditions of the worlding class, we see a growing together -
even more than formerly -~ of labour leaders and capitalists. The
class forces are lining up for a confrontation, and the strongest
and best fortified weapon of the capitalists is the Lebour 'leader-
ship', standing at the head of the column of ILakour as their open
and shameless ccllakorators.

Climbing on the backs of the working class by way of the union
machine, the burcaucrats become emersed in the way of life, outloock
and smug, easy acceptance of the system, of the typical middle cl-
ass. They live by trading the workers over the counter. At their
most daring they think only of a higher pricc for the labour of
the workers - or o fow state-administered reforms: when the Nat-
ional Capitelist tirm, in which they gratefully rccosnise their
position as jumior ortner, gets in difficultics, they naturally
accept wage rustroint - after all, it doesn't affect their stan-
dards. Willinr to ofmit the defects of cepitalism, and even to
make socialist sounding noises after Mass on Sundays, they still
see copitalism as ncrmanent. 4 serious fight to mobilise the
workers to renlace the present system can have no plave in their
calculations. ibove 211, the idea of the working class rising to
emancipate itself by abolishing the class system is inconceiveble
to these people, who spend & large part of their working lives
dealing with the bosscs behind the backs of the workers. They
cannot lead the working class anywhere other than the hosses'
fleecing pen.

Lynch's friend Roberts said at the Law Students Debating Society
recently: "Wages had to be fought for. The determination of what
the workers get in thce capitalist system must always be decided

by conflict," He then went on to consider ways of avoiding confl-
ict! This general recognises the class strugple - but as something
t0 avoid rather than fight.

CHRISTIAN PLHE

The Labour Jartics, North and South, are in the samc line of bus-
iness, Typiocally, Brendan Halligan, new Political Director of the
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of the L.2., geve this account of himself on his appointments

YWhat we are secking to research anl devclop is a leftist philoso-
phy within o Christion milieu. we will explore the Christian phil-
osophy as the Irish people have it and see what it means in pract-
joal politieal tcrms to the Left," {I,T. 24.3.67) 4nd good luck

to him too. Bub what it has to do with the impending struggles of
the cless his party names itsclf after is preciscly nothing. Neither
was it intcended to,

Such leadershins have betrayed the workers in crisis after crisis.
They are the dircet conductors of the demoralising propaganda of
the bourseoisie ints the ranks of the workers. then the fecble
capitelists whine for a wage cut so as to maintein their profits
in face of internstional difficulties, or because the British rul-~
ing class (aided by their Roberts & Co.) have managed to do it -~
these Lebour leaders Ao not say bluntly: "You orgenise this system
- therefore you arc responsible for what happens in it, you must
bear its burdens. And if you can't, then get off our backs and we
will build a different system". ¥hat they do is make speeches ab-
cut roalsing productivity . and make sclf-serving deals with the
bogscs' state.

We heve said syoin and again in IRISH MILITAIT and WVOREERS' REFUB-
LIC that the wojer weckness of Irish labour is the trecachery of
the existin: locdership. The main, most pressing task for Irish
Marxists and militonts is to build in strugple against these rene-
gades a revolutionnry socialist party based on the traditions of
Connelly amd the lessons learned and codified in the founding pro-

remme of the TFourth Internationsl. A complcte transformation of
the dominant outlook, philosophy, leadership and orgamisation of
the Irish working dlass movement is urgently nceded.

CRGANISE THE PRANK AND FILE

In the period leading to the crucial ICTU Conference in July , and
in preparation for the battles to come, what arc the concrete
steps towards fusing the programme and theory of class struggle
that is Marxism, with the actual struggle? Merxists must develop
in practical detoil o strategy of battle for the defonce of our
class. #e must call into unmited action the disorgamised and diff-
used militants, socialists and other would-be revolutiorists (i.e.
those Republicans secking a way forward, who won't be satisfied
with the potit-bourgeois pink tint which embarrassment at its own
political nakedness hag put on the face of Sinn Fein) for a defence
that becomes an offensive against cepitalism and the remaining
bastions of Imperialism,

4 major step forward would be the coming topether of the separate
and isclated groups of trade union militants with those fighting
for socialism in the Lebour Parties. This could have its beginning
in organising defenece measures against the threstening wage freeze;
in opposition to sbate control - and for rank and file control - of
¥ the unions; the development of an inmter-union movemend of the rank
and file 4o mobilise the class and co~-ordinate the strugele ageinst
the anti-lnbour united front of the state and thc union bureaucrady.
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This would necessarily mean a return to the class approach, labour
solidarity. Only ZLarkin's great message & Blow Apainst One Is A
Blow Against 411, meaning in practice the sympathetic strike, could
serve as & guidline for a serious inter-union rank and file move-
ment.

At the same time Leobour Party socianlists must turn themselves, and
attempt to turn their branches, towards active involvement in the
local and national industrial actions that are now incvitable.
Conversely, workers drawn into the struggle on the industrial
front should join in the fight for socialism in the Lobour rarty.
The strugsle for wages and conditions is essentially a political
fight - and becoming ever more openly so. The fipht for socialism
is necessarily alsc an industriel strugglec. Only when the two are
fused together and guided by Marxism as a conscicus working class
strategy will we be able to settle with the bosses and their lieu-
tenamts, and apply our incomes policy to their wages of exploit-
ation -~ for good,

dage control is proposed on the grounds that the British bosses
have it., The two islands' economic siamese~twins conncction nat-
urally also 2plics to the working class. It follows that we must
aim for as cluse o lialscn as possible bsbwecn the lobour movements
in both countrics, If the present holding down of the British
workers = and of ccurse the million-odd Irish immigrants as well -
leads t. =n ottock on the Irish scetion of the clags, the cpnosite
is also possible, A debtermined resistance to all wape restraint

by the Irish workers could be the spark that kindles the inevitable
rebellion of the British workers against the presemt system. The
Irish capitolists are least strong, and face a working class which
has been excoptionnlly militant in recent years: theirs is the
weaker link in the chain. Today in both islands the official
Labour leadership is egually treacherous - in both the struggle can
only take the form of a rank and file movement.

Long ago at the political crossroads marked Reform or Revolution,
subtitles bourreous subservience or workers' power the unions and
Labour Party opted for reform and subservience., For 50 years, as
a protagonist pursuing its gwn goals and with its own class solut~
ion, I-teur kos boon cut of Afenn.The Red Flag was torn down and
has becn hidden in the mud ©f rotten deals with the capitalist
system, The end of that road is the readiness of the Labour lead~
ership to hamstring the unions in an act of self-immolation on
the altar of Capital. Marxists must now sigmpost the direction
of the only other road,

- L]

s .
{{ see also the article by Leon Trotsky, p.30.))

Note: We haven't dealt,. here with the other, rather more spectacu-
lar, strugrle, that of the farmers, Despitc appearances, this is
not the decisive conflict in Irish society. The future of the
small farmers will be determined by the outcome of the developing
clagh between Capital and Lehour. The working class of town and
country is the only class which carries its own solution within
itself, and only under its leadership will the swell formers find
the solutions tu their own problems.




by_ Anthony Mahony._

Scenes of savage brutality during the abortive UN mission t0 Aden at the beginning
of April showed British soldiers, their voices shrill with tension or fear, smash-
ing rifies and boots into demongtrating idensse trade unionists. These scenes were
pumped, apparently not censored or cut, onto the screen of every TV set in Britain.
The Labour Government, posing as 'peacemaker! and vietim of circumstance, its hands
held high in hypocritical denial of responsibility, takes such scenss in its stride.
No doubt the real reasoning behind this 'frankness' was that if the troops of ocec-
upation were shown t0 be merely cracking a few skulls or just kicking in a few Arab
faces, it would disparapge reports such as the recent one that more than 50 demons~
trators had been shot (8 were in fact admitted to have been killed.)

Aden is in complete opposition to both direct British rule and the neo-coloniglist,
undemocratic Government of the Federation of South Arabia (#.8,4.) which is domin-
ated by some of the most backward, pre-feudsl states in the entire world, and which
Britain has spent 10 years buildincs up. %hen the UN mission arrived there was a
general rebellion of the whole population of Aden and Crater City, with a complete
General Strike, mass demonstrations and sun battles engulfing the whole aresa. And
in the aftermath the British didn't dare interfere with processions of the Nation-
alists to bury their dead in Crater City. The processions were preceded by sten-
gun carrying commandos ~ while the British troops watched from the rooftops.

WIISON'S TAST STAND FOR EMPIRE

From all corners of the world the British Imperialist octopus has slowly withdrawn
its tentacles one after the other. Now, not only has the sun set; but midnight has
fallen on the Empire. Neo-colonialism - where the US dollar is all-powerful and
Britain relatively weak - has taken over, Aden is one of the last places left where
Britain could have got embroiled in a futile attempt to hold back the march of a
people in revolt against colonialism. And how appropriate that responsibility for
superviging this bloody business should have fallen to the lesders of Queen Elizabeth
IT's loyal Lebour Party! . After all, the existance of the reformist Iebour Party has
depended on the crumbg from the self-same Empire which the ruling class felt like
throwing down to keep the workers quiescent,

THE MILLIONS FROM CIL

fAden has been the main strategic parrison of British Imperialism in the Middle East,
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headquarters of the Middle East Command of, at present, 17,000 troops. It was also
one of the strategic points in the single line east from the Mediterrancan to the
Indian Ocean and the Bast Coast of sirica. Beginning at Gibraltar, this line runs
between the continents through ialta, Cyosrus, Suez, the Red Sea -~ and finally Aden,
the eastern Gibraltar.

But things change - Britain declines, the peoples rise - and the new dominant Imp-
erialists develop different techniques of control., Now the problem for Imperialism
is to secure a stable neo-colonialist sct-up in the area after Britain withdraws. Not
only is the F.S.4., involved here, but also Yemen, Saudi Arsbia, Iran, the whole Per-
sian Gulf. The richest field of oil in the world is at stake.

The Middle Bast containg 60% of the world's known oil deposits and accounts for one
quarter of currcnt world production of crude oil. TIts cost of production is only
one gquerter that of Russlan oil - and onc eiphth that of US oil, One reason for
this, of course, is the very low wages of the Arab oil workers. DBut what this means
is that fabulous profits, amounting to hundreds of millions of pounds every year,
are extracted from this area by a handful of giant monopolists such as Standard Cil,
Royal. Dutch Shell and BP,

There are seven of these in all and, backed by all the diplomatiec and miiitary re-
sourges ©Ff the main Imperialist states, they hold by the throat this repion of
stapgering mess poverty. Where there is a share-out it goes to a Sheik of Kuwait

or Bahrein or a King of Saudi Arabia. Thus the most advanced powers in the world
and some of its most backward forces lock themselves in a mutually protective ebrace
- anl stand apainst all progress. The maintenance and consolidation of a section of
this neo-colonialist arrangement is the main issue at stake in Aden. Though without
oil itself, it is an issue between, at ons pole, the forces of Arab MNetionalism, typ-
ified by Zeypt with its redicalism and state capitalism at home and opposition to
Imperialist exploitation of the Middle Sast {for its own purposes, naturally); and
at the other pole by Islamic traditionslism, typified by Saudi Arshia. In Yemen,
which borders the F.S.A., and with which the Adensse revolutionarics want unity,
these forces have been engaged in a bitter civil war for L years, in which 100,000
pecple have died. It is possible that this strugrle and the Aden battle sround

will cozlesce,

The conflicts in the Arab world ar. subjoct to all sorts of shifting, vistable all-
iances as is shown by the recent adicroince by the old reptile ex-King Saud {deposed
by the US in Saudi Arabia) to the Juyptian and Yemen Republican cause. The Arab
Nationalists arc of course not a socialist ideal, with their dictatorial regimes
and general repression of the working class. They are, nevertheless, the progress—
ive forces in this conflict.

ARAB  REVOLUTTION

The aArab revolution, rising and declining, ebbing and flowing erratically from Beypt
to Syria, Iraq and Algeria, is the background to the Aden conflict and at the same
time the issue at the heart of the division between the Adencse revolutionaries

and the British with their Federsl Government. Aden State is the most advanced in
the area and thus most sensitive to the movement for progress; the Federation is
emong the most backward. There is a very larpe traffic of migrant workers to and
from Yemen end thus an intcraction between advanced Adcn and Yemen. No doubt this
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extensive traffic has contributed to the dovelopment of the situation in Yemen,
where Euypt and Saudi Arabia confront cach other directly.

Another factor is an ominously wrowing US involvement, particularly in Saudi Arabia.
Alrecdy, the concessions there of the imerican owned Arabisn American Gil Co. (Aramco)
amount to about one sixth of the total US home territory ~ 444,000 sg. miles. When
Bgyptian planes bombed = base for supplying Yemni Royelists in Saudi Arsbia, the US
seized the chance to install their own jots in Saudi Arebia. They are underteking a
military build-up of Saudi Arabia costing 600m. They organised, if not a face 1ift
for the regime, at least a change of mask, installing & new king - Feizal, Clearly,
with stalemate in the F.S.A., US involvement could escalate still further, particu-
larly if there is any threat to their inbeorests in Savdi Arabia.

There exists what can he called o siinyle &rab Nation, culturally unificd and histor-
ically united. Towards this the Tupericlists have pursued the classic policy of
givide and rule, taking advantare ol the wmeny local differences. The cxigting Arab
states derive from the Imperislists' corve-up of the areca. Some states, such as the
well-protected little oil sheikdoms, are artificial to a rare degree. And to a lesser
degreec this is true even of the bisrcer states such as Irag and Syrias. Hense the talk
of 'Arab Unity' which is an asviration of the masses throupghout Arabia., But what
began with the Imperialists' divisions i1s perpctuated by the repional self-centredness
of the ruling classes in the different states. Added to this is the Radical-Feudal
polarisation. The net result is that attempts at unity, either between the Radical-
Feudalist hlocks or within them, meet with major obstacles. The union of Egypt and
Syria, for example, led to divorce at the first hint of consummation.

UNITE AND RULE

Within the broader Imperialist stratepy of divide and raule, Britain pursued a policy
in relation to aAden of unite and rule. After being first dislodged from control of
Suez, and then humiliated tryine to got it back, Britain's Tories bepan to build a
stable base in South Arabia. Aden Colony with its politically active, modern working
class, numbering tens of thousands, nresented them with the bigpest headaches. The
solution was to lock it into an artificial Federation with the backward Sheikdoms
bordering it.

Aden is & tiny enclave, 75 miles square, with o population of 230,000 which includes
80,000 immigrant Yemani workers. As a port it is comparable with Liverpool. Occupied
by Britain in 1839, Aden srew as a fuel bunkering port, and later as o military base.
She still fuels 6,000 ships a year, and sbout a third that number apein of Areb dhows,
B.P., moved there after being thrown out of Iran by Mossadeq in 1951, and erected a
great oll refinery, which proccsses over half the crude oil from Kuwait, Iran, Quator
and Iraq for fuel to supply internctional shipping.

To the east and north fan out the old iden Protectorate, 20 states, of which 16 are
now joined to Aden in the F.S.4i. The Protectorate/Federation is poor mountainous
country, with only 1% of the land cultivehle and a population of onc million, In ef-
fect it forms a cordon sanitaire arcund the bustling iden State. Sociclly, the
hinterland is tribal and so primitive that bullets are used as currency. Lately
there have heen reports of dissotisinccbion, perhaps spreading from the Yemen,

SHORGUN WEDDINGS

When it bepan, with six small states of the Aden Protectorate, in 1959, the F.S.:.
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was one of a crop of artificial foderations, bringing together digparatc elements
without real unity, blatant attomots to rerrymander on an internatiomnl scale. The
model was, of course, the Central ifricon Federation of the (then) two Rhodesias and
Nyasaland. In the Protectorate the Sheiks themselves opposed Federation, and the
largest stotes are gtill not menbers today. But the Imperialists pushed it through
ruthlessly, bribing and harrying the Sheiks; large sums of money changed hands, and
the unco-operative were depoged. The Federation was to have been poverned by o Fed-
eral Council, each of the internnlly self-governing stetes sending its representatives,
It was explained officially that there were different ways of selecting these. The
normel one was, noturally, nomination by the Shediks, over whom the British Hmpire was
merely crecting an wnbrelle. Brom this TFederal Council of sheikly nominees was elected
a Supreme Council of 15 minmisters, 4nd that's the Federal Govermment of today: ally-
stooge of Britain, so nervy about an carly British withdrawal, pleading for time to
train a better army to repress the population, It is to pive them this time that the
Labour Govermment is manceuvring vwith the U. N

But if the Sheiks were reluctant about Fedoration, Aden was violently opposed to be-
ing submerged inside the undemocratic Federation of the Wmirates. Nevertheless, at
the beginning of 1963 it was forced in, with the obvious intention of neutralising
what was a centre of Arab Nationalism in the avea, To do that, a medieval constit-
ution in Aden itself was needed,

Under the Aden Constitution the Executive was in the hands of a British High
Commissioner, normally advised by a Council of Ministers. Whether these were heeded
or innored was at the discretion of the Geuleiter., At first sight the Legislature
seems surprisingly liberal, with 16 clected members to 6 nominated ones. The catch
was that the franchise was limited to males over 21, born in iden, or whose fathers -
were. This meant complete disfranchiscment for the officially estimated 90,000
Yemeni workers in the Port, ie for a majority of the workers.

ADEN LABOUR MOVEMENT

But the strongest opposition of all (o the Federation came from the iden workers'
movement, led by the TUC, The TUC was »clitically active through the People's Soc-
ialist Party, which was later to morwc in OLCS (Organisation for the Liberation of
the Occupied South) and is now in FLGSY (Pront for the Liberation of Occupied South
Yemen), The PSP opposed the consolidation of an artificial reactionary nso-coloniale-
ist Pederation, and began to look to the Yemeni Republicans. It became a main driv-
ing force in the mounting strugple against Imperialism,

In the middle 19508 there had takon ploce & large scole growth of Trade Unions, lead-
ing to the foundation of the TUC in 1956, These militamt unions suffered for a period
under laws which restricted their right to strike. Ubjective conditions were perhaps
the most favourable of all in that part of the Middle East for building a class con-
scious Marxist workers' party, armed not only with a programme of strug~le against
Tmperialism, but also with the essecntial perspective that this strugrle could only
be consolidated for the masses as o workers' government. But in fact the PSP became
impregsnated with the ideclogy of the Aflakite Baath Socialism - a petit bourpeois
tendency mainly centred in Irag and Syria, and politically impotent., This is not the
sort of socialism that arms the working class with an independent conception of the
world which enables it to strugsle for its own class power. After the terrible and
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bloody defeat to which it led the Iragl masses in February 1963, the CP in the area
was completely and deservedly discrcdited: it offered no alternative road elther.
Lately the .denese leaders seem to have moved closer to the ideolopy of Nasserism
(FLOSY's headquarters is in Gairo)., The Aden workers came under the influence of petit
bourgeois 'sccialism' becaise of the vacwm in world revolutionary socialist politics,

Resigtance to the Federation, anl the lock of democracy, grew to such an extent that

in Septerber 1963 a State of Emcrrooncy wes declared in sden., Then followed violent
clashes, even in the backward statcs, betweon Yemeni Republicans and British and Fed-
eral troops. Things were poing from »»d to worse., In December 1963 the UN passed a
Resolution in favour cof self-detcrmincstion and independence for South Arabia, repeal
of the State of Emergency, a pgeneral election throughout the area on the basis of un-~
iversal franchise urnder UN supervision, Britain simply refused to accept it! Naturally.

LABOUR TO THE . RESCUE

But now a New Day dawned: the Labour CGovermment took office and the new Colonial Sec-~
retary Greenwood - not just ordinary Labour but Left Wing as well!l - approved a dec-
laration of the Aden and Federal Govermmcnts in favour of a unitary sovereign amd "dem-
ocratic" state. In May 1965 Greenwocd announced the setting up of a commission to find
a constitutional structure for such a state. The Federal Govermment agreed to support
it - but the Aden Govermment and the mass organisations in Aden rcefused co-operation
on the grounds that. a complete course of constitutional developments had been laid
down in the UN Resolution., The Commission collapsed.

In duly Grecowood tried appin. Thce Republicans agreed to a London working party, with
Greenwood as chairman, to work out an aperda for a constitutional conference in Dec.
'65, The working party met in Aupust, but floundered because 'Left Winp' Greenwood
refused to 1ift the Emergency: "it was necessary in order to maintain the British base™!

Now the Labour Govermment began to writc its own footnote to Lebour's odious past re-
cord in the colonies. The medieval congtitution the Tories had given to iden was still
too liberal to allow the repression which was now needed to keep control. The Aden
Stabte ministers bepan refusing co-operation with Britain and they would not denounce
the now mounting guerilla campaign. So an Order in Council was issued suspending the
pseudo—democratic parts of the constitution - the non-stooge ministers and the Legis-
lative Council were sacked. The other Federal states were unaffected by this.

Britain meant business = and went ahcad with the plans 4o consolidate the Federation
as a fomally independent neo-colony. <iwo British constitutional cxperts were lent

to the Tederal Govermment and their roport was published in February '66; concurrantly,
the Labour Govermment announced Inleiendence and withdrawal of troops by 1968, leaving
the provigions of the report in opcration in the F.S.4. The Report made detailed pro-
posals: Aden was t0 be the Capital Territory of the new Unitary Republic of South
arabia; the National Assembly would be slected by "wide and liberal franchise" and
"wherever possible, through direct elcctions'; "indirect elections might he necessary
in certain tribel areas". A President, indirectly elected, would choose the P.M. as
having "in hisg judgement" the support of the Naticnal Assembly. aden State would have
special treatment, direct elsctions, a special Minister for Aden affeirs, and not less
than one third of the miristers.

GUERILLA ACTION

i%\ The fierce struggle that has raged cver since was the answer of the people of Aden to
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this. They want real democracy, and unity with the Yemen Republicans. The idenese
Republicans think Britain has no intention of withdrawing in 1968 -~ and there is talk
in the press of British troops remeining ... wearing UN berets. Britain has now be-
latedly becn converted to the UN Resolution - now that the resistance of the local
pecple is out of hand and UN mediation could only mean easing the pressure on Britain,
coaxing the Freedom Fighters from hehind the barricades. (There's a lesson here on
how useless abstract resclutions are. There is also a lesson that, whatever pious
phrases it uses, the only time the UN ever agts is when it suits the Imperislists, )

Under the excuse that there is now no time t0 orpganise elections before handing over
to their own creation, the existing Federal Govermment, Britain is strensthening the
Foderal Army to double size (10 batallions) and equiping it with artillery. There is
a commitment to contribute £10m. p.a. to the military budget until 1971, and talk of
a possible commitment to give air support to the Foderal Army., It is a mark of both
her economic weakness and perhaps of her lack of confidence in the stability of the
I.S.4., that Britein felt unable to offer her child a "Defence Treaty". Already there
are elements even in the backward arcas of o sprcading of the Yemeni Civil War, and
the NLF, o more strictly Hationalist group, has a following in these states and poss—
ibly even in the Federal Army itsclf, to0 match FLOSY's in Aden and among the Yemeni
workers,

OUTLOOK

+nd what of the future? If, or when, Britain withdraws, the Federsl Government will
be legﬁlhglding the baby. Stabilisation is hiphly unlikely. Already the British
PrERETBn 8 Puture role for the army, which is now being strengbthened, as the local
equivalent of the man on horseback. 4 split in the KLF-FLOSY nationalists complicates
the picture. And to what legree will the demards for union with Yemen voiced by the
combatants be a guide to action if they come to power? areb Unity is the catch phrase
for all from Masser down., But therc canh be no confidence in a regime which remains
within the bounds of bourgeois society of achieving even that minimal of Arsb Unity,
let alone solving the social problems that bheset the area, '

The economic consequencies of the British withdrawal will hit the aden economy sev-
erely, and exacerbate the problem of the estimated 5,000 uncmployed already existing.
15,000 workers are involved in the British instollations and the Financial Times
estimates o possible 25% unemployment potential. Aden has grown enommously over the
past 100 years - but it has an unbalanhced econocmy. The problem of balancing it will
perhaps raise the most explosive issues yet in iden. The reactionary Federal Govern-
ment is all set to solve the unemploymernt by victimising and deporting unemployed
Yemeni immiprants. It is here that the Aden TUC will apain bear the brunt of the
strugele = they will clearly refusc to accept such & solution., But what will they
offer as an alternative? The activity of the Aden workers' movement, because it is
not yet on the basis of a genuinely, consistently revolutionary Marxist consciousness,
is one big missed opportunity. The only possible solution, to iden as to the whole
Arab world, the only sufficiently deop- oing solution is the workers' rovolution
against the bourgeoisie to establish the United Socialist States of the Middle East,
with full riphts for minorities. Jithin this framework the great: wealth of the area
as a whole, now siphoned off by Imjericlism, can be used to overcome the backward-
ness and the degradation of the pcople which this generates, and build a framework
for socialism,
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THE BOLSHEVIK DISCUSSIONS ON THE ARTS

({ The question of the relationshis of artistic culture and the Workers' Stete is
posed imperiously for all socialists in the light of the experience of the cultural
ice—-age of Stalinism, Before soin~ on, in a final article next issue, to discuss
art under Stalinmism we must refer hack to the illuminating discussions on this
subject which were held while discussion was still possible -~ i.e. during the
Bolshevik period dealt with in the last article.))

The Marxist method is indispensible for an urderstanding of the class connections
and relations of a work of art and its function within class society. This does
not mean, however, that having cstablished this clags ildentity the Morxist proceeds,
on this criterion alone, to pile the treasures and positive achievements of class
society into the dusthin alongside the bonds, bombs and debentures. Every great
work of art has, as well as its passing function and connection with its society,
a more lasting significance by reason of its embodiment of an archetypal emotion
or image, or a form whose truth to nature is still umiversally recognisable. In
this sense the Parthenon is no less a distillation of perfect harmony once we have
urderstood that it belongs 4o slave society; (as Bngels put it "When... Herr
Duhring turns up his nose at Hellenism bectuse it was founded on slavery, he might
with equal justice reproach thc Grecks with having no steam engines and electric
telegraphs") we need not be Christian mystics to appreciate the soaring ethereal
beauty of the Gothic cathedrals, or the intricate patterning of the Book of Kells;

- Michelangzlo worked for popes, Bach and Beethoven for princes, Diderot for mer-

chants - but they all created works full of meaning to people outside their own
time and class. This much is recoppised by all but the servile half-literaste

cranks crawling in the wake of HMao Tse~tung's latest piece of populist demagogy.
By the same token, fubture generstions of workers will find somethine of lasting

walue in Schonberg, Kafka, Samiel Becket and Kandinsky, long after the 'capitalist

road! has grownh over with weeds.

When class society was born into this world, it heralded the start of the long,
steep climb to the domination of men over noture. But class society also brought
that great fall from grace in huacn relctions - the relation of slave and slave-
owner. And with that, the division betwecn them of mental and marual labour. Ever
since, all branches of thought and knowlcdee, artistic creation or gseientific in~
vestigation (developing as socicty developed) have been more or less directly
geared to the needs, the tastes and the drives of society's ruling class., Occas~
ionelly here and there artists, writers etc., have anticipated a little, forged
shead o little - but always within the Limits sct by their pay-masters. The rul-
ing class monopolised patronage, and could make heresy pretty ancomfortable,

In the period of trahsition to capitalism this situation was somewhat zolified.
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The rising bourreolsie was rich enoush to employ artists and writers on its own
terms, to set itself up as a secord pole of attraction. Artists in 18th cermtury
Brance stood between two opposing classes: the conservative aristocracy with its
traditional, zbsolute values, and the progressive bourgecisie standing for new,
changing ones. Those, like Diderot, who chose to side with the bourgeoisie, were
probably the first intellectuals ever to fight for a class which was not yet in
power. And in fighting, they found themselves actually forging the new ideoclogy,
they became the advocates and teachers of their public; whereas hitherto they had
merely accepted and confirmed the tastes and principles of their age.

Once in power, however, the erstwhile progressives turnsd their attentions to the
headlong pursuit of profit, and their tastes and attitudes very guickly changed.

The newly rich set the fashion: they were pompous and expensive, indiscriminately
ostentatious, mixing each and every style they could lay their fat hards on to

make a show, erecting a splendid facade of unorganic, amorphous but rich decor-
ation. They were "the bored 'upper ten thousand' suffering from fatty degeneration™
(Lenin) and their art life was domincted by gasy anl sgreeable productions for the
lagy-minded, luxury, amusement and ready-made pleasures:

Those intellectuals who, havine tasted the relative independence of a long leash,

were not prepared to sell themselves to such masters (and it must be said that they
were in the majority among thosc with any originality and artistic inteprity) now
found themselves out in the cold, They were reduced for patrons to a handful of
individuals, enlightened connoiseurs. The new opposition to the new ruling class

wes the proletariat -~ and by ivs very comdition of life it was uaable cither to v//
support or understand the artist; it was no less excluded from the charmed circle

than the chattel-slave and the scrf had been.

ARTISTS IN THE CCLD
Thus the avent gerde intelligentsia was alicnated from the ruling class as well ai,izﬁ//

from the masses. In one way or another this has affected the arts ever since,

propelling artists in mumerous directions in search of a soluticns, The first re-
actlon was to escape the new enviromment: the 'Romantic gensration' of Byron,
Chopin, Delacroix, cultivated subjectivism, turned its back on socicty, each art-
ist seeking refuge in his own individualism; his works became 2 kind of self-rev-
elation to emphasis his difference from his wpalatable surroundings. These art-— {%*ﬁh
ists not only accepted their new status of outcasts, but regarded material success £§§¥

-

as a sure sign of artistic accomodation to the philistine bourgecvisie. They
escaped into introversion, mysticism and nostalgia for a lost past or exotic for

eign parts. 4@Wtiw

The trouble was, that there is no escape from society. The English Pre-Raphaelite
Brotherhood went back to pre-Renaissance Medieval 'simplicify' - but their paintings
today sppear exaggeratedly Victorian, Awarensss of the unrcality of this kind of

escape sont the next generation off in search of nature: they rejected the 'scenic!

and pursued the little tangible detnils of reality, taking an almost scientific interest
in how a tree grows and what a cloudy sky looks like in motion, They began to

paint out of doors, and moved out of the rapidly prowing cities to little villapes

in the country, The more militant of them declared themselves for the workers
the peasants, like the great caricaturist Daumler, or COLTnet Who wag oxiled for
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dis participation in the Paris Commune, or Zola. But the workers could provide no )HL
peymanent 100thold, atil THME Y%t peneration saw art ever more_confined and enclosed
within itself, pgiven over to the enjovment of pure colour, pure sound, pure pOé%Fy

- Xthus Impressiopism, which in all the arts was a kind of watershed for SOBh Comttiry
developments that have flowed out oﬁ}ooth lopically and organicallys .anyone who

wants to object to these developments (as Thourreois formalism', for exomple) must
firgt be prepared to say that art should have stopped still, or started roing back-
wards, at this date or that: then they will honestly admit their affinity with the
people who had tried to do just that - the scademicians of Queen Vigtoria and Louis;gy

Bonaparte,

HASTY DISMISSAL

Many people in the workera' movement today repard all the artistic culture of the
last 100 years as being specifically bourgeocis - more s0 than earlier bourreois art
whose class nature is half-forgotten, and which is taken for gramted for its other
qualities. This hasty dismissal is often born out of puzzlement at the obscurities
of present day art. But these obscurities_sre not, however, its most bourseols
qualitiegs and the bafflement of workers- faced with the art of the 'charmed circle!
is nothing new, but a product of the divisgion between mental and mamal labour which

began with the dawn 0 Clags. Sooicty, S~ ) 6 %, 0 R :
‘G‘e—wgﬁ— 2

&

While no art in class society is neutral, it adheres to the ruling claZs in mark-
edly varying desrees - particularly since the 19th century. It is not merely a
matter of personal taste how one differentiates between art which is bourgeois by
default, indirectly, because there can be no neutrality or real freedom in a class
society, and that art which directly serves the tastes and needs of the bourreoisie
as a class. They are separated by a clear line. '

The 19th century saw a divergence between the avant garde art, and "art" produced
at the service of the factory owners and coupon~clippers. The former led. to.the
iynple modern school; the latter was imbterred with its owners, to be resurrected
later for commercial re-hash throupgh the maas medla.»\\agg . N

The vast, pompous academy canvases depicting so-called 'history' as an excuse for

a bit of Romon decadence, live today in the films of Cecil B, de Mille; Landscer's
stirring 'Monarch of the Glen' (a Scottish Aeor) survives in Walt Digney; operetta
is today's musical - put The Sound of imsic siiq/%ﬁt%}i%anz Iehar or Johann
Strauss, and the similarity is remarkable - except that the later production is

Just that bit more nauseating. Millais' "Tubbles" became famous as a Pears' soap
advert .... and very eppropriste it was, too. The semi-drapel Victorian Mude

(her drapery being a sentimental name) had sbout as much acsthetic value as Hugh
Heffner's Playmates - and served much the samc purpose. The bourccoisie's recading
matter was the pseudo-moral love novelette - today's teunage comic. Their archit-—
ecture was an appropriation of the Gothic - with St. Pancras station as secord
cholce for the Houses of Parliament, Perheps the only thing which this tasteles b//
mish-mash has in common is the utterly hack, fpreedy, careerist medicerity of thesjiy
people bought to produce.it.

On the other side, the artists who ignored that smug maxim of the cultural prostitute ~
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"one has to eat" - and stood up with an cmpty belly to proclaim the principle of
the hegemony of art over the money-bags, made the way for what I believe has been:
a great unleashing of creative energy, full of variety and inventiveness. Real
freedom could never be won in a society dominated by the powern .of money, and soon
the grubby speculators coupht on and converted works of art into international hard
currency. But those who fought managed to crash throuph some of the barriers set
up by tradition and vested interest. Had they done nothing more, had they not éven
created great and lasting beauty, they would deserve our gratitude ag a vital link
to the fubure.

FRER TNSIDE A PRISON

The way they lived was as totally different from the lapdogs of capital as was
their art. Monet saw his wife and child dic for lack of food, and then had to
watch the reception as the bloated hour. cois eritics stood before his pointings
nd had a good laugh. Daumier, old ~nd Hlind, was kept alive by his friend Corot,
who had monaged to live a 'double life', producing a set of paintines for bourgeois
taste, and another for his own. Othors worked as nevvies throush the winter, or had
to content themselves with being 'Sunday vaimbers'. The madness of Van Gogh is
legendary, and only a little less so the alcoholism of Rimbaud and Toulouse—-Leutrec.
"Independence” had its price, "La Boheme" was more often squalid than romantic,

They moved in a limbo of isolation with no class to turn to, until they landed in
the gutter of Capitalism alone with its other victims, to form a company of vaga~
bonds and outlaws. By the end of the century they were to be found in asylums, in
brothels and out on the streets - tramps, globe-trotters, misercble demoralised
desperados who had broken not only with the bourgeoisie but with the whole of
European civilisation, Geuguin tried to escope to the South Seas, but found that
'eivilisation' had sone before him and reduced the iglonders 4o a state of listless
apathy; and when he stood with them in o disputs wit %%ench colonial authorities,
he was himself imprisoned for 3 months, and he died shortly afterwards.

As little groups and lone individuels, the artists regigtered their protestations
against Capitalism, and as such they were easily crushed, Only the might of the
working class could actually overthrow Copitelism and so release the artist. In
the last article I described the enthusiastic reaction of the avant garde to the
October Revolution, The attitudes of the leaders of the younz Workers! State to
art must now be discussed,

A WCRKERS' ART TOR A WORKERS' STATE 2

In his preface to the first Italian edition of the Commumist Manifesto in 1893,
Engels had asked: "#ill Italy sive us the new Dante, who will mark the hour of
birth of this new proletarian era?®

Ten years later his quostion was answered for him by Rosa Iuxemboursg: "The working
class cannot create its own art anl scicnce until after it is completely emancip-
ated from its position as an actual class". (Vorwaerts, March 1903). In 1925,
Leon Trotsky elaborated on this. The bourrcoisie, even thouph they cnme to polit-
102l poyer after a long period of sradusl accumulation of independent wealth and
culture, took several centuries to Adcvelop their own art., How can the proletariat,
gﬁMiCh comes stralgnht to power from o state of wage slavery, be expected to produce
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from its sleeve a fully grown culturc, But will it ever develop its own culture?
Trotsky argued that since nobody envisaged the Dictatorship of the Sroletariat as
lasting long enough to do this befors altogether abolishing classes in society,
including itself as a class, the proletariat would never find the time, historically,
to create its own independent art: "The proletariat acquires power for the purpose
of doing away forever with class culture, and to moke way for human culture...."

By then, prolctarian culture hod become quite an issue. Within the Party, there

were very few whe felt like being dogmatic about it, and I know of no offigial
statement on the matter being made until 1924; then a_gpecial Party conference on

art declaved-that the heggemony of the prolctariat must be won in the field of art by
superior productions, that there must bo free competition among all groups. and that
the main Task in any case was 10 raisethe cultural level of the masses. JIis conclu—
sions were published by Krassnaia Nov as a pamphlet entitled "On the guestion of the
Policy of the Russian CP in Artistic Litcrature®, At the same time, it sharply de-
nounced all forms of "pretentious, semi-literate and self-satisficd combigotry" (a‘IZ)
term to describe bureaucratic, pompous self-importance. ) '

This was particularly aimed against Proletcult (Orsanisation for Proletarian Culture)
which was a seedbed for the asswmptions which were fo0 prevail in the coming Stalin-
ist era in the arts. Its ideclogy was o convenient one for use later by the buresu-
cracy, so that all the issues which arose in the Adiscussions around this (in itself
sincere and fairly harmless) orgnanisntion were perfectly relevant to the vneriod of
Stalinism. In effect; the last frec discussion about the '"30s and 'h0s took place
in the early and mid-1920s.

There were two mainstays to its CerIHC)thﬁt the gxts must be strictly orpanised and
regimented 10 act as a weapon of the proletoriat £2And that to this end o new mass
culture must be created, which would be proletarian not because it came from the
workcrs, but by virtue of having been cultiveided in the hothouses of Prolctcult
itself., The fourding President, Bo=innov, actually declared that prolctarian poetnmh)

was neither prolfTafAI v BUCLTY ~ Wiith Fives the measurc oL RAig prirorisime
attitude,

"HHAT 4 MESS" !
Bogdanov's successor Pletnev wrote an article for Provda {Sept.27, 1922), con which %)

Lenin mode his views cloar by writing in the marginl of nis SUPY BUGH $elling comment
as "Ha, hal™ "What Z mess”, "arcn-ricLion™ Al eese TDUIEM T T OGO TIR0HE REd
made his views known more publicly. 4G the srd All Russian Congress of Communist
Youth he had said: "The proletarian culture is not something that jumps up from no-
body knows where. It is not a thought-up scheme of some people who call themselves
specialists in proletarian culture, That is all pure nonsense. The proletarian
culture must appear as a natural development of thosc stores of knowledge which man
has worked out under the yoke of the cepitalist society, the landlord society, the
bureaucratic gociety."

To Lenin, there were certain pre-conditions for any art of the whole pecple. #hether
or not the proletariat would still exist as a class, these pre-conditions were the
same as those for socialism: "In order tc have a culture a certain development of
the material forces of production, a ccrtain material basis, is necessary." (On



- 20 -

(
(

Cooperation). In this sense, the mass eulture would develop organically, together
with socialigm: neither can be instituted by decrﬁe It was, @bove all, a question
of broad general education., Vyacheslav Polonsky, ) in 'Lenin's views oh Art and
Culture', quotes him as saying: "In order that art may draw near to the people and
the people to art, we must in the first place raise the existing level of culture
and education." And again, 'Page from a diary', Jan,1923: "While we were jabber-
ing sbout proletarian culture and about its relation with bourgeocis culture, facts
Itave been presented to us and fipures demonstrating that even in the matter of
bourpeois culture thines with us arve weak indeed. It became known that ... we are
still far behind the goal of umiversal literacy ... This will serve as a warning
threat and rebuke to those who have been scaring and are scaring in the empyrean
of 'proletarian culture'. That shows how much rezal dirty work remains for us to

do in order to attain the level of an ordinary civilised state of western Burope.
It shows, moreover, what a mountain of work stands before us now bhefore we can at-
tain, on the basis of our proletarian aguisitions, any kind of real cultural level
at all."

But what sbout the question of the use of art as a class weapon? Here again I feel
one could do worge than turn to Lenin, the pre%ﬁgst of revolutionists, whose views
mest likely sum up the outlook consistent with /’healthy workers' state. Lenin
neglected nothing he considered vital for the proleteriat's fight for power, using
to the full every possible weapon and front of the class strugele,, and in partic-
ular waging a constant strugple on the front of ideology. Far from wishing to or-
panise and use the fine arts, he alwoys cligned them with the moal, rather. than the
instrument of the revolution; the theatre, he said (and art) is the only single
thing that can replace religion in thc consciousness of the masses.

for enjoyment and relaxation = "A theatre s pecessery" he had said in 1919 during
a _debate—onwhefher to close the Dolshoi Theatre "not so much FOr Dropaganda, &y
to rest hard worksrs after their doaily work, And it is still early to Ll Fway

LIWEhe pronives our heritage from bourseois art,!' But perheps more eloguent than

(

alything he dig write on this subject, is what he didn't write. Not a word could
the Stalinists later find to sussest that Lenin would have approved of “"socialist
realism", of the 1934 Writers' Conpgress, or of Zhdanov's regimentation.

M NARODNLKS

Unwittingly, the Proletcult organisction was instrumental in reviving many of the
0ld Narodnmik epproaches, of worshipping the masses at thelir existing level and thus
starding in the way of the future. Trotsky in Literature and Revolution described
the attitudes which led from the genuine wish for an art of the proletariat, back
in the opposite directions
"T4 would be monstrous to conclude ... that the technique of bourseois art is
not necessary to the workers. Yet there are many who fall into this error.
"Give us"they soyMsomething even pock-marked, but our own." This is false
and untrue. A pock-marked art is no art and is therefore not necessary to
the working masses. Those who believe in a "pock-marked" art are imbued to
a condiserable extent with contempt Ffor the masses and are like the breed of
politicians who have no faith in class power but who flatter and praise the

(1) Polonsky was described by Louls Fischer (1) as 'the most talented and cultured
of Soviet critics'. He had joined the CP in 1919, when a bloody end seemed imminert.
Founded and edited the Bolghevik journal 'Press & Revolution', edited Novy Mir,

ard was Curator of Moscow Museum of Fine Arts, until he was hounded to death by
RAPP, Proletcult's successor.
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class when "all is well". On the heels -of the demacopues come the sincere fools
who have taken up this simple formla of a pseudo-proletarian art. This is not
Marxism, but reactionary populism, falsified a little to suit a "proletarian" id-
eology. Proletarian art should not be second-rate art. One has to lesrn regard—
legs of the fact that learning carries within itself certain dangers because out
Lf necessity one has 0 learll TPOM UNE"s enemies, OHe has 10 learn and the impo-
Itance of such organisations as the Pr01etcult Cannot be measured by the rapidity
TR which they create a new It T o HicH they help to
elevate the literary Tével Offthc WOrklng Class, DEFLNIILg With LES Upoer SLIaLE."

U

The ideas and ebttitudes which Proletcult fostered were later carieaturcd by Stalin-
ism, which had arrived at the end of the trail towards populism when Trotsky wrote,
in 1936 ~ "'¥hat is not wanted by the pceople!, Pravda dictates to the artists,
'cannot have aesthetic sigrificance's That 0ld Nerodnik formula, rejecting the
task of artistically educating the masses, takes on a still more reactionary char
acter when the right to decids what art the people want and what they don't want
remains in the hands of the bureaucracy." (Revolution Betrayed, p.185)

It need hardly be said that the alternative to Proletcult was not a passive agui-
egcence in the continued separstion of the artist from the masses. The evidence
of the early period of the revolution clearly shows a constant striving by the aL/////
avant garde artists and poets to find new forms which would bring them closer to
the workers. To a large extent they met with success. But this success in reach-
ing the workers, in their case, meant looking to the future, and not, as in the
case of the hacks of the thirties, bringing out of the past all the stale, ready-
made bourgceols entertainment-"art" forms. They were constantly seeking new forns,
not for the sake of novelty, but with the consciousncss that art could make a big
break throush the walls and barriers which stood between it and the life of the
workers.

OTHER _ROATES

El lissitsky, in an article written in 1927 called 'The future of the Book'; wrote
of even the forms of books changing to make communication less static and more
versatile, where type-faces would express the content and be combined with pict-
orial imapes, and recognising that at the besinning "the audience has become the
masses, the semi-literate masses." In this context "We ripped up the traditional
book into single pages, magnified these a hundred times, printed them in colour

and stuck them up as posters in the strects. Unlike American posters, ours were
not designed for rapid perception from a motor-car, but to be read and to enlighten
from a short distance.™

He introduced the idea that the book printed with symbols, or hieroglyphics, was
potentially international, as opposcd to the alphsbetic book which is national and
depends on knowledge of the specific lanucre, {(Already now the lensucge of musiec,
mathematics, chemistry, physics etc., ore international), M"...if a Russian, a
German or an American fixes the sisn (chuure) of o concept in his mind he can read
Chinese or Epyptian (soundlessly), without lehrnlng the lunpua ze, Pfor language and
writing are always one creation as far as he is concerned,"

Tissitsky is just one example of how the impulse to bridge the chasm between the



- 22 -~

crestive intelligentsia and the masses amid produoce—~d truly proletarian drive to-
wards greabter communication, towards a [luid and flexible synthesis of the arts

and interrelation of the arts and actual life - away from, as Marx and Bnpgels put
it: "The subordination of the artists to loecal and national narrowness which arises
entirely out of the division of lsbour, and the subordiration of the individual to
a given art so that he is exclusively a painter, 2 sculptor, etc." (The German
Ideology. )

In 1937 the Soviet Bureaucracy invented 'formalism! to silence Lissitsky, Tairov,
Meyerhold and others seeking new forms throush which to liverate art. It even
brought in 'dialectics' to claim that such over-ingistance on forms at the expenme
of content was 'anti-gocialist', Of course it never occurred to these gentlemen,
who didn't know Matisse from Michclangglo, that perhaps the real content of these
'empty forms' was the laying of roads to the future.

THE LIMITS OF REVOLUTIONARY CRENSORSHIP

Proletcult implied, and Stalinism of course instituted, censorship over artistic
(productions. The C.P. had clearly onc on rceord in 1924 in favour of a variety

of groups and styles, Did this includc openly counter-revolutionary propagenda?
Where wasg the line to be drawn?

f/ Trotsky had then defined the question thus: 'while holding over them all the cat-
egorical criterion, FOR the revolution or AGATIST the revolution, to give them com~
plete frecdom in the sphere of artistic self-determinotion.” At the Special Confer-—
ence on Art (see above) in 1924 he had spoken of the dangers of revolutionary
censorship, which was of course essential within strict bounds, spreading uncontrol-
‘/<ably: "Our standard is clearly polikical, imperative and intoleranmt. But for this
very reason, it must define the limits of its activity clearly.™

His view that: "A work of art should be Jjudged by its own lawess The Marxist mcthods
are not the same as the artistic. A philosophy which 'conceives! reality in the
form of a practicel procedure towards a goal cannot give directives to creative art,
which perceives reality and carries o poal within itself" was not limited to the
Left at this Conference. Even Bukherin declared for a separation of crecative en—
deavour from the Workera' State machine: "It seems o me that the best means of
ruining proletarian literature ... is to reject the principle of free anarchist
competition. If we take our stand for a literature which is to be regulated by

the State power and enjoy all kinds of privileges, then there isg no doubt that we
will put an end to proletarian literature." Prophetic words indeed!l

The heyday of Stalinism saw a censorship which broke all bounds - a closer look at
this will be the subject of the next article. Perhops its most repusnant aspect
was the tipght grip of the state in every sphere of the arts on form and style --
in the neme of 'Marxism'. In this connection I shall say no more, and let Marx
himgelf speak:

"My property is form, it is my spiritual individuality, The style is the man,
And how! The law allows me to write, but on the condition that I write in a
style other than my own, I have the right to show the face of my spirit, but I
must first set it in the prescribed expression! What man of honour would not
blush at such presumption and prefer to hide his head under his tora? At least
the toga suesgests the head of Jupiter. The prescribed expression only means
putting a good face on a bad situcitlon.
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You admire the delightful variety, the inexhaustible wealth of nature. You do
not demand that a rose should have the same scent as a violet, but the richest
of all, the spirit, is to be allowed to exist in only one form? I am a humorist,
but the law orders me to write seriously. T am bold, but the law orders me to
be modest. Gray and more gray, that is the only authorised colour of freedom.
Every dewdrop in which the sun is reflected, glitters with an inexhaustible
display of colours, but the sun of the spirit may break into ever so many Aiff-
erent individuals and objects, yet it is permitted to produce only one colour,
the official colour. The essential form of the spirit is gaiety, lisht, and you
meke shadows its only proper manifestation; it must be dressed only in black,
and yet there are no black flowcrs. The essence of the spirit is always truth
itself, and what do you make its essence? Modesty. Only the knave is modest,
says Goethe; and you want t0 make a knave out of the spirit? Or should the
modesty be that modesty of penius of which Schiller speaks, then first transform
all you citizens and above all your cehsors into geniuses."

(Ueber dic Neueste Preussische Zensurinstruktion, MEGA, Part I, Vol. 1, p.154)

lic

"Workers' Republic" is more than a name: it is a politicael slogan. The Irish Work-
“ers' Group is the single organisation which believes that a workers! socialist Rev—
clution in Ireland is not merely possible, but the cnly important next sbep forward,
which will solve in passing all the oubtstanding issues of the past, defeated and
deflected, attempts at revolution in Irelard. On this perspective we direct our
resources towards building a revolutlonary Marxist organisstion composed of milit-
ants actively fighting the proletarian c¢lass strugele. Vhatever may be our subject-
ive failings, this is an honest attempt to build on the great heritage of Connolly
and Larkin, assimilated critically and in the light of later experience. The adop-
tion of "Workers' Republic" as the name of our magazine was part of a process of
clarification in the group, growing noturally out of our politics.

But there are people for whom the revelutionary past of Irish labour, Connolly's
neme -~ and only his name - and the title "Vorkers' Republice', are mercly conven-~
ient pieces of self-aggrandising camouflage; this paudy plumage is emptied of 211
meaning and used to clothe practicsl politics and ideas with which it hag nothing
in common. Just as certain boneless fish crawl inside existing sea-shells for pro-
tection, they empty the content from slopans and titles, and play with carefully
selected, finely-chopped phrazes from the writings of a Ienin or a Connolly, as



-2 -

with s0 many lcose bricks to build themsclves a political house to live in.

The “Connolly" Association - a liberal organisation pure and simple ~ comes %0 mind
here; so does the recent crop of social-democratic 'converts' to thelr own brand
of "Connollyism". And there are others, There is & minuscule '"Chinese' Stalinigt
sectlet which knows itself as the Irish Communist Organisation,

Up in the political hills, among the ever-growing proliferation of Maolst dukedoms,
clique chieftaincies and minor local kingdoms which have sprung up in the last 3 or
L, years, these Irish devotees of lMao and the stinking carcass of Joscph Stalin have
pitched their tent. They belong to the species of 'Hiphland Maoists', unlike the
honest militants of the CP who are repclled by the right wing politics of the Party
and attracted by the trenchant criticisms of the Chinese, for example the comrades
around 'Marxist'. Unlike these lowland Maoists, the highland Maoist is penerally
a bit of = crank.

HITL TRIBES

These hirhlaniers come in all shapes and sizes. 4mong them are to be found some
ﬂdCPswhmﬂm,tm:ﬁrwm3ﬂﬁm1man>ﬁmdsdﬁt&wsimotMﬁrcmmaﬂmn
Stalin's corpse was kicked out of the mausoleum, and love Mao because Mao loves Joea
There are the scholastics, unoble to helieve in a prospect of genuine workers' power,
who glorify instead the contortions of the Chinese Burcoucracye. There arc the as-
pirant pocket-Maos who have gathered o small clique to sit at their own feet and who
compete togpether, ocutbidding each other in developing the inherent absurdities of
their positions just that bit further =~ ever further.

211 of them are characterised by scctorianism, passivity, pedanticism, ludicrous and
senseless text-chopping. Some of thom deny that the British, West Zuropcan and US
workers are exploited at all. Thoy mouth pletonic sympathy for a bonopartist dic-
tatorship thousands of miles away, comdtting themselves to nothing, sinchbish about
their alleped 'Merxism'. Sippins £hiir orange juice, they savour the fading glories
of the Stalin dictatorship in Russia, political necrophiliacs sensuocusly sniffing
and fordling the decomposing carcass of the Dictator himself, impudently identifying
all these horrors with the DICTATORSHIZ OF THE FPROLETARLAT (1), hopefully looking
for a repeat performance in China,.

A leader of one of the Mac-sects on the lower slopes of the hiphlands described
them as:— "...concealed, conspiratorial and impotent sroups at war with one another
mersly for the purpose of persomnl prestige and dominated by neurotic phrezemongers,
the meinspring of whoseerergies is not political conviction but merely the need to
extract o little soothing syrup for their hard-pressed egos and inferiority complex-
es by posing as 'leaders' and 'makers of history'". That just about sums them up!

SNATCH AND GRAB

Most of our readers will not have heard of the I.C,0. -~ and if it were possible we
would sparc you the ordeal of sccing Stalinism stripped naked. Up to now we have
ignored them, despite the fact thot almost every issue of their paper "Irish Comm-
unist" contains a long attack on the "counter-revolutionary Trotskyites of the
T.%.G." To arsue, two people necd o common lanruage - and with the mind-~hendlng
nonsense of the I.C.0, we have nothing in common, How can one argue with people
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for whom the real world is lost in a mystical fog, or seen only through the fixed
patterns of a Maocist mysbery play?—But if there is some virtue in ignoring pecple
like the I.C.C., up to a point, there also comes a time when they must be picked up
and shaken a little - 1in the interests of sanitation.

That point for us was reached when the I.C.0., responded to the anncuncement in the
February Irish Militant that this mepozine's name was now Workers' Republic, by
issueing a new fortnightly broadshecet colledsesss.Workers' Republicl! TFrom internal
evidence, the hasty production, ete., it is obvicus that the point of this slightly
ludicrous exeroise in snatch and arab wes to get "Workers' Republic" as a piece of
decoration for the T.C.0. No.,l was dated Jan.28th, predating our last issue by 3
days - but that tells us nothing. {Irn the March editorial of the I.C. they said:
"Last month" ie February "the Dublin comrzdes of the I.C.0, produced for the first
time a broadsheet called Workers' Republic") This curious publication consisted of
Just one foolscap sheet: the name Jorlcrs' Republic and a simile cssay rchashing

the well-~known history of the titlcl! In uther words = "I am The Jorkers' Republic'.

If the I,C.0. honestly came out for the %orkers' Republic it would be very good and
we'd be very pleased; it mipght lead thom to reconsider some of their other positions
and move away from the crank fringe of Pooism. It would be very sood = but it isn't
true. It's still the same I.C,0., even in the new suit of clothing it tried to snatch.

Only a few inches down the page from where someone had scrawled the stolen title
Workers' Republic, the real politics of the I.C.0. forced them to deiny it catepor-
ically and talk about another, quitc different, 'Republic': paylng lip-service to
the workers' Republic, the I.C.0. advocates for the immediate future a PEOFLE'S
REPUBLIC, Their banner-snatching cmersges even on their first page as a bit of pol-
itical commanship., After all, that's the purpose of symbols and ideas for Stalin-
ists, isn't it? Look what fun they've had for 4O years with the embezzled moral
capital of the October Revolution!

But what is this PEOPIE'S REPJBLIC 2

The T.C.0., under their Great Helmsman Brendan Clifford, hold that the "Main corntra-
diction" in Ireland is hot between workers and cepitalists, but between the "Irish
Nation" and Imperialism. The bourgeois revolution is yet to be completed in Ireland,
and this process will culminate in a "Joint Dictatorship Against Imperialism" of the
anti-Imperialist classes = ie The People's Republic. To attain this gloriocus goal,
the proletariat must accomodate politically to the other well-known revolutionary
classes, such as our old friends the Mational Bourpeoisie ~ more usually known as
bloated cepitalists - or sections of it, and the petit bourpeoisie. The prolet-
ariat will do all this because the feople's Republic will be a stepping stone to

the eventual Workers' Republic., For any counter-revolutionary minded readers this
will recall the 1922 Stepping Stone, on which Ireland is still stranded, with the
cold water lapping about her ankles,

The workers will lead this clasg alliance, though naturally immediatc scocialist
slogans cannot be raised becausc that would frighten the 'National bourrcoigie! and
generate class struggle, which would socn blow to smithereens the Matiomal alliance
against Imperialism and the supra-closs Poople's Republic. But Clifford Aoesn't

need socialist slogans to build s workers' party, nor, for that matter, any connection
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with the workers and their strugrles. The workers-will. follow hig leadership from
sheer awe at the volume of his turgid Stalino-Menshevik prose.

And if you aren't convinced that this is the only way to achleve the Workers'
Republic, just look at the alternntive: class struggle against fellow Irish anti-
Imperialists like Lemass, Lynch or your boss; class alliances with other workers

in foreign countries; disruptive raising of premature sccialist slogans and demands.
That is the only other way - and that is the mark of the counter-revolutionary
Trotsky beast. If you act like that you'll upset the other potantially revolution-
ary Irish classes on the point of biting ocur class-zlliance bait - and you wouldn't
want to de that, now, would ycu? Don't become a counmter-revolutionary Trotskyite,
lad - you'll frighten the bosses!

A HEAIHY CLASS  COMSCILOUSHESS

S0 if you are a backward worker who spits on the ground after your boss has passed
by -- better catch yourself on! Don't you know he is an Irishman too? & member of
the Mationnl Bourgeoisie - he might even be a supporter of Sinn Fein! It looks like
you might be catching the counter-revolutionary Trotsky bug ~ and that's a deadly
disease., Pull yourself together man, and have a good brainwash, before it gets a
hold on you! Next time you sec him, a worried frown on his poor face through think-
ing too much sbout his combradictions with Imperialism = don't spit. Develop a
healthy Mooist class—consciousness! wolk up, put you arm round his shoulder, kiss
him on both cheeks - and ask him for o closs alliance to build a People's Republie.
He'll appreciate that., Afterwards you con go off together, chanting thet old rev-
olutionary slogan: "People of thc .orld, Unitel™ '

The beauty of the L.C.0. Road To The Vorkers' Republic is that it is so easy. No
need to make a strenuous effort to organise a hardened socialist party to fight the
bosses - Clifford has an easier way thaf that. First; the workers must fight for
the Pecple's Republic, The foolish, soft-headed "thlonal Bourgeoisic! must be
codded into lining up for a war acainst the Fmpire under the leadership and control
of the working class. By repeated playing of "Ireland Mother Ireland" in the streets
of Dublin, they will be induced to isolatc themselves with British Imperialism at
their front and the workers at theoir back,wniting patiently to be expropria%ed once
the gates have been slammed on Imperialism. TFor this purpose the I.C.0. is saving
its pennies (and rumour has it thatRoy Johnson has offered a loan) and will shortly
turn itself into a four-man Brags Band; Clifford, of course, will have his very own
trumpet o blow. The People's Republic apgainst Imperialism is thus the web into
which the crafty proletarian spider lurcs the poor gullible National Bourpeois flyi

Isn't that clever! "Away with 2ll this counter-revolutionary Trotskylte nonsense
about fighting the Irish bosses! says Mao Tse-clifford to the 3% workers who sit
listening at his feet. "Just sit with me and wait for the day when the Netional
Bourgeoisie will take up my invitation to cut its own throat - after that we can
talk ahout socialism and the Workers' Republic."

You still can't picture it? Well, this is the scene, captured one night by a rem-
arkable feat of modern technology, from the murky depths of Clifford's mind as he

sat in hig little coterie dreaming up his Grand Design, He has lately commanded
gipantic forces in Ireland which, after a Long March from Grafton Strect to 0'Connell
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Bridge, now makes an alliance with Vivian de Valers; Tom Gill and irchbishop
McQuaid against Britain and the Irish !commeraial capitalists'. Immediately after
the English retire to their offshore island, teking the compradors with them, Mao
Tse-clifford, now universally acclaimed as the "Great Supreme Commander", "Bright
S8un of the Red Peasant Armies of Dublin", declares a Pecple's Republic (de Valera

= Gill ~ Clifford, mimus McQuaid by now), with all power to manipulate the "econtra-
dictions in the People" and at a loisurely pace establish a model Stalimist state,
concentration camps (for the counter-revolutionary Trotskyites) and all., it a
certain stage of evolution this will hecome the Workers! Republics .nd God help
the workers! :

Meanwhile, back in the real world, the capitalists of Ircland, merchants, ranchers
and marmifacturers alike, get on with the business of exploiting the workers, export-
ing meat - people and cattle =- and hugeing the softly padded chains of economic.

L <2

interest that bind them to the declining British ‘Empire.

It's a bad joke and it isn't fuany - and we can't imagine how it has any more to
do with the Marxist conception of the State than the Right Stalinist theory of
peaceful revolution. Maybe in some better world than ours there exists a supra-—
class Republic., For that matter, maybe Heaven exists - but no-one knows the geog-
raphical location of either the one or the other. 45 a fanbasy, Clifford can keep
it. But in practical politics, do you want to know what it means? Then read again
the accounts of the Indonesian rivers and ditches, choked with the bodies of comm-
unists who had put their trust in a supra~class state. This People's Republic,
whose parents dare only whigper its name and desperately need to appropriate an
honest suit of clothes for it to hide in, is a reactionary and crippling myth,

The only thing that the I1.C.0. ideas on People's Republic and Maoist Revolution
can lead to is a sterile sectarian binge. For all practieal purpoges Clifford
i identical with Desmord Greaves cxcept thot his accent is a little Chinese. And

Greaves is net mad - he gets paid for what he does. The quarrels between the
Chinese "Connolly Association" and the other one are those of two huxters on a
street corner squabbling over a pitch =~ bhoth repard talk of a strugple for soc-
-ialism as heresy, both tail after the bourgeois nationalists. Inckily, no class
—conscious worker would touch Brendan Clifford with a ten foot pole - and even 1f
his best friends do tell him, there's not much he can do about it.

BRONCOSAURT

#ho are these 'Irish Communists', who have nothing to do with real communism or
socialism, and need the name 'Workers' Hopublic! to disguise their own politics?
“here have they come from, thesc unnshamed hiph-Stalinist Brontosauri who still
walk among us, these last of the mirhty company of bards who once sang, the glories
of Djugashvili the Great, these last-ditch defenders of the old counter-revolution-
ary butcher? e thought they were extinet! But by some freak of nature we have
beforec us a crystalline particle of refined political silt left behind by the re-
ceeding high tide of Stalinism - essence of its purest muddy water. Let us hold
our noses and lcok a little closer,

B When Stalin's heirs and successors denounced him posthumously for a small selection
of the crimes he and they had committed against the working class, Jim Cannon recalled
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Shakespeare's lines on Caesar: "Dut yesterday the word of Caesar might have stood
against the world; now lies he here, and none so
poor to do him reverence" and we thought it just

about summed it up. But we were 2ll dead wrong about that: 4in crawled Clifford

on his knees to call us liars. Clifford and the I.C.0, are poor encugh to dec

Stalin reverence! They now carry the torch in Irish politics for Stalin, patron

saint and life-long benefactor of grevedippers. They strive to contimue his trad-

ition, How well they succeed, at least on a literary level, is testified in the
pages of their magazine.

A}

In the 1.C.0., we have a little clique which devotes itsclf with complete abanden
40 the grosser arts of Stelinism - shameless lying, distortion, misrcprescntation,
intellechbual Jerry-building and dem-gory. This is a fair description of their
magazine "Irish Communist", desipgnateld their theoretical (really!) vapcr. There
the wonderful idealist trick~losmic of the Good-Marxist Clifford is riven free rein
to turn any summersaults it likes. There too you will find one whole undoctored
fact for every snow-flake in thc 3aharae deserts Initially, in its first issues,
they gave the Irish Stalinist (oops... scrry, 'Communist') a green cover the colour
of arsenici but someons must have told them it pave the pame away on thc contents
inside - s0 they changed it. But it remains Jjust as poisonous.

They flj?g mesthead n quotation from e.... Lemin(!). "#Hthout a Revolutionary
theory there cannot be 2 revolutionary movement". Sc don't say you haven't been
warned! Their 'theory' is less revodlutionary than that of Desmond Greaves - and
since their practice is spewing out their own theory, that isn't revolutionary
either. Perhaps they want to show their high devotion by illustrating Lenin's
point.It is, of course, a negative illustration.

The I.C.0. are the inheritors of all the large mountain of anti-Trotskyist rubbish
which Stalin forgot to mention in his will. The psycopathic denounciation of demon
Trotskyism, the badly tattered lies and distortions (minus the charge of being paid
Imperialist apents), all the treasures of amti-Trotskyism built up by Stalin's
Dictatorshin of The Lie in many decades of sustained effort, all the files of ass-
orted twisting and lying to justify any treachery - 2ll have passed into the keep-
ing of the I.C.0. and cram the pages of the I.C. The sole political diet of the
I.C.0. is the great mountain of dung accumulated over 3 decades by one of the most
powerful totalitarian dung-collectors in history.

WY OLD MEN'S & ceveens"

Just how this had happened puzzled us for a time., Then the mystery cleared itself
up. In the I.C. Clifford tells his indulpent readers how he once found o great pile
of unsold copies of the Irish Democrat ~ while rummoging in the Connclly issociation's
dustbin, (I.C. May 1966 p.18). That, of course, explains everything: Clifford
rummages in dustbins: whexe else could 211 the casb-off Stalimist clap-trap with
which they fill the pages of thc I.C. have come from, except the dusthins at the
back of No,374 Greys Inn Road and ifo.l6 King Street? One day soon he will tell us
also his adventures in John Gollan's bock-alleyway ~ how he happened upon all the
once-glittering, now discarded riches of the Palme Dutt stable of hacks - all the
fools' gold for which they had s0ld their reveolutionary birthright - and the working
class,
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But the Dutts and the Gollans could say they embraced Stalinism gradually, with-
out understanding it until too late, unbil they were hocked and corrupted., and
what could Clifford and the I.C.0, say? They consciously,in full knowledge, eyes
wide open, swallow down the putrifying poison: what kind of pecple are these
Irish Stalinists?!!}

The Z.C.0. clique would like to diemify itself by demanding political, social or
gconomic reasons for its peculiarities. The real explanation is psychological.
For example, Clifford can be scen clearly through material he combributed to a
student magazine four ysars ago - when he was olready a stelinist; +this shows a
posturing cynicism, which makes a cult of 'demonism! and perversity. Much of it
foreshadows the full-blown Maoist of today:

"To be completely honest is to admit that even honesty is worthlegs, Vhere
there is worth there is dishonesty: worth has its oririn in fear and
dishonesty."

And again, another concept which is very relevant to the I.C.O.:

"The strongest assertion of beliefs are nceded where the greatest doubt prevails:
by our beliefs we hide our doubts from ourselves, and often by our heliefs we
hide our knowledge from ourselves."

In an essay on Freedom and human evolution he wrote the following, which we doubt
if he quoted when 2pplying to join the "Irclend Mother Ireland CGlub" of which he
is today a proud member:

"The Englishman is freer than the Russian: that is infisputable, but it only
means that the Englishman is o loss complex being than the Russian, Irishmen
are freer than Inglishmen: baboons are freer than Irishmen., Freedem increases
as one goes down the evolutionary scale..." (EQQ, Sept.1962, p.24)

Well, as we were saying.... Behold the manl

Finally, we will quote Brenden Clifford giving vent o a piece of self-
knowledge on which he should be complimented, If there is any sane person within
5 miles of the I.C.0., who seriously wants to fight for socialism, he should read
it very carefully.....

"4 freak should surrcund himscelf with normal people: this both scts off his

freakishness, and supplies him with a solid groundwork of normality and sanity,
which will permit him to Bé extremely daring in creating monstrosities: in
meking himself a monstrosifiy. . freak among freaks hes nothing to build on,
no environment of normality which hc can pervert, and which in the long run
will preserve his sanity despite his perversions,® :
("Hua", September 1962 p.l6. Thig, and the first two gems above, are from

a collection of self-contained Mao~thoughts entitled, appropriately,

"Pearls Before Swine".)

P.3.: As we go to press there is visible activity in the ICO, There has heen
much rattling recemtly on the cutside of Brendan Clifford's quectaticn-shell
home, and it has disturbed him, So hc reaches out for more quotation cam-~
ouflage. Ve will not stay to watch any alterations to the shape of his pol~
itical dwelling which he works out., No doubt it will stiil beféﬁ%lue—print
from the realm of Stalinist confusion., If he wants to slither sround from
quotation to quotation, let him. e won't pursuc him., Iet him scurry under
the dresser - we won't bother to poke him with the broom hanile any more.



THE ARSENAL OF MARXISM

BY
LEON TROTSKY

{(The mamscript of the followins acrticle was found in Trotsky's desk. Chbviously
it was by no means a complete article, but rather the rough notes for an article
on the subject indicated by his titles He had been writing them shortly before
his death. )

g w W w b

There is one common festure in the dew:lopment, or more correctly the depeneratiom,
of modern trade union organisations in the entire world; it is their drawing clo-
sely to and growing together with the state power. This process is equally char-
acteristic of the neutral, the Social Democratic, the Communist and "anarchist"
trade unions, This fact alone shows that the tendency towards "growing together"
ig intringic not in this or that doetbrine as such but derives from the sceial
condition common for all unions,

Monopoly capitalism doeg not rest on competition anl free privete indtlative but

on centralised command. The capitalist cliques at the head of mipghty trusts,
syndicates, banking consortiums, estceters, view economic life from the very same
heights as does state power; and they require at every step the collisboration of
the latter. In their turn trade unions in the most important branches of industry
find themselves Aeprived of the possibility of profiting by the competition between
the different enterprises. They have to confront a centralised capitalist adver-
sary, intimately bound up with state power. Hence flows the neeil of the trade
unions =~ dinsofar as they remain on reformist positions, i.e., on positions of
adapting themselves to private property - to adapt themselves to the copitalist
state and to contend for its co-operation. In the eyes of the bureaucracy of the
trade union movement the chief 4ask lies in "freeing" the state from the smbrace

of capitalism, in weakening its dependence on trusts, in pulling it over to their
side. This pecaition is in complete harmony with the social position of the labour
aristocracy and the labour buresucracy, who fight for a corumb in the shore of
superprofits of imperialist capitalism. The labour burcaucrats do their level

best in words and deeds to demonstrate to the "democoratic" state how relisbkble and
indispensable they are in peacetime an? especially in time of war. By transforming
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the trade unions into orpans of the stote, fasclem invents nothing new; it merely
draws to their ultimate conclusior the tealencies inherent in imperialism.

Colonial and semi-colonial coum ries are under the sway not of native capitelism
but of foreign imperialism. However, this does not weaken but on the contrary;
strengthens the need of direct, deily, practical ties between the masnates of
capitalism and the governments which are in essence subject t0 them = the govern—
ments of colominl and semi-colonisl countries. Inasmuch as imperialist capitalism
creates both in colonies anl semi-colonics o stratum of laliour aristocracy and
bureaucracy, the latter requires the support of colonial and semi-colonmial govern~
ments, as protectors, patrons and, sometimes, as arbitrators. This constitutes
the most important social basis for the Bonapartist and semi-~Bonapartist character
of the povermments in the colonies and in backward countries generally., This
likewise constitutes the basis for the dependence of reformist unions upon the
state. )

In Mexico (1) the trade unions have been transformed by law into semi-stote inst—
itutions and have, in the nature of things, assumed a semi-totalitarian character.
The statispotion of the trade unions was, according to the conception of the leg-
islators, introduced in the interests of the workers in order 0 assure them an
influence upon the govermmental amd ecconcmic life. But insofar as forecipgn imper-
ialist capital dominates the nationniestote and insofar as it is able, with the
assistance of internal reactionnry forces, t0 overthrow the unstable lemocracy and
reploce it with outright fascist dictatorship, to that extent the leenlisation
relating to the trride unions can engily become a weapon in the hanids of imperislist
dictatorship,

SLOGANS FOR FREBING THE UNLONS

From the forsroing it seems, at first sight, easy to draw the copclusion that the
trade unions cease t0 be trade unions in the imperialist epoch. They leave almost
no room at all for workers' democrazcy which, in the good old days, when free trade
ruled on the economic arens, constitutes the content of the inner life of labour
organisations. In the ebsence of workers' democracy there cannot be any free
strugsle for the influence over the trade union membership. And because of this,
the chief arena of work for revolutionists within the trade unions disappears.

Such a position, however, would be false to the core. We cannot select the arena
and the conditions for our.activity to suit our likes and dislikes. Tt is infine
itely more difficult to fight in a totalitarian or a semi-totalitarian state for
influence over the working masses that in democracy. The very some thing like-
wise applies to trade unions whose fote reflects the chanpe in the destiny of
capltalist states. We cannot remdunce the struprle for influence over workers in
Germany merely because the totalitarian repime makes such work extremely difficult.
e cannot, = precisely the samc way, renounce the struprle within the compulsory
lebour ors;, sations created by fascism. All the less s0 can we renounce internal
systematic X in trade unions of totalitarian and semi-totolitarian type merely
because they pend directly or indircctly on the workers' state or becouse the
bureaucracy ¢ rives the revolutionists of the possibility of worldny freely within
these trade unions, It is necessary to conduct a strugele under all these concrete
conditions which have been created by the preceding developments, including there-
in the mistakes of the working class and the crimes of its leaders. In the fascist

-
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and semi~fagcist countries it is impossible to carry on revolutionary work that
is not underground, illepal, conspirctorial, Within the totalitorian and semi-
totalitarian unions it is impossible or well=-nigh impogsible to carry on any
except conspiratorial work. It is necessary to adapt. ourselves to the concrete
conditions existing in the trade unions of every given country in order to mobil-
ise the masses not only against the bourreoisie but also against the totalitarian
regime within the trade unions themselves anl against the leaders enforcing this
regime. The primary slogan for this struggle is: CGMPLETE AND UNCOMDITTOMAL
INDEPENDENCE OF THE TRADE UNIOMS IN RELATION TO THE CAPITALIST STATE, This means
o struggle to turn the trade unions into the orpgans of the broad exploited masses
and net the orpans of the lebour aristocracy.

The second slogan is: TRADE UNION DEKOCRACY, This second slopan flows directly
from the first and presupposes for its realisation the complete freedom of the
trade unions from the imperialist or colorial state,

In other words, the trade unions in the present epoch cannot simply be the organs
of Aemocracy as they were in the epoch of frece capitalism and they connot any
longer remaein politically neutral, that is, limit themselves to serving the daily
nesds of the working class. They cannot any longer be anarchistic,; i.e. ignore
the decisive influence of the state on the life of the peoples and clesses. They
can no longer be reformist, because the objective corditions leave no room for
any serious and lasting reforms. The trade unions of our time can either serve
as secondary instruments of imperinlist cepitalism for the subordination and
digciplining of workers and for obstructing the revolution, or, on the contrary,
the trede wicne can become the ingtruments of the revolutionary movement of the
proletariat,

[ L] L ]

The neutrality of trade unions is completely and irretrievably a thine of the past,
gone together with the free bour eois “emocracy.

From what hag been said it follows quite clearly that, in spite of the progressive
depensration of trade unions and their growing together with the impericlist state,
the work within the trade unions not only does not lose any of its importance but
remains as before and Tecomes in a certain sense even more important work than

ever for every revolutionary party. The matter at issue is essentially the struggle
for influence over the working classe. Bvery organisction, every party, every fac-
tion which permits itself an ultimetistic position in relation to the trade union,
i.e., in essence turns its back upon the working class, merely because of dis=
pleasure with its organisations, every such orgenisation is destined to perish.

And it must be said it deserves to perish,

] L J L]

Inasmuch as the chief role in backward countries is not played by national but by
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foreign capitelism, the national bourgeoisie occupies, in the sense of its social
pogition, a much more minor position than corresponis with the development of in-
dustry. Inasmuch as foreign capital doess not import workers bhut prolebarianises
the native population, the national proletariat soon begins playing the most imp-~
ortant role in the life of the country. In these conditions the national govern—
ment, to the extent that it tries {0 show resistance to foreipn capitnl, is com-
pelled to a greater or lesser do-rcee to lean on the proletariat. 0On the cother
hand, the govermments of those backword countries which consider inescepeble or
more profitable for themselves to morch shoulder to shoulder with foreign capital,
destroy the lsbour oppganisations an? institute a more or less totalitarian regime.
Thus, the feebleness of the national bhourgeoisie, the absence of traditions of
municipal self-govermment, the pressure of foreign capitalism and the relatively
rapid growth of the proletariat, cut the ground from under any kind of stable dem-
ocratic regime. The govermments of backword, i.e., colonial and semi-colonial
countries, by and larpge assume a Bonapartist or gemi-Bonspartist cheracter; ard
differ from one another in this, that some try to orient in a democratic direction,
seeking support among workers and peasants, while others install a form close to
military-police dictatorship., This likewise determines the fote of the trade
unions. They either stand under the special patronage of the state or they are
subjected to cruel persecution, Pobronape on the part of the state is dictated
by two tasks which confront i%: first, to draw the working olass closer thus gaine
ing a support for resistance agsinst excessive pretentions on the part of imp-
erialism; and, at the same time, to discipline the workers themselves by placing
them under the control of bureaucracye

- & -

MONOPOLY CAPITALISM AND THE UNIONS

Monopoly caopitalism is less and less willing to reconcile itself to the independ-
ence of trade unions., It demands of the reformist bureszucracy and the labour
aristocracy who pick the crumbs from its banguet toble, that they become trans-
formed into its politizal police before the eyes of the working class. If that
is not achieved, the labour burenucracy is driven away and replaced by foscisis.
Incidentally, all the efforts of the labour aristocracy in the service of imper-
ialism cannct in the long run save them from destruction.

The intensification of class contradictions within each country, the intensificat-
ion of antagonisms between one counbry and ancther, produce a gituntion in which
imperialist capitalism can tolerate (i.c., up to a certain time) a reformist bur-
eaucracy only if the latter serves dircctly as a petty but active stockholder of
its imperianlist enterprises, of its »lans and programmes within the country as well
as on the world arena, Social-reformism must become transformed into social imp-
erialism in order to prolongits existence, but only prolong it, and nothing more.
Because along this road there is no way out in senersal.

Does this mean that in the epoch of imperialism independent trade unions are gen—
erally impossible? It would be fundamentally incorrect to pose the question this
way. Impossible are the independent or semi-indeperndent reformist trade unions,

Wholly possible are the revolutionary trole unions which not only are not stock-
holders of imperialist policy but which set as their task the direct overthrow of
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the rule of cepitalism. In the epoch of imperialist decay the trale unions can be
really independent only to the extent that they are conscious of being, in action,
the organs of proletarian revolution, In this sense, the programme of transiticn-
al demands adopted by the last conpress of the Fourth Internationnl is not only
the programme for the activity of the party but in its funilamental features it is
the programme for the activity of the tradle undons,

((translator's note: At this point, Trotsky left room on the page to expound fur-

ther the connection between trade unicn activity anl the Transitionnl Programme of

the Pourth International. It is cbviocus that implied here 1s a very powerful arg-

ument in favour of military training under trade unicon control. The following idea
ig implied; HWither the trade unions serve as the cobedient recruiting sergeants for
the imperialist army and imperialist wer or they train workers for self-defence and
revolution.))

The Aevelopnent of backward couwntrics ls characterised by its combined character,
In other words, the last word of imperinlist technolopy, economics, and politics

is combinsd in these countries with traitional backwardness and primitiveness,
This law can be observed in the most 7iverse spheres of the development of colonial
and semi-colonial countries, inclulin~ the sphere of the trale union movement,
Imperialist copitalism coperates here in its most cynical and neked form. It trans-
ports to virgin soil the most perfected methods of its tyrammcal rule,

In the trade union movement throughout the world there is to be observed in the
last pericd a swing to the riqh%b nd the suppression of intermal democracy. In
England, the Minority Movement ‘< in the trade unions has been crushel {not with-
out the assisbtance of Moscow): the leaders of the trade union movemernt are today,
especially in the field of foreipgn policy, the obedient agents of the Conservative
Party. In France there was no room for an independent existence for Stalinist
trade unions; they united with the,so-called anarcho-syndlicalist trade unions
under the leadcrship of Joghaux %) and as a result of this unification there was
a peneral shift of the trade urdon movement not to the left but to the right. The
leadership of the C.G.T. is the most direct and open agsncy of French imperialist
capitalism.

In the United States the tradc union movement has,passed through the most stormy
history in recent years. The rise of the C.I1.0. (h? is incomtrovertable evidence
of the revolutionary teniencies within the working masses. Indicative anl note-
worthy in the highest desree, however, is the fact that the new "leftist" trale
union organisaticn was no sooner founded than it fell into the steel embrace of
the imperialist state, The strugrle among the tops between the old federation
and the new is reducible in large measure to the strugple for the sympathy and
support of Roosevelt and his cabinet. '

No less graphic, although in a different seanse, is the picture of the development
or the degeneration of the trale union movemert in Spain. In the sociclist trade
unions all thoge leading elemcnts which to any degree represemntet the independence
of the trade union movement were jushe ' out. As regards the annrcho-syndicalist
unions, they were transformed into the instrument of the bourgeois republicans; the
anarcho-syndicalist leaders becamc conscrvetive bourgeois ministers. \?/ The fact
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that this metamorphosis took place in conditions of civil war does not weaken its
significance. War 1s the contimiation of the self-seme policies. It specds wp
processes, cxposes their basic features, destroys all that is rotten, false, equi-~
vocal and lays bare all that is cssential. The shift of thce trade umions to the
right was due to the sharpening of class and internationnl contradictions. The
leaders of the trade union movement sensed or understood, or were given to under-
stand, that now was no time to play the pame of opposition. BEvery oppositional
movement within the trode union movement, cspecially among the tops, threatens to
provoke a stormy movement of the masses and to create difficulties for national
imperialism. Hence flows the swing of the trade unions to the right, ani the sup-
pression of workers' democracy within the unions. The basic feature, the swing
towards the totalitarian regime, passes through the labour movement of the whole
world.

We should also recall Holland, where the reformist an? the trade union movement
was not oniy a reliable prop of imperislist capitalism, but where the so-called
anarcho~-synidicalist organisation also was actually under the combrol ff the imp-
erialist government. The secretary of this organisation, Sneevliet, ) in spite
of his platonic sympathies for the Fourth Imbernational was as deputy in the Dutch
Parlioment most concerned lest the wrath of the government descend upon his trade
union organisation.

In the United States the Departmont of Ieobour with its leftist burecucracy has as
its task the subordination of the trale union movement to the democratic state amd
it must be said that this task has up to now been solved with some success.

The rmationalisation of railways and coil fields in Mexico has of coursc nothing in
common with socialism. It is a measure of state capitalism in a bockward counbry
which in this way seeks to defend itself on the one hand against foreipgn imperial-
ism and on the other against its own proletariat, The management of railways, oil
fields, etc., through labour orpanisations has nothing in common with workers' con-
trol over industry for in the essence of the matter the management is effected
throupgh the labour bureaucracy which is independent of the workers, but in return
completely dependent on the bourgeois state, This measure on the part of the rul-
ing class pursues the aim of disciplining the working clasg, meking it more indusgh-
rious in the service of the common interests of the stste, which appear on the sur-
face to merge with the interests of the working class itself. A4s a matter of fact
the whole task of the bourpgeoisic consists ir liquidating the trade unions as org-
ans of the class strugrle and substituting in their place the trade union bursau-
cracy as the organ of the leadership over the workers by the bourgeocis state. In
these conditions, the task of the revolutionary vanguard is tco conduct a struggle
for the complete dndependence of the trade unions and for the introduction of act-
ual workers' control over the present union bureaucracy, which has hecn turhned into
the administration of railways, oil enterprises and sc on,

Events of the last period (beforc the wor) have revealed with cagpccicd clarity that
anarchism, which in point of theory is always only liberalism drawn to its extremes,
was, in practice, peaceful propaganda within the democractic republic, the protect-
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-tion of which it required. If we leave aside individvwal terrorist acts, etc.,
anarchism, as a system of mass movement anl politics, presentel only propaganda
material under the peaceful protection of the lawse In conlitions of crisis the
anarchists always dil the opposite of what they taught in peacc times. This was
pointed out by Marx himself in connection with the Paris Commune. And it was re-
peated on a far more colossal scale in the experience of the Spanish revolution.

Democratic unions in the ol sense of the term, bodies where in the framcwork of
one and the same mass organisetion different tendencies strureled more Or less
freely, can no longer exist, Just as it is impossible t¢ bring back the bourgeois-
democretic state, so it is impossible to bring back the old workers' democracy.
The fahe of the one reflects the fatc of the other. As a matter of fact, the
indepenience of tra’e unions in the class sense, in their relations to the bour-
geois state can, in the present conlitions, be assured only by a completely rev-
olutionnry leadership, that is, the leadership of the Fourth International. This
leadership, naturally, must anl can be rational and assure the unions the maximum
of Aemocracy conceiveble unler the present concrete conlitions. But without the
political leadership of the Fourth International the indepeniencc of the trade
urions is impossiblie.

COYOACAN, 1940,

NOT®ES,

(1) Under the radical Cardenas Fovernment in Mexico there took place an agrarian
reform and nationalisation of goreign-owned oilfields and railway companies. To
overcome the resistance of landowners and the Catholic Church, the govermment leant
heavily on the working class and the unions involved in runring the nationaliged
cilfields.

(2) The Minority Movement: in Britain in the 1920s, in the aftermath of the preat
betrayals of the working class by the trade union burcaucracy, this rank and file
movement, led by the C.P. and the Dritish section of the R.I1.L.U., woked for milit-
ant poligies within the tradc union movere nt, gaining a great deal of influsnce.
4t one/ it led perhaps a quarter of union members. Having weakened its prospects
during the General Strike period in the middle twenties by pussyfooting arournd the
burcaucracy, the CP finally killed off the Minority Movement Quring the Ultra-Left
Third Period (1929 to about 193L4) by trying t¢ turn the sections inte independent
UNLCNS

(3) Jouhaux, French syndicalist, elccted Secretary of the C.G.T. in 1909; merged
during the Popular Front with the C.2.F.'s C.G.T.U. In 1947, Jouhaux led a hreak-
away from the joint crganisation, now C,2, dominated.

(4) C.L.0. Until middle-thirties, the mejority of imerican workaers woere unorgan-—
ised. Under the blows of the Depression, spearheaded by a breakawey from the craft
umion A.T.L, (the United Mineworkers) there took place a great mess drive for orgen-
isation, eg among car workers, leading to the formation of the C.1.0.

(5) On November 4th 1936 four CMI Ministers entered a coalition Govermment, in
which they remained while it censored their press, disarmed anarchist militias and -
emashed down the r own supporters. Then they were ditched.

(6) Sncevliet. A founder of the Indonesian CP, later expelled from CP of Holland.
Excouted by Nazis in 1942 after a public trial, together with 9 Trotskhyist and
pro-Trotskyist leaders of the R.d.adc.
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FRANCE: POPULAR FRONT AGAIN

In the 1965 French Presidential elections the secord largest Communist Party in Bur-
ope supported the joint candidate of the Socialist farty and sections of the "left"
bourgeois Radicals, Francois Mitterand, who openly supports cepitalist nuclear all-
iances and capitalist rationalisation of French industry. He disagrees not with de
Gaulle's aims, but (formally) with his methods. This alliance was carried a stage
further for the March 1967 elections to the National Assembly. In December '66 the
CP, the PSU (Parti Socialiste Unifier - left social democrats led hy Mendes France),
the Federation of the Democratic and Socialist Left and the S.P. led by Guy Mollet,
cach agreed to stand down in the second round of the elections if one of the others
rgceived more votes, transferring their votes to the Joint candidate.

OPPORTUMIST ALLIANCE

During the election the #5U's campaign was based on the legitimacy of parliament as
against presidembial rule, and 'social justice'. The Left Federation's platform also
stressed this, together with the demand for British membership of the Common Market,
less defence spending, more for schools, hospitals and modernisation investment - a
cepitalist reform programme if ever there was one. 3By standing only for an end to

the "personal power regime", and "democratisation of the stsate", the CP restricted it-
self to this programme.

This alliance had nothing to do with a united front tactic as understood by leninists,
A United Fromt means unity to strugrle spainst the enemy around concrete demands with
freedom to criticise one's allies, while striking together, For revolutionaries in
the era of Imperialism this means uniting the workers around a struggle for demards
vhich hit at capitalist power and lsad %o its overthrow as the logical culmination of
the struggle. This is what the CP didn't do. This new alliance was similar to the
Popular Fronts of the thirties when the petit-bourgeois and reformist parties were gi~-
ven a free hand to spread their demoralising propaganda and the commurnist workers were
tied ideologically and organisetignally to their perspectives, whilst the capitalist
class armed itself to the teeth. &

IN THE FOOISTERS OF THOREZ

Waldeck Rochet, CP General Secretary, in his pre-election address on television, made
absolutely no socialist appeal to the workers and could only bring himself to ask for
"a little bit more Jjustice" for the working man. In an interview in the Morning Star
(16.3.67) Rochet had the following very frank admission to make: "The French CP did
not sacrifice any of its principles to reach this rapprochement, nor did we expect the
Sccialists to sacrifice any of their principles.” Their Joint "immediate democratie
objectives" included the fight for the "re-establishment™(?!)"of a fruly democratic
regime in TFrance, for sccial justice and for a foreign policy of peaceful co~exist
ence.," The CP did not sacrifice any of its principles - and neither did the Left
Federation., They both have the same principles - those of class-collaboration,

PHANTGM NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

The CP's sowing of iilusions in parliament is the worst kind of treachery, because the
road t0 the removal of Gaullism will certainly not be through the exercise of peace-

# B3itors' Nobe: Liam Daltun has promised an article on the record of the CPF,
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ful parlismentary democracy. De Gaulle's own ministers quite blatantly said that it
made not the slightest difference to hig rulc whether or not he dbtained = majority.
Pompidou, the Premier: "Eventually we may have to dissolve Parliament.™ Article 16 of
the Constitubtion gives full power to the Prosident to do this “"legally". Again, M.Alain
Peyrefitte (Gaullist Minister) said on Feb,2lst. "that if the Gaullist majority in the
Agsenbly became & minority, the President would still rely on his mandate from the peo-
ple, as.execubtive power depended on him alone". (Times, 22¢2.67} «os "The Asscmbly meebs
less often and has much less power than in the old days" (Times 14.3.67)s De Gaulle ob-
viously understands the nature of the state even if the CP doesn't want to. His Eve of
Campaign statement, Feb.9th, said “"History, the Constitution and the people's vote ob~
lige me to maintain the contimity of the statec and to ensure that the powers of ths
Republic contimue to function.” '

The bourgeois politicians also understand better than the CP the unstable, unreliable,
capitulatory nature of the petit-bourgeois radicals and Mitterand. In the eventuality
of & U.N.R, minority with de Gaulle as President and ilitterand as Premier heading a
CP, PSU, Left Federation Govermnment, Pompidou was quite sure (speach, 28.2.67) that
Mitterand would be only too ready 0 ecspouse de Gaulle's interpretation of his powers.

This deception by the CP as to the nature of parliament, the state and the *democrsie”
propensities of petit-bourgeois politicians throws the working class off its guard and
will doubly embolden the cepitalists in their futurc attacks on working closs conditions.
As Lernin very aptly stated in "Marxism and Revisionism", written in 1508 apainst the
Revisionists in the Second Inmternational: "Since they say 'The will of the majority
(c.f, "re~cstablishment of a truly democratic regime" P.S.) "rules under a democ-
racy, one can neither look upon the state as an organ of class domination" {c.f.
"aemocratisetion of the state" P.3,) "nor refuse alliances with the progressive
socizl-reformist bourceocisie asainst the reactionaries". ( Marx-Engels-barxism 0.76)

i

To show the uselessness of the National Lssembly is not to dismiss the elections out of
hand., They provided ample cpportunity, had the CP been revolutionary, to ezpose the
nature of the Gaullist dictatorship and its relation to the state machine, which inter-
vened actively for the Gaullists in the clections, They would then have uscd the ele-
ction as a platform in the fight for workcrs' state power, rather than as an end in
itgelf. The overall result was a barc majority for the Gaullists - 244 scots out of
486, The centre parties had their shure ov the votes reduced, being caupht in a pol-
arisation pzocess. The masses have noved left in spite of their leaders, and the Right
has crystallised out: there is no room for "centre" politics. The masses have voted in
increased numbers for "their" parties in spite of the confusionist tactics of the lead-
ers, Objective developments have been the compelling force behind this, A4s in the
thirties, the masses are impelled forward by evemts and their leaders apply every brake
and diversion to stop them.

Meanwhile, the class struggle intensifies. Miners are facing pit closures up and down
France; 12,000 car workers have been locked out in Iyon by their Gaullist Minister em-
ployer; 3,000 engineering workers have recently struck in St.MNazaire, and big upheavals
have becn taking place throughout the artificial textile industry. Thesc incidents only
attest to the tightening of the screws on the French workers.

'COMMUNESM  NCT THE TISSBUR'

As 40 the future, the Mornming Star {22,3.67) quotes Rochet: "(it is) now possible to

draw up & real joint programme to bc implemented by a left wing majority and a govern-
ment of Demoeratic Union." Meanwhile thore will be a'permanent delegation of the Left"
whose task will be to co-ordinate the tactics of the (P, Left Federation and B3U. In a
speech on 30th March, Rochet crowned the capitulation: "it ig not true that the choice

Contirmed on p.43. . E
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(The recent showinz on Telefis Eireann of o scries of U.S. propaganda films about

e

the War in Vietnam - THE STRUGGLE POR ASTA ~ testifies once more to the venzlity
ahld hypocrisy of the rulers of the Little Republic. In between the interminchle
parades in honour of the past strugeles of the Irish people agninst British Imp-
ericlism they turn their propagania mochinery over to justification and defence

of the mechanised masgsacres in Victnom. VWhile remimiselng ot lensth about Black
and Tan atrocities they endorse the American penocide = beside which Mallow, Lidice
and CGuernica are beginming to paic into amateurishness. The following article,
compiled entirely from Western pross reports, 1s o contribution towards estoblish-
ing the true picture. Sece also Blitorisl Note on p. )

THE WESTERN PRESS AND U.S. WAR CRIMES
by _ Bertrand Rursell

e s T v et e o e m—

The United States mointains an army of ocoupobion in Vietnom, enmaped in suppress-
ing a movement of resistance which, by humone standards, commands the support of
the vast majority of the people. The Resistance in Vietnam advances demands for
notionnl sovercignby and independence, the rinrht to self-determination. It is in
this sctting that we must study the record of Americon actions.
"Anyone who has spent much time in the field has ssen the heads of prisoners
held unler water, bayonet hlades pressed nopinst throats, vietims (with)
barboo slivers run under their fin~erncils, wires from o fiell tclephone
comnected to arms, nmipples or testicles".

This statement oppeared in the ilzy York Timos Masazine, November 28, 1965, and was
written by the correspondent of lmwgvecl, Mr., William Tuchy. Such tordare amd
mutilation on the part of Americnn forces has been described with increasing
frequency. Barlier, Donald Wise, the Chief Foreign Correspondent in London of
the Sunday Mirror, reported:
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"No American is in a position to tell his pupils to stop torturing. They are
in no mood to, either. Standord tortures are dunking men, head first, into
water tanks, slicing them with knives, swinging silk stockings full of sard
appingt temples and hooking them to the clectric penerators of military
headquarters". (Sunday Mirror, April L, 1965, )

This documentation is verificd 1n.1ndopenﬂent reports by American correspondentss
"One of the most infamous methods of torture used by the Goverrment forces
is partial electrocution, or "frying". This corresponient was present when
the torturc was employed. Wires were attached to the thumbs of a Vietcong
prisoner. At the other cnd of the string was a field generator, The
mechanism produced electrical currvent that burned anl shocked the prisoncr.”

American reporters have stated thot clectrical torturc is employed throughout
Victnem by American forces, including the battlefield, where small, portable
generators have been "modificd" for torturc purposes and "arc prized for high
mobility,"

"The ding-a-ling method of inberrogation involves connection of clectrodes
from the gencrator to the tomples of the subject. Inthe casc of women,
the clectrodes are attachel to the nipples™.

stated 4,P. correspondent, HMalcolin Browne, An American soldier wrote to his
sister, in the Springs of 1965:

"Our platoon leader stuck one on? of this wire to the lady's chest. It was
a kind of electric shock, becausc she got a real bad burn. They took the
same wirc and ticd it on the lady's husband and brother, but on their
lower parts.”

The MNow York Herald Tribune is more detailed:

"Techniques designed to force prisoners to talk involve cutting off the
fingers, ears, flnpor-nalls or gexusl organs of another prisoncr. A string
of cars decorate the wall of a Govermment military installation, Onc Amer-
icen installation has a Vietcons car prescrved in alcohol." (April 25, 1965)

lMalcolm Browne of the Associated Press writes:

"Many a news correspordent has scen the hands whacked off priscners with
machetes, Prisoners are castrated or blinded. A4 suspect has been towed,
after 1nterroaatlon, behind an armoured corricr across the fields. Many
soldiers enjoy beating up Vietcong prisoners. The subjects of interrogation
so often die after questioning thot intellipence scems to be a secondary

matter." (The Now Face of War, 1965)

The fustralion Jjournalist, Wilfred Burchett, save this description, substantiated
by the International Control Commigsion, of a young cirl:

"The girl bared her right shoulder. I wanted to vomit. The sobiny skin
ended in small, camliflower-like eruptions, where the flesh had becn torn
out with red-hot pincers. There were half-~a=-dozen searing scars on the
upper part of the arm. The girl was torturel for months. She had soopy
woter and urine forced down the mouth and nostrils, eleotricity applied
to the vagina and nipples, flesh torn from the breasts, thiphs and shoulders
by red-hot pincers, a ruler thrust into the vagina. These were interspersed
with bheatings, starvation and milder forms of torture."

i
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This reporting has becn so considerable that we begin to understand how it is
possible for more Vietnomese to have died before the Natiopal Iiberation Front
began its resistance in the South than since. The years of peace betwecn 1954
and 1960, so-called, claimed more lives in Vietnam than the period since 1960,
which includes neorly two years of bombing of the North with tonnages, according
to Secretary of Defence MclNamora, of four million pounds daily. The American s
Press, in its descriptions of the trcatment of prisoners gspeaks freely:
"A helicopter pilot looked up from his drink to relatc what happened to a
coptive. The man Aid not respond, so the officer heaved him out of the
helicopter from 2,900 fect,!

Similar reports appeared in the Horald Tribune:
"Vietcong prisoners were interrogoted in an airplane flown towards Saigon.
Tae first refused to answer questions, and was thrown out of the aircraft at
3,000 feet,®

Again, in the New York Times of July 7, 1965:
"One American Helicopter crewman told friends that he had become infuriated
by o youth, pushed him out of the helicopter at 1,000 fect.!

In the Ibw York Herald Tribunc of September 29, 1965, a detailed description is
given of the treatment cof prisoners after capturc:

"They set a VoC. and moke him hold his hands apaingt his checks. Then they
take wire and run it throush the one hand and through his cheek andl into his
mouth. They pull the wire out throush the other hand. They knot hoth ends
around stakes."

The New York Times Mamazine of November 28, 1965, states:
"Further villagers were rouniled wp and one man was broucht before the company
commander. The Vietnamese officcer turned to his aldvigor and soids "I think
I shoot this man, O.K.?" "Go zhead", said the advisor. The officer fired
& carbine round point blank, strikine the villagor below the chest. The man

slumped and died. The patrol move? on,"

The Houston Chromicle of December 2%, 1964, described the fate of capturcd prisoners:
"There were four, all suspected of heing Vietcong. They Iined them up ahd shot
the first man. Then they questioned the second, They shot him too,"

David Halberstam reports in 1965:

"The marines simply lined up the seventeen and shot them down in cold blood. ™

RBeuter's reports on November 18, 1965:

"In one place, Americans found three Vietnomese wourded. !You won't smile
anymore', soid one of the soldicrs, pumping bullets into his body. The other
two met the some fate.™

The Chicapo Daily News reports, November 19, 1965:
"It is almost impossible to walk without stumbling upon a body. Suddenly, a
wounded soldier lifted one arm weakly, An American sergeant poured a long bu=-
ret of rifle bullets into him., "I'd like to find more of those bhastards trying
to mive up", the sergeant said. No-one disagreed with him."

The New York Times of October 14, 1965, quotes a former sxeccutive of the Inter-
national Commititee of the Red Cross in CGeneva:
"When (the Vietcong prisoners) were tortured, the American army sterted to
destroy Vietcong hospitals and to cut off medical supply.®
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U.P,I. reports on August 3, 1965:
"I pot me a Vietconge I pot ot lonst two of them bastards.' The Americans
ordered a Vietnamese tc @0 lown iibo the hole 4o pull out their vietims. The
victims were three children, botween 11 and 1h."

Malcolm Browhe of the Associstoel Progs reporbed apping
"4 man leaped up fifty yards away and bepan o run. Every machine gun poured
fire at thet man. Finally, he went down silently. ¥e found him on his back
in the mud, four bullet holes across the top of his naked chest. He was alive,
moving his legs anl arms, The squad loocked down at the man and laughed. One
of the men picked up a heavy stake, lying in the mud, ond rammed one end of it
in the ground, next to the wounded man's throat. He forced the stake down
over the throat, trying to throtile the man, Someonc stomped on the free end
of the stake, to break the wounded mon's neck, but the stake broke instead.
Another man tried stamping on the man's throat, but somchow the spark of life
was still too strong. PFinolly, the whole eroup laughed and welked back to
the path.
Two women ren up from one of the huts. One of them put a hand to her mouth
as she saw the wounded man, whom she rccognised as her husband, She dashed
back to her hut and returned in o moment, carrying a bucket which she filled
with water. She poured »addy water over the wounds, to clean off the clot-
ting blood, Occasionally she would stroke his forshead, muttering something.
Slowly, she looked arounl at the trcops, and then she spotted me. Her eyes
fixed on me, in an expression that still heunts me sometimess"

The New York Post of April 30, 1965, quotes o marine who, after haoving shot a
villager in the back, said: :

"Don't think we're killers. We'rc marines."

The New York Journal American on September 16, 1965, states:

Wihis is a new breed of Americans that most of us don't know about, and it is
time we ot used to it. The cightecn and nireteen-year-olds have steel in
their backbones and maybe too much of the killer instinct. These kids secm
to enjoy killing Vietcong,"

I have concentrated on the small daily cvents of this war, as reportcl in the
Western Press, because thesc accounts disclose more than the equally full Western
descriptions of the experimental woopons, which have been developed on vash
scale against the Vietnamese peoplc. The ensual accounts of the behaviour of the
American Occupying army in Vietnam Have been published without noticeable protest
from significant rumbers amonsst those who have read these articles. It is
necessary to understand why.

Two weeks ago, one of the Fditors of the New York Times, Mr.Jomes Reston, wrote
an article entitled: "That Coon Skin on the Wall,™ In this article, he quotes
the President of the United States in his remarks to American troops at Com Ranh
Bay: "Come home with tha coon skin on the wall." "Coon skin" referred to Viet~
namcse. "Ooon skins" are an imecrican expression for Neproes. "Coon skin'
explains how it is possible for the most estcomed paper in the Western world to
print, without inhibition or apparent cmbarrassment, descriptions wpich are just
those we have come to know in Auschwitz, Dochau anil Buchenwald., The President
of the United States who so addressed his soldiers is the same man who szid in

s
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the House of Representatives of thot country on March 15, 1948;
"No matter what else we have of offensive or defensive weapons, without su-
perior air power America is a hound and throttled glant, impotent and easy
prey to any yellow dwarf with o pocket knife,"

This is the legacy, the true and dircet inheritance of the extermination squads
and the pas chambers to which the yellow dwarfs and the coons and the gooks were
sent to inferior exterminstion,

The New York Times of September 25, 1966, published o lengthy article by the
leading military correspomntent, Hanson Baldwin:

"The Defence Department contends that our utilisation of chemical agents in
Vietnam is not only militerily useful, but morc humane than bullets or
explogives."

Mr,Baldwin states:

"Preduction of many types of chemicals has been expanied in the United States
since 1960. These include the deadly nerve gases and the newer so-called
‘benevolent incapacitators!".

He contimes:

"Many of the experts add that modern chemical agents offer greater hope for

humane warfare than any other weapons,"

Documented reports of these chemicals and roses establish that they result in
paralysis, convulsions, asphyxiation and blindness. They have been used through-
out South Vietnami A Washington official stated on November 1, 1965, at the
Notional Foreign Policy Conference:
"We are making limited use of arscmic and cyanmide compounds in the southern
part of Vietnam, but not yet in the North,"

The documentation which I possess concerning the bombing of hogpitals, schools
and sanstoria, consciously and systematically, is taken from Western sources. The
use of such weapons as bombg contaiming millions of razor-sharp stecl fragments,
jelly~gesoline in immense quantity, phosphorus and bacterial devices is consider—
able. The development of forcel lohour camps and a policy of scorched earth,
which has led to the imprisomment of 5% of the rural population of South Vietnam,
nambering eight million people, is Western in origin and has een reported in
Time Magazine and the London Chserver,

Novenber 1966

WORLD LABOUR MEWS Cntd. from p.38.

today is between Gaullism and Communism. It is between perscenal power and the
democratic forces, with the communists forming an intepral part of these demo-
cratic forces." Defining Geullism as "the power of the (economically dominamt)
monopolists,” they propose - not forward to workers' democracy but -~ backward tc
the pseudo-democracy which they didn't 1ift a finger to 'defend' in 1958 against the
army, Thelr current treachery is justified by the need to recoup the losses from
thelr capitulation of yesterday. The Times post-election editorial summed it up:
"Phe Popular Front before the War was not the cnd of the world, and communist minist
ers (sic) sat in the French post war governments +ill 1947. Communists pave useful -
support to various governments of the Fourth Republic.“
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WHAT IS

AUTOMATION

The Age of Automation.
Leon Bagrit. Penguin. 3/6.

Bagrit's 1964 Reith Lectures, publishe?
in this volume, are lucid on the techno-
logical anatomy of auwkomation, and inli-
cate the tremendous possibilities which
its rabtional application would open up.

They also iIndicate the dilemmas thot the

ruling class is confronted with when try-
ing to face the upheavals that automation
would inevitably bring if implemented in
a capitalist society. Bagrit is one of
Wilson's aidvisors anl his explorations
therefore provide a key 10 many of Wil-
son's and the Lebour bureaucrats'! utter-
ances on the 'Technological Revolution'.

What is automation? In orier to answer
thig, one must lay bare some of the fall-
acles which surrourd the conception of
avtomation., Bagrit does this admirably.

NO TEVERS TO FULL

One misconception is that automation is
equivelent to mechamisation. It does, it
is true, embody all the most up-to-ilate
machine techniques, together with all the
achievements of electronics, wave mechan-
ics and mathematical systems analysis. It
is a "machine system which is caused to
operate with maximem afficiency by means
of adequate measurement, observation, and
coentrol of its behaviour". But this is

b under way.
! is the "nerve centre" of the system, on

achieved not by pulling levers or sebtting
the mechine by hand, but by an adjustment

| which comes from within the machine system
{ itgelf in response 4o external anid inter=~

nal stimuli.

In the British steel industry aubomation
has, to an extent, hecn introluced. Inf-
ormation 1s fed into a computer as to the
begt combinetions of glven temperature
with raw materials, heat raligtion ani a
mmber of other variables for the process
Once done, the computer, which

the bagis of measurements which it records,
brings about an adjustment of the whole
plant in accordance with these measurements
anl the specifications as 1ail down in the
initial propramming. If the temperature
pees Aown, the import of raw materials,
specd of machinery, heat raliation ete.
would mutually aljust to produce the best
result for the type of stell being made,

An exomple which drives home the differ-
ences betwaen auvtomation and mechanisation
can be taken from Chaplin's film 'Modern
Times'. This film, portraying the domin-
ance of the machine over man unpder cepit-
alist mechanisatiocn, shows a mechine which
feeds people with cups of tea. 4s well as
pouring pre-made tea into cups, it has an
"arm! which is preset at a certain level
to correspond to the heipght of the mouth
concerncd. It grips the cup and tilts it
50 as to pour the tea into the mouth of
the recipient. However, since everything
has been preset, if he were to move his
heal away the tea would spill down his
shirt, With automstion, the heipht and
digtance of the man would be recorded with
the computer and this would automatically
adjust the heipht, angle, distance of the
arm to suit the man.

If he were at an awkward angle (the requi-
site angle of tilt, with distancs ete, wou-
14 have to be proprammes first) then the
tea would not be poured until the man was
ready anl in a pesition to receive it., In-
stead of man heving to work at the preset
pace of the machine, the machine could be
mode to work &t the pacs of man - a trem-

.
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| TECHNICAL POSSIBILITIES

Thus the use of aubtcomation and comsuter
technology can mamufacture uniformly pre-
cise commodities on a scale of complete
abundance, with the expenditure of little
human labour. Not only uniformity, but
diversity could be created by differential
programming, This is all in the realm of
what i1s now immediately possible, techni-
cally, not some wild fantasy. Man could
be freed from the drudgery of mechanical
work for self-development, with a great
unleashing of creative enerpies, As Bag-
rit says - "Mechanisation has sometines
given millions of peoble sub-human work
to do. Automation does the exact ocopos-
ite "

More to the point ~ it could. But this
will depend on its social use., (Relativ-
ity physics and maiclear fission do not
necessarily lead to atomic weapons, Iiub
given the prevalence of capitalist rel-
ations, they have.) A4utomation can not
only reduce but almost eliminate the lab-
our content from the process of product-~
ion. Dut what does this mesan in the con-
text of capitalism, where these tremen-
dous new tools are private nroperty? Here
Baorit betrays a complete lack of under-
standing., In spite of all his contentions
to the contrary, his visions of a future
automated society fall within the national
capitalist framework.

THE WNeY THECHNCCRACY

Bagrit voices what must surely be in the
minds of British capitalists - the need
to medernise the archaic machinery of
British capitalism: "It is essential for
our future naticnal prosperity in Britain
that we should modernise this country, by
spreading an understanding of the most ad-
vanced forms of technology as ropidly as
we can... #e must somehow induce industw
rial concerns to adopt these new techni-
ques quickly and intelligently..." and,
"nations are adopting automation faster
than we are, with all that it implies in
terms of political power and the ability

to compete in trade," and - "all polit-
iwal parties are concerned with this pro-
blem. It is now widely recogrised that
we must autcmate our industry or else we
shall find curselves uneble to compete,"

It is, as he sees it, not a party problem,
is 'above politics'; a1l parties should
agree on the fundamental direction to be:
travelled, and then education, export
policy, investment policy ete. would fall
into place in an over-all pattern. The
envisaged new society is a 'technocracy'
and is to be the same the world over -
"Jue to the creation of a new technolo~
gical class on a world scale orthedox
political theories are now beginning to |
be amended, if not to crumble, and the
process must inevitably continune., So it
is possible that both capitalism and
communism will find common denominators
as a result of the forces let loose by
the productive power of automation."

Congidering that Bagrit is Chairman and
Mansging Director of Eiliot Automation,
it is not surprising that, after all
this talk about capitalism and commmunism
being outmoded, he should go on to ske-
tch the course for automation .... under
contemporary capitalism.

He sees automation as spceding up the
monopolisation process and therefore -
®*In this case, and agsuming a free eco-
nomy, it is interesting to wonder what
the basis of competition would be béetween
two or more fully automated, and there-
for, presumably, fully efficient conc-
erns," {(my emphasis) Yes indeed, the mind
boggles: '

Bagrit mentions in passing that unempl-
oyment is increaging among certaln groups
in the working class in the USA, espec—:
ially amongst the negro youth, as modern-
isation and autometion sets in on a lim-
ited gcole, eliminating unskilled, semi-
skilled and even some skilled occupati-
ons. However, this is glossed over and
lost in the delirious optimism cf an :
age of goodies adminlstered from on high
by an educated elite trained in a "sense
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of social responsibilifly whiefi 8n_sge

of plenty is going to demand." The Emo--—

loyers, govermment, civil service, are
all going to co-operate and "the educat-
ional authorities, with the full support
of the government, should institute =2
course which would be gpecifically almed

at creating & new breed of adminigtrator".

(My emphasis).
unity, no doubt!

A wonderful corporatce

The effects of automation are that it
enters into the unevenness and rivalries
of world capitalism and addsto them. And,
while a fully automated model economy on
capitalist lines would b%nabsurdity,
larpe scale automation is/perhaps Doss~
ible for an America, which would parbi-
ally solve her problems by squeczing oub
weaker countries from the glutting mark-
ets. Britain has the problem of finding
the material means to compete with inf-
initely superior eccnomies - hense the
attempts among the former glants of Tur—
ope to pcol resources, ep the Concord
project, and provide for themselves a
wider market - the ETEC.

The intensified competition must mean
putting the squeeze on the working class,

and making attacks on their organisations.
The task of socialists must be to work oub

in relation to the concrete develoning
situation transitional slogans. The de~
mand for drastic cuts in the working week
and a sharing of existing work, with ri-
sing wages ze:srsd t¢ produckivity

is only one of these, Defence against

capitalist automation must be coupled with

the fight that will lead to sociolish
automation,

a3
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CF PIN~-STRIPED YOBS3 i
The Harp that COnce, I
Patrick Hall. Helnemann. 2ls. !
e

A telephone call from a man named Donn-
elly tells Michael Marler that his father
is dying, and this sets the stage for ten

riotous days in the life of the unessy

Fbarsineas -executive trying hard to forget

his Irish working. class—backpground, Old
John Marler dies in a pub brawl, the kil-
ler is known and Michael's ex-friends
want to know what the London turncoat is
going to do about it.

This is the first novel by Zotrick Hall,
o Birmingham-born university lecturer.
His rather weak introduckion to the
build-up of tension will give a lot of
people the mistaken imprecession that Mar-
ler's home town is somewhere on the out-
skirts of Dublin, and it is not until
halfway throuph the book that one is
finelly convinced it is Birmingham,

In the earlier stages reminiscences of
the one that had gone dominate the atmo-~
sphere. In this respect the author like
many ancther labours under the delusicn
that most Irishmen before enbering a
boozer must be capable of rendering forty
songs ranging from Kevin Barry to the
Bard of Armagh (an eventuality to which
Desmond Greaves had been devoting his
mingtrel and political talconts for a
whole generation. )

The perdod $wixt death and burial of his
o0ld man, with inguest, wake, requiem and
other trappings is a long drawn oub se-
guence, 1in the intervening period Marl-
er returns to his other world to be told
by his ingipid wife that the death of
his father cannot interfere with the la-=
vish party laid on for her golf club
friends and social-climbilne mother.
Michael 1s suddenly revulsed by it all
and it is near midnight when he arrives
&t the party and proceeds to belt hell
out of his wife, fellow directors etc.
and ends up getting himself suspended.

Tor sheer brutality it would be diffic-
ult to better the descriptive carnage
when he finally catches up with Jones,
his father's killer, and scythes the
legs Trom under Jones' girl friend and
sbamps viclously in the direction of her
cries, with her screaming she will have

his ccbblers off.




In this "all-in" hectic weck lMarler also
finelly breaks with his wifs, has two
affairs with older women, one of which
provides some earthy reading but gen-
erally the author's excursions into sen-
suality are more akin to the contents of
chean paperbacks.

__The book has no political 'message! but
"it is a pity that the author fails com~
pletely to get to real grips with the
business executive world of Marler; wh-
ilst L'Estrange, Bishton and Co arc %o
an extent depicted as the 'oon men' and
'bum boys' they are, the author does not
1ift the 1lid sufficiently to cxposc the
stranglehold these pin-striped yobs of
Mayfair and Park Lane have on the destiny
of millions of workers on boath sides of
the Irish Sea. Michael Marlier actually
sees 1t but is toc much a part of the
racket to exposs it. In consequence he
does not even emerge as an anti-hero of
the Joe Lampton type portrayed by John
Braine in "Room at the Top'",

P Mk,
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Ihe Bold Fenian: Men. Seamus G. O0'Kelly i
) A.1,.Books, 3/6. :

f— N i

After the spate of commemorative mater-
ial produced by the fiftieth anniversary
of Baster Week we had grounds for hope
thet the centenary of the Fenian Rising
would do as well if not betters We were
disappointed; apart from the hrief and
rather scrappy Irish Times Supplement,
nothing at all interesting has appeared
on the subject.

The Bold Fenian Men fails absclutely to
do more than state and restate the det~-
ails of the foundation, growbh cnd foil-
ure of the Fenian movement. Seb out in
the form of a series of potted bilogreph-
ical essays on the leading Fenians, it
is repetitious, unanalytical and almosgt
completely uncritical. True, it teokes
Devoy to task for supporting the Free
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i State in the '20s but lets him off the

hook rather eagily in concluding:
"He gave a lifetime of service to
Ireland., May he rost in peacs,
mingling his dust with that of his
Tenian comrades in Glagnevin,"

This guotation incidentally gives a fair
sample of the pgeneral hapiographical
temper of the entire book. All Fenians,
we are led to believe, arc singleminded
adorers of 'the auld sod'. Vhat form of
society they foresaw as the end product
of their revolution remning a well pre-
served secret: That thoy were deter-
minedly anti-landlord can be estahlished
by the most casual glance at the files
of the Fenian paper 'The Irish People!,
but this antipathy found its expression
in the restatement of the Jacobin ideo-
logy of previous generations,

The Fenian movement rose and declined
apainst a background of falling popul-
ation, consolidation of agricultural
holdings and a reducticn of real wages,
This process meant that the percentage
of agricultural goods consumed by the
producers fell, and a higher percentage
became a commodlty on the market. So
the terrible drain of population increas-—
ed rather than reduced the surplus pro-
duct of agriculture, and proved a stim-
ulus to the growth of a native bourgeois-
ie. ITreland was at this stage in the
anomalous position of being a proto-
feudal enclave within the most highly
developed capitalist state in the world,
and since the iAct of Union Irish indust-
rial development had been absolutely at
the mercy of the more powerful British
economy, It was impossible for the Ir-
ish bourgeoisie %o have an independemnt
existance of its own separate from the
British bourgeoisie. Therefore the al-
ternatives facing the Feniang were an
all~out demand for a workers' state or

retreat into a '"Frco State' type setup
which left the ‘rish economy still at
the mercy of British capitalism.

The Fenians appear never to have fully
understood the implications of this sit~
uation, and despite their working class
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support, despite their sideline support
for industrial struggles, their chief
emphasis was purely anti-aristocratic.
In this context it should be remcmbered
that the only trade unions in Irelond

at that time were craft unions of the
Applegarthian type, an offshoct of the
'amal gamated' unions in Britain, sympto-—
matic of little more than the period of
defeat for the English working c¢lasgs fo-
llowing the collapse of Chartism, and
completely lacking in revolutionary per—
spective.,

Wthen the time finally came in 1922 for
the I.R.B. to make 2 choice about the
future of Irish society they gleefuliy
joined Kevin O'Hipggins, Tim Healy, Eoin
O'Duffy & Co. in the creation of the
ruthlessly militaristic and rsactionary
Free State,

411 this is not to say that the Fenlans
wereh't & progressive force 1n their
time. The Irish landlord system wos o
soeial cesspool which belonged on the
dunghill of history -~ and in the 1880s
the Fenians played a leading role in pub-
ting it there. But this does not escuse
them for being lacrimose patriots who,
as far as clarity of thought and deecis-
iveness of objective are concerned, re-
presented a defintte retreat from the
gtandards of anslytical theught and
cleavheaded Jjudgement set by their Re-
publican predecessors Tone, O'Connor,
Hope, Mitchel and Lalor, Mr.0'Kelly has
done Irish history a grave disservice in
not saying so,

Soviet Military Policy. R.L.Garthoff, |
Faber.

{ This is a most inberesting boock by an

American scholar who works for the State
Depariment and, although it is often
phrased so that Russian actions appear

evil and sinister while similar U.S.

cnes are fine, yet it is well researched .
and its statements an? conclusions are
backe? up by solid documentation from
Soviet sources.

He sees Stalin's objectives in Eastern
Hurope and the Far East as limited to
securing the safety of the Russian State,
and not to extenling the world revolut-
iohy Thus very little help was given to
the Chinese Eevolution, only some capt-
ured Japanese material, in fact; for
Stalin seemed to prefer the progpect of
a weak and friendly, if capitaiist, state,
to a strong Communist one, and to this
end Manchurian industry was plundered and
aid and recognition given to the Nation~
alists.s Once the Chinese Peoples Repub-
lic was established, a treaty, concerning
z Bussian base at Port Arthur, utterly
colonialist in character and even more
favourable to the USSR than that conclud-
ed just after the War with Chiang Kai-
shek, was forced on the Chinese leaders.
This treaty was revised and Port Arthur
handed back to China with extra military
equipment as a borus after Stalin's death
by his successors, in 1954. Incidentally
all the Korean War military equipmeldt
used by the People's Liberation Army was
hought from the Russians, although they
sometimes provided low interest loans to
cover these. BEven Stalin's successors
refused to wipe out this debt. Later on
of course, the most important military
cause of the quarrel was the refusal to
supply atomic weapons to China in 1958.

Other aspects of great interest concern
the very limited aid that the Soviet
Bureaucracy can give or wishes to give

to struggles in other countries, and
their complete lack of any perspective

of social transformation in the advanced
areas of the world. The State Dopartment
hes been looking hard encush but just
cannot find any doctrine for a 'Communist’
take-over of the developed naticns of the
world - apart from refercnces to the pea~
ceful transition to Zocialism in a sort
of hopefully hopeless wny,which even they
can laugh at. The Soviet Officer Corps




is discussed and though 90% are merbers
of the C.P. they are thought to bhe -
political technicians, a very unsurori-
sing conclusion to any but a John 2irch-
er. The military aspect of the interv-
ention in Hungary, amd the lack of such
intervention in Poland, is most carefu-
y analysed and here the erucial dist-
ction seems to have been the loss of
control by the national govermment over
the Hungarian masses and its correspon-
ding success in Poland. Here the secur-
ity services acted with zest for Gomulka
agalnst sections of the army officered
by Russianised foles. Garthoff entirely
loses his unsypathetic tone at this poi~
nt, talking about the Russian difficult-
les,

All in a1l a rewarding book, as long as
the auvthor's qualifications are clearly
kept in mind.

E. G.

i by

NOT THE BEST

The Best of Connolly.
Eds by Proinsias MacAonghusa and Liam
0'Reagein, Mercier Press. 10s,

!
|

"During the lifetime of great revolution-
aries, the oppressing classes congtantly
hourded them, received their teachincs
with the most savage malice, the most
furious hatred and the most unscrupulous
campaigns of lies and slander. After
their death, attempts are made to con-
coct them into harmless icons, to canon-
ise them, so t0 say, and to surround
their names with a certain halo for the
Yoconsolation" of the oppressed classes,
and with the object of duping the latter,
while at the same time emasculating the
essence of the revolutionary teaching,
blunting its revolutionary edpe and vul-
garising it."

What Lenin wrote on the traders in a
cagtrated Marxiasm also describes the
posthumous fate of James Connolly, to- |
day a national icon and a distant father~
figure to all sorts of pinks - ranging
from Labour Party right-wingers through
the CP factions up to demagogic pseudo
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left journalists on the make. The cont-
rast between the living man and the use
t0 which the remains are put is startl-
ing. MachAonghusa's close connection with
the Irish Independent is no secret - and
this paper stands now for precisely the
same things as when it played a perhaps
decisive part in nerving the Imperialists
to finish off the wounded Comnolly. Yet
todey an editor of Connclly can have a
foot -~ or maybe two feet - in the camp of
his murderers and still do a nice trade
in 'Connolly'ism.

Any relatively cheap selection from Con-
nolly such as this one (to be published
on May lst) is particularly welcome now
that the ITGW has withdrawn the subsidy
from Desmond Ryan's L-volume selection,
But this 'Connolly' is tailored very muceh
to his editors' dimensions. They have ma-
naged to0 include casual pieces of journ-
alism and exclude all but the barest min-
imum of the earlier, De Leon pericd, art-
icles. They alsoc omit such programmatic

articles as "Our duty in This Crisis",

written at the beginning of World War I,
which gives a far better, less impress-

ionistic picture than much of the mater-
ial of this period which they do presemt.

However, the material the editors had to
work with placed a definite limitation
on their dbility to pull it down to their
own level. They could find no such rub-
bish in Connolly's writing as the schema
they quote at the head of their introd-
uction - from Mazzini! - admonishing the
working class to line up, with proper re-
gard to rank, behind the weaker bourgecis
~ies of the worlid.

This volume shows well Connolly's ambiv-
alent attitude to Catholicism, The For-
word to Labour,Nationality and Religion
ig a damning list of the crimes of the
Catholic Church against the people of
Ireland over 7 centuries - and yet evi-
dence throughout the articles leaves no
doubt that Connolly was a Catholic of
sortse He had a persuasive propaganda
line towdrds Catholics of denying any
contradiction between socialism and rel-
igion; and at the same time as damning
the record of the Church, he held out
hope for an opportunist adaptation to
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gsocialism on its part. Holding to the

concept of the historical derivation of
ideas from the social enviromment, he
nevertheless received Extreme Unction
while men like Clarke and others of 1916
refused it. His Catholicism was morethan
mere propagandist adaptation, In this he
was not a Marxist, and he showed an unde-
erestimation of the power of ideas, of
the battle on the ideological front for
a congistant humamistie working class
world outlook, without princes, popes or
gods, which was the over-riding concept-
ion of all Lenin's activities.

Two of the articles glone, Economlc
Conscription, Jan.19167 which Connolly
outlines his conceptior! of what the first
independent Irish government would have
to do; and 'Revolutionary Urdonism and
War', March 1915, whatever one may think
of its line on Germany, Justify the book
an® make it well worth buying and cirou-
latings. The title, though, tells us more
about the editors than the auvthor., This
may be a more or less representative se-
lection from Connolly, but it is certain
~ly not his best.

S * L'II

DHAOINEMAOINEMAGCINAEM
T O DIE IN MADRID,

In July 1836 a sharp polarisation took Franco had not only God on his side, but
place in Spain, DLandowners, the Church the Church as well. Above, one of his
and the bourpgeoisie pgave thelr support army chaplains blessing troopsa.

+0 the military cvonspiracy led by the
fascist generals Sanjurjo, Mola and Franco, and aided by Falangist and monarchist vol-+

urnbeers. Workers and peasants seized factories, mines and land, and formed themselves
into militias to defend them.

Rossif's Civil War documentary tells the story of the rise of the Republic and of the
long bitter war that ended in its fall, It attempts no analysis, and so leaves untouch-
ed all the myths and ill-fitting cliches constructed by those who undermined the Repub~
lie long before Franco's troops marched in triumph through Madrid: the Stalinists and
'1iberal bourgeoisie'. Dolores Ibarruri is presemted as the Great Revolutionary la
Passionaria, while no mention is made of her Party's disarming of the workers' militias,

{dissolving of their soviets and forcibly handed back the expropriated property to its

former owners. It does, however, movingly show the Spamish workers' spirit of self-
sacrifice and determination, it does not spare the Church, and gives a strong visual
impression of the War - particularly memorsble are the scenes of the Iaternational

Brigade leaving Madrid, slogan-covered carriages and clenched fist salutes to the crowds:
at the station, Rod Baker




"Phy father is a poor man", mark well what that may mean,
On the tablets of thy memory thet truth write bripht and clean,
Thy father's lot it was to toil from carliest boyhood on,
And know his latent energies for a master's profit drawn.

Or else, ill-starred, to wander round and huxter-like to vend

His precious store of brain and brawn to all whom fote may sernd
iscross his path with pgold enough to purchasc lebour's power,

To turn it into gold again and fructify the hour

With sweat and blood of toiling slaves like unto us my soh;

4iye, throuph our veins since earlicst days, 'tis poor man's blooﬂ:gii
Treasure ye in your immost heart this lcracy of hate -

For those who on the poor man's back have climbeld to high estaté,

The Lords of Land and Capital, tho slove-lords of cur age

jtho of this smiling earth of ours have made for us a Cage...

And how soe'er you earn your wage, all where soe'er you go,

De it beneath the tropic heat or 'mid the Northern snow,

Or closely pent in factory walls, or burrowing in the mine,

Or sacrching in the furnace hell of steamers cross the brine...

The men and women of your class, tell them thelr wrongs and yours
Plamt in their hearts that hatred deep that suffers and endures,
and treasuring up each deed of wrong, each scornful word and look,
Inscribe it in the memory as cthers in a hook.

and walt and watch through ealling years the ripening of time,

Yet deem t0 strike before that hour were worse than folly - crimel

The robbers made our fathers slaves, then chained them to the soil,
For a littie longer chain - a wage =— we must exchange our toil.
But open force gives way to fraud, and force again behind

Prepares to strike if fraud should fail to keep man Aeaf and hlind,
Our mothers see their children's limbs they fondled as they grew,
AnA doted on, caught up to make for rich men profits new.

These thinss belong not to the past bub to the :resent day,

And they shall last '$il in our wrath we sweep them all away!




