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EISTORIAL
Towards an Irish OCTOBE

({This Preanble was adopted at the 1967 Annual General Meeting of the Irish Workers!
Group, It sums up the basic principles and politics of the orgamisation,))

4). The name of the organisation is the Irish Workers' Group., It is a revolution-
ary socialist organisation which aims to mobilise the Irish section of the internat-
* ional working class to Jverthrow the existing Irish bourgeois states, destroy all

remaining Imperialist organs of pclitical and economic ¢ontrol, and establish an
All-Treland Socialist Workers' Republie,
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B). WORLD CGAPITALISM

Worl!d cgpitalism long ago - from at least the beginning of this
century of Imperialism - became a barrier holding back the potent-
ialisties of human culture. The objective prerequisites of werld
socialism have long been attained, and are in fact over-ripe. The
compounded contradictions of the system have led to a succession of
world wars, ocatéestrophic slumps ard periodic recessions, colondal
massacres, amd fascist barbarism. It cannot organise the awailable
resources of humanity rationally: even in its relatively expansive
periods it has meant irratiocnality and waste, - coupled with absoclute
poverty and stervation for the majority of mankind. In a1l its pha-
ges it is a regime of grinding - and increasing -~ exploitation

of the workers and colonial peoples, The basic conmtradiction between
the gigantic ard growing social productive resources now in exist-—
ence and their subordination to the archaiec capitalist system, bound
by private ownership and the profit mainspring, comtimes to fester,
threatening to replace the present time-marking economic tempo with
slump, the present vast wastage on arms production with the use of
these arms, the present loeal and colonial wars with new world wazs,
The TImperialist distortion of world economy, -control of the world
market, continues to retard the less developed areas of the world,
making sericus industrialisation and development difficult %o the
point of impossibility. Reactiomary capitalism now stands astride

the path of development of mankind, And today the gangrencus shage

of a system overripe for replacement threatens humanity not only
with a continuation of the barbarity of our epoch =~ but even with
nuclear destruction., Human civilisation ~ indeed human life -
can only be assured by the proletariat, +the only c¢lass capable of
replacing cepitalism with & higher system, free from the present
deadly contradictions,.

The very irrationality of capitalism, which is concretsly manifested
in crises, wars and wage and other struggles imposed on the workers,
rouses and prepares the working class for this task., It creates the
conditions for the education into socialist awareness and for the
replacement by a Marxist consciousness of that- bourgeois ideology
which is essential to the continuation of the capitalist system. The
proletariat throughout the world will end exploitation and create
socialist order out of cepitalist chaos, It will destroy the rule
of capital, make war impossible and abolish state frontiers, It will
change the entire world intc one co-operative community, make a rea-
lity of the brotherhood and friendship of all peoples, Only the vic-
tory of the proletariat van open a forward road for humanity: and
that final victory will be the beginiing of +the real history of
liberated mankind.

c). PROLETARTI AN INTERNATTIONALISIL

We orientate curselves on the programme of a world struggle for aoc—
ialism: we are proletarian internationalists. The struggle for the
Workers' Republic in Ireland is part of a global struggle by the
world's workers for socialism, Capitalism is not national, but an
organic world system, and our battle for socialism dis hecessarily
part of a world struggle, the proletariat & world revolutionary
class. The workers of Ireland have more in common with the workers
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of every other country than with the cepitalists of Ireland. We de-
clare our active revclutionary solidarity witk all those forces str-
uggling against capitalism and imperialism the world over. We dec-—
lare our solidarity with the workers in the deformed and degenerated
workers' states in their struggle to overthrow the privileged paras-
itic bureaucracy, establish demccracy and re-organise the economy
under their own control. At the seme time we defend unconditionally
agalnst Imperialism thes@ states, where the rule of the bourgeocisie
and of imperialism has been overthrown, believing that any vistory
for imperialism would be totally reactionary, Only the revdit of the
working class in Russia, China, Jugoslavia, ete,, can offer any pro-
gressive alternative to the present regimes there.

D).,  CAPITALISM IN IRELLND

Ireland's place in the world capitalist system has always been a un-
ique one - that of a backyard affixed to and controlled by England,
Her economic growth 1s emmeshed in a combined ‘development! with
England, Dominated and exploited by her stronger neighbour, Ireland
graphically illustrates all the negative aspects of cepitalism. Even
when it was progressive on a world scale, in Ireland capitalism
meant foreign domination and cppression of the people, despoilation,

economic exploitation, deliberate retardation, depopulation of whole
areas, a permanent wasting disease of human resources ~ and finally
partition with its internal tarrifs and economic stagnation. The
short economic boom of the late 1950s had already fizzled out in the

sarly 1960s, Now the Anglo-~Irish Free Trade Agreement means a new
economic Act of Union, a new, open, recognition of total economic

dependence on Britain, only this time as part of a move towards west

Eurcpean federation, Irelard cannot achieve economic freedom urder
capitalism. Hconomic freedom will only become real under socialism,

through socialisht international co-operation. Irish capitalism is a
stunted growth, Jjoined at the spine to Britain, presided ovwer by a
feeble, split bourgeoisie utterly incapable now as in the past of
organising even a minimal economic 1life for the people of Ireland,

and equally incapable of realising economic autonomy, The Irish
bourgeoisie long ago played out the meagre progressive role allotted
it by circumstances on the stage of Irish history.

The <z serious progressive act of Imperialism ard Irish capitalism
has been the creation of an Irish proletariat capable of putting an
end to capitalism's futile existence, and cepable, as part of the
world revolutionary class,of realising the age-cld dream of the peo~
ple of Irelanl for freedom, The best traditions of +the old, bour-
geois, republicanism have passed to the socialist working class, the
only class in Ireland today capable of transforming society and the

subordinate relationship with Great Britain - +the only uncondit-
ionally revolutionary class. The only genuine liberation of Irelard
will be from the inexorable - uncontrolled - pressures of inter-

national capitalism. All the esscential goals of all the past defea-
ted and deflected struggles of the Irish people over the centuries
against oppresslon.and for freedom of development and freedom from
exploitation, can now only be realised in a Republic of the working
pecple, as part of the Socialist United States of Hurope and the
World,
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The I.W.G. stands against the divided Irish bourgecisie, Green,
Orange and Green-White-and-Crange alike, and for the revolutionary
unity of the workers of all Ireland in a struggle for state power.
The Irish working class has no common interest with any section of
the Lrish bourgeoisie. As for the pstit bourgeoisie, any revolution-
ary role for the small farmers against the bourgeoisie is entirely
conditional on the rise of the urban and rural proletariat to lead-
ership of that class, and above all on its separation from the big
capitalist farmers. A proletarian/worke:r-farmer alllsnce i$ in turn
only conceivable as an incidental in a working class movement fight-
ing for its own class aips,

We stand for the revoluticnary ccmbat against Imperialism and nat-~
ional oppressicn in every form,whether that of garrison Imperialism,
neo—colonialism or the glaring econcmic dominatiog of the small nat-
ions by the super-powers which is inevitable where the capitalist
world market remains as the sole regulator of relationships. But we
denounce those who, in the nasme of "Republicanism" and "“Anti-Imper-
ialism" attempt to subordinate the working class to any section of
the bourgeoisie and who counterpose a defunct petit bourgeois nat-
ional narrow-mindedness to the sociazlist struggle of the workers for
power., Natiinal unity will be achieved, if not by the coming to-
gether of the Irish capitalist class under the auspises of the Brit-
ish Imperialist state and the capitalist drive towards West Buropean
Federation, then as an incidental in the proletarian revolution. The
pussibility of any other rovolutionary reunification is long since
passed. The only revolutionary republicanism is the Internationalist
Soclalist republicanism of the proletariat,

¥). THE WORKERS' REPURLIC

The only road to the re-orgenisation of society i1s the conguest of
state power by the working class. The proletariat must teke power,
turn it against the class enemy,and use it as = lever to expropriate
the exploiting classes and Imperizlism, establish the Workers'! Re-—
public and begin the economic and social transformation - the bui-
lding of socialism. The workers! congquest of power will not mean
achieving majorities in bourgeols parliaments and installing social-
ist ministers to drive the existing state machinery, Workers' power
nenessitates the breaking up of the political power of the bourgeoi-
sie by the mass action of the armed working class, and the breaking
up of the existing state apparatus which sanctifies and defends the
exploiting class, The existing state machinery with its bourgeois—
type army, led by bourgeols officers; its civil and political police
= and in the North the sectarian special constables; 1ts Judges,
priscn warders and governors; its priests of the various persuasions
and other ideologists; 4its civil service, functicnaries and offic-
ialsy its sham parliamentary 'democracy':~ this will all be disman-
tled. Workers! power means the disarming of the bourgeoisie armd

thelr officer castes and other reactionary armed growps -~ and the
" self-arming of the proletariat crganmised as a (itizen Red Army, It
means the abolition of the bourgeois laws ~ with their +typically

bourgecis bias in favour of property cgainst 1ife - and law courts:
and it means their replacemsnt by workers' law and proletarian
courts, It means the secularisation of all state and social l1ife:

pres
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the elimination of all religiocus instructicn in schools, the removal
from religious institutions of all state patronage and subsidy, and
the making of religion into a private matter in relation to society,
thus finally eliminating in practice, by guaranteeing both freedom
of worship and full freedom of atheistic propaganda, the sectarian
rivalries which have helped Imperialism and the Irish bourgeoisie to
split the working class.

In short it means the elsboration of working class organs of admin-
istration of a new type, ard with +this the complete, transparent
democratisation of all social life, bhest expressed in the replace-
ment of bourgeols parlismentarianism by a regime of Vorkers! Coun=
cils, organised in a pyramid with immediate recall at each level as
a guarantee of representativenesss A4ll states before the Octcber
Revolution were organs of a ruling minority to suppress and manipul-
ate the vast exploited majority, and therefore functioned through a
permanent bureaucracy attuned to the needs of the ruling class. The
Workers! Republic is the rule of the majority, organised through
workers! councils, without standing army or permanent bureaucracy,
beeding repression initially only against the formerly exploiting
minority. Therefore the character of this semi-state of the working
class is redically different. Whereas bourgecis democracy is based
on a state of exploitation of the vest majority, and is only an
empty, legalist formula masking a bourgecis dictatorship, the Work-
ers' Bepublic means real democracy, the reality of the cemtrolling
will of the proletariat: it is democracy by and for the working peo-
ple against the exploiters,

In the Workers' Republic the means of life will be social propertys
The factories, mines, land and means of transp,rt and communication
will be the common property of the working people, controlled democ—
ratically. 41l imperialist economic holdings will bé expropriated.
Large-scale industry will ke nationalised, as will the banks and in-
surance companies, (Nationalisation.being tnderstood as the trangf-
ercrce of ownership to the Workers'! state under the direct socialist
management of the working class. The existing state-capitalist ent-
erprises will also be transformed into social property by the work-—
ers' state.) Ierge estates and capitalist agricultural undertakings
will be nationalised. There will be state moncpoly of the wholesale
trade, natithalisation for the use of the people of large hcuses in
town and country. Small property, urban and rural, will not be expr-—
cprizted, and non-exploiters will not be coerced.Only when the snall
farmers can see the advantages of amalgamations and large-scale agr-
iculture and themselves desire this will there be any question of
reorganisation here. Until that time, planning by the Workers' state
will at least free the small farmer from the disastrous effecis of
the present anarchic capitalist system,

On a local level workers' management will be the rule; on a national
level, economic functions will be cemtraslised in the hands of the
democratically controlled Workers' sitate: the central and local will
interact and mutually adjust to the other. TFor the first time a ra-
ticnal sconomy planned in the interests of the self-controlling wor-
king masses will be possible,
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P), THE ORISIS OF IRAPERSHIP

Tn Ireland today the proletariat is the locus of all real progress.. -
But the present condition of the lsbowr movemmt prevents it from
playing the role ~ which it alone can play - of revolutionary reorg-
aniser of scciety. The existing Lebour organisations are under bou-
rgeois domination in varying degrees: in particular the domination

of bourgeois ideology and the bourgeois state. The Trade Union bur-
eaucracy is a petlt bourgeois ocubgrowbh from the worlking class and a
me jor agency for bourgeois influence on it. The Labour Parties, de-
spite their worker origins and menbership and their vague socialism,
function as a linb of the capitalist system, aiding in the control
of the working class. They reject class struggle and categories,
particularly in relation to the state, which they insist 01 sceing
as neutral. Refusing to understand that socialism is only possible
as the result of a proletarian victory against the bourgecisie,these
organisations have sidebrackod the workers for decades. They ape the
capitalists even to the extend of reproducing the regional divisions
of the bourgeois-Imperialist partition! In that they make tentative
steps towards reunification, echoing timidly the growing cordiality
of the capitalists, it only shows once more that they remain true to
themselves ~ or rather, to the bourgeoisie. The various Irish sta-
linist grouplets, here as elsewhere, have sunk to the level of soc-
ial-democrats, preaching parliamentarianism north and south <«f the
border, In the South they conbine these tendencies with s straight-
forward petit bourgeois nationalism, They too echo the bourgeois-
Imperialist divisions, with Orange "Communism" 3in the North ard
Green (Catholic) "Communism® in the South,

In this form the erisis of proletarian leadership which afflicts the
world labour movement presents itsclf in Ireland. This orisis mani-
fests itself absolutely in times of decisive clashes in the defeat
of the class,It manifests itself relatively at other times in a loss
of effectiveness in struggles on wages and conditions, In ZIreland
the disastrous effects of the feebleness of Labour leadership first
asserted themselves in the abstention of Labuur from fighting for a
Workers' Republic during and after the War of Independence -~ and
this feebleness has manifested itself in big things and small  ever
since, Today it expresses itself in a sharp growing together of the
trade union bureaucracy and tre state, and in the utter failure of
the Lebour Parties and unions to fight in earnest +the attempts of
the bourgeoisie to unload their prdblems onto the working class.

The continued existence of worlid capitalism 46 its present over-ripe
stage is the direct result of this crisgis of leadership. Time after
time in the pest decades, in country after country, in tune to the
convulsions of what could have been capitalism's death agony, the
workers have moved against capitalism, Bach time thke conservative
apparatus of the labour organisaticns, political parties and trade
unions have held the class back, demoralised it, derailed 1t, def-
lected its blows from the weakest points in the enemy's defences: in
every declsive clash the workers have been misled to bloody defeat.

The Communist Parties were founded after World War I to oppose the
renegade Social-Democratic apparatus which had become the hangman of
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the Burcpean revoluticn, Bubt the resulis of the Social-Democratic
betrayal of the post-war revolutionary upsurge were 0 mean the iso-
lation and degeneration of the one vietorious workers'! reveluticn
and within a decade, under the influence of the burgeoning Stalin
dictatorship in Russia, the new Communist Parties began to play the
seme sort of role, ever-more Openly, ever-more treacherously - and
far more effectively for, after all, they carried the banner of the
October Revolution. Despite their successive acts of renegacy it has
‘requires a whole historic period, the experience of the Hungarian

Revolution and the break-up of the Stalinist monolith to present ag-~
ain the opportunity for the solution of the wrisis of proletarian
leadership in the building of a new mass workers' international ard
of new natioral sections of this international revolutionary party.

Capitalism, the most dynamic and adapteble system in human history,
has survived despite the murdercus orises by which it has been
wracked throughout most of this centurys If circumstances permit it
to pay the necessary price in an ever-increasing toll of proletarian
blood and degradation, there are no insoluble crises for capitalism,
The bourgeoisie will not fall automastically into history's abyss. It
is a highly conscious force, struggling for its positions, capable
of defeating the proletariat time afbter time and even of dragging it
down into nuclear war: the victory of the proletariat depends on
conscious preparation, on its ability to struggle effectively and
successfully to deliberately take control of society out of the
hands of the bourgecisie. {And this consciousness is the necessary
prelude to the scientific.control of nature which is the pre-requls~-
ite for socialism). In immediate practical terms it depernds on our
ability to construct a world revoluticnmary organisation, with strong
ratioral sections, as a solution to the crisis of leadership. The
LW.G will play its part in resolving this crisis,

G).  TRADITIONS

The I.W.G bases itself on the politicel and organisational posit-
ions of the first four, Leninist-Trotskyist, Congresses of the Comm~
unist International and on the Transitionsl Programme of the Found-—
ing Congress of the World Party of the Socialist Revolution  ( Fourth
International), These Congresses, representing the highest peaks of
consciousness attained by the Marxist movement of the world, summed
up and codifiied the global experience of the proletarian struggle,
and ir particular the expsrience of the October Revolution.

The Programme of world revolution eleborated at these Congresses re-
meins the only basis and guideline for serious soclslist activity,
The Congresses of the eraly Comintern, flushed with all the cptimism
of the great October Revolution, were followed after only 19 years
by the founding congress of the Fourth International. The founding
of the Third International hed been the signsl for a return to the
revolutionary Marxism of Marx and Engels, cleansed of Social-Democ—
ratic perversion. Ard in 1933 the rearguard of Bolshevism, scbered,
temporarihy isolated, hardened by the experience of battle against
the new stalinist corruption and tempered in the tragic defeats of
the working class at this period, re-proclaimed once more the polit-
ics of unfalsified Bolshevism., The true vanguard in a tims of reac—
tion, they held determinedly to the theoretical conguests of +he
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working class = enbodied in the documents we here endorse.

Despite the organisationel disarray which isolation, ideclogical
ercsion and the blows of hostile forces have wreaked on the Fourth
International, there exists no other stream of genuine Marxism, of
working class revolutionary socialism, except Trotskyism., The Pro-
gramme of the Fourth International is the present~day Bolshevism,
Every other terdency, from Stalinism to Social-Democracy, is patent-
ly dead for accomplishing the historic tasks of the working class,

H). THE REVOIUTIONARY PARTY

World history shows that the proletariat cannot take power, in cert-
ain conditions cannot even defend itself, without a serious revolut-
ionary organisation, The working class must generate a revolution-
ary leadership,tempered in struggle,a proletarian 'column of stecl's
the Bclshevik-type combat party. The I.W.G. is the nucleus of such
a party. Basing itself on the scientific world outlock of Marxism
which it foses with the lsbour movemmt in a dialectical wunity, it
aspires to enrol the most active and class conscious militants, As a
whole it aspires to become the collective leadership of the class as
a wkole,

Basing ourselves on the concrete struggles of our class, we bring to
these struggles the Transitional Programme of slogans and demands
which pose ever-more sharply the question of state power and control
and thus serve as a bridge to +the Workers'! Republic - sattempting
systematically, on the basis of concrete issues, to mobilise the
masses against the very basis of the bourgecis regime, We do not
attempt to bind the movement in advance to any particular tactics or
forms of struggle: nor do we reject any tactics or forms of struggle
in advance., Unlike both the physicael-forcists-on-principle and the
legalistn-cn-principle, . for us the issue between armed struggle and
the various forms of patient legel activity in the different fields
of work is decided at _each step by a concrete analysis, Our task is
to lead and fuse the different fields c¢f the class struggle in a
conscious stratgey to win state power, This task demands a perman-
ently mobilised, disciplined organisation of active militants (how-
ever small in number) capable of resnonding to events with revolut-
ionary seriousness, capable of bringing its collective weight and
experience t0 bear on a given point of the struggle. The existence
of this revolutionary socialist combat party is a pre-cordition of
working class ripeness for powere. The building of this party begins
*with a merciless struggle against all bourgeois ideology and forms
¢f organisation, so that it may strive to give full consciousness
and comprehension of its situation to the broad labour movement and
establish workers' power and socialism as the aim of that movement,

The form of orgapisation of the Group is Democratic Centralism, a
flexible fusion of both, adaptable in changing conditions +to give
the best conbinatioh of centralism in action and democracy in decis-
ion, in a variety of possible conditicons, Each menber is a sell of
the organism and there are no dead cells., Only where a mimimum of
activity is a condition of membership cen there be both a serious
approach to activity and full conscious and deliberative democracy.
Democratic Centralism means, in a word: '"Without inner democracy -

-
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no revolutionary education. Without discipline - no revoluticnary
action, Full freedom in discussion, complé = unity in action."

I), BUILD THE IRISH WORKERS' GRCUP !

The Irish Workers' Group calls upon the best and most sericus elem-
ents of the Irish working class to join it in the battle for social-
ism, To trade union militants we say - only the elimination of
capitalism offers any long-term staoble advances ih wages and condit-

jons, To socialists we say =~ the only viable socialism is the . -

Marxist programme of class struggle and workers' power. To Republic-
an activists we say =~ the only conceivable Republic that is other
than a mockery of all the past struggles is the Workers' Republic,

The road of the Irish Workers' Group will not be an easy road. It is
the dangerous road of Luxembourg, Iiebknecht, Connolly, Mellows and
Leon Trotsky. It is the road of not only the victorious Bolsheviks
of 1917 but also of the urbroken Trotksyists of Vorkhuta, bound to-
gether as they were by the common Programme on which we also stand,
" We know of no other road 40 socialism, We offer no smooth, mytholo-
gical "peaceful transition to socialism", by permission of or in al-
. liance with the capitalists =~ but a programme of harsh struggle.
Por us there can be no peaceful coexistence with Imperizlism and
capitalism or with their agents and supporters within the labour
movement: there is only irreconcilable conflict, The I,W.G. "uncom-
promisingly gives battle to all political groupings tied to the ap-~
ron strings of the bourgeoisie, Its task - the abolition of capit-
alism's domination., Its aim -~ socialjap. Its method - the pre-
letarian revolution." Its rules are those codified by Trotsky - for
the Fourth International: "To face reality squarely; not to seek the
line of least resistance; to call things by their right names; te
speak the truth to the masses, no matter how bitter it may be; not
to fear cbstacles; +to be true in little things as in big ones; to
base one's programme on the logic of the class struggle; to be bhold
when the hour for action arrives = these are the rules of the
Fourth International.? ‘

We will recruit not those for whom socialism is a nice ides, a wish,
a dream or a vague aspiration =~ but those for whom the strugegle
for socialism becomes the main content of existence., We want not. the
spare evenings of dilettantes - but the active, dedicated lives of
revolutionaries, The Irish Workers! Group will recruit the most act-
ive, most devoted, most self-sacrificing of the new revolutionary
generation, and weld them into a force that will lead the working
class finally to take full control of their own lives and of +heir
own destiny, The Programme of Lenin and Trotsky will enable the or~
ganisation to attract people of the essential quality for acoonpli-~
shing this task,

Our confidence in the future of that Programme is as unshakesble as
is our determination to build the Irish Workers' Group into an orge=
anisation capable of fighting for it effectively,




The negro arrived on the American continent «
in chains, From the beginning he was both
an integral part of American class society
and at the same time foreibly alienated e
from it as a chattel slave., After the Cive
il War of 1861-65, which formally ended
the period of slavery, there followed a
brief liberation drive, Reconstruction,
which subsided leaving in the saddle a
mcdified version of slavery in the form
of sharesropping, About one quarter of
the ex~slaves were able to acquire their
own small farms. For a while small farmers,
black and white, were driven together in
self deflence against the plantation owners.
They formed the Southern Populist Movement.
But faced with the economic might of the
big fermers they were scon split amongst
themsclves, Facing them was the strength
of the now combination of big plantation
owners, southern copitalists and certain
northern financial interests then expand-
ing into southern railroads, mining and
timber, This bloc initiated a violent race-
hate campaign to isclate the semi-freed ne~
groes, The symbol of this white terror be-
came the nightmare riders of the Ku Klux
Klan. The negro people were progressively
disenfranchised, stripped of all legal
rights and permanently denied access to
adequate education, One result of this di~
vision of the poor negroes and the poor
whites, workers and small farmers alike,
bes been that wages in the South have tra=-
¢itionally been about half the level of the
rest of the country, trade union organis-
ation has been prevented, and crushing pov—
erty has been the lot of black and white on
by_ Phil Senmp the land,
Up to the outbreak of World War One, 90% of negroes continued to stagnate in the South,
The war~time demard for unskilled labour called forth o mass migration northwards, and
four hundred thousand negroes served in the army. Yet the end of the Imperialist slau-
ghter, bringing in its wake depression, threw the negro workers out of the Jjobs which
had brought them north. The troops coming home found that there was t0 be none of Wilw
son's freedom and certainly no democracy for black Americans. But they were now less
ready to be submissive. A wave of lynchings and a revival of the KKK was the result
of this first stirring of negro resistance to their situation of being doubly oppressed
second class citizens, The treuties saw the first negro “separatist" movement led by .
Garvey, which folded in the boom of the later twenties with 2 revival of irgustry,

NEGROES AND THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

"Labour with a white skin can never be fres where in the black it is branded" observed
Karl Marx. Up to the 1930s organised labour in thce US4 was not interested in winning
other than the 'legitimate' fruits of business wrionism for itself, and was content that
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the brand on the negroes, as the most oppressed section of the working class,

should stay as it was. The Labour movement was infinitesimally small, confined to
the craft unions of the AFL, The Socialist movement t00 was tainted either by down-
right ~hite suprematism, as the right wing of the old Socialist Party was -~ or by
sectarian indifference. This expressed itself in denying the especially oppressed
status of the negro, ingisting on seeing the condition of the negroes as only one
other aspect of the Capital-Labour relationship which could only be alleviated by the
coming of the socialist millenium, Practically it meant a refusal to fight on a
limited programme for the elementary rights of the negroes here and now. Consequently
it was incapable of reaching the negro worker - and was not concerned to reach him,
The first departure from this attitude wes made by the early CPUSA, which broke the
0ld traditions of passivity on this question, The CP in the 20s, and particularly in
the 1930s, campaigned vigorously on the negro guesiion, setting up waves of activity
in many areas beyond its own direct cont—ol,

The CP advocated an alliance of the Lebour movement and the negro workers - on gen-
eral class goals and also specifically for the basic rights of the negro people, This
new departure was the fruit of the Bolshevik sensitivity on the question of oppressed
nationalities, In 1532 the (PUSA nominated a negro for Vice President.

With the drive towards organisation of the unskilled in the CIO, the CP, despite its
increasingly apparent stalinist degeneration, continued to play a progressive role
by helping the hegro workers gain a place in the new unions, Though by no means
enough, this held ocut the possibility of working class unity in a period of a great
upsurge Of the class, including sections of the negroes. But the CIO0 was hardly
born before it became bureaucratised under the prossure of the capitalist state,

The OP reinforced this brake on the drive forward by helping to subordinate the
unions to the Democratic Party. There is no doubt that the possibility existed of
an indeperdent Trade Union political party which, had the highly influential P

not sold out, would have expressed also the interests of the negro workers in unity
with the white workers, Thus as the whole working class was checked, the negroes
were also checked. On the ocutbreak of the World War the Stalinists proceeded to undo
what they had done on the negro front, by insisting on subordinating the movements
they led to the war needs of the ruling class . - to the extent of dissolving the
CPUSA as a party, and energetically breaking strikes.

The subordination of the CI0 to the Democratic Party, together with the prosperity

of the post war boom, has led to a slowing down and even 1o the ercmion of the
negroes! former gains. They have comtinued ss the most cppressed section of the work-
ing class, and there has been a loss of confidence, in comtrast to the thirties, in
the organised Labour movement. It still today seems hardly better than the old '1ily-
white job trusts' of the AFL, This is the precomdition for the form that the current
revolt of the negro people, - a simultansous revolt agsinst their class position

and their oppression ag hegroes - has taken,

THE NEGRO TODAY

There are 21 million 4merican negroes - 11% of the population of the USA. On average
they earn per family a little over half the income of the white population, Per capita,
when femily size is taken into sccount, the negroes are even worse off. The worst hit
are the negro youth, 60% of whom belong to families living below the official poverty
line, The living standards of the negro workers are actually declining. 4s TIME Mag-
azine stated: "While the income of the middle class negro rises, that of the great
mass of the negroes ig scbually declining." In addition: "The number of negroes on the
public welfare role is increasing, ard one third of the nation's spending on public
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education and housing (or an estimated § 3.5 billion in all) goss t0 the negroes..."

Similarly on the job front the middle class negroes {proportionally a very small sec-
ion) have had their lot improved, whersas that of the workers has deteriorated. The
unemployment rate for negroes is now at the 8% level (3,7% for whites). Twenty per
cent of negro youth are unemplcoyed, and the jobless rate is over 254 for many of the
ghettoes. As many unskilled jobs are eliminated by mechanisation ard automation,

the negro workers, without skill and kept semi-literate, are becoming more desparabe,

Negroes are outnumbered 30 to 1 at the universities. Negro schools tend to have less
medern equipment and good teachers, Overcrowding is becoming worse - a class of 50
or more is not uncommon, Four out of five children attend all white or all black
schools (in the South i% is nine out of ten), and segregation is actually incremsing
in the “enlightened" North as the ghettoes grow, heedless of the politicians! plat-
itudes. In spite of the Civil Rights Act, Congress has in case -after case turned a
blind eye to non—compliance with de-segregation oders.

The housing situation is the most chronic aspect of the negro worker's plight, In re-
cent years there has been the State Health, Rducation, Welfare scheme (HEW), Yet
urban renewal has meant negro remcval - replacing shacks with virtual ghettoes for
middle-class genroes -~ and forcing negro workers to move $0 even worse slums. As
TIME said: "The ghettoes are spreading,™

Is it any wonder then, in face of this history and these continuing and worsening
conditlions, against a background of capitalist boom and indifferent Trade Union
movement, that the mass of negro workers should feel totally alienated, should take
on a forced group consciousness ard self-identity, and thet the form of the initial
negro revolutionary consciousness should be a Black notionalism?

THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENIS

The movement of the negro messes, which led this summer to something resembling civil
war in many US cities, first began to take shape as a civil rights movement: o movement
to remove the immediate ard obvious signs of oppression - segrogation in public
transport, eating places, and public institutions, It demanded equality within the
system. The movement centred on the South initially, where the most blatant dis-
crimination existed, and soon spread to the Northern ghottoes. It took the forms of
marohes, sit-ins and freedom rides and reached its high point in the Selma to
Montgomery mass march, The leadership in this first stage of self-awarencss fell to
the articulate middle class elements - teachers, students, preachers and negro
businezsmen in organisations such as National Association for the Advancement of
Coloured People (NAACP), Congress of Racial Bquality (CORE), Student Non-Violent
Co-ordinating Committee (SNCC), and Dr. King's Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference. In face of the racism and viclence of American capitalism they preached non-
violence to the negroes. This movement gained such force that the Johnson admini.st-
ration took over its programme entirely and pushed its demands through Congress as the
1964 Givil Rights Act and the 1965 Voting Rights lLct. The purpose was to head off
the pressurc of the masses by paper laws and formal equality. It only served to deep-
en the strugpgle by demonstrating to the masgses that formal equality, itself incomplete
and hedged with all kinds of provisos, is totally insdequate for their needs, Bubt it
did take a lot of wind out of the sales of the middle class elements who are themselves
largely integrated. Their mass base fell off rapidly as their programme, now law,
proved irrelevant to the actual needs of their followers. The old organisations became
more and more a brake on the movement, In face of growing racialist provokation their
'non-violence' meant in fact preaching negro submission, and objectively seemed to
endorse the crushing of the upsurge by the state forces,

|
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THE GHETTOES EXPLODE 1964 - 1967

The early part of 1964 had seen a new high in the level of awareness in the negro
workers' struggles. Hundreds of thousands had been drawn into school boycotts and

militant action to change the conditions in Jobs, housing and schools. The position

in the ghettoes was thus becoming more explosive every day as the Summer heat made
the rat-infested slums moere unbearable than usual. The spark exploded the powder on
July 18th 1964, & 15-year old negro, James Powell, was killed by an off-duty police
officer, The Harlem masses proceeded to make clear that routine provocation such as
this, which they had put up with for years, would no longer be tolerated., Riots broke

‘out, and the police escolated the confliet which they had initiated: - the Tactical

Police Force, a specially trained elite police, swept through Harlem beating and
terrorising everyone in their path. The cops harangued the demonstrators in racialist
terms, adding fuel to the flames,

The subsequent outbreaks in the Northern cities, which saw Watts in flame in 1965,
several ghetto rebellions in '66, and more than thirty cities aflame in '67, have
followed strikingly similar patterns. They have not been race riots in the sense of
negroes moving against whites as such. They have usually been proveoked by pclice in

‘the course of 'normal' brutalities in an effort to crush a movement which is excecding

the bounds considered safe for bourgeois soclety. For instance, in the summer of
1966 in Grenada Miss., "local police wantonly assaulted a peaceable platoon of negro
pickets; sherrifs' deputies broke up a civil rights fund raising dance with tear gas!
and when desegregation orders were issued for two High Schools in September '66, and
white racists beat up negro students, "Grenada policemer stocd by and grinned." So
state troopers were sent in and "next day a nunber of troopers studiously read news—
papers a block away while white rowdies broke windows of four cars carrying negro
youngsters to the school.."(TIME 23.9,66) When Notional Guardsmen have been called
in it has been to shoot and arrest negroes, while the racist cops and local hooligans
go free,

INDEFPENDENT POLITIC.L ACTION

With the snowballing of the movement, the civil rights leaders of the old sort have
vacillated, acted as a brake, and in the flare-ups have often sided Wwith the state
repressive forces. 4t the very beginning, in Harlem '6lL, a Unity Council sprang up in
response t0 the mass direct action: not to aid it but to help control it and “"restore
peace in the community". Martin Luther King condemned the negro workers for hitting
back at their tormentors, and supporbted the police vioclence that followed, These
leaders, incapable of leading the masses at whose head they stand, were in a blind
alley.

But in face of the urgent drive of the negro workers for independent action ageinst
the bourgeois state and the bourgeois parties, sections of the established movement
have tentatively and empirically arrived at the necessity for irdependent politics

and indeperdent defensive measures against the terror, official and unofficial, Things
have moved a long way since Robert Williams was forced to flee the country in 1961

t0 escape 'kidwmapping' charges, trumped up in face of the first attempt to organise
negro defense squads against the KKK in North Carolina. In 1964 the Deacons for
Defense amd Justice were formed, openly employing guns and shortwave radios in its
defennive measures for CORE workers in Louisianna, Since then open negre defense and
retaliation has become the rule rather than the exception.

Politically the movement has moved from seeing the possibilities as being pressure on
the established parties, to open proclamation of the slogan of Black Power. For exam~
Ple as late as 1964 SNCC worked to support a negro body called the Mississippi Freedom
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Democratic Party at the Democratic Convention., Icre was the germ of independent
political action, and of course the Democratic Porty would not brook such an organis-
ation, tendlng as it logieally 4id to outgrow the limits of Democratic Party politics,
The experience helped radicalise SNCC, or sections of it, In 1965/66 sections of SNCCQ
formed the Black Panther Party to agitate amengst farmers and sharecroppers for indepe
endent politioal action on roads, schools and obther limited issues.

BLACK PONER

Thus by 1966 sections of SNCC and CORB, initially non-violemnt Democratic~orientated
bodies, had evolved to the point of advocating "Black Power as a means of solving the
problems of the negroes. This became more prominent with the election of Stokely
Carmichael as SNCC Cheirman and of Floyd McKissick as Chairman of CCRE,

And what is “Black Power"? If one thinks of society in terms of classes, it only pro-
vokes further questions, It ig necessarily vague and amorphous. It is certain that a
state power which answered the ‘aspirations of the masses of negro workers who adopt
this slogan would be workers' power. But there is the problem - because workers
power in the USA will not be the power of only the black workers. It would have to be
the powsr of the whole American working class, black an? white. But the fact that the
negro-imerican workers raise it as Black Power only sums up the contraflictions in the
situations the split in the working class along racial lines, with the black workers
forming the most exploited and downtrodden gectidn,

The contradiction is summed up in the recent ewvents in Detroit, This Northern city
with a very high percentage of negro workers was within a short space of time this
Summer the scene of militant industrial action on the part of the auto workers (pre-
dominantly white) and of pitched battles between state troopers and the negro masses.
Two movements of the same class, parallel, objectively aspects of the same struggle
Put separate and divided - reflecting the experiences immediately of iwo segregated
sections of the working class, This is part of the pay-off for the lost opportunity
of the 1930s, and for the continuing division in the working class. The white workers
were fighting for money and better conditions, while the black were fighting an esscn~
tially political struggle - a spontaneous struggle with confused perspectives, bub
one which nonstheless challenges the premises of the system, Another contrast is that
the negro workers largely appreciate that the °Lruggle in Vietnam is part of their
struggle, (and they are daily extending this rescognition to workers' and peasants'
liberation movements throughout the world, including, in the context of the Middle
Bast war, the Areb Revolution); while the New York dockers recently demonstrated in
swpport of Johnson's Vietnam War, What has happened is that the segregation and the
vastly different experiences of the segments of the US working class, have led to a

a marked unevenness of development with the black workers far in advance.

The fact of being do far in advanse both in struggle and partly in consciousness has
in turn warped the comscious perspectives of the negro masses. They do not yet see
that only workers' power is the solution, the only possible realisation of their dem—
and for Black Power -~ they do not see it becouse it is so much in contradiction to
the immediately perceptible potential of the white workers, who seem t0 the negro
workers t0 be. part and parcel of the oppressive white society. And so they pick up
that which white gepitalist society has for centuries made into a stigma - their
colour =~ and brandish it proudly, as a badge and a banner, a rallying cry to the
especially oppressed, Leaders of the black power movement, such as Carmichael, cwe
not unconscious of the situation. For exeample Carmichael said in an interview with

a Mexican magazine: "We believe that a revolutionary consciousness can develop in
the white working class only when the United States begins to lose its profits, profits
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which 1t gets from the entire Third World... Then and only then will the white
working class develop a revolutionary consciocusness, hecause once their sources of
profits in the Third World are curtailed, the rulers of the American capitalist
system will stop sharing what they used to share with the white workers. This means
that today only the black people are struggling, Certeinly it would please us if the
white working class joined in this struggles Whether or not this happens, however,
does not change the present situation, Because we blacks will fight until we win, And
when the white working class decides to join the struggle we will welcome them. In
the meantime, and until then, we will continue in the vanguard..." Not all the lead-
ers share this asppreciation of the issues, and it would be possible to quote exanples
of a wide variety of petit bourgeois confusion on the part of some of them. The deli-
berate scabbing of Brown and MacKissick in the recent New York teachers! strike
stands out here, showing that bhe struggles of white and black workers are not only
separate as in Detroit, but sometimes even clash. It would be wrong, however, to
evaluate even this sort of thing normatively: in this preliminary stage of the negro
awekening the lines are still indistinct, Repugna .asdthis incident is, it can

only be seen as an expression of the deep aulf whic }%ﬁee%hite and black movements,

Viewed from afar in Britain and Ireland, it is easy to forget the peculiarities of
American history which have generated this latest movément of the negroes. It is all
too easy to slip into simplistic schemas, reminiscent of the old pre~communist lef
in the American Socialist Party, and deny the spscial needs in face of especial
oppression of the US negro workers. Some ultra-left sectarians, and =z few plain
sectarians, denounce any support for the curremt negro freedom movement. They tell us
that because negross are workers there must be no talk of the special oppression they
suffer through being black workers: 'Unity, immediate "working class unity" must be
the watchword™, they proclaim. It is a good wotchword -~ and it is the one urder
which the power of the black workers, in alliance with the rest of the working class,
will finally become a reality., But that will be o worlkdng class umity in strugegle,
To insist on immediate unity, without reckoning the relative levels of opposition to
the system of the two sectors of American workers, is to preach the subordination of
the most oppressed workers to the upper, aristocrotic layers of the working class =
and thereby submission to the system. Yet this is whot the sbstract socialists,
amongst them the ultra-left Socialist Lebour League,with their left-sourding denun—

- clations of the Black Power movement, -are advocating in practice,.

Wes too believe that only class unity irrespective of colour can definitively answer
the needs of the negro workers - but, ds obove, unity in struggle, not passivity.
That unity will coms, as the masses of the white US workers rouse themselves { perhaps
following the example of the black workers) and again return to the road from which
the whole working class was deflected in the 1930s, the rosd of independent class
politics ageinst the capitalist system.

In the present concrete situation, the Black Power slogan has a sort of algebraic
meaning, undernsath which the politically advanced Amerdican workers are rallying. The
progress of the struggle will clarify the concrete meaning of the slogen as Workers!
Power - because that is its only conceivable content, Only the victory of Socialism
in the USA can really solve the problems of the US negroes. Neither the tangible
problems in jobs, education, housing, ete, (just to clear the Harlem slums would cost
around 6 billion!) nor the negroes' aspirations for self-determination, can find =
solution under capitalism, The latter, if the negro messes under socialism thought it
desirable, would be dealt with by the estsblishment of autonomous negro states, in the
spirit of that Nationalities policy of the Bolsheviks which first spurred the pioneer
CPUSA agitators on the negro question, But the victory of socialism in the USA pre=
supposes the prior unity of black and white workers against the system, The first

(Contd. p..0)
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Despite the increase in industrialisation which has taken place in recent years,g
agriculture still remains the most important scctor of the Irish economy, This is
not szlone due to the large volume of agriculturel expords but alsc due +o their
nature as primary products for whose production relatively 1l1ittle dimports are
necessary. ITor this reason agricultural exports are much more profitable than
industrial exports.

However, the Irish economy does not gain full benefit from its agricultural prod-
uce, due to iissubservience to British Imperislism, This subservience manifests
itself in many ways. The most obvious example is the fact thaet the vast bulk of
Irish cattle are exported on the hoof to Britain where they are slaughtered and
processed. This cannot be done on a large scale in Ireland since Britain only
importe limited guotas of carcas beef., Thus the development of a large mesat
industry in Ireland is effectively stunted. Also, due to tne imperialist nature
of the capitalist world, backward agricultural countries are forced to sell their
products at prices fixed by the advanced capitalist countries. Even though vast
sactbions of the world's population are hungry the fact ik that those who need food
can't afford to buy it. Hence the only market for agricultural goods is the adv-
anced capltalist countries which enjoy a vast over-supply. This allows thom to
fix their own prices. For example, the British govermment fixes maximum prices for
agricultural goods, subsidises its own smell agricultural sector to ensble farmers
te roduce at these prices and in this way forces agricultural countries such as
Ire® w3 to sell their goods at these prices on the British market. Hence the Irish
Goreoment 1s compelled to subsidise agricultural exports. Thus the British cap-
iteiists provide themselves with a healthy well-fed working class partly at the
expense of the Irish farmer and the Irish working class.

It is only in this context that the slump in cattle prices last year and the stea-
dy decline and expected crash this year can be properly understood. While, due to
the above factors, cattle prices in Ireland are always depressed, in recent years
the situation has been aggraveted for a nuwrber of reasons. Due to the boom in the
British economy with consequent increase in demand, Irish cattle and beef exports
reached their highest point ever. At the same time, under pressure from Britain,
a campalgn was initiated to eradicate fubcroulosis from Irish cattle,The slaughter
of animals which did not pass the test significantly reduced Irish cattle numbers,
Export requirements at that time necessitoted +the rebuilding of Irish herds. To
this end the government introduced the calved heifer subsidy scheme. A grant of
£15 per head was payed to farmers for each npewly calving heifer, Thus cabtle
numbers were quickly restored and indeed significantly increased. However, the
Government did not foresee the new developments that were to take place. The Brit-
ish economy encountered difficulties and demand was reduced. The Common Market
countries adopted a common externsl tariff of L4LO% on all agricultural goods, This
made it impossible for any outside country to export cattle or beef +to that area.
Irish, British and Danisn supplies were diverted from Europe to the British market
which became over-supplied, Consequently cattle prices in Ireland slumped drast-
ically last year particularly during the summer months. This was +the main cause
of the NFA agitation which was led by the cattle ranchers. However, as always,

&
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the small farmers suffered the greatest hardship, They were forced to sell their
calves and yearlings 'for a song' to the big farmers.

This year the situation was almost as bad. The efforts of the British government
to increase home cattle production, in corder to improve their balance of paym~
ents position, have begun to bear fruit. &lso, followmng the advice of Charles
Haughey, many well-off farmers held on to their fat cattle last year in anticipat-
ion of an improvement in prices this year. Consecuently, during the summer months,
Irish cattle came #n the already flooded British warket in larger numbers than ev-
er before, The price of beef fell by 40/= per cwh., with a resulbing drop in cattle
prices in Ireland, bringing further hardship to smell farmers. '

later in the year, however, cattle prices increased somewhat due to the fact that
the mumber of animals in the country began to decline., Due to the bad prices they
received in the lagt twe years farmers had begun to get out of cattle, This is an
example of the normal merry~go-round situation that exists in Irish agriculture.If
in one year the price of a certain commodity is relatively grod, many farmers beg-
in to produce it the following year and to gbandon production of less lucrative
commodities. Very often due to overproduction in relation to existiing marksts, the
price of this commodity falls, whereupon farmers begin to produce something else,
Thus severe blows are regularly dealt to the standard of living of small farmers
whe may be relying on the sale of a few calves, a litter of bonhams or a flock of
turteys, in order to recover the feeding and the labour they have expended in pro-
duction., It is clear that the only remedy for this is planned production in a soc-
ialist economy,.

The foture prospects of Irish farming are poor., REven if Ireland gains access to
the Common Market on Britein's coat-tails, the improvemsnt would be slight.  Den~
maryx and Iceland would also have gained access and as France, Germany and Italy
have substantial agricultural sectors the mrket would still be heavily over-
supr’ «J.  Indeed France has given indications that even if Britain is admitted,
Irel..... Denmark and Tceland may be kept out in order to protect France's large
agricq.iaral sector,

The stunting of Irish agriculture is = result of the ridiculous irrationalities of
the capitalist system of production. Capitalism is capable of producing, but being
unable to distribute, it camnot fully utilise the productive forces it has devel-
oped. Even though great masses of the world's population live at starvation level,
Irish and indeed world agriculture cannot be fully developed due to +the distort-
ions arising from capitalism and imperialism - caopitalism's highest form. The
agricultural industry like every other industry under capitalism is at the mercy
of recurrent slumps which cause grave hardship to small farmers. Big farmers
like wealthy capitalists, wunless the slump is of disastrdus proportions, can
comfortably weather these crises due to the wealth they have built up by exploit-
ing farm labourers directly and small farmers inlirectly,

The only remedy for this tragic situation is the smashing of world capitalism and
the setting up of a socialist system under which the full productive capacity of
the world's agricultursl resources can be utilised and developed, Only in this way
can the hungry millions be freed from thelr slavery and given the opportunity o
develop their full faculties as human beings,

((EDITORS' NOTE: This article was written before the foot and mouth plague, and
therefore does not take {this into account. We include it because it outlines
the general situstion in normal oexditions, which will certainly return.))
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({(Last of three articles on the. arts of Bolshevism and of Stalinism, by Rechel Lever)

THE TRANSITI.N

The statements and discussions of the CPSU in the early twenties left no doubt that
artists must be left free to work, develop and experiment both in the matter of
form, and regarding their relationship with propaganda or direct political commit-
ment., Before the Stalinist bureaucracy could lay down in 1932 that both the style
and content of a work of art in any medium must follow certain rules; a period of

time had to elapse, in which the transition could be made from Bolshevism to "
Stalinism,
It was during this period that RAPP (Association of Proletarian Artists & Writers) e

came into its own. It was supposedly independent and unofficial, but in effect
functioned under the guardianship of the Stalin faction, and through economic boy-
cott and strangulation, systematic political and social ostracism, it wielded enough
power to bludgeon and bully and suffocate most artistic endeavour in the late 1920s,

Its main task was not to lay down formal rules for literature and art -~ the
wrivers were not yet compliant enough for that. What it did insist on was the
priniple that art must serve propagarda, and this reached a climax in 1930 at an
international Congress it sponsored at Kharkov, with delegates from 22 countries.

RAFP owed its success to the fact that it managed to take into itself many genuine,
if mistaken, communists who wanted to show their devotion to the Revolution as act-
ively in the arts as 1in other spheres of life. Many of the campaigns were directed
at writers oubtside the Party, and RAPP's early slogens, like "The Iiving Man" and
"Tearing down The Masks" appeared harmless enough. They still insisted bn the art—
ists' right to tell the whole truth in objective and human characterisations, they
had respect for psychological truth, and never advocated over-simplification.

Titerary ability, however, was way down its table of virtues. Membership depended

on ability to "organise the psyche of the toiling masses in the direction of the

ultimate tasks of the proletariat" =~ whick meant organising the writers in the
direction of the tasks set by the Russian bureaucracy. Presiding over this process

was Leopold Averbach, whose own style was once likened to that of "a business-coll- .
ege sophomore studying to be a publicity writer for a scenic railroad", Victor

Serge described him around 1930: "He was a young Soviet careerist possessed of an
extraordinary talent for the bureaucratic calling, Less than thirty, he had the 2
hairless head of the young senior official, the verbal fluency of a congress dema-

gogue, and the dominating false-sincere eyes of the manipulator of meetings."
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"THE SEIZURE OF POWER IN IJITERATURE"

A good deal had been accomplished by 1930, when such slogans a "The Five-Year Plan
in Poetry" and "Creative Duty to the Socilalist Fatherland" found mute acceptance at
the Kharkov Congress, There, RAPP members spoke of *the art job', 'poetic shock
troops', 'turning out of literary commodities! and 'the seizure of power in liter—
ature'. Heedless of Marx's opposition to that division of labour in the arts which
reduced an artist to being solely a painter, writer, sculptor, ebc., Tretyakov
blithely outlined his plan - and was applauded! ‘

"fe foreses the operation of lit-
erary workshops where the functions are divided... That is, the workshops will con-
tain specialists of an extra-literary order, hoving valuable material at their dis-~ -
posal (voyages, investigations, biographies, adventures etc); alongside them fixat-
ors will be at work gathering necessary material, happenings, notes, documents. The
mounting of the received materials in this or that sequence, the working up of the
langpuage in dependence upon the public for which the book is being written -~ +this
is the job of the literary formulators. ... We can't wait forever while the profess-—
ional writer tosses in his bed and gives birth to something known and useful to him
alone., We assume that book production can be planned in advance like the production
of textiles or steel,!

Victor Serge remembered a similar RAPP meeting "J..we heard a report from Averbach
on the spirit of the proletariat, the collective farm and bolshevism in literature,
Tunacharsky, frozen in a stance of weary boredom, kept passing me ironical little
notes, "

The purpose of these activities was to bring to heel the many bourgeois and fellow-
travelling writers who had remained in Russia, and those writers and artists who
had returned to seek private patronage after the NE.P. They were destined to be
the mainstay of the future regime in the arts, being far easier to control than
those who had joined the Party and had worked with the Bolshevi Among them

were some fine and independent writers, like Boris Pilniak, who g be picked out
and humiliated before he could be useful to the bureaucracy. hers had been bour-
geols hacks and, having learned their lesson from the example of Pilniak, were just
as willing to be Stalinist hacks. When they were thoroughly broken in, they could
be brought in 10 replace Marxists, ag literary scabs. The Bolshevik historian
Pokrovsky, for example, was denounced and in his place two hourgeois historians,
Tarle and Vipper, were rehabilitated and recalled to carry out the important task
of glorifying Russian despote of the past,

Despite all the billying by RAPP, ard the increasingly oppressive atmosphere, there
was still a certain amount of latitude for intellectuals and, considering the com-
ing ice-age, comparative freedom. Other small societies existed which could shelter
the individual artist from the fury of RAPP; many managed to avoid RAFPP by reason

of their reputation - Mayakovsky stayed away from it until shortly before his swui-
cide; and despite a spate of 'Five Year Plan' novels and plays, there was no
Absolute Decree on style.

By 1932 it was Jjudged that RAFP had completed its useful work, and as a reward it
was summarily dismissed., All other writers' organisations were abolished, and the
Central Committee assumed direct control through the single Union of Soviet Writers.
At the same time, "Socialist Realism" was declared to be the official style of all
Soviet writers, painters, film-makers, musiciohs etc,
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RAPP had done its job, and could not be trusted any longer = it contained too many
people who were genuinely striving for a 'proletarian' art, amd a number of these
were later denounced as 'Trotskyists', 4s for Averbach = "He was still the nephew
of Yagoda, the head.of Becurity, and a good burcaucrat to boot. He delivered a num—
ber of speeches condemning his own 'cultural politics' of yesterday... 4nd the C.GC,
gave him the task of managing a Communist orgeanisation in Magnitogorsk. There -
Leopold Averbach initiated a sabotage~trial, acted himself as prosecutor against

Fhe technicians concerned, (and) had them condemned to death according to the rite.."
Serge). = : .

"SOCTATIST REALISM!

Everybody. praises & work of art which is true to life; conversely, art which is
false.and artificisl is generally regarded as signzlling decadence, though it can
still give pleasure and entertainment. As such, however, it is usually ranked
second, as art, to the work of truth and sincocrity.

But ‘true to life' is a very general phrasec and likewise the word 'realism' necds
to be defined bafore it can be useful. 3ometimes it rests on poler cpposites:
Classicism contains the essence of the real, a 'universal' reality derived from a
constant study of nature; 'romantic' realism generally concentrates on the partic~
uwlar. It elther depicts this particular with exact and photographically represent-
ational likeness, or caricatures, distorts and exaggerates it, ignoring the niceties
of correct detail, in order to iraw attention to it. Also, a work can be termed
realistic simply because of its choice of subject matter, regerdless of the form it
takes - this usage in particular became popular in the last century to cover sub-
jects which had hitherto not been considered worthy of art - i,e. ordinary every-
day objects, and the 'unhercic' lives of the exploited classes. :

To merit preise as 'true to life' or gincere, a work of art may be realistic in any
one of these ways, or in a suitable combination of them -~ or in none of +them, But
a bad combination of the contradictory elements in form or subject can lead 0 dis=.
aster, le something Jjust as false and meaningless as a ptece of purely decorative
art -~ except that the latter has no pretentions, and at least brightens up the
view,

If one took the Stalinist burenucrats at their face value, the only possible conclu-
sion would be that they made every mistake in the book when they formulated their
art of the Socialist Fatherland. ILess charitable peocple will probably say that the
bureaucracy didn't care a damn about the rules of art.

They started out from the 'social realism' of the 19th century = Balzac, Tolstoy,
Zola. At the time, Marx had taken realism as the main criterion of a work of liter-
ature. Not only was it, in artistic terms, the avant. garde at that time, but social-
ly it could not be other than revolutionary, Both Marx and Engels thought that no
matter where the writer stood politically, if he only faithfully portrayed the soce
iety he lived in (i.e. class society) and its relationships, his work would be rev-
olutionary. This view was also held by the ruling class, which was horrified by

the realists. Their method of minute physical nnd psychological invegtigation, the
documentary approach they often adopted, led 4o the shedding of much of the moral-
ising sentimentality which had hitherto coated all depictions of the 'lower' classes,

Was this what Zhdanov wanted? No, not quitz., It was explained that these classics

e}
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had used realism to negate their society, Socialist Realists must use realism to
affirm theirs., In practice, in order to do this, gemuine realism (loosely defined
as 'true to life') had to be suppressed completely, and the forms of it harnessed
to a fantasy-propageanda world instead of realitys or, as another variant, a loose
approximation to reality could be shown, but so generalised and so glossed up that
it had nothing to do with realism either. The penebrating eye and unflinohing pen
of a genuine realist would surely have shown us something of the suffocating polit-~
ical atmosphere; it might have given a glimpse of 0ld men rummaging through dust-
bing at the back of GPU men's homes, hoping to find some potato peelings; we mey .-
have been shown the wives and daughters of workers supplement bheir wages by selling
themgelves to those same GFU men, or the wife of a bureaucrat emerging from one of
the special 'Tuxe’ shops laden with fine clothes, delicacies and perfumes, while
homeless children are rounded up from the streets and treated like criminals, But
Socialist {!) Realism (!) could show none of these - for it's brief was, without
looking or thinking, to affirm everything around it., But not only did the truth
have to be suppressed. It had to be supressed while appearing to be shown,
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So, when dealing with reality, the Socialist Realist writer or artist couldn't be
too careful. ILeonov's novel Road to the Coean 3ells the story of a Bolshevik hero -
but the presidium of the Union of Soviet Writers decided it was too individualised.
History must never be Jjust crudely reflected =~ but subtly fitted in with the
demands of propagande, spruced up to fit the imapge. Alexei Tolstoyls Civil  War
novel -~ Rread 19375 ~ had %o alter countless historical facts so as to make
Stalin the hero of the defence of Tsaritsyn. (Not that Alexei Tolstoy minded! )One
had to be careful about ancient history too: Demyan Bedny's 'Epic Heroces' was
denounced for treating satirically the 10th century conversion of Russia to Chris-
tianity!
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What was wanted was not reslity at all, but an idealised, generalised, 'typical!
Soviet hero, the larger-than-life collective-farm worker that-should-have-~been; the
Leader, recognisable only by moustache and pipe, inflated monstrously and surrounded
by all the evidence of an apotheosis, The oObserver's impartiality of many of the
19th century realists  had been wiped out without a traces RAPP had secn to that. The
formula laid down "“the ideclogical remoulding and edudation of the tolling people
in the spirit of socinlism". Por 'Spirit of Socialism' read a strong tinge of Rom-
anticism - Ma supreme spirit of heroic decds ard magnificant future prospects™,

What then was left of the classic realism which had once seen so revolutionsry -
and wiuch, in Soviet conditions, would have beoen cgually revoluticrary. All that
remeined was the name, which was a verv good - if i1l fitting - cover for the
figments of a hack imagination., Who, after all, could object to the idea of an art
which is true and sincere, or call into question such an eminent ancestry? Also,
Marx and Engels could always be dragged in by the hair and made to testify that
Realism is a desirable quality « forgetting the fact that "Socialist Realism" had
absolutely no comnection with Realigm, Meanwhile, their statements on committment
(the following two samples are Engels') could be quietly forgotten:

"The more the
author's views are concealed the better for the work of art: The realism ,.. mey
creep out even in spite of the author's views." (ILetter to Margaret Harkness, 1888)

"ese I think
the bias should flow by itself from the situation and action, without particular
indications, and that the writer is not cbliged to cbtrude on the reader the fubure
historical solutions of the social conflicts pictured." (Letter to Minna Kautsky 1885)

There remained also, as a hollow shell, the forms of the 19th century realism, the
surface style. This, devoid of its content, was quite irrelevant to the whole ques=
tion of realism. But it was a useful wey to suppress experimentation, and by keep-
ing tc¢ the conventions which the censors could understard, kept them safe from any
deviations into genuine realism which might be cunningly disguised within some new-
found form,
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Evidently taking it all at face value, Brecht sumned up the whole question in an
article (dated July 1938) interded for Das Wors (a German literary review produced
in Moscow, of which he was co-editor at the time) but not published until 1954:

"4s. a result no doubt of essays concentrating on a particular way of realistie
writing - that of the bourgeois novel - readers of Das Wort have recently
expressed their concern that this review may be restricting realism in literature
within t00 narrow boundaries, One or two articles may have laid down unduly
formal criteria for realist writing, and as a result seversl readers ceme to
interpret this as meaning that a book is writien realistically when it is 'written
in the same way as the bourgeocis novels of the last century'."

After quoting Shelley, Cervantes, Swift, Grimmelhousen, Dickens, Voltaire and
Hasek as realists using different forms from those of Tolstoy and Balszac, he con—
cluded that 'realism is not a matter of form' -

) : "Pying a great conception like
Realism to a few names is dangerous, however fomous they may be, and so is the
bundling together of a few forms to make a universally-applicable creative method,
even if those forms are useful in themselves, Iiterary forms have to be checked .
against reality, not against aesthetics - even realist aesthetics, There are
many ways of suppressing the truth, and many ways of stating it," (Emphasis R.L, )

Some years later, he summed up in retrospect the effect of this redustion of the
notion of realism to one style., It is worth gquoting at length agein - Brecht

was one of the few genuinely creative artists whose friendship Stalinism could
boast. Although sufficiently disillusioned to write in the same notebook the
cryptic question "ACCESSIBLE TO THE PEOPLE OR ACCESSIBLE TO THE OFFICTAL", he still
writes with the sympathy of one who believes it was all just a matter of well-
intentioned mistakes:

"The principles of a realistic and socialist art were not
examined but simply treated as a style to be imposed on artists of very different
sorts, some of them of world-wide reputation. This led to a pernicious levelling
and to the discouragement of that individual ond independent sense of . form without
which no art is possible. The campaign against the formalism of decaying bourgeois
art was turned into a campaign against the sense of form.... Without Morxist
knowledge and a socialist outlook it is impossible today to understand reality or
to use one's understanding to change it. For art, however, this is not a question
of style, least of all today. Style only comes into the matter in so far as .the
style needs to be as simple as possible, as intelligible as possible; the battle
for socialism cannot be won by a handful of highly sducated connoisseurs, a few
people who know how to understand complicated charades. But I said as simple as
possible, Certain complex processes which we ‘need 4o understand cannot b guite
simply portrayed,"

{from Brecht on Theatre, trohs. John Willett. Methuen.)

Another writer with no political fish to fry was Sean O'Casey, who expressed himself
rather more directly in a letter to Ken Coates in 1955:
Life, he said, was complex,

".. bewildering, lively, dull, selfish, generous and so on. A4nd what a complex
thing is one humen 1life alone! All it has to deal with, within himself, without
from the life of others. Zhdanov ~ of whom you have heard, I daresay - didn'st
know what he was talking about; and all who echoed him in the Daily Worker and
elsewhere, knew a damned sight less,"

(Published in The Secialist Register, 196L)
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THE THIRTIES

How was the "most advanced literature in the world" brought into being? How could

a writer or a painter abandon his life's course and "with hands that tremble for -
fear of the verdict of some official, as Brecht wrote, set about his precarious

task of deriving “the material for his works of crt, his subject matter, images,

artistic language and speech, from the life ond experience of the men and women of
Dnieprostroy, of Magnitostroy ... from the heroic epic of the Chelyuskin expedition,

from the experience of our collective farms"; ot the same time steering between the
"seemy side of Soviet life" (a subject strictly forbidden) which stored him daily

in the face, and the mythical master-race of the buresucratic propagandists?

The answer is that, unless he wanted to emigrate, he had no choice., The Central
 Committee had the monopoly of publishing, printing, distribution, criticism:
"Success was mamifactured wholly by the Party offices. The chosen book, recommended
to a1l the libraries in the land, was priated in tens of thousands of .copies; the
Foreign Languages Afublishing House translated it into several languages, and the
author, loaded with money and praise, became a !great writer' in the space of a
season, which of course deceived nobody." (Serge). Conversely, those books which
accidentally got printed and were not favoured by the Writers' Union, were not even
permitted a small circulation - they were sent immediately to be pulped.

Close supervision reigned long before the printing stage: "I was checked, line by
line, by experts charged with the task of uncovering possible sabotage in the
disposition of semicolons. I knew Nodezhda Constantinova Krupskaya was working in =
similar conditions on her memoirs of lenin; a committee was reviewing her every

line. Gorky was altering his own memoirs on the demand of the Central Committec."..

To Borls Pilmiak "it had been suggested ... that to avoid banishment from Soviet
literature, he should remodel "Forest of the Isles", that 'counter-revolutionary'

tale of his, imto a novel agreesble to the C,C. This body's Cultural Section had
assigned him a co-author who, page by page, would ask him to suppress this and add

that. The helpmate's name was Yezhov...." (Serge)

There were inducements of 2 different kind. Serge continues: "Then came the years
of rationing, famine ard black-marketeering. Authors with the right ideas received
fantastic secret rations from the GPU co-operatives, including even butter, cheese
and chocolate! 'Do have a little taste', a friend asked me, 'of this highly con-
fidential Gruysre...' Doubtful writers, that is any who were lyrical, mystieal or
unpolitical, got mediocre official rations," This was increasingly supplemented
by lmprisomment, deportation and execution,

THE 1934 WRITERS' CONGEESS

After several years of such conditioning, and two years after the announcement of
"Socialist" "Realism", the intellectuals were brought out and put on show in a

great clrous called the first Writers' Congress. During 25 sessions over two weeks,

200 speeches and reports were delivered to the 590 Russian delegates amd 40 distin-
guished foreign guests. The main purpose of the exercise was t0 acclaim the 'mogt
advanced literature in the world', and to attack and denigrate anything which looked N
like contending for the title.

A few volces spoke in different tones - and within three years they were silenced.
Babel spoke for the "right to surprise", to experiment. Jean Richard Bloch advocated



- 25 =

different levels for literature - that some could be written for a very small
audience, but serve soclety generally by being "test pilots of literature, seekers
after new forms."

The buteaucracy, however, was far from wanbing new forms. After all, what was good
enough for thelr great-grandfathers wes good enough for the workers, though it was
to be described by Che Guevara as 'nothing more than the corpse of the bourgsols
art of the nineteenth century.'! But mnyone who harboured such thoughts could be
silent and starve, or be silent and make some kind of living working on translation
of the bourgeois classics, or converting folk songs into popular poems and songs,
50 long as the themes were general enough. #or the hacks, those Guevara called the
"docile servants of official thought", it wasa't a bad life.

These were by no means all revolutionaries., Threnberg had written in 1919 a long
poem, "Prayer for Russia", an attack on Bolshevik rule and lament for Russia's
fate. Probably foremost of the hacks was Alexei Tolstoy, who hadn't even stayed
behind: "I had met him in Berlin in 1922, an authentic counter-revolutionary
emigre, negotiating his return to Russia and his future royalties. Highly esteemed
by the educated classes under Tsarism, a discreet liberal and honest patriot, he
had fled with the White forces from the Revolution... In character, manner, morals
he was really a high Russian lord of the olden days, loving beautiful things, good
living, polite literature, cautiously libernl opinions, the odour of power...".
(Serge). Tolstoy began t0 write historical works on Peter the Great, and with
unerring instinct,  or perhaps an eye on the main chance, mannged to bring out
certain comparisons with his own Great Leader., Stdlin was well flattered, and
later Tolstoy wrote two plays glorifying Ivan the Terrible in the same way. This
wag also in accordance with the build-up of nationalistic propaganda. Little
wonder that Tolstoy was soon acclaimed as the official Great Writer.

On this note the Thirties drew to a close. Most of the really talented writers
were no longer to be seen - they had cither been purged, or taken their own lives,
or just quietly given up the ghost and stopped writing, lapsing into what Babel had
called the 'Genre of Silence', The tight control over literature contimued, on the
pretext that there was a constant danger from counter-revolutionary Trotskyists and
saboteurs, until: the German attack in 1941. When the resl danger came the controls
were relaxed, within the specified formal limits. & writer could find satisfnction
in writing genuine documentary reports and stories from the Front. Thus true real-
ism was only permitted when it did not indict the regime.

ZHDANOVISM

To counter the effects of the war-time loogeness and re-establish the Party's role
and its 'ideological orthodoxy',. Andrei Zhdanov came back onto the scene like a
ton of bricks, and initiated 2 period of such tight control that the Party line was
carried out to the letter - with catastrophic conseguences,

He started out in August 1946 with a denunciotion or two. This was how it was
reflected in the British Stalinist press: "Zoshchenko was condemned for ‘'scratoh~
ing about amidst the lowest and pettiest sides of life' and not being at all con~
cerned with the efforts and heroism of the Soviet people. Akhmatova's poems,
'mainly emphasising crotic love themes, interwoven with notes of sadness, yearning,
death, mysticism and fataelity,'" - Jack Beeching's description, in 1857, was of

"an elderly lady writing, apparently, mainly on the themes of pussy cats and unre-
quited
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love" =~ ‘'could do young people nothing but harm - 'they can only sow gloom, low
spirits, pessimisn, the desire to escape from the vital problems of social life',
(#mile Burns, 'The Soviet Discussions', in The Modern Quarterly, Autumn 1548).
Zoshchenko and Anns Akhmatova were among the few to have survived the thirties
without becoming hacks, and during the war had formed a rellying point for younger
writers of the new generation, -They hod been attocked in a half-hearted way as far
back as 1943, ard now that sbsolute obedience was once again required, their inf-
luence had to be removed. They were also to serve as an example and a warning to
others.

The initial keyhote, then, was cptimism. Whereas before the stress had been on the
socialist struggle, conflict was now reduced to a minimum. ILest Akhmatova's fate
befall them, the well-trained pen-pushers responded with bright saccharihe smiles,
They succeeded so well that all the theatres remsined half-empty, and there was no
sale for their books.

To neutralise this, the critics were brought in to complain. Safronov, writing in

the magezine "October", in 1948, condemned plays with "neither conflict nor character;
they have only comedy-type situations." In the same journal, I. Altman saild that

"The main, defect pf our drama is the quite unjustified attempt on the part of our

writers to smooth out. the conflicts which manifest themselves in life, to make a

play less sharp-edged, and to make the hero into a 'mouthpiece for ideas' who loses -
the traits of a living character," -

Now it seems that the critics did their job a little too zealously, and had thcmselves ®
to be reined in. An editorial article on Jamary 28th 1949 in Pravda initinted the
new campaign, against "An antipatriotic Group of Theatrs Critics" which embraced
"negts of bourgedis aestheticism, camouflasxing an anti-patriotic, cosmopolitan,
corrupt attitude toward Soviet art." They had indulged in the vile crime of raising
the question of an opposition "between literaturc's educational role and its artistic
standards", The article defined the task of Soviet literature as the glorification
of the regim's achievements and successes, and went on to list the most sultable
'sources of inspiration'.

The chief emphasis now was on Patriotism, though this was hardly new. This twist in
the campaign had been heralded as early as 1947 when Musinov wes attacked for having
given too much credit to western influences in the development of ..... Pushkin! Now
any critic who had objected {or even mentioned) that characters pronounced didactic
high~-flown speeches about the Motherland, was accused of lack of patriotism. However,
the new patrictism demanded a specific condemnation of the old and praise for the new
in each and every work. To make their point, the Union of Writers picked out

V. Sosyura's poem 'Love the Ukraine' as a dismel failure, for it had concentrated

on the 'eternal Ukrdaine of field and sky and nature! wibhout mentioning the power
plants or telegraph poles that were a new feature of these fields. Though it had
been written in 1944, long before the current campaign, it was singled out in 1951
and attacked asz 'bourgecis natlonallst’, and both Sosyura and the translator
Prokefiev had to admit their error,

Ag a result of the campaign against the 1n1qu1tous cosm0p011tan critics (many of
them Jews), a whole series of new rationalisations had to be constructed. What now
was the function of the critic? What authority had he? The answer was that he must
'hold dear the fate of Soviet literature' and not be 'alien and hostile'. And pre-
sumably the converse applied - the right line of criticism was right because it
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'held dear the fate of Soviet literature! and wrong line wrong because it was hostile
anrd alien, . . .

The "Optimism Campaign" of 1946 had led to synthetic smiles all round, and the
critics' remedy had been too strong. To try and find a happy medium, a hew law of
dialectics was concocted, whereby there was not exactly conflict, but something
faintly resembling it ..... misunderstanding!! Henceforth, all 'conflict! within
Soviet society was not between Good and Bad, or Black and White, as it had been
previously, but between the Cood and the Betber, or the Good and the Excellent.
Principally, it must be between old and new production techniques.

The next period saw a crop of plays about workbench lovers falling out over safety
regulations, the wife who leaves her husband becouse he favours sowing a 'backward!
crop, the colleetive farm hero who works himself to death during harvest time, dis-
regarding doctor's advice, and the girl who, waiting for her boyfriend in the woods,
thinks he must have made th date to discuss production problems. To the extent

that these worthy artistic entertaimments gained an audience at all, it was from
dearth of choice offered to the newly literate masses avid for culture. But on the
whole they showed their discrimination by ignoring the "most advanced literature in
the world", and turning to the classics. Theatres showing "soviet" plays stayed  °
half-empty, and "soviet" novels and poetry remeined unopened in shops and libraries.

In yet another bid to win an audience, the bureaucracy now turned to ridiculing the -
products of its last campaign, pointing out the rather obvious fact that this was
really not quite how everyone lived their lives. Moreover, they complained, the
story of the wife leaving her husband belittled Soviet marriage, while the one

about the hero of the harvest belittled Soviet medicine! In the same breath they
called for a 1little satire and fun, but nobody by then felt in the mood - who

knew what he might unwittingly be in danger of belittling?

THE "THAW"

All the zig-zags and exaggerations or the period known as Zhdanovism were a logical
culmination to the attempt to dictate the content and style of a work of art. The
better trained were the hacks, the more they carried out to the letter the latest
instruction; finally every iota of individusl creative interest had been drained
out. It was exactly as Brecht once warned - "It's not the job of the Marxist—
Leninist Party to organise production of poems as on a poultry farm. If it did, the
poems would resemble one another like so many eggs". Soviet arts had come to a
complete full stop. The masses, increasingly discriminating and having a little
leisure in which to think, were every day voting no confidence in the 'works of
genius' offered them from on high. The situation was changing, and the policy had
to be modified accordingly.

Since about 1956, (after some years of marking time) intellectuals have been per-
mitted a slightly longer rein. A few critical voices are heard - but only
when their crificism is 'safe'., Writers and artists are no longer shot, but kept
hidden away in asylums: I have recently seen the figure for these put at. 600 since
1957, Scapegoats such as Daniel and Sinyavsky suffer worse, though, and it was
demanded of the poet Brodsky when he was tried as a malingerer a few years ago,

that he prove the usefulness of his poetry. When the upheavals of 1956 were found
to have unleashed a flood of experimentation, the Bureaucracy had to stem the tide:.
at a gathering of writers in 1957, Ehrushchev declared that "his hand would not
tremble" if it came to shooting a few who had strayed too. far. Art exhibitions may. .




now include, occasionally, a work which attempts to break out of the bounds of 1%th
century academicism; but not too far - several axhibitions that have even got aa
Jar as opening their doors, have had them closed within the hour on a flimsy wretext.

Soviet arts have reflected and paralleled a% cvory turn the econcomic and pelitical
basis of Russia. In every sphere of life the slight lessening of the official grip
has led to a situation where the genie (of the free activity of both workers and
intellectuals) has oozed out of the bottle and been pushed back, with the Bureau-
cracy wrestling to replace the cork, To this extent, it can be said that a certain
fermeht has been going on, with the bursaucracy on the defensive., But the battle
t0o free the arts will not be won until the workers have re-taken power, and re-est-
ablished the principles laid down by the Bolsheviks in the early 1920s. In 1956
some intellectuals may have imagined that the ice was about to melt; they now know
that only the top layer has thawed a little, that Stalinism is not 'the reign of
Stalin' but the rule of Bureaucracy, and that the ice must be broken by the prolet-
arian sledgehammer, not merely medified by a slight, controlled change in official
temperature. The Bureaucracy today has just as much moncpoly contrcl over what is
published and exhibited as it ever had in the days of Zhdanov and Stalin., The fact
that it may choose to exercise its power more liberally should not blind anyone to
the fact that it does so only in order to secure that power.

Despite the Bureaucracy, the conquests of October 1917 have remained the mainspring
of Soviet progress. The abolition of capitalist anarchy alone has allowed the tre-
mendous development of the means of production to the present point, at which the
superabundance necessary for socialism is imminent. Ironically, a similar develop-
ment has occurred in the sphere of culture - and this is particularly strange,
considering that creatively the past 40 or so years in Russia has been "an epoch of
mediocrities, laureates and toadies", as Trotsky wrote in 1936, when only half the
damage had been done. Nevertheless, it is a fact that the Russian masses are the
most literate and the most receptive in the world to the best of bourgeois culture.
The general education of the proletariat, which Lemin specified as an essential pre-
requisite for a workers' culture, is now a reality. It has come about precisely
because these workers were offered only two choices -~ either to read the bourgsois
classics, or to plough through the fifth rate imitations of them.

At the presenmt time, by comparison with the total censorship enforced by stalinism,
bourgeois culture manages to appear complotely free, When the time comes, as it
must come soon, that the Russian workers estoblish the genuine freedom of a prolet-
arian democracy, it will be obvious at first glance that bourgeois art is weighed
down by the money-bags-society only a little less than Russian art has been by the
censor,
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((These notes are intended as an introduction to the article by Trotsky which follows))

"Together with a few others this man (Lenin)
had endowed an 3inense movement of faltering
masses with a political consciocusness thet
was supremely clear.and resolute. Even when
favourable social conditions are granted,
sucir & human achievement is rare, unique,
irreplacezble at the moment of its hapven-—
ing., Without it the minds of those who
marched would have been seversl degrees
dimmer, the chances of chaos and of defeat
amidst chaos imeasurasbly greater, for a de-
gree of consciousness once lost can never
be measured." (Victor Serge)

50 yeers ago the October Revolution gave to Revolutionary Marxism the greatest poss~
ible vindication. It was a vindication of its validity both-as an analysis of claus
soclety ard the potential of the proletariat, and also as a guide to the concrete
revolutionary activity which assured that the potential of the working class became
actual in a victorious revolution. The two were entirely inseparable, and it was
the contribution of Lenin to Marxism and the Revolution that he bound together the
two elements - the perspective and the struggle to attain it = in the Party
which he forged and in the Russian working class which it led. Mankind, afflicted
with the barbarities of Imperialism's first great modern slaughter, saw lifted a
corner of the curtain which veiled its potential future.

Withiw only threc years.of. the cutbreak of war, when the former Marxist parties had
lined up behind "their own" capitalists to defend their various "Fatherlands",
revolutionary Marxism seemed stone dead and buried in the guicklime of the mass
graves filled with the millions of workers who had been misled to fratricidal slaugh-
ter. The programme and premises of Marxism seemed exposed as just another piece

of mythology, feeble day-dreams cf the long preceding mid-summer of capitalist pros~
perity, now dispersed in face of the harsh power politics of the new reality and

the flexed power of militaristic capitalism, In face of the capitukation of the
supposedly Marxist Second International, Marxism seemed to have been one more retion
of dope to drug the masses from day to day only the better to line them up later
behind the ruling class in its hour of need,

MARXTSM = ILVES |

The Octdber Revolution changed all that utterly and finally. The victory of the
Bolshevik workers demonstrated that there was ancther Marxism, another conception

of Marxism, which its exponents took seriocusly. This Marxism was altogether unlike
the counterfeit of the western Social-Democracies, which had increasingly been a
hollow facade,/%%ternal element unrelated to the practical work of accomodating to

the capitalist system, The narrow sectional interests of the labour aristocracy,

the Union machine and the tame parliamentarians had dominated,- not Marxism, From

the very beginning of the Russian Social-Democratic Labour Party, and indeed in laying
its foundations, Lenin had waged an unrelenting war on the disease which was in 191
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to lay waste the West Buropean movement, The Russian Marxists had seen the first -

open signs of the disesse, and had fought the Economists, Mensheviks and all the
others who had at different times tried to give the opportunist malaise firm

roots in the Russian Labour movement. Lenin built a different type of Party, one
with sharp consciousness and self-accounting; a Party capable of the utmost flex-
ibility in tactics, whether in a reactionary perliament or in street fights, and
capable at the same time of being utterly immovesble on issues of principle; a
Party so tempered that it could carry out a complete strategic reorientation in
the turmoil of the revolutionary ycar 1917, and go on, having accepted its new
perspective of immediate workers' power in Russia, to actually lead the proletariat
in the conquest of that power: a Party which subordinated to its own revolutionary
goels the unions which grew up after 1265 and, while carrying on the day to day
struggle, avoided having its horizons foreshortened and its goal blurredy a Party
which had been bullt to fight t5 implement the Merxdst,programpe, and which steered
at every step by the revolubionary spirit of liorxisi,. '

THE BOLSHEVIE SCHOOL

Henceforth it was this Marxism of lenin s Trotsky which claimed the allegiance
of those who wanted to fight for workers' power, The best elements in the world
Llabour movement went to school o the Bolshevikss 1t was, and still is, the best
possible school, In the intervening 50 yenrs no school or tradition has come for-
ward which is remotely comparable with that of Leninm, There has been only on~
experience of conscious seizure and retention of power by the working class, and
Bolshevism was the political crystellisation of that event. The experience of
Bolshevism is still the decisive experience of revolutionary politics, It is still
the essential school, We cannot ezcape the fact that workers' upsurges in many
countries have been defeated ard suppressed because of the absence cof Bolshevism or
the weakness of its representasives, Only Bolshevism has ever given political and
crganisational eclarity to the roused proletarian masses sufficient to lead them to
victory.

Today we are still facing the same tasks as those formidated by the first Congresses
of the Comintern, Bolshevik politics are our guide in the battle to re-ignite the
fires which flared in Petrograd 59 years ago. There can be no other guide,

But what is Bolshevism? Tor Stalinists it is just one other empty word. They tell
us it is the same thing as the monstrous complex of rationalisations, lies and
police state repression which has arisen in Russia and which claimed for its first
victims all +the old Bolsheviks! For certain other people cries of "Bolshevism"
amount in actuality to a sectarian licence for absurdity, At the other pole stand
our 'eclectic Marxists' who empty the well of their wisdom over our heads in
insistantly telling and retelling us that 'Bolshevik solutions' and the ‘Bolshevik
experience and tradition are 'irrelevant in our conditions'. They tell us that
Bolshevism is good only for ditching.

But the younger generation of revolutionary socialists cannct afford to ditch or
to ignore the Bolshevik heritage, Nor can we accept that the monstrous stalinist
apparition and its ideclogical reflection are other than a negation of the highest
points reached by working class politics, Neither shall we be satisfied with the
child's rattle of the sectarians and their slantced catch-words and mechanical
analogies. '

Our course must be to rework, study and learn from the original sources, We must
reconquer the Marxism of Octdber., In particular we have the writings of Lenin and
Trotsky. There we must seek knowledge - not myth - of the actual events, the
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history, the concrete developments., Above all, in order to be able to understand as
Marxists, we must re-learn the method of the Bolsheviks. It is to contribute to the
necessary re-conquest of the lost heights of Marxist consciousness that we republish,
following these notes, Trotsky's CURVE OF CAPIT.JIST DEVELOFMENT, as a study in the
maethod of the Bolsheviks and the sarly Comintern. .

MARXISM AND RELLITY

Marxism is a method, dialectics, It is a 'constant' applied to nature and society
fermenting and changing continuocusly, and is reacted back upon and enriched by con-
crete developments. "Dialeotics is living, many-sided knowledge (with the nunber of
sides eternally increasing), with an infinite runber of shades of every approach and
approximation to reality.."(Lenin). In this artiele Trotsky discusses the mechamics of
its application to the broad dynamics and fluctuations of capitalist development, Basim
hg himgelf on some ideas of Engels' he tries to schematise the interrelationships of
the ebbs and flows of the economic basiz of society and the various elements ik the su-
parstructure - including revolutions, Quoting Engels he explains the impossibility of
grasping on the wing the milliards of faoets of current reality as they develop and
interact.Post facto is the time of the reckoning — the owl of Minerva flies in the eve~
ning. "And yet the explaination of political phenomena cannot be postponed, because the
struggle cannot wait. Hense flows the necessity of resorting in dally politicel activ-
ity to explainations which are so general that through long usage they beoome transfor-
med into truisms..¥ Here also we have the root of many distortions of revolutionary
Marxism itself and of much confusion in the sracticel action of marxists, This is the
b of the question of Marxism as a tocl for »nreosration of revolutionary action: the
relation of marxist thecry and concrete revolutionary practice. For if theory lags,
becomes less concrete, its vaelidity is weakened and the dangers become greater: this

is a fundamental question of merxism as a revolutionary science.

The fact that initially scientific analyses of reality tend to become truisms andless
concrete in face of changing reality and the impossibility of keeping this under direet
immediate oObservation, raises inescapsably the question of the relationship of our acce-
pted ideas ( the result of the application of marxism to past, recseding, reslity) to
our concrete practical work in an evolving situation. In general there is no revealed
truth in relation to practice in Marxism; only a method and partially codified exper—
ience, which as a tool to grapple with reality must be constantly retested. If it is
not pcegible .to have a clear andl conscious analysis of immediste changes in reality
then the 'commomplace truisms! avoid becoming the increasingly wvulgar sbstractions by
the concrete practice of those who take the ileas as o guide to action, "the truth",
said Lenin,"is always concrete". Where the revolutionaries fail to thke these ideas
according to the marxist conception as precepts for practice, we see many varieties of
sectarianism, simple satisfaction with endless repetition of abstractions which are
ever-more antagonistic to reality as they become ever-more ends in themselves, This
starts off as frozen theoretical conservatism in face of developing reality, and a
failure to eveolve practice to 'maintain the revitalising contact with reality.

CONCRETIS.TTON

Here the approach to reality of the revolutionaries is the demsive question. We need
systematic concretisation of our generalifies and rigorously consistent theoretical
accounting of our practical work and experiences, Without this there can be no talk of
that CONSCICUSNESS which was the mark of the Bolsheviks. Marxism is not a self-conta~
ined entity and cannot be such. & condition of health is o mytually fructifying inter-
action with the class struggle. Practice is guiled by theory and in turn enriches the
ideas of the marxists, sharpening them on the stone of reality. Theory must guide ceoti-
on as the Iiving pulsating link betwsen the accepted theoretical codification and the
living, changing, reality.
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Trotsky's article was meant partly as a contributicn to the discussicn on the proble-
ms of the Communist International in the early twenties, and the relationship of its
actions to the ebbs and flows of the tide of revolution. This period saw the end of
the boiling revolutionary ferment in Western Burope amongst the working class and the
beginning of temporary stabilisation of espitalism. on the basis of the defeat
of the workers, In this period of sharp changes in tempo and directicn, a period of
sharp polarisation between social democrats, congenitally sluggish, whose treachery
had brought on the recent defeats, anl commmists whose ardour allowed litile respeet
for objective asseasment of reality amd who were frankly going through an ultra-lefi
phaze - in this situation, the need was to assert, even in a dangerously schematic
fashion, the lawfullness of these ebbs and flows., The geheral cbservations of Irotsky
on these gquestions throw a great dezl of valusble light on the period we have been
living through in the recent evolution of capitalism, and alsc on the likely effeots
of a break, of which there are many signs colready, in the wpward curve,

The greatest enemy of effective revolutionsry action was mechanical thinmking of the
left orientation and also of the right, which tended to believe in automatic capitalist
stavilisation., Reporting to the Third Comintern Congress Trotsky said: "Faith in
autonomism of development is the most characteristic trait of opportunism.” But if
belief in automatic cepitalist stabilisation bred R®ight  opportunism; the same conce-
pton of capitalism's collapse generated Left opportunism. In an article POLITIC.L
PERSPECTIVES Trotsky wrote on this question:"it the Third World Congress we were told
that the economic crisis would endure without interruption and get worse until the
proletariat seize power, This mechanistic cutlock was at the bottom of the revolutionw
ary optimism of certain "lLefts". When we explained that conjunctural ups and downs are
inevitable in world economy and that it is necessary toTforsses them and take them into
account, tactically, these comrades imagined that we were engaged in a revision of
well nigh the entire Programme and tactics of the International, In reality we were
engaged only in a revision of certain predjudices... Without a prognosis it is gener-
ally impossible to arrive at a far-reaching rcvolutionary policy. But our prognosis
cannct be mechanistic, It must be dialectical. It must %ake into ascount the interact-
ion of cbjective and subjective historical forces. il his opens up the possibility

of several varlants - depending on how the relation of forces shapes up in living his-
torical action".

NO_BOLSHEVISM WITHOUT THE MARXIST METHOD

The need to insist on both ths prajaninaréé of objective reality, and at the same time
that conscious working class activity remains the key which can ftransform that reality
~ 1in short, the need for a materielist dialectical conception, is especially vitol.
Those who 'accept' the politics of Bolshevism but avoid the inconvenience of mastering
the marxist method here illustrated by Trotsky, are free to develop their own pecul-
iavities, to steer, not by marxist analysis but arbitrarily by their own subjective
inclinations. The Revolutionary movement in Britain and N,I. provides us with examples
of the results of the one-sidedness anl Adistortion of eglements of marxism that flows
from this. Some see the content of Marxism as empty schemas to be fitted to elements
in the real word after a sufficient period of contemplation:bin gge process they shed
the whole conception of creative astivity. Others impatientfye%%e objective basis of
marxism and stress the activist element in the same arbitrery an? subjective way, and
with essentially the some method as their quietist first cousins. In both cases failure

to base their activity on marxist analysis leads to futility. The state of the British

Trotskyist'movement is convineing proof that activity after the model of the Bolshe-
viks is quite impossible unless one begins with anl is guided by their method.

MARXISM AND STaLINISHM
Trotsky wrote this. article glso in attempt to map out a guideline for some of the work
of research anl Qodification which the resources of the Boviet state secmed to make
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possible., He projected a series of detaile’ stulies te enrich marxism, But the effects
of the Soviet state on marxism were destinel to be the very opposite of what Trotsky
hal in mind., Far from making available unprecedente? resources as Trotsky had expected,
the Soviet Union, in its isolation and progressive degeneration under a usurping bure-
aucracy, was to be the scene and sourse of zn urparalleled degradation and praiitution
of Marxism - disembodied elements of which became part of the idsclogy of the new elite.

Marxism, the highest expression of rationality and sclentific human consciousness,bec-
ame anathema tc the new bureaucratic rulers whose interests stood opnosed to the
working class. For the stalinists marxism became a few vulger schemas and compilations
of minced texts from the various mummifiel books an? iconised masters of Marxism,
pasted together wiler whatever heading best suited them, and arranged to "demonstrate"
whatever the current and ever-shifting needls of the selectors demarnded. Only the phra-
zes, references and dead heroves remained - and usually with their meaning reversed - to
serve as a rationcle for the bureaucracy which still needed to give an account of itse-
1f in the old terms.

YThe world Commnist Parties, steering by the single,if moving, star of Bureaucratic
interest, evolved a grotesque system of adaptation and readaptation tg%he Russian
bureaucracy's empirical zig-zags - and that was the sun of thelr marxism., Unfortunat-
ely their marxism still passes for good coin very readily, and all&he more so hecause
opponents of Marxism find the smelly stalinist straw man so much easier to trounce,

Any attempt, such as that of the Stalinists, to utilise the outer forms of Marxism by
classes or groups antagonistic to the proletariat, must result in a hollow sham, If
Marxism sums up the logic of reality in projecting a perspective of social evolution
upwards (there always remains the possibility of regression, of course) towards the
proletarian conquest of power and the liquidation of classes - then the annexation of
elements of Marxism by forces'  S®needs go agoinst this must lead to emasculation, the
abstraction from it of both its cbjective base ani its characteristic insistance on
human activity. Only that class capeble of totally changing it, can bear to look for
long at the world as it really is without the comfort of idealist distortions of one
sort or ancther. An example of this is the Stalinist intellectuals in the THigh

Stalin pericd who evolved an elaborate set of rationalisations for Russian reality ta
serve the allegedly thinking elements in the world (Ps. This essentially hinged on & re~
gression to a sort of pre-Marx version of conservative idealist dialectics, which dep-
ended on a mixture of distortion of Russian reality and avoidance of any concrete anal-
ysis in favour of rose-coloured glossing-up, Thelr motto in face of the dimly perceived
horrors of stelinism became the old conservatiWe Hegelian cry "What exists deserves to
exist". They had no time for the revolutionary Marxist emphasis applied by the Trotsky-
ists to Stalin's Russia: "What exists deserves to perish in favour of a higher order and
genuine Marxists mist prepare the fubure instead of bending the knee to what now exists"

In other cases, for example China today, we seec elements of Marrism, distorted at one
level into a cynival, deeply bureaucratic set of schemas for manipulating "the contra-
dictions in the people'; and on ancther into semi-religious magic incantations.

Stalinism dealt, and still to =z lesser extent continues to deal, serious blows at Marx-
ist science, attempting to turn it from a guide in revolution to a handmaiden of counter
revolution, and cutting it off from the mainstream of intellectual 1ife for a whole
pericda : The bureaucratic dead hand alienated mahy who
would have been won to the genuine Marxism and miseducated those who came looking for

it at the wrong address. It deprived Marxism of the life-bloocd of development, fresh
iconoclastic application to the problems of the workers' struggle, at the same time as

it betrayed, misled and stifled that struggle,
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THE LIVING IINK WITH BOLSHEVISM 2
Marxism, in the decades when it cppearce? synonyaous with Stalinism, remained alive as a
revelutionary world outlook bnly in the hanis of sm:1l, bitterly persecuted, almost o

wholely Trotskyist minorities. They had to live ni? struggle with the cumulative efie-
cts of the workers defeats and tho &trengthening of the anti-revoluticnary groups within
the labour movement. They experienced the gualitative transformation of revolutionary
perspectives (in a potentially revolutionary epocch) from being the raison d'etre of
powerful mass movements to a situation of being held only by tiny propogandist groups
locked in a reality of which they were aware with the sharp eyes of Bulshevism — but
unable toe dominate,

It is to them that we owe the possibility of reclaiming the Bolshevik heritage, uncont-
aminated by the Stalinist rotienness. That the essence of revolutionary Marxism has been
harded on to us, even if only in the sense of determined reiteration (and sometimes, it
must be admitted, even 'unintelligent' reiteration) of the ABC of Bolshevism, is a tribute
t0 the heroism of the Trotskyists,

The relationship of revolutionary activity today to this heritage of Bolshevik ideas is
organic. We cannot reconquer, reclaim the Marxism of October simply by learning formulae -
but only by building a Bolshevik-type orgnnisation. is Trotsky says here, capitalist soce
lety moves in a series of orises, interspersed with periods of stability and even of ex-
pansion, But there is no automatic victory for the working people in ' even the sharpest
orisis. If capitalism is not consciously overthrown, it can always survive upsets. There-
for the decisive question in every crisis in the fubture as in the past is, as Gramsci put _
it "the force, permanently organised and pre-ordered over a long peoiocd which can be ad- #
vanced when ore judges that the situation is favoursble (asd it is favourable only to

the extent that such a force exists and is full of fighting ardour). Therefore the ess-
ential task is that »f paying systematic and patient attenticn to forming mnd developing
that force, rendering it ever more homogenecous, compact, conscious of itself.™ ’

The existence of this party will depend on the consciousness of the revolutionaries, and
on our ability to apply with sensitivity the basic ideas of Marxism, allowing the most
concrete contact and involvement with the living expericnce of our class. Only then can
it be organised and rendered conscious in order o be sble to take advantage of the
-ebbs and .flows of cepitalist society to put an end finally to capitalism. Only in the
struggle to forge such a weapon of proletarian revolution can we hope to reconguer the
Marxism of October, and go on to the meking of new Octobers.

Sean Matganna
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In his introduction to Marx's 'The Class Struggle in France' Engels wrote:

"In judging events and groups of events in modern history one can never arrive
at the ltimate economic causes., Even at the present time when highly spe-
cialised literature provides us with such rich stores of material, it is im~
possible even in England to follow from day to day either the trend of industry
and trade on the world market, or all the changes which take place in methods
of production =~ it is impossible to follow them in order to be able at any
aiven moment to draw a general balance of these multiplex, imberlacing and
constantly changing factors. HMoreover, the most important of these factors
cperate by and large in a magked form for a longs period of time; until they
finally manifest themsel¥es suddenly and potently, No clear picture of the
economic history of a given period can be obtained until this period itself
has reached its completion. The picture is obtained only later on, post
factum, after the material has already been collected and sifted. otatistics
constitute here an indispensable auwxiliary vehicle, but statistics always lag
behind, In consequence, it is only too offten necessary in the case of current,
modern history to approach that factor which is of most. decigive importance as
if it were a constant; to view the economic situation, as it initially unfolds
in the period under investigation as if it were constant and immutable through-
out the entire period; and, on the other hand, of necessity to centre attention
only on such changes in the economic situation as arise from clear and indis-
putable events - and which therefore are themselves as clear and indisputable
as the very events., The materialistic method is therefore only too often
compelled 40 confine itself to reducing political conflicts to the clash bet-
ween the interests of thoseclasses in society and those factions within the
classes which are already given at the outset of the inwestigation and which
nave already been creabted by economic develovment; and to regard the varbous
political parties as a more or less adequate expression of their respective
classes and factions. Tt is self evident how preat a source of srror is con-—
stituted by unavoidably ignoring the gimdtaneougly oceurring changegs in the
goconomic situation, this hrue basis of all events under investigation.,"

(Our FEmphasis ).

These ideas which Engels formulated before his death were not further devel-
oped. by anyone after him., To my recollection they are even rarcly quoted =
mich more rarely than they should be. Still more, thelr meaning seems to have
escaped some Marxists. The explanantion for this fact is once again to be

found in the causes indicated by Bngels which militate againgt any kind of.econ-
omiec interpretation of current hisgbtory.

It is a very difficult task, impossible to solve in its full scope, to determine
those subterranean impulses which sconomics transmits to the peolitics of today;
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and yet the explanation of political phehomeda cannct be postponed because the
struggle cannot wait. Hence flows the necessity of resorting in daily politie-
-al activity to explanations which are so general. that -through long usage they
become transformed into truisms, ST

As long as politics keeps flowing in one amd the same forms, within one and

the same banks, and at about one and the same speed, i.es, as long as the
accumulation of economic quantity has not passed into a change of political
quality, this type of clarifying abstraction ("the interests of the bourgeocis-
ie", "imperialism","fascism", ) still more or less serve their task: not to
interpret a political fact in all its concrebensss, but to reduce it to a
familiar social type, which is, of course, intrinsically of inestimeble import-
ance,

But when a serious change occurs in the situation, all the more so a sharp
turn, such general explanations reveal their complete inadequacy, and become
wholly tranformed into empty truisms., In such cases it is invariebly necessary
to probe analytically much more deeply in order to detemmine the qualitative
aspect, and if possible alse to measure quantitetively the impulses of econ-
omics upon politics. These "impulses" represent the dialectic form of the
"tasks" which originate in the dynamic foundation and are submitted for sol-
ution in the sphere of the superstructure,

Oscillations of the economic conjuncture (boom-depression-crisis) already sig-
nify in and of themselves periodic impulses which give rise now to quantitative,
now to qualitative changes, and to new formations in the field of politics.

The revenues of possessing classes, the state budget, wages, unemployment,
proportions of foreign trade, ete., are intimately bound up with the economic
conjuncture, and, in their turn, exert the most direct influence on politics.
This elone is enough t0 make onc understand how important and fruitful it is

to follow step by step the history of political parties, state institutions,
etc. in relation to the cycles ol capitalist development. By this we do not

at all mean to say that these cycles explain everything; this is excluded if
only for the reason that cycles themselves are not fundamental but derivative
economic phencmens. They unfold on the basis of the development of productive
forces through the medium of market relations. But cycles explain a great
deal, forming as they do through automatie pulsation an indispenseble dialect-
ic spring in the mechanics of capitalist society. The breaking points of the
trade-industrial conjuncture bring us into a closer proximity with the critical
knots in the web of the development of political tendencies, legislation, and
all forms of ideology,

But capitalism is not characterised solely by the periodic recurrence of cycles
~ Otherwige what would occur would be a complex repetition and not dynamic
development. Trade-industrial cycles are of different character in different
periods. The chief difference between them is determined by quantitative inter-—
relations between the crisis and the boom period within each given cycle. If
the boom restores with & surpius the destruction or constriction during the
preceding crisis, then capitalist development moves upward. If the crisis,
which signalizes destruction, or, at all events, contractiocn of productive

Lsd
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forces, surpasses in its intensity the corregponding boom, then we get as a
result a decline in economy. Tinaelly, if the crisis and boom apnroximate each
other in force, then we get a temporary and stagnating equilibrium in economy.
This is the scheme in the rough., We observe in history that homogeneous cycles
are grouped in 2 series, Entire epochs of capitalist development exist when a
number of cycles is characterised by sharply delineated booms and weak, short-
lived erises. As a result we have a sharply rising movement of the basic curve
of capitalist development, There dbtain epochs of stagnation when this curve,
while passing through partial cyclical oscillations, remains on approximately
the same level for decades, And finally, during certain historical periods
the basic curve, while passing as always through cyclical oscillations, dips
downward as a whole, signelising the decline of productive forces.

It is already possible to postulate a priord that epochs of energetic capital-
ist development must possess features =~ in politics, in law, in philosophy,
in poetry =~ sharply different from those in the epochs of stagndtion or
economic decline. Still more, a transition from one epoch of this kind to a
different one must naturally produce the greatest convulsions in the relation-
ships between classes and bétween states. At the Third World Congress of the
Comintern we had to stress this point =~ in the struggle against the purely
mechanistic conception of capitalist disintegration now in progress. If period-
ic replacements of "normal" booms by "normal® crises find their reflection on
all spheres of social life, then a transition from an entire boom epoch to one
of decline, or vice versa, enfenders the greatest historical disturbances and
it is not hard to show that in many cases revolutions and wars straddle the
borderline between two different epochs of sconomic development, ie, the junc-
tion of two different segments of the cepitalist curve. To analyse all of mod-
ern history from this standpoint is truly one of the most gratifying tasks of
dialectical materialism.

Following the Third World Congress of the Comintern, Professor Kondratiev app-
roached this problem - as usual, painstakingly evading the formulation of

the question adopted by the Congress itself - and attempted to set up along-
side of the "minor cycle", covering a period of ten years, the concept of a
"major cycle", embracing approximetcly {ifty years. According to this symmet-
rically styled construction, a major economic cycle consists of some five minor
cycles, and furthermore, half of them have the character of boom, while the
other half is that of crisis, with all the necessary transitional stages. The
statistical determinations of major cycles compiled by Kondratiev should be
subjected to careful and not over—credulous verification, both in respect to
individual countries as well as the world market as a whole., It is already
possible to refute in advance Professor Kondratiev's atitempt to invest epochs
labelled by him as major cycles with the self-same "rigidly lawful rhythm" that
is observable in minor cycles; 1t is an obviously false generalisation from a
formel analogy. The periodic recurrence of minor cycles is conditioned by the
internal dynamics of capitalist forces, and manifests itself always and every-
where once the market comes into existence. As regards the large segments of
the capitalist curve of development (50 years) which Professor Kondratiev in-
cautiously proposes to desighate also as cycles, their character and duration
is determined not by the internal interplay of capitalist forces but by those
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external conditions through whose channel capitalist development flows. The
acquisition by capitalism of new countries and continents, the discovery of
new natural resources, and, in the wake of these, such major facts of "super-
structural" order as wars and revolutions determine the character and the
replacement of ascending, stagnating or declining epochs of capitalist devel=
opment,

Along what path then should javestigation proceed?

To establish the curve of capitalist development in its non-periodic {basie)
and periodic (secondary) phases and bresking points in respect to individual
countries of interest to us and in respect to the entire world market - such
is the first part of the task., Once we have the fixed curve {the method of

fixing it is of course a special question in itself and by no meahs a simple
one but it pertains to the field of economic-statisticel technique), we can
bresk it down into pericds, depending upon the angle of rise and decline in

reference to the axis of abscissas (see the graph). In this way we obtain a
pictorial scheme of economic development, i,e., the characterisation of the

"brue basis of all the events under investigation” (Engels).

Depending upon the concreteness and detail of our investigation, we may re-
quire a number of such schemas: one relating to agriculture, another to heavy
industry, and so on, With this scheme as our starting point, we must next
synchronise it with political events (in the widest sense of the temm) and we &
can then seek not only for correspondence, or toc put it more cautiously,
inter-relationship between definitely delineated epochs of social life and

the sharply expressed segments of the curve of capitalist development but also

for these direct subiterranean impulses which unleash events. Along this road

it is naturally not at all difficult to fall into the most vulgar schematisa-—

tion; and above all, to ignore the tenacious interral conditioning and succe-

gsion of ideological processes; and to become chlivious of the fact that eco-

nomics is decisive only in the 'last analysis'. There has been no lack of
caricature-conclusions drawn from the Marxist method! But to renounce on this

account the sbove-indicated formulation of the question ("it smells of econ~

omism") is to demonstrate complete inability to understand the essence of

Marxism which seeks for the causes of changes in social superstructure in the

changes of the economic foundation, and not anywhere else.

At the risk of incurring the theoretieal ire of opponents of "economism" (and
partly with the intention of provoking their indignation) we present here a
schematic chart which depicts arbitrarily a curve of capitalist development

for a pericd of ninety years along the sbove-construed lines. The general
direction of the basic curve is determined by the character of the partial con-
Junctural curves of which it is composed, In our schema three periods are
sharply demarcated: 20 yearsg of very gradual capitalist development (segment
A - B); LO years of energetic upswing (segment B - C); 30 years of protracted
crisis and decline (segment C - D), If we introduce into this diagram: the most
important historical events for the corregponding period, then the pictordial
Juxtaposition of major political events with the varistions of the curve is
alone sufficient to provide the idea of the invaluable starting points for “
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historico-materialist investigations. The parallelism of political events and
economic changes is of course very relative. As a general rule, the "super-
structure" registers and reflects new formagtions in the economic sphere only
after congidersble delay. But this law must be laid bare through a concrete
investigation of those complex inter-relationships of which we here present a
pictorial hint,
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In the report to the Third World Congress we illustrated our idea with certain
“historical examples drawn from the epoch of the revolution of 1848, the epoch
of the first Russian revolution (1905) and the period through which we are now
passing (1920-1921) We refer the veader to0 these examples (see "The New
Course"). They do not supply anythiing finished but they do characterise ade-
quately enough the extraordinary importance of the approach advanced by us -
gbove all, for urderstanding the most critical leaps in history: wars and rev-
olutions., If in this letter we ubilise a purely arbitrary pictorial scheme,
without attempting to take any actual period in history as a basis, we do so
for the simple reason that any attempt of this sort would resemble far too
much an incautious anticipation of those results flowing from a complex and
painstaking investigation which has yet to be made,

At the present time it is of course still impossible to foresee to any precise
degree Jjust what sections of the field of history will be illuminated and just
how much light will be cast by a materialist investigation which would proceed
from a more concrete study of the capitalist curve and the inter-relationship

between the latter and all the aspects of social life. Conguests which may be
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attained on this road can be determined only as the result of such an invest-
igation itself, which must be more gystematic, more orderly than those hist-
oric-materialist excursions hitherto undertaken. In any case, such an approach &
to medern history promises to enrich the theory of historical materielism with
conquesths far more precious than the extremely dublous speculative juggling,
with the concepts and terms of the materialist method which has, under the pens
of some of our Marxists, transplanted the methods of forwalism into the domain
of the materialist dialectic; which has led to reducing the task to rendering
definitions and classifications more precise and to splitting empty abstract-
ions imto four equally empty varts; in short, has adulterated Marxism by means
of the indecently elegant mannerisms of Kantian epigones. It is a sgilly thing
inrdeed endlessly to sharpen and resharpen the ingtrument, to chip away Marxist
steel when the task is to apply the instrument in working over the raw material,

In our opinion this theme could provide the subject matter for the most fruit-
ful work of our Marxist seminars on historical materialism., Indepcndent inv-
estigations undertaken in this sphere would undoubtedly shed new light or, at
least, throw more light on igsolated historical events and entire epochs,
Pinally, the very habit of thinking in terms of the foregoing categories would
extremely facilitate political orientation in the present epoch, which is an
epoch that reveals more openly than ever before the connection between capital-
ist economics that has attained the peak of saturation with cepitalist politics
that has become completely unbridied.

2

I promised long ago to develop this theme for the "Vestnik Sotsialisticheskol

Akademii", Up to now I have been prevented by circumstances from keeping this
promise. I am not sure that I shall be able to fulfill it in the near futufe.
For this reason I confine myself in the meantime to this letter,

B et e o o A

(BLACK DOWER -  Contd. from peld )

++ The first necessity for this is that the white workers move into opposition,
Until this unity becomes a reality then the advance guard in struggles remain
the negroes, '

The great positive thing about the movement around Black Power is that it has
become a rallying cry for the most militant of the negroes, around which are
organised defense committees to fight off the terrorist cops, By stressing self-
reliance it has gpined widespread support amongst the black masses tired of
seeing Uncle Toms at the head cof their ecclumns, As a result the black work-
ers, whose present stance must be seen as transitional, are the vanguard, And
insofar as Black Power mcbilises these workers against the system it must be
supported, critically - but wholeheartedly,

Black Power cannot achieve its stated aims, and in this sense its perspectives

are unrealisable under capitalism, But it can and is crashing through layers of
prejudice and discriminatory practice bullt up over decades by capitalism in its u
drive to divide and rule, practices irremovable in yet more decades of peaceful
campaigning, This in itself is a blow against US Imperialism, - It is doing

it in a revoluticnary way. And that surely is no mean achievement. #
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lirish Labour: by 2o Burke

BE OR RNOT TO BE ?

The criticism which Comrade Lysaght levels at the Irish Labour Party in the last
issue of Workers' Republic may or may not be valid., But of his approach and of the
framework within which he works one thing is vividly clear -~ it must be utterly
rejected. There is only one context which might make his article acceptable and
Justify the editors.in their publication of iti;- if he had criticis:d the Labour
Party's programme not from a Social-Democratic point of view, as he has,but rather
as a socialist revolutionary seeing reforms within the L.P. not as an end in them-
selves but merely a means of mobilising the workers akeirst the system as such,
Comrade Lysaght has become enmeshed and hopelessly ¢caght up in the machinations
of the L.P, itself, His article is narrow in outlock, myopic in perspective, He
can look with affection at such fellow~travellers as Bernstein and Kaubsky.
But no. Revolutionary phrases are no sgtrangers .among their writings: but
for Comrade Lysaght even this revolutionary vocabulary is non-existent. He axists
in a world long since impotentiFor him the Second International is still a living
force, .

Today, Marxists can admit no illusions as to the nature and functions of such Soc-
lal-democratic organisations as the Labour Party. In essence, Social~democracy can
oniy be defined as a “bourgeois agency" throwing the working class into confision,
While it is an expression of the level of the labour movement at a certain period,
and while in practical work Marxists must base themselves on this fact -~ we will
never advance from it if Marxists simply accomodate to ite In Ireland the ILabour
Party no longer has a progressive role to play, It can travel no road other than
that of the reactionary and treacherous British Lebour Party, Marxists recognise,
however, that the Labour Party is still capable of attracting potential revolut-
ionaries and many sincere workers at a rank and file level, It is towards +these
pecple that we must turn when we are in the Lebour Party, to join with them in
struggle against the right wing leaders and attempt to win them to a full Marxist
consciousness. In the course of struggle, and in discussing everyday problems of
our class, we can also raise within the Lebour Party transitionnl elogans and dem=
ands in an effort to heighten the class-consciocusness of the working class,

About the Labour Party itself, or the role which it plays in society, we have no
illusions, It is a bourgeols organisation through which any revolt or dissatisface
tion in the ranks of the working class is dissipated into thin air, It serves the
function of a safety valve preventing the workers from coming to a greaker realis-
ation of the objective circumstances in which they exist. It twists and distorts
reality and by presenting minor reforms in the capitalist system as significant
and worthwhile geins for the oppressed class, proclaims its true function as the
ally of the exploiting class. The real treachery of the Labour Party lies in its
berpetuation of the myth that bourgeois democracy is the only reality, and in its
blatant failure to pose the real and only alternative - proletarian democracy,
The Labour farty has no perspective other than working within the capitalist syst-
em and is thus doomed befors it starts. Any organisation which does not clearly
pose the question of taldng state power,smashing the present system and installing
the dictatorship of the proletariat, becomes a foil for the progressive role of
the working class and is condemned to a reactionary role,
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In this cortaxt, Comrade Lysaght's article was remarksble not for what it goid
but for what it did not say. He wholely concerns himself with minor reforms and is
determined that the Labour Party should lead the other two bourgeois parties in a-
dapting and acclimatising the defunct capitalist system. He is able t0 welcome the
demand for a2 "full scale national Health Service" and nods approvingly at the
"proposal on a national roads policy" and on education, What comes when there is a
"£311 scale national Health Service®® Will a "national roads policy" put an  end
to the class struggle? If "control of terms for leases" which is such "“an cbvious
immediate policy" and moreover "one which must be vressed" - 1f such control is
introduced will the proletariat wake up some bright and sunny morning to £find the
capitalists packed and gone? Come off it, Comrade Lysaght. What when these re-
forms are in effect? More reformg? Arnd thon yet more ngain? This would be a
great game, comrade, 1if it were ndét for the fact that the cepitalists are, and
wodld be, laughing thelr heads off as they set off in their privete planes and
yachts to sunny places while the working class provides the ready cash: 10 rocelve
in return a boot in the face, We are not playing gemes, Comrade Lysaght., Nor does
the vast majority of the population see the joke, Tazke a closer lock at your cann-
o fodder. Go into the factories and see the workers spending their time +oiling
in the most soul destroying jobs to earn for themselves the right to exist and for
others the means to enjoy a life of ease and lwmury. Go and talk to the small far-
mer with his few acres on which he gtruggles to wrench a pitiful few pounds. Walk
along the dole gueues and tell these people of your petty reformss Tell them that
you are concerning yourself with reforming the cepitalist system. But do not, do
not tell them that they can end this lamentable state of affairs by seizing state
powsr and throwing out the exploiters, No, Comrade Lysaght, conveniently forget
this question - ard above all, do not pose the sort of 'reforms' that would que-
stion the basis of the system.

Comrade Lysaght counterposes reform +to revcolution, minimum programme to maximum
programme, in the best social democratic tradition, We are not concerned with 're-
fors’ Jomands which will at best patch ¥ the system, but in ‘“revolutionary ref-
orm’ wilch can be a bransitional bridge on the road to overthrow the system as
sucn, mcbllising the workers in a sharpening conflict with the entire system.

"eseSince the final goal of socialism"Rosa Luxembourg wrote,"constitubes the cmly
decisive factor distinguishing the social-democratic movement * from bourgeocis de-
mocracy and from bourgeols radicalism, the only factor transforming the entire la-
bour movement from a vain effort to repair the copitalist order into a class str-
uggle against this order, for the suppression of this order = the question 'ref-
orm or revolution?', as it is posed by Bernstein, cqguals for the social  democrat
the question 'to be or not to be?'™,

Well, Comrade Lysaght, to be or not to be?

w Written in 1899, and meaning social democracy in the pre~191h sense,

A
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Mao Tse~tung by Stuart Schram,
Pelican Original, 7/6.

This work is a thorough attempt to trace
the development of the Chinese Revolut-
ion, to show its early settings, the im-
pact of the October Revolution on China
ard the subsequent development and dem-~
ise of the CPC. It is a wuseful quick
outline of the subject, +tracing Mao's
early development and the part he played
at each Juncture. In the main Schram has
avoided psychologlising about Mao and hi 8
scrupulously studied the original writ-
ings of Mao and the CPC ard indicated in
what respect they have been revised,Even
if Schram has gone along with soms of
the current myths, by his chronologlcal
documentation he certainly blows many of
them sky high.

Schram amply shows the twists and turns
in Chinese foreign policy, However, in
spite of the tremendous scholarship that
has gone into this work, he is unszble to
bring out the essentially empiricist
character of the Chinese rejection of
'peaceful co-existence'. He sees it as a
conflict of European ard Asian Communism
generated by personalities. On the whole
the earliexr , historical part is the mo-~
re interesting.

The penetration of Imperialism into
China and the subsequent developments
over sixty years, coupled with the long
history of warlordism, combined to prod-
uce a nationalism which espoused certain
western democratic liberal ideas for the
unification and saving of the Chinese

Hation.The two examples of this were the
constitutional monarchist reform move-
ment in 1898 of K'ang arnd Iisng and the
republican movement of Sun Yat-sen, Warg

Ching~wei, ard Hu Hin-min, which later

became the Kuomintang (KMT).
MAO BEFORE _OGTOBER

When in 1911 +there were revolutionary
upsurges in Wuhan and Chahgshu led by
Sunist forces, Meo joined them, He had
been at High School up til then and when
the revolutionary wave subsided in 1912
he demobbed himself and went back to his
booksoHowever, contrary to popular myth,
Mao was extremely ambivalent in his att-
itude to the workers and poor peasants
at this time, He came frim a merchant
family and spent a considerable portion
of his income on buying water, as accor-
ding to tradition he considered it ben-
rath his dignity as an intellectual +o
carry it into the city himself. When he
left High School and the MNationalist Ar-
my he was ilnterested in becoming a "jur-
ist and a mandarin® at Law School, He
changed his mind and having been reject-
ed fur other courses spent six months
studying Russia, US, England, France
ard other countries. He then studied to
beceme a teacher.

In the period of Mao's student days,
191521, there was a wave of radical
movements and ideas mainly with & nat-
ionalist, anti-Japanese motive, but also
spurred cn by +the October Revolution,
Mao became embroiled in the student move
ement and organised student bodies agai-
nst enoroachments by the university au-



-4 - .
thorities., In 19.7 he read the paper of
Ch'en Tu-hsiu (who was soon to found the
CPC)} "New Youth", and thus by the end of
1917 was participating in the "New Peop-~
lea' Study Society", predominantly an
organisation of intellectuals who advoc-
ated the abolition of the “three bonds"
~ prince/subject, father/son, husband/
wife - and came out against religion,
capitalism and autceracy.

1919 saw massive student  demonstrations
accompanied by anti-Japanese slogans. In
June 1919 Mao helped to form the 'United
Students Assoclation! of Hunan which de=-
manded the decapitation of a local pro-
Japanese politician. There were mass
arrests of students in Peking which led
to protest strikes by both workers and
merchants in Shanghai and mogt other
large cities., This was a mass movement
which remained confined enbirely to the
cities., Mao, at that time, was a propa-
gandist who had imbibed a few Marxist
ideas,

THE CPC IS5 TFOUNDED.

Under the impact of the October Revcolut-
ion smell groups of commumists grew up.
Mao was comnverted to sccialist ideas in
the 1919~20 periocd. By 1920 there were
miclel of the CP at Shanghal and Peking.
Mao organised a branch in Hunan at the
emd of 1920,

In the 1920~21 period Mao was organising
labour unions and together with all oth-~
er commuhists saw the proletariat as the
leading force in the socialist revolut-
ion, both in colonial and advanced capi=-
talist countries.In fact, when the first
Congress of the CPC was held in July
1921 they were dscidedly sectarian. They
called for the ending of relations
parties and groups other than the prol-
etariat. Naturally there is ar attempt
by Mao and his CPC biographers to paint
him as anti-sectzrian after the fact.

By the time of the 2nd. Congress in July
1922, the CPC had beenr taken to task for
its sectarianism by the Communist Inter-
national, They now adopted a resolution
gspousing a United Front with the Natio-
nalists,

However, Sun Yat-sen turned down the Un-

ited Front.Maring,the CL representative,
on his own initiative then steamrollered

through the CPC a course whereby commun-~
ists would be allowed to join the KMT on
an individual basis. This amounted to a
stbordination to the Natlonalist forces
whose roots were amongst +the national
bourgecisie and the better off sections
of the peasantry. In spite of the fach
that the majority of the CPC were oppos-
ed to this course and that it violated
the Comintern's position on the indepenw
dence of the proletariat amd its party
in backward countries,ld Ta-chao and M=o
embraced with fervour the new policy
which was to prove so disastrous. So
now, in July 1923, Mao affirmed the mer—
chants to be the leaders of the National
revolution and that conbrol of the lab-
cur movement should be relinquished *+o
tha KMT,

LUBORDINTTION TO THE X,M.T.

with -

In October 1923 Borodin, Stelin's repre-
sentative, arrived in Canton, He undey-
took tc make & party of the EMT with So-
viet technical and military sid.When the
first congress of the KMT took place in
Jamiary 1924 Mao wag elected an altern—
ate menber of their Cemtral  IExecutilve
Committee. Throughout 1924 he emersed
himself in the peasant work o f +the KMT
50 mich s0 that Id Idi-san derided him as
Hu Hen~min's secretary.Mao's turn o the
peasanbry was thus based initially on
the centrist policies of Stalin in 1924
and not, as is often made out,a profound
theoreticel insight into the “new role”
of the peasantryl

The 1925-27 period is well known in +the
HMarxist movement as marking the first
classical tactics of Stalinism. The CPC,
urder the leadership of Ch'en Tu-hsiu,
stuck to Bolshevik conceptions of the
United Front tactic and +the leadership
of the proletariat in +the revolution;
but Stelin, through Borodin, forced on

them a complete subordination to the KMT,

In this period Mao bent
to be more pro-peasant,
Stalin himself]

over backwards
pro=EMT', +than

As the KMT started to clamp down on (P
members and murdered some of the "“left"
KD cfiicers who were gravitating toward

v B
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the CP, Ch'en proposed that the CP with-
draw from the KMT, He was over-ruled by
Maring, supported by Mao. In January
1926, at the second Congress of the KMT,
Mao defined the peasantry as the centre
of gravity of the national revolution.He
lost his seat on the Central Commititee
of the CPC, but remained aliternate memb-
er of the KMT EC, and was acbually app-
ointed Editor of the new KMT organ "“The
Political Weekly",

During the Northern Expediticn in 1926~
27y a movement to unify +the country,
Stalin used the CP as a means of restr-
aining the poor peasants, who were carr-
ying out their own confiscation of the
landlords' ard rich peasants' land, to
placate the bourgeois and landlord offi-
cers of the KMT, In April 1927 the KMT,
led by Chiang, massacred tens of thous-—
ands of the Shanghai workers who had
harded the city over to him. Repressions
followed in Peking and Canton., In spite
of these tremendous setbacks to the rev-

olution, the Stalinist course contimued. -

The rest of 1927 was taken up conciliat-
ing sections of the IMT,which led to the
further ligquidation of communist forces,
confirming the warnings and analysis of
Trotsky and the Russian Left Opposition,

MAC BREAKS FINALLY WITH THE WORKERS

The origin of Mao's subsequent guerilla
course is to he found in his previous
orientation and the Stalinist poliey ih
the Autumn of 1927, Under Borodin's dir-
ectives Mao was sent to try to organise
an armed uprising amongst the Hunanese
beasantry which, +three months earlier,
had been vigorously restrained by the
CPC including Mao, and were now disori-
entated and demoralised, It was an adv-
enture, and Mao was forced into the sur-
rounding courtryside with a handful of
fellowers. Mao then united with two ban-
dit chiefs and, with a small army of de-

+. classed peasant elements, conducted scp-

ties t0 massacre.local landlords. Thus,
he collected many mors landless peasants
along the way,

By 1931 Moscow was strongly supporting
Mac,so that the Central Committes of the
CPC was moved to Kiangsi from Shanghai,
The working class base of the (P,already
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smashed in the massacre of the worker
communists, was thus now altogether rel-~
inquished. Mao was denounced by most of
the CP leadership, but he continued in
hls guerilla course regardless. Chen Tu-
hsiu became a Trot-kyist, endorsing the
Left Opposition's campaign against the
Stalinist course in Chihna,

By 1931 Maoc had taken over large parts
of Kiangsi province,This was eonstitubed
into a "Soviet" Area. However, the only
reforms thet were carried out were redu-

ctions in the rents and taxes +the poor
peasants paid the landlords. Mao was in
favour of the rich peasants retaining

2ll their own good land, as he had ill-
uslons in their propensity,together with
the national bourgeoisle, " toc form the
backbone of the national revolution,des=
pite the fact that he adopted in words a
Third Period attitude on the proletariat,
In fact, he purged officers of his army
at Fut'ien when they propounded Ii Li-
san's policies of confiscation of +the
land of rich peasants and the formation
or co-operatives, 2-3,000 officers and
men were liquidated.

By the summer of 1934, +the Japanese had
suceeeded in blockading the Kiangsi Sov-
iet Republioc. After a section of the Red
Army had been smashed in confronting the
Japanese, Mao and the rest withdrew from
Kiangsi and decided to push north on the
Long March, This put Mao firmly in cont-
ol of the CP, which had by now become a
varty of declassed peasant elements,

THE NEW K,M.T. PERIOD

By the end of 1936 the CPC had reverted
from a Third Period attitude o a Popul~
ar Front one. The petit, naticnal and
part of the comprador boungeoisie and
landlords were recognised as potential
allies in the anti-Japanese Front. Thus
by wid-1936 the Macists were trying to
reach a2 working agreement once again
with the KMT.Mao saw the "mass pressure!
of anti~Japanese feeling as quite poss-
ibly making Chiang "see his mistakes and
grant the demands of the people™!

In fact in PFebruary 1937 a telegram was
sent to the CBEC of the KMT offering con-
cessions, Mao agreed to subordinate the
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Red Army to the KMT, +o give over the
newly established Shensi Soviet Republic
to Neanking and t0 halt land reforms. And
in September 1937 they agreed that a co-
mplete list of CF members who joilned the
KMT would be handed over to the latter
and that KMT members would not be recr-
uited to the (P, Mao paid ritual homage
to the proletariat,but by December 1939,
after a period of intense collaboration
with the XMT, he predicted a "brilliant
future" for them,In Jamuary 1940 he said
the leadership would continue to belcng
to the KMT provided it proved itself ca-
pablel At the same time the pauper's
broth of Maolst theory was the old Men-—
shevik 2-gbages theory dressed wup in
'new language'. The bourgeois demccratic
stage would be a 'new democracy' with
the 'joint revolutionary dictatorship of
several revolutionary classes', (Middle
picture on p.42 shows CP and KMT flags.)

However, Mao was not altogether naive or
in complete agreement with Stalin. The
Eighth Route Army and New Fourth Army
despite being formally under the control
of the ®MT were difficult +o control
from afar, They continued to recruit the
spontaneously arisen anti-Japanese def-
ense squads in the areas behind Japanese
lines. And, in Augusi 1940, after reach-
ing an agreement with Chiang that all
the Maoist forces should be evacuated
North leaving the XKMT in control of Cen-
tral China, the New Fourth Army swept
aside KMT forces as it moved north, This
was the fundamental difference between
the second collgboration with +the KRMT
and the earlier suborlinetion. Whabever
was said in ritual,the Macists had lear-
rned the lesson and mainbtained their own
independence. This was 4o allow them to
survive and triumph when Chiang in ‘46
launched an all~out drive to exterminate
them, |

THINKER AT WORK

During the period 1941-4k, Mao emerged
as the Great Teacher, Great Leader ete,
Blockaded by the Japanese forces from
July 1941, Mao launched the 'rectificat-
hon campaign' +to ‘Mproletarianise™ the
peasant army. The e¢ult of Mao lse-~tuni's
Thought dates from this period., At the
Seventh Congress in April 1945 'The Tho-

uzht of Mao Tse-tung'! was said to be ne-
cessary to !'guide the entire work of the
Party'; and Liu Shao-chi hed said that
Moo was not only the greatest revolutio-
nary ard statesman in Chinese history,
but also its greatest theoretician and
sclentist.! The political content of
Mao's Thought was such that in Autumn
1944 he accepted a coalition with +he
RMT under their leadership, as suggested
by the US Commander, The only thing that
prevented +this was Chiang's tactical
stupidity in refusing +this coalition.
However, Mao still continued +to have
illusions in the US and Chiang in spilte
of the fact that the US aided Chiang %o
imprison and slep down some of the Mac-
ist forces,

CIVIL WAR 1946-1949

When the Japanese surrendered in August
1945, Stalin had concluded a treaty of
friendship with Chiang and agreed +o
hand over Manchuria to +the Nationalist
forces « emphasising the need +c sign
the agreemsnt quickly otherwise Mao

would get in first! Mao also agreed to
drop his coalition request in favour of
'democratisation' of the existing Natio=~
nolist gevernment area, He also agreed
to o reduction in the size of the PlLa
and to sbandon certain Liberated Aress,
Ihe only resson this didn't come aboub
was because Chiang attacked the base ar-
cas bofore the ink was dry on the Jjoint
agreement, He enjoyed US help in trange
porting troops North and Soviet benevol-
et neutrality, Stalin put his monsy on
Chiang, and recognised the KXMT as the
leader of the revolution right up to the
selgure of power by the PLA}

By the middle of 1946 China was involved
in full scale civil war which had been
forced on the Macishs. Schram amply des-
cribes the ald given to Chiang by Moscow
and Stalin's instructions all the way
along the line for Mao to give over lea-
dership to the KMT, He also adequabely
documents Mao's non-Marxist attitude +o
the petit bourgecisie, national bourgeo-
isie and rich peasants. For instance,
the land redistribution policy that was
followed in +the Idberated Areas only
affected 10% of the population.Mao still
wanted to include the 'patriotic gentryt
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in the 'very broad united front',
THE CHINESE PECPIE'S REPUBLIGC

When the PLi gained power it was a de-
classed peasant army. The ¢ld state bur-
eaucracy was taken over en masse from
the RMT. So were the nationalised indus-
tries, particularly in Manchuria, which
had been in KMT hands,

At the Third Plenum of the (PC in June
1950 a resolution was advanced to the
effect that it was economically desirabe
le to follow a policy of 'preserving a
rich peasant economy in order to further
the early restoration of production in
rural areas,at the end of 1951 Iiu Shao-
chi saw collectivisation of agriculture
as being a long way away., Meanwhile ind-
ustry was still in the hands of the nat-
ional beurgedisie: many imperialist hol-
sings were only taken over in the early
1950s,

Industry was not completely natiocnalised
until the middle of 1955, and even then
the former managers still retained (and
still do to this day) =a proportion of
their profits, as well as drawing fat
salaries, :

The Korean War saw a sharpening of +he
hatchet and the public emergence of what
can now be identified as Maoist bureau-
cratic measures., In February 1951 +the
"campalgn against counter revolutionar-
ies" was initiated, which carried the
death sentence for very broadly defined
offences. There were probably something
like between 1 and 3 million executed.
By October 1951 the !'Thought Reform Mov-
emapt'was in full swing.This was potted
criticism and self-criticism amongst the
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intellectuals.It was preceded by a study
of 'iiao Tse-tung's Thought' and used as
a means of bringing into the apporatus
on & large scale former KMT personel.

L1952 sow the initiation of two further
campaigns = the 'three antis' and the
'five antis'., The former was aimed at
Party and state cadres and hit out ab
corruption, waste and ... bureaucracy,
The latter was switched to the National
bourgeoisie in typical bonapartist fashe
ion and hit out at bribery, tax evasion,
fraud, theft of state economic secrets
and. government property.What is involved
here is not Red Terror, but bureaucratic
necessity.

The Hundred Flowers period in 1957 in
the aftermath of the Hungarian Revolut-
ion, which Mao opposed,and the Red Guard
movement, are all part of the same move-
ment which, as Schram points out, had
occurred at periods when Mao's policies
have not been universally accepted by
his comrades or sections of the populat-
ion =~ despite the fact that in the mein,
Mao's pdlicies have been enthusiastical-
ly welcomed by the mass of the peasant-
rys 4lso, as Schram points out, Mao and
his entourage have kept, or tried +to
keep, a rigid control on the movements
generated, ineluding the recent Red
Guexrd movement. The student youth that
arc being used in the present "Cultural
Revolution" were considered %o be the
'stainless screw' in the 'locomctive of
revolution! . Naturally, 1t was stipulated
that obedience was required from such =
screw and Mao's Thought =~ such as it is=-
was to be the sole guide,
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